
Holy Week (2009) 

 

Palm Sunday: A Blessing Undone? 

Posted on April 7, 2009 by Fr. Ted 

Deborah Krause in an article, “The One Who Comes Unbinding the 

Blessing of Judah” asks some interesting questions about the 

common interpretation of Christ’s entry into Jerusalem as described 

in Mark 11:1-10.  Commonly Christ’s Palm Sunday entry into the city 

is interpreted as a fulfillment of the Zechariah 9:9 prophecy which is 

related to the coming of a peaceful Messiah-King. 

In Mark’s Gospel there are 2 references to the donkey being 

tied/bound, and 3 times a reference is made to untying the donkey.  

Krause thinks the wording of Mark’s text is drawing attention to Genesis 49:11 in which 

the dying Patriarch Jacob blesses his Son Judah saying he will be so abundantly blessed 

agriculturally that he will bind his donkey to a grape vine.  Krause thinks Mark’s version 

of Palm Sunday is also offering an undoing of Jacob’s blessing – Judah is about to lose 

the blessing of God because of their misunderstanding of what the Messiah is about and 

because of what they are going to do to Jesus the Messiah.  

So in the Palm Sunday entry into Jerusalem, Krause speculates that the people are 

actually celebrating the wrong thing – for which God will not bless them.  The crowd 

thinks Jesus is there to re-establish the Kingdom of Israel, and so they welcome him.  

However, Jesus in having the donkey untethered is symbolically telling them they have 

misunderstood who and what the Messiah is, and their demonstration on Palm Sunday 

is thus misguided.    The crowd is celebrating Jewish nationalism and thinks that Jesus 

the Messiah is about to make Israel victorious over Rome.  Unfortunately for them, the 

vineyard God gave to the Jews is about to be taken away from them because they have 

rejected God’s real intentions that Israel be a light to the nations.  Israel has failed to 

bring light to the world and instead is wishing darkness upon the world.  God will not 

support this total failure of Israel to understand its mission to the world.  Jesus will 

accomplish it in His own person and thus He, not the nation, becomes the true suffering 

servant of Isaiah’s prophecy. 

Palm Sunday (2002) 
Posted on April 10, 2009 by Fr. Ted 
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Sermon Notes for Palm Sunday  2002 

Sunday gives us opportunity to reflect on the paradoxical spiritual 

world in which we live. On the one hand, in the Church, Great Lent is 

over, and we come to a Festal Weekend – the celebration of the 

raising of Lazarus and the entry of our Lord Jesus into Jerusalem. It 

is that rare moment in which Jesus is given some sort of welcome by 

the children of God. But this brief respite in Lent is marred by the fact 

that now we will plunge into Holy Week where we see how our world 

deals with the Love of God. We see this week that the same crowd 

which today welcomes Jesus as Messiah, will by Friday demand his death. We see the 

disciples who today bask in the glory of their Lord, will abandon Him when they realize 

He is going to have to suffer. 

We see this week, Jesus’ hand picked disciples will betray, deny and flee from their 

Lord. 

St. Gregory Nazianzus once mused about why it was that the road to heaven was so 

much harder to traverse than the road to hell. He concluded with a bit of wit that it is for 

the same reason that going up a hill is harder than going down a hill. 

The Feast of the Entrance of our Lord into Jerusalem offers us a chance to think about 

what is it we want from Christ?   Many people aren’t really that interested in a God who 

they must serve. Rather, many are looking for a Genie who will serve them. 

Christ offered to people the love of God – a love which reveals itself in humility, in 

poverty, in suffering, in shame, in crucifixion, in death. 

Unfortunately such love is not very attractive to those of us interested only in prosperity 

and success. 

Jesus really did speak about the Kingdom of Heaven, a Kingdom not of this world. But 

throughout history the Israelites wanted someone to establish the Kingdom of Israel on 

earth. That too has been the sad interest of Byzantine Orthodoxy. 

The Jews lost interest in One who would conquer death, but would not conquer their 

enemies of the Roman army. The Byzantines wanted a Pantocrator who would destroy 

the enemies of the Roman Empire. And too often the Church leadership itself became 

obsessed with power in this world. 
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It strikes me that exactly such attitudes are the ones which lead people to deny Christ 

and demand his crucifixion. 

As Christians, we should want to serve Christ. As Christians we should want to serve one 

another. We should want to imitate Christ and wash the feet of others, to be willing to 

die for others, to live for and love one another. 

Palm Sunday is a judgment day for us. Are we only willing to follow Christ if He is 

willing to smash and destroy all of our enemies? Or are we willing to follow Him in his 

humble love and embrace the way of the cross? 

From the Epistle Reading for Palm Sunday: 

(Phil 4:4-9 NRSV) Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. {5} Let your 

gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near. {6} Do not worry about anything, 

but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be 

made known to God. {7} And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will 

guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. {8} Finally, beloved, 

whatever is true, whatever is honorable, 

whatever is just, whatever is pure, 

whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, 

if there is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, 

think about these things. 

 

Palm Sunday: Victory yet Disappointment 
Posted on April 13, 2009 by Fr. Ted 

A LESSON from PALM SUNDAY     

In order to appreciate the full depth of this text, in order to feel the joy 

of the annual feast, the feast of Palms, it is important for us to 

remember, first of all, that this victorious entry into Jerusalem was the 

only evident victory in the course of Christ’s earthly life. Nowhere and 

at no time did he ever seek fame, or power, or glory, he never even 

asked for the most basic comforts of life. “Foxes have holes”-he would 

say-”and the birds of the air have their nests, but the Son of Man has 

nowhere to lay down his head” (Mt 8:20). He rebuffed all attempts to 
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glorify him, and his whole teaching was about humility and meekness: “Learn from me 

for I am meek and humble of heart, and you will find rest for your souls” (Mt 11:29). 

