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Dayton Art Institute 

―With the God-man Christ, all that is God‘s has become man‘s, human, ours, so that 

each of us individually and all of us assembled together in the Divine-human body of 

Christ, the Church, might become god-men, having attained ‗to the perfect man, to the 

measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ‘ (Eph 4:12-13).   Therefore Christmas, 

the day of the birth of the God-man, the Lord Jesus Christ, is the greatest and most 

important day in the history of all the worlds in which man moves and lives.‖  

 (St. Nikolai Velimirovich) 
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Dayton Art Institute Creches 

―… the Lord…Word of God…came down to earth and was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and 

Mary the Virgin and became man, without change becoming our equal in all things save sin, 
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so that, traversing all that which is ours, He might re-forge and make that first man anew 

and, through him, all of us who were begotten and came into being from him and are like him 

who engendered us.  Since, because Adam who engendered us had become corruptible and 

mortal—and, I will add, deaf and blind – and, by reason of his transgression, both naked and 

insensible of his divine vesture, such being the man of dust, so as well have they all become 

who were born of him: of dust, corruptible, mortal, deaf, blind, naked and insensible, differing 

in no way from the irrational animals or, better, become even worse than the beasts as having 

embraced all the latter‘s‘ passions and taken them into themselves.‖  

(St. Symeon the New Theologian) 
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Dayton Art Institute Creches 

―O man, for your sake was Christ born, and the Son of God came that He might make you to 

live; He became a babe, He became a child, and He became a man, being (at the same time) 

God in His Nature, and the Son of God.   

He Who was the Lawgiver became a reader, and He took the Book in the synagogue, and read, 

saying, ‗The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, therefore He has anointed Me, and has sent Me to 

preach the Gospel to the poor (Luke 4:18).‖  (THE PARADISE OF THE HOLY FATHERS) 
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Dayton Art Institute Creches 

―Today is made known the mystery that existed before the foundation of the world. 

The Son of God becomes the Son of Man, so that he may share in what is worse in 

order to enable me to share in what is better. 

Adam once was deceived: He longed without success to become God.  Now God 

becomes human to make Adam god. 

Let creation rejoice, Let nature exult: In awe the archangel approaches the Virgin, 

conveys her the greeting, our sorrow‘s consoling. 

Glory to you, O God, Who in merciful compassion became a human being.‖ 

(from Vespers of the 5th Saturday of Lent) 
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Dayton Art Institute Creches 

“The purpose of the incarnation is to establish full communion between God and humanity so 

that in Christ humanity may find adoption and immortality, often called ‗deification‘ by the 

Fathers: not by emptying human nature but by fulfilling it in the divine life, since only in God 

is human nature truly itself.‖    (Olivier Clement, THE ROOTS OF CHRISTIAN MYSTICISM) 
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Dayton Art Institute Creches 

―I behold a new and wondrous mystery.  My ears resound to the Shepherd‘s song, piping no 

soft melody, but chanting full forth a heavenly hymn.  The Angels sing.  The archangels blend 

their voice in harmony.  The Cherubim hymn their joyful praise.  The Seraphim exalt His 

glory.  All join to praise this holy feast, beholding the Godhead here on earth, and man in 
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heaven.  He Who is above, now for our redemption dwells here below; and he that was lowly is 

by divine mercy raised.  Bethlehem this day resembles heaven; hearing from the stars the 

singing of angelic voices; and in place of the sun, enfolds within itself on every side, the Sun of 

Justice.  And ask not how: for where God wills, the order of nature yields.  For He willed, He 

had the power, He descended, He redeemed; all things move in obedience to God.  This day He 

Who is, is Born; and He Who is, becomes what He was not.  For when He was God, He became 

man; yet not departing from the Godhead that is His.   Nor yet by any loss of divinity became 

He man, nor through increase became He God from man; but being the Word He became flesh, 

His nature, become of impassibility, remaining unchanged.‖ 

  (St. John Chrysostom) 
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Dayton Art Institute Creches 

―He lay in a manger, a child newly born: tiny in body, abject in poverty.  But in this 

Child something great lay hidden, of which these, the first-fruits of the Gentiles, had 

learned, not from earthly rumor, but from heavenly revelation.  Hence we have: We 

have seen His Star in the East.  They announce, yet they ask; they believe, and yet they 

seek to know: as though prefiguring those who walk by faith, yet still desire to see.‖  

(St. Augustine) 
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Dayton Art Institute Creches 

―Saint John Chrysostom stated that ‗human reason has greater difficulty understanding how a 

God might become man than to explain how a man might become a child of God (Homily 2, 2 

on Matthew).  ‗We cannot fathom this mystery‘ (Praises, tone 4), for ‗the incarnation of the 

Word is a greater and more profound mystery than that of the creation of the world‘ (V. 

Lossky, Mystical Theology, p. 156).  Over against Arianism, which reduced Christ to the level of 

a superior man, the First Ecumenical Council of Nicea (325)—which was confirmed by each of 

the six subsequent Councils – affirmed Christ‘s consubstantiality (homooussios) with the 

Father.  … Separated from God, the human creature becomes ‗diabolical‘ (from the Greek 

diabolos, ‗that which divides‘), an instrument of death and deception, deprived of the self-

giving life.‖ 

(Michael Quenot, THE RESURRECTION AND THE ICON) 
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―Herod, you are troubled with idle fear.  Your kingdom would not contain Christ; nor is the 

Lord of the world to be confined within the narrow limits of the power of your scepter.  He 

whom you wish not to reign in Judah, already reigns everywhere.‖    (Pope Leo the Great) 

 ―What shall the tribunal of the Judge be like, when the Nativity of an Infant, makes proud 

kings tremble?  Let kings fear Him, now sitting at the Right Hand of the Father, Whom the 

impious king feared, while yet at His Mother‘s breast.‖  (St. Augustine) 
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Holy Family 

―If he had chosen the great city of Rome, men would have said that the transformation of the 

world had been accomplished by the might of that people.  Had he come as the son of the 

Emperor, they would attribute that gained to military power.  But what did He?  He chose 

only what was poor and humble, so that it would be seen that divinity had changed the world.  

And so He chose a poor woman as His Mother, a poorer fatherland.  He had no money, and 

this the crib makes plain to you.‖ 

  (Theodoret, 5th C bishop) 
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―The mystery of the Incarnation was a mystery of the love divine, of the 

divine identification with lost man.  And the climax of the Incarnation was the cross.  It is the 

turning point of human destiny.  But the awful mystery of the cross is comprehensible only in 

the wider perspective of an integral Christology; that is, only if we believe that the Crucified 

was in very truth ‗the Son of the Living God.‘   … Yet it is precisely this doctrine… that can 

change the whole spiritual outlook of modern man.  … Man is not alone in the world, and God 

is taking personal interest in the events of human history.  This is an immediate implication of 

the integral conception of the Incarnation.  Modern man … does not take the Incarnation in 

earnest.  He does not dare to believe that Christ is a divine person.  He wants to have a 

human redeemer, only assisted by God.  He is more interested in the human psychology of the 

Redeemer than in the mystery of the divine love.  Because, in the last resort, he believes 

optimistically in the dignity of man.‖ (Georges Florovsky, BIBLE, CHURCH, TRADITION) 
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