From our earthly human point of view his whole life, from the moment of his birth in a 

cave to his shameful death on a cross beside condemned criminals, was a complete and 

tragic failure. And by the end even those crowds that followed him, expecting miracles 

and healings, abandoned him, and all finally ran away. It is important to understand 

that at the heart and very core of the Christian faith there really is earthly 

disappointment, tragedy, and failure. And it is this fact that evoked the scorn of the 

opponents of Christianity, beginning with those who stood by the cross and derided the 

suffering Man: “Save yourself! If you are indeed the Son of God, come down from the 

cross” (Mt 27:40).    (Alexander Schmemann) 

Until the day when Revelation 11:15  comes true – “The kingdom of the world has 

become the kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ, and he shall reign forever and ever” 

– Christians will continue to experience disappointment in this world.   The disciples 

hoped that Jesus was the Messiah, only to experience the disappointment of the 

crucifixion.  Then their hope revived with the resurrection, only to experience the 

disappointment of the delayed Second Coming.  In Christ we experience the most 

hopeful foretaste of the Kingdom, and yet we are disappointed to be denied the 

fulfillment of the promised Kingdom of God.  The current world is not the Kingdom of 

God, and yet we hope for the transfiguration and transformation of the world into the 

Kingdom of our Lord and of His Christ.   Come, Lord Jesus! 

 

Holy Week: Reading Job 

Posted on April 13, 2009 by Fr. Ted 

Great and Holy Monday 

During Holy Week, we read portions of the Book of  Job .    On Monday we read Job 1:1-

12     

THE LESSON OF JOB We are invited, in other words, to look at Job’s 

torment and his questions with the privileged knowledge that this is not in 

fact a contest between Job and God, as Job (who, knowing himself to be 

innocent, thinks that God has made a terrible blunder) and his would-be 

comforters (who, confident that God doesn’t make mistakes, assume that 

Job must somehow be guilty) think it is. It is also not-or not straightforwardly-a contest 

between God and   Satan, as a dualist might imagine. No, it is a contest between Satan 

and Job. Satan is trying to get Job in his power, to demonstrate that humans are not 
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worth God’s trouble, while Job for his part continues to insist both that God ought to be 

just and that he himself is in the right…The question is about God’s moral government 

of this world, not about the way in which we should leave this world behind and find 

consolation in a different one.    (N.T. Wright, Evil and the Justice of God) 

 

Hierarchical Power: “Self-Appointed Tyranny?” 

Posted on April 13, 2009 by Fr. Ted 

In a Church which so emphasizes asceticism as being the main 

activity of Christians, especially during the season of Great 

Lent, there is an interesting lesson offered in the liturgical texts 

for Matins of Great and Holy Monday. Referring to Matthew 

20:20-22, one text talks about the misunderstanding that the 

mother of two of His disciples had as she tried to promote her sons to positions of power 

in Christ’s Kingdom, but Jesus reminds His disciples that His Kingdom is not going to 

be like earthly, pagan Kingdoms. The desire for power has no place in the Kingdom of 

Heaven. 

THE MOTHER OF ZEBEDEE’S CHILDREN, LORD, 

COULD NOT UNDERSTAND THE INEFFABLE MYSTERY OF YOUR DISPENSATION. 

SHE ASKED THE HONOR OF A TEMPORAL KINGDOM FOR HER SONS, 

BUT INSTEAD YOU PROMISED YOUR FRIENDS 

THAT THEY SHOULD DRINK THE CUP OF DEATH, 

A CUP THAT YOU WOULD DRINK BEFORE THEM FOR THE CLEANSING OF SINS. 

THEREFORE WE CRY OUT TO YOU:// 

SALVATION OF OUR SOULS, GLORY TO YOU! 

Jesus Himself had refused Satan’s temptation to have power 

over all of the kingdoms of the world (Luke 4:5-8 ). But the 

temptation toward power – even toward the trappings of power 

in the way Christian leaders, bishops dressed – has been one 

that the Church has not so readily refused. The Church’s 

symphonic merging with the Byzantine Roman Empire saw the 

Church accepting both the signs of temporal power and the 

power itself. But the texts in Matins for Holy Monday remind us 

that Christian leadership should consist of imitating the master 

Jesus Christ, who in washing the feet of His disciples, showed 
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that true Christian leadership is servant leadership.  There is to be no lording over one 

another among the disciples of Christ! 

YOU TAUGHT YOUR DISCIPLES, LORD, TO DESIRE WHAT IS PERFECT, 

SAYING: BE NOT LIKE THE GENTILES, WHO OPPRESS THE WEAK. 

IT SHALL NOT BE SO WITH YOU, MY DISCIPLES. 

FOR OF MY OWN WILL I AM POOR. 

LET THE FIRST AMONG YOU, THEREFORE, BE THE SERVANT OF ALL. 

LET THE RULER BE LIKE THOSE WHO ARE RULED. 

LET HIM WHO IS FIRST BE LIKE THE LAST. 

FOR I HAVE COME TO SERVE ADAM IN HIS POVERTY, 

AND TO GIVE MY LIFE AS A RANSOM FOR THE MANY WHO CRY TO ME:// 

O LORD, GLORY TO YOU! 

Bishops all want to be an apostle like Peter, which they imagine to mean to be chief and 

head over all the rest – even though Jesus specifically rejected any such image of 

leadership among Christians. 

LET YOUR ORDER BE CONTRARY TO THAT OF THE GENTILES, 

WHO HOLD POWER OVER THEIR FELLOWMEN, 

FOR SUCH IS NOT MY PORTION, 

BUT RATHER SELF-APPOINTED TYRANNY. 

HE, THEN, WHO WOULD BE GREAT AMONG YOU, 

MUST BE THE SERVANT OF ALL, 

AND KNOWING THAT I AM THE LORD, HE WILL SING AND EXALT ME 

THROUGHOUT ALL AGES. 

Christian order is to be CONTRARY to that of the Gentiles!  Lording over one another is 

forbidden! 

A Lenten theme – servant leadership – that does not seem to get the 

same emphasis that food fasting does in the church. Yet it is a theme 

totally related to the virtue of humility, and thus should be one 

exemplified in the leadership of the Church. Unfortunately in 

Orthodoxy the sacrament of the Foot Washing is not practiced much 

and receives virtually no attention in Holy Week liturgical services. 

Among patriarchs and metropolitans and archbishops the discussion 

in Orthodoxy tends to be on primacy and the significance of miters, 

and not on servanthood and the importance of imitating Christ. 



“SELF-APPOINTED TYRANNY” the text from the Canon of Holy Monday Matins calls 

it. As long as words such as “despot” and “hierarch” replace “bishop” or “episcopate” we 

will continue to have trouble with leadership in the Church embodying its role to make 

Christ the Servant present in the congregation.  

Holy Week – a time to call for true Christian leadership in the Church. 

The Kingdom of God Begins by Transfiguring our Hearts 

Posted on April 14, 2009 by Fr. Ted 

Great and Holy Tuesday 

Jesus told numerous Parables about the Kingdom of God.  In each 

one He gave us a glimpse into that Kingdom – a kingdom whose 

values are quite different than our own – where the first are last and 

the last first, where due to the master’s generosity all workers get 

the same pay no matter how long they worked, where judgment is 

not based upon sin but upon goodness, where human power and 

authority are excluded as belonging to the pagan and fallen world. 

Jesus spoke to us about the Kingdom of Heaven while ministering on earth, and He 

used earthly images to help us get a sense of what God’s Kingdom is.  As Russian 

Orthodox Theologian Paul Evdokimov wrote: 

In the domain of Caesar, we are ordered to seek and therefore to find what is not found 

there – the Kingdom of God. This command signifies that we must transform the world, 

change it into the icon of the Kingdom. To change the world means to pass from what 

the world does not yet possess – for this reason it is still this world – to that in which it 

is transfigured, thus becoming something else-the Kingdom. 

While Jesus spoke to us about the Kingdom of Heaven – and in His teachings as well as 

His life revealed the Kingdom to us – one temptation we have is to project onto the 

Kingdom of Heaven what we think it will be like.  We project onto the Kingdom all that 

we want in this world, and imagine that everything we dislike in this world will be 

absent in the Kingdom.  The disciples James and John clearly did this when asking 

Jesus if they could sit next to Him at his right and left sides (see also my Kingdom 

People) – and Jesus rejects their thinking entirely. 
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Instead of us shaping the Kingdom of Heaven into our ideas of what it will be like, we 

are to allow the images of the Kingdom of God to shape our thinking, our imagination, 

but more importantly how we live day by day.   It is not what we imagine the Kingdom of 

Heaven to be like which is important, but how we allow it to shape our daily lives – our 

taking up the cross daily to follow Christ.  Our vocation as Christians is not to form and 

shape what the Kingdom of Heaven will be like, but rather to allow the images of the 

Kingdom and the thinking of the Kingdom to shape and form our hearts and lives.   The 

Kingdom of God is not a mere abstraction, pie in the sky, future place to which we will 

go.  

In the Incarnation, Christ made the Kingdom of God present on earth and in our lives.  

We are to bring that Kingdom into our hearts – for that is where the transfiguration of 

the world begins.   The Kingdom of God takes root in our lives today, this side of the 

grave, not just in the life after death. 

Jesus said, “for behold, the kingdom of God is in the midst of you.” (Luke 17:21) 

 See also my The Non-Hierarchical Power of the Church 

 

Holy Tuesday: The Talent Given to Us 

Posted on April 14, 2009 by Fr. Ted 

From the Bridegroom Matins for Great and Holy Tuesday 

Referring to Christ’s Parable in Matthew 25:14-30, the hymn 

reminds us not to hide the Word of God! For God’s Word is a 

talent given to each of us to help us proclaim God’s wonderous 

deeds to the world. As the Great Lenten catechetical season 

ends, we are reminded to put to good use the Gospel lessons 

which have been entrusted to us. The Word of God is a seed 

implanted in our soul for the purpose of bearing fruit for God. 

YOU HAVE HEARD THE CONDEMNATION, MY SOUL 

OF THE MAN WHO HID HIS TALENT. 

DO NOT HIDE THE WORD OF GOD. 

PROCLAIM HIS WONDERS, 

THAT INCREASING THE GIFT OF GRACE,// 

YOU MAY ENTER INTO THE JOY OF YOUR LORD. 
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God abundantly bestows His gifts – including His Word – to us. We are to be stewards 

of God’s Word – we are to use the Word given to us for the good of others, for the good 

of the world. Part of the joy of Pascha is not simply proclaiming the Resurrection, but 

sharing in the Master’s joy in richly giving in love to others. 

COME, FAITHFUL, 

LET US WORK ZEALOUSLY FOR THE MASTER, 

FOR HE DISTRIBUTES WEALTH TO HIS SERVANTS. 

LET EACH OF US ACCORDING TO HIS ABILITY 

INCREASE HIS TALENT OF GRACE: 

LET ONE BE ADORNED IN WISDOM THROUGH GOOD WORKS; 

LET ANOTHER CELEBRATE A SERVICE IN SPLENDOR. 

THE ONE DISTRIBUTES HIS WEALTH TO THE POOR; 

THE OTHER COMMUNICATES THE WORD TO THOSE UNTAUGHT. 

THUS WE SHALL INCREASE WHAT HAS BEEN ENTRUSTED TO US, 

AND, AS FAITHFUL STEWARDS OF GRACE, 

WE SHALL BE ACCOUNTED WORTHY OF THE MASTER‟S JOY. 

MAKE US WORTHY OF THIS, CHRIST OUR GOD,// 

IN YOUR LOVE FOR MANKIND. 

Before Great Lent began we were told by Christ that we would be judged for what we did 

for Him in this world. Pascha is the day to enter into the Master’s joy as we reap the 

benefits of His love for us and our generosity to Him through the poor and needy. 

BEHOLD, THE MASTER HAS ENTRUSTED YOU WITH THE TALENT, MY SOUL. 

RECEIVE THE GIFT WITH FEAR. 

REPAY THE ONE WHO GAVE BY GIVING TO THE POOR, 

AND GAIN THE LORD AS YOUR FRIEND, 

SO THAT WHEN HE COMES IN GLORY, 

YOU MAY STAND AT HIS RIGHT HAND AND HEAR HIS BLESSED VOICE: 

ENTER, MY SERVANT, INTO THE JOY OF YOUR LORD! 

EVEN THOUGH I HAVE GONE ASTRAY, MAKE ME WORTHY OF THIS, SAVIOR,// 

THROUGH YOUR GREAT MERCY. 

Holy Wednesday: The Sinful Women as a Model Disciple 
Posted on April 15, 2009 by Fr. Ted 
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Sermon Notes Holy Wednesday 2002 Gospel: Matthew 26:6-16 

The Gospel Lesson has the story of the women who right before 

the Passover, comes to where Jesus is meeting with His disciples 

and pours expensive ointment on Jesus head. When the disciples 

complain about the wastefulness of the woman, Jesus defends 

her saying she has prepared his body for burial, and proclaims 

that what the woman has done will be remembered where ever in 

the world the Gospel is proclaimed – the Lord thus recognizes 

her as one of the Myrrhbearing Women Saints of the Church. In 

the hymns for the day the Lesson of Matthew 26:6-16 is 

amplified by details taken from the parallel Gospel Lesson found in Luke 7:36-50 where 

we learn that the woman was considered a great sinner and she washes Christs’ feet and 

in John 12:1-8 where the lesson is clearly connected to the Last Supper and Jesus the 

Master washing the feet of His disciples. 

The Holy Wednesday Gospel Lessons’s appearance draws our minds to the sacramental 

foot washing which Christ will perform in the Upper Room with His chosen disciples. 

Christ says at that occasion that we are to learn from Him and to do as He did – humble 

ourselves and become servants one of another. This women, who is branded as a harlot 

and great sinner in the liturgical texts for Holy Wednesday, not only prepares Christ’s 

body for burial, but in washing His feet she takes the role of servant and thus becomes a 

Christ like figure in the story. {Dostoyevsky captures the character of the harlot in his 

novels in Sonya, the prostitute who is the Christ like figure, sacrificing her life and soul 

because of her great love for her step mom and her step mom’s children}. She 

understands what it is to be servant to others, though she is labeled a sinful harlot. She 

models for us what it is to wash the feet of others and to do it in humility and 

repentance. She does it not because she is a good Christian, but because she 

understands the depth of her own sin and so values the forgiveness she receives from 

Christ. She understands her need for repentance and forgiveness, something which the 

disciple Judas clearly did not understand, even though he had been trained by Christ. 

The sinful woman, not the kind of woman who would have attended Temple, nor would 

she find herself welcomed in the church, understands Christ in a way that Judas does 

not, for he is in the Gospel lesson plotting to betray Christ. Judas is looking how to make 

money off of Christ, the woman is giving her money away understanding the love she 

has freely and gracefully received from Christ our Lord. 

AS THE SINFUL WOMAN WAS BRINGING HER OFFERING OF MYRRH, 

THE DISCIPLE WAS SCHEMING WITH LAWLESS MEN. 
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SHE REJOICED IN POURING OUT HER PRECIOUS GIFT. 

HE HASTENED TO SELL THE PRECIOUS ONE. 

SHE RECOGNIZED THE MASTER, BUT JUDAS PARTED FROM HIM. 

SHE WAS SET FREE, BUT JUDAS WAS ENSLAVED TO THE ENEMY. 

HOW TERRIBLE IS SLOTHFULNESS! 

HOW GREAT HER REPENTANCE! 

SAVIOR, YOU SUFFERED FOR OUR SAKES:// 

GRANT US ALSO REPENTANCE, AND SAVE US. 

The contrast between the Disciple Judas and this sinful woman could not be more clear 

– a woman and a sinner, despised by decent people everywhere, uninvited to the table of 

the Lord and yet she understands Christ and her own need to have her sins forgiven. 

Judas, hand-chosen by Christ to be a disciple, chosen as a leader of the disciples as the 

keeper of the purse, personally trained by the Master for 3 years, does not understand 

Jesus, and chooses for a little money to betray his Master and hand him over to death. It 

is the sinful women who becomes a model to us, not the Disciple Judas. She shows us 

that true discipleship consists of humility and seeking the forgiveness of one’s sins. 

THE HARLOT SPREAD OUT HER HAIR TO YOU, MASTER; 

JUDAS SPREAD OUT HIS HANDS TO LAWLESS MEN: 

SHE IN ORDER TO RECEIVE FORGIVENESS; 

HE IN ORDER TO RECEIVE SOME SILVER. 

WE CRY TO YOU, FOR YOU WERE SOLD FOR US AND YET SET US FREE:// 

O LORD, GLORY TO YOU! 

It is the repentance of the sinful woman we are to imitate, not the actions of the apostle! 

She as a woman disciple of the Lord shows us how to love Christ and how to live our 

lives. She kisses the Master’s feet in thanksgiving for the forgiveness of her sins. Judas 

kisses the Master’s cheek, but in betrayal. The sinful woman humbles herself to wash the 

feet of Christ, but Judas whose feet the Master washes consigns Jesus to execution. The 

women becomes a model of repentance for each of us – it is not the depth of sin which 

separates us from Christ, but rather our unwillingness to repent. 

ONCE EVE HEARD YOUR FOOTSTEP IN PARADISE IN THE COOL OF THE DAY, 

AND IN FEAR SHE RAN AND HID HERSELF. 

BUT NOW I WILL TENDERLY EMBRACE THOSE PURE FEET 

AND WIPE THEM WITH THE HAIR OF MY HEAD. 

WHO CAN MEASURE THE MULTITUDE OF MY SINS, 



OR THE DEPTH OF YOUR JUDGMENTS, SAVIOR OF MY SOUL?// 

DO NOT DESPISE YOUR SERVANT IN YOUR IMMEASURABLE MERCY. 

 

Peter to Jesus: You Won’t Humble Yourself Before Me! 

Posted on April 15, 2009 by Fr. Ted 

Christ Washes the Feet of His Disciples   John 13:1-17 

 THE LESSON OF THE UPPER ROOM One of the most 

significant events of Holy Week occurred when Jesus met with 

His disciples for the last meal they would share together before 

His crucifixion. In Orthodoxy this Last Supper is more commonly 

called The Mystical Supper. During this meal, the Lord Jesus 

took off His garments and behaved like a servant washing the 

feet of those assembled at their Master’s table. In doing this He 

was revealing the significance of the Mystical Supper – a 

sacrificial meal. Additionally, He revealed His own crucifixion to 

be a    voluntary act of the Master in service to the world. Biblical scholar, A.B. Bruce, 

wrote in THE TRAINING OF THE TWELVE about the Mystical Supper Sacrament and 

footwashing; Go to the heart of the business at once and ask, “Shall the Eternal Son of 

God become flesh, and dwell among us? Shall He who was in the form of God lay aside 

His robes of state, and gird Himself with the towel of humanity, to perform menial 

offices for His own creatures? Shall the ever-blessed One become a curse by enduring 

crucifixion? Shall the Holy One degrade Himself by coming into close companionship 

with the depraved sons of Adam? Shall the Righteous One pour His life-blood into a 

basin, that there may be a fountain wherein the unrighteous may be cleansed from 

their guilt and iniquity?” In short, incarnation, atonement, and Christ‟s whole earthly 

experience of temptation, hardship, indignity, and sorrow, must go if Jesus may not 

wash a disciple‟s feet. Not less clearly is Christ‟s lordship at an end if a disciple may 

give Him orders, and say, “Thou shalt never wash my feet.” If Peter meant any thing 

more by these words than a display of temper and caprice, he meant this: that he 

would not submit to the proposed operation, because his moral feelings and his 

judgment told him it was wrong. He made his own reason and conscience the supreme 

rule of conduct. Now, in the first place, by this position the principle of obedience was 

compromised, which requires that the will of the Lord, once known, whether we 

understand its reason or perceive its goodness or not, shall be supreme. Then there are 

other things much more important that the washing of the feet, to which objection 
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might be taken on the score of reason or conscience with equal plausibility. For 

example, Christ tells us that those who would be His disciples, and obtain entrance into 

His kingdom, must be willing to part with earthly goods, and even with nearest and 

dearest friends. To many men this seems unreasonable; and on Peter‟s principle they 

should forthwith say, “I will never do any such thing.” Or again, Christ tells us that we 

must be born again, and that we must eat His flesh and drink His blood. To me these 

doctrines may seem incomprehensible, and even absurd; and therefore, on Peter‟s 

principle, I may turn my back on the great Teacher, and say, “I will not have this 

speaker of dark, mystic sayings for my master.” Once more, Christ tells us that we 

must give the kingdom of God the first place in our thoughts, and dismiss from our 

hearts carking care for tomorrow. To me this may appear in my present mood simply 

impossible; and therefore, on Peter‟s principle, I may set aside this moral requirement 

as utopian, however beautiful, without even seriously admitting to comply with it. 

Now that we know whither Peter‟s refusal tends, we can see that Jesus spoke the 

simple truth when He said: “If I wash thee not, thou hast no part with me”. … Look at 

that refusal as an objection to Christ humbling Himself.” 

Peter’s objection to Christ washing his feet seems to be: I won’t let you do anything that 

I am not willing to do myself! 

Christ’s response is “I know that, but you can learn from me.” 

Christ’s washing the feet of His disciples gives meaning to the Mystical Supper – we 

understand the supper as a sacrifical act.  Both the Last Supper and the foot washing 

reveal Christ’s own crucifixion as a voluntary act on His part, and the crucifixion itself 

gives the power and meaning to the more symbolic acts done in the upper room with the 

disciples – humbling Himself to wash their feet, and then offering them the bread and 

wine given the new meaning of His body and blood sacrificed for the life of the world. 

Holy Thursday: The Restoration of Life as Communion 
with God 
Posted on April 16, 2009 by Fr. Ted 

St. Vladimir’s Seminary sent out those on their mailing list an 

excerpt from Fr. Alexander Schmemann’s book on HOLY WEEK.   

The entire passage is beautiful, but I will quote her part extremely 

relevant to Holy Thursday and the commemoration of the Last 

Supper – the institution of the Holy Eucharist.   Unfortunately in 
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Orthodox piety the Vespers-Liturgy which celebrates Christ’s instituting the Eucharist is 

often made a less important liturgical service than doing the Matins of Holy Friday with 

its 12 Gospel readings.  But it is in the Upper Room, in the washing of the disciple’s feet 

and in Christ saying the words of consecration that we are given to understand the 

sacrificial nature of His voluntary death on the cross.    Perhaps one day there will be the 

liturgical revival that will restore the services to their proper times and which will make 

the Vespers-Liturgy of Holy Thursday as central to Orthodox piety as it is to our 

theology. 

God is Love (1 John 4:8).  And the first gift of Love was life.  The meaning, the content 

of life was communion.  To be alive man was to eat and drink, to partake of the world.  

The world was thus Divine Love made food, made Body of man.  And being alive, that 

is, partaking of the world, man was to be in communion with God, to have God as the 

meaning, the content, and the end of his life.  Communion with the God-given world 

was indeed communion with God.  Man received his food from God and making it his 

body and his life, he offered the whole world to God; transformed it into life in God and 

with God.  The love of God gave life to man; the love of man for God transformed this 

life into communion with God.  This was paradise.  Life in it was, indeed, Eucharistic.  

Through man and his love for God the whole creation was to be sanctified and 

transformed into one all-embracing sacrament of Divine Presence, and man was the 

priest of the sacrament.  

But in sin man lost this Eucharistic life.  He lost it because he ceased to see the world as 

means of communion with God and his life as eucharist, as adoration and 

thanksgiving.  He loved himself and the world for their sake; he made himself the 

content and the end of his life.  He thought that his hunger and thirst – that is, the 

dependence of his life on the world – could be satisfied by the world as such, by food as 

such.  But world and food, once they are deprived of their initial sacramental meaning 

as means of communion with God; once they are not received for God‟s sake, and filled 

with hunger and thirst for God; once, in other words, God is no longer their real 

„content,‟ can give no life, satisfy no hunger, for they have no life in themselves.  And 

thus by putting his love in them, man deviated his love from the only object of all love, 

of all hunger, of all desires.  And he died.  For death is the only inescapable 

„decomposition‟ of life cut from its only source and content.  Man thought to find life in 

the world and in food, but he found death.    His life became communion with death, 

for instead of transforming the world by faith, love, and adoration into communion 

with God, he submitted himself entirely to the world; he ceased to be its priest and 



became its slave.  And by his sin the whole world was made a cemetery, where people 

condemned to death partook of death and „sat in the region and shadow of death‟ 

(Matthew 4:16).  

But if man betrayed God, God remained faithful to man.  He did not „turn Himself 

away forever from His creature whom H had made, neither did He forget the works of 

His hands, but He visited him in diverse manners, through the tender compassion of 

His mercy „ (from the Liturgy of St. Basil).  A new Divine work began, that of 

redemption and salvation.  And it was fulfilled in Christ, the Son of God, who, in order 

to restore man to his pristine beauty and to restore life as communion with God, 

became Man, took upon Himself our nature, with its thirst and hunger, with its desire 

for and love of life.  And in Him life was revealed, given, accepted, and fulfilled as total 

and perfect Eucharist, as total and perfect communion with God.  He rejected the basic 

human temptation: to live „by bread alone‟; He revealed that God and His kingdom are 

the real food, the real life of man.  And this perfect Eucharistic Life, filled with God, 

and therefore Divine and immortal, He gave to all those who believe in Him, that is, 

find Him the meaning and content of their lives.  Such is the wonderful meaning of the 

Last Supper.  He offered Himself as true food of man, because the Life revealed in Him 

is the truth Life.  And thus the movement of Divine Love which began in paradise with 

a Divine „take, eat…‟ (for eating is life for man) comes now „unto the end‟ with the 

Divine „take, eat, this is My Body…‟ (for God is life for man).  The Last Supper is the 

restoration of the paradise of bliss, of life as Eucharist and Communion. 

Fr. Alexander Schmemann, HOLY WEEK: A LITURGICAL EXPLANATION FOR THE 

DAYS OF HOLY WEEK 

 

The Defeat of Death and the Beauty of New Creation 
Posted on April 17, 2009 by Fr. Ted 

 Great and Holy Friday 

In Orthodoxy, the Genesis story of the creation and fall of 

humanity is what gives rise to the need for salvation – the 

very particular salvation of God becoming human in order 

to restore humanity to God.   If we understand the story of 

Genesis 1-3, we can make sense of the purpose of the 

crucifixion of Jesus Christ and how Christ, as a new Adam, 

not only undoes all that the first Adam did wrongly but He 

does all that Adam left undone, all that Adam failed to do in and for creation.  So the 
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comparing and contrasting of the first Adam in Paradise with the new Adam, Jesus 

Christ, who restores us to Paradise is a common theme in Christian writing – it helps us 

both understand the real meaning of Genesis (not its mere literal reading which does 

not reveal the full purpose of the story) because Christ becomes the key which unlocks 

the meaning hidden in the Genesis text.  In Christ we finally understand what it is to be 

human – it is to be in full communion with God. 

This is what I mean: Adam rightly died, for he had sinned; the Lord died unjustly, for He 

sinned not. Until the Lord’s crucifixion death rightly had dominion over men. But since 

the Lord was sinless, what right did the devil have to put Him to death? Unjustly 

subjected to death, the Lord vanquished the one who put him to death and, so doing, 

freed Adam from the death he deserved as a sinner. Moreover, consider the two chief 

passions which held sway over the human race-pleasure and grief. Neither could 

conquer Christ when He became man. First the devil attacked Him on the mountain 

tempting Him with pleasure [Mt. 4:3-9]. Finding Him invincible, the devil then 

employed the cunning snare of grief to defeat Him, if he could. Again the Lord prevailed. 

No matter what kind of sorrow the Lord faced-the disciples’ denial, the soldiers’ 

mockery, the blasphemies of the bystanders- the devil found Him to be unconquerable. 

Not even the grief of crucifixion could induce the Lord to hate His murderers…. Instead, 

He loved them and prayed for them saying, “Father, lay not this sin to their charge.” See 

how He conquered by the very means which seemed to accomplish His defeat! 

Therefore, the cross has become His exaltation and His glory.” (The Blessed 

Theophylact, THE EXPLANATION OF THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO ST. JOHN) 

The story of Christ’s death and resurrection is the story of humanity restored to God and 

of the promised new creation.  The sin of Adam and Eve led to humanity being exiled 

from Paradise, and the entire Old Testament is a repeating story of humans falling 

short, falling into sin and being left outside of the promised land.  In Christ humanity’s 

exile from God ends. 

The theme of the new Eden (the thorns and briers of Genesis 3 replaced with beautiful 

shrubs) picks up one of the main subtexts of the whole biblical story.  Ultimately, the 

real exile, the real leaving-home moment, was the expulsion of humankind from the 

Garden of Eden.  Israel’s multiple exiles and restorations are ways of reenacting that 

primal expulsion and symbolically expressing the hope for homecoming, for humankind 

to be restored, for God’s people to be rescued, for creation itself to be renewed.  And one 

of the main themes that comes back again and again, bubbling up unstoppably and 

echoing around the ancient prophecy as it echoes around the human heart, is the beauty 
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of the new creation, of Jerusalem and its inhabitants, of the landscape filled with 

peaceful animals, of the mountains and hills singing for joy.  Isaiah never forgot that the 

reason God called Abraham in the first place was in order to put the entire creation back 

to rights, to fill heaven and earth with his glory. 

But new creation will come about only through one final and 

shocking exile and restoration.  The themes of king and Temple, of 

Torah and new creation, of justice, spirituality, relationship, and 

beauty, come rushing together in the dark theme which lies at the 

heart of the same book of Isaiah.  The king turns into a servant, 

YHWH’s servant.    (N.T. Wright, SIMPLY CHRISTIAN: WHY 

CHRISTIANITY MAKES SENSE) 

The crucifixion story is that final shocking exile revealing how far 

humanity has fallen away from God.  Yet God overcomes that 

distance and that exile and in His love He transfigures and transforms fallen mortal 

creation, raising Jesus from the dead, destroying the power of death, and thus revealing 

the beauty of His creation and its power over death. 

Holy Friday: Death is the Enemy of God 

Posted on April 17, 2009 by Fr. Ted 

The purpose of Christianity is not to help people 

by reconciling them with death but to reveal the 

Truth about life and death in order that people 

may be saved by this Truth.  … Christianity is not 

reconciliation with death.  It is the revelation of 

death, and it reveals death because it is the 

revelation of Life.  Christ is this Life.  And only if 

Christ is Life is death what Christianity proclaims 

it to be, namely the enemy to be destroyed, and 

not a „mystery‟ to be explained.  Religion and secularism, by explaining death, give it a 

„status,‟ a rationale, make it „normal.‟  Only Christianity proclaims it to 

be abnormaland, therefore, truly horrible.  At the grave of Lazarus Christ wept, and 

when His own hour to die approached, „he began to be sore amazed and very heavy.‟  

In the light of Christ, this world, this life are lost and beyond mere „help,‟ not because 

there is fear of death in them, but because they have accepted and normalized death.  

To accept God‟s world as a cosmic cemetery which is to be abolished and replaced by 
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an „other world‟ which looks like a cemetery („eternal rest‟) and to call this religion, to 

live in a cosmic cemetery and to „dispose‟ every day of thousands of corpses and to get 

excited about a „just society‟ and to be happy! – this is the fall of man.  It is not the 

immorality or the crimes of man that reveal him as a fallen being; it is his „positive 

idea‟ – religious or secular – and his satisfaction with this ideal.  This fall, however, 

can be truly revealed only by Christ, because only in Christ is thefullness of 

life revealed to us, and death, therefore, becomes „awful,‟ the very fall from life, the 

enemy.  It is this world (and not any „other world‟), it is this life (and not some 

„other life‟) that were given to man to be a sacrament of the divine presence, given as 

communion with God, and it is only through this world, this life, by „transforming‟ 

them into communion with God that manwas to be.  The horror of death is, therefore, 

not in its being the „end‟ and not in physical destruction.  By being separation from the 

world and life, it is separation from God.  The dead cannot glorify God.  It is, in 

other words, when Christ reveals Life to us that we can hear the Christian message 

about death as the enemy of God.  It is when Life weeps at the grave of the friend, 

when it contemplates the horror of death, that the victory over death begins.   (Fr. 

Alexander Schmemann, FOR THE LIFE OF THE WORLD) 

 

The Cross – Christ’s Throne as Servant 

Posted on April 18, 2009 by Fr. Ted 

One theme of Great Lent which has spoken to 

me so clearly this year is that of our being 

servants.  The Gospel of the Last Judgment 

which we heard 2 Sundays before Great Lent 

started says that our final judgment is going to 

be based on what kind of servants we were – 

did we do for Christ what He needed in the 

form of the least of His brothers and sisters?  

Did we serve these people?- for if we did then 

we served Christ. 

That same theme was so clear also in Christ’s lessons to His disciples as they argued 

about who was the greatest and requested being given the most favored sits at his right 

and left side.  Christ rebuked such thinking and said the values of the Kingdom of God 

are to serve, as He had come into the world to do. 
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Then in the Upper Room, Christ discarded his master’s garb, and took the towel of a 

servant to wash His disciples’ feet.  There in the Upper Room we have an experience in 

the sacramental foot washing and Eucharist of the Kingdom of God – it is a kingdom in 

which the master serves, and tells us then to imitate Him for such are the values of the 

Kingdom of Heaven. 

The value of serving also stood out in my thinking during Holy Friday Matins as the 

Beatitudes were being chanted.   For in declaring the blessedness of Christ when He 

comes in His kingdom we realize He did so in the Upper Room in making Himself 

servant to His disciples and then again on the cross when He served all of humanity.   In 

our iconography when is Christ labeled to be in His glory?  On the cross we find the King 

of Glory.  He is in His glory as He is in His Kingdom for on the Cross and in the Upper 

Room Christ is modeling and living the upside-down values of God’s Kingdom.   There 

He reigns for in those moments He was doing His will, the will of the Father, and was 

making the coming Kingdom present on earth. 

While the theme of Christ as servant, and Christ calling us to be servants of His will and 

of one another, seems clear throughout the Lenten season (it is a theme in the Triodion 

hymns as well) and through Holy Week, it also seems to me that it is a theme that has 

been down played in Orthodox piety which has been so heavily influenced by monastic 

asceticism.  In the ascetical mode, the emphasis is on humility and obedience – both 

which can be virtues related to being a servant.  But the ascetic tone often comes across 

as emphasizing self-denial and “saving yourself” rather than on serving others.  It is a 

degree of emphases which I think comes across as not trying to help us all be Christians, 

but rather trying to make us all into monks.  If we see ourselves as servants of Christ and 

of one another, there is great room for allowing Christ’s emphasis on love to become the 

major virtue of our lives.  “Love one another as I have loved you,” said Christ.  That 

emphasis on love for one another, on the least of Christ’s brothers and sisters is 

sometimes lost in the heavily ascetical emphasis of Orthodox piety where the focus 

seems to be on “me” -  I must keep the fast, I must be obedient, I must deny myself.  

Christ, however, in washing the feet of the disciples, and in commanding us to imitate 

Him in being servants one of another, offers us the model of what it is to be a servant of 

others.  He enacts for us the emphasis of His teaching – love for God and love for one 

another.   In His crucifixion, again Christ shows His role as servant as St. Paul said in 

Philippians 2:4-11.  He was obedient in accepting death, but He was a servant.  The 

ascetic mode of thinking tends to emphasize only the self-denial portion of this and the 



personal suffering of Christ on the cross, which we are to imitate.  Christ however did 

not seem to have a goal to call us to suffering – He came to defeat death, sickness and 

suffering in this world; rather He called us to love which we enact in service to one 

another.  This is a theme for all Christians – monks may indeed understand service 

within their small communities – but it is a message for all Christians.  We are to live in 

service to one another in imitation of the love of Christ.  That is one of the great but 

often overlooked lessons of Great Lent.  As we saw Christ do, we are to go and do 

likewise. 

In Baptism We Put on Our Glorious Body 
Posted on April 18, 2009 by Fr. Ted 

 Great and Holy Saturday 

To commemorate Christ’s death and resurrection 

is to participate in it. We participate in it by our 

baptism in which we are buried with Christ and 

raised with Him from the dead.  We participate in 

the death and resurrection in the liturgical 

services and in the sacraments of the church.  

St.Gregory Nazianzus says we are to become one 

of the biblical characters in the Gospel story. He wrote: 

  If you are Simon of Cyrene, take up the cross and follow. If you are crucified with him 

as a thief, come to know God as kindhearted; if he was counted among the lawless 

because of you and your sin, become law abiding because of him. Worship the one 

hanged for you even if you are hanging; gain something even from the evil, purchase 

salvation by death. Come into paradise with Jesus so as to learn from what you have 

fallen. Contemplate the beauties there; leave the murmurer to die outside with his 

blasphemies. And if you are Joseph from Arimathea, ask for the body from the crucifier; 

let that which cleanses the world become yours. And if you are Nicodemus, the 

nocturnal worshipper of God, bury him with scented ointments. And if you are a certain 

Mary or another Mary or Salome or Joanna, weep at daybreak. Be first to see the stone 

removed, and perhaps the angels and Jesus himself. Say something, hear his voice. If 

you hear, “Do not touch me,” stand far off, have reverence for the Word, but do not be 

sorrowful. For he knows those by whom he was seen first. Keep the feast of the 

resurrection; help Eve, the first who fell, and her who first greeted Christ and made him 

known to the disciples. Become   Peter or John; hasten to the tomb, running against 

each other, running together, competing in the good competition. And if you are beaten 
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in speed, win in zeal, not just peeping into the tomb but going inside. And if like Thomas 

you are left behind when the disciples have assembled to whom Christ manifests 

himself, when you see do not disbelieve; and if you disbelieve, believe those who tell 

you. If you cannot believe then either, believe the prints of the nails. And if he descends 

into Hades, go down with him. Know also the mysteries of Christ there; what is the 

saving plan, what is the reason for the twofold descent, to save everyone absolutely by 

his manifestation, or there also only those who believe. 

At the Liturgy on Holy Saturday we sing, “As many as have been baptized into Christ, 

have put on Christ.”  Putting on Christ means to receive from Christ the glorious 

garments which God had bestowed upon Adam and Eve when they lived in communion 

with the Father, Son and Holy Spirit in Paradise before the Fall.   

 And in his Letter to the Corinthians, Paul described the 

resurrection as an act of “putting on immortality” (1 Cor. 15:53). 

From these letters three sets of symbols emerge: first, baptism is 

marked by clothing; second, baptism is a participation in the death 

and resurrection of Jesus; third, resurrection is a putting on of 

immortality. All we need to do is add the theme of the stripping of 

Adam and the picture is complete: At baptism the Christian is 

stripped of the garments inherited from Adam and vested with 

the token of those garments he or she shall enjoy at the resurrection. And, not by 

accident, the entire incarnate life of Jesus is read through the same lens; Prior to his 

incarnation, Christ resided in heaven clothed in glory. He descended to earth, assuming 

the garments of flesh bequeathed by Adam at his fall. There, he persevered all 

temptation and was obedient even to the point of death. As a result, God the Father 

raised him from the dead and reclothed him with a glorious body on Easter morning. 

              (Gary A. Anderson, The Genesis of Perfection) 
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