
Holy Week 2010 

 

Lazarus Saturday (2010) 

Posted on March 26, 2010 by Fr. Ted 

“Christ weeps at the grave of his dead friend Lazarus – what a 

powerful witness!  He does not say, ‘Well, now he is in heaven, 

everything is well; he is separated from this difficult and 

tormented life.’  Christ does not say all those things we do in our 

pathetic and uncomforting attempts to console.  In fact he says 

nothing—he weeps.  And then, according to the Gospels, he 

raises his friend, that is, he restores him into that life from which 

we are supposedly to find liberation toward a higher good.”   (Fr. 

Alexander Schmemann, O DEATH, WHERE IS THY STING?, p 

25) 

There was a belief in Jewish Rabbinic tradition that “sleep” defines human mortality 

and impermanence (My thanks to Dr. Silviu Bunta of the University of Dayton from 

whom I learned this fact).  The fact that God could put Adam to sleep before fashioning 

Eve, is the sign that Adam is not divine.  God’s threat to Adam that should he eat the 

forbidden fruit of the Tree of Knowledge was simply another sign of Adam’s created 

rather than divine nature.  Sleep in the scriptures is used as a euphemism for being 

mortal:  “slept with his ancestors” means the person died.  “Consider and answer me, O 

LORD my God; lighten my eyes, lest I sleep the sleep of death…”  (Psalms 13:3)    Thus 

while sleep is a sign of human mortality, meaning humans are not divine by nature, 

death is imaged as sleep.  Humans cannot prevent their own death, and neither can they 

raise themselves from the sleep of death. 

With these thoughts in mind, the Gospel Lesson of the Raising of Lazarus, shows itself 

to be very significant for who Jesus is, what He accomplished in His life, and also what 

the true meaning of being human is. 

 After saying this, Jesus told disciples, “’Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am 

going there to awaken him.’  The disciples said to him, ‘Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he 

will be all right.’  Jesus, however, had been speaking about his death, but they thought 

that he was referring merely to sleep. Then Jesus told them plainly, ‘Lazarus is dead. 
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 For your sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to 

him’”  (John 11:11-15). 

Jesus in speaking of Lazarus having fallen asleep, speaks of Lazarus’ death, but also of 

his (fallen) human nature.  Jesus weeps for His friend, the fallen human, created in 

God’s image, and yet mortal – asleep and incapable of waking up.  Jesus goes to the 

tomb of Lazarus, and calls to him, as a man might call to awaken his friend: 

“When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, ‘Lazarus, come out!’ The dead man 

came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. 

Jesus said to them, ‘Unbind him, and let him go’”  (John 11:43-44). 

In awaking Lazarus from the dead, Jesus not only reveals His own divinity, but He also 

reveals again the nature of humans created in God’s image and likeness.  

“Jesus answered, ‘Is it not written in your law, “I said, you are gods”?  If those to whom 

the word of God came were called “gods”—and the scripture cannot be annulled—  can 

you say that the one whom the Father has sanctified and sent into the world is 

blaspheming because I said, “I am God’s Son”’?”   (John 10:34-36) 

 

Christ raising Adam & Eve from Hades 

The fact that Lazarus sleeps reveals the created and human nature of Jesus’ dear friend.  

That fact that Jesus is able to wake Lazarus from the sleep of death reveals Jesus’ 

divinity, but also,  not only Lazarus being in God’s image but the fact that humanity was 

created by God to share in the divine life.  Death is the fiction which separates us from 

God.  Jesus overcomes death, that usurping jailor who held humankind captive.   As a 

text from the Matin’s Canon for Lazarus Saturday reads: 
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“The deeps are afraid at Your presence, O Lord.  All the waters serve You, O Source of 

life.  The gatekeepers of Hades tremble before You, O Christ.  The bars of death are 

broken by Your power.  Lazarus rises from the grave at Your command, O almighty 

Savior and Lover of mankind.”  

Death has something to fear – the deception is over.  Death is not the final power over 

each human being, but rather death is merely the final enemy for God to defeat.  Death 

and Satan are shocked to see that humans in fact have God’s image permanently 

imprinted on them, and that they do share in the divine life and so can break his chains 

and escape imprisonment in his impermanent hell.  Death is trampled down by Christ’s 

own death, giving life to all those in the graves. 

Palm Sunday and Holy Week (2010) 

Posted on March 28, 2010 by Fr. Ted 

PALM SUNDAY 

(From Sunday Vespers) 

From palms and branches, 

from one divine feast to another, 

let us make haste, we who believe, 

to reverence Christ’s passion, 

that mystery of salvation. 

Let us see him suffer 

willingly for us. 

In thanksgiving let us sing him 

a song such as we should: 

Lord, source of mercy 

and harbor of salvation, 

glory to you! 
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HOLY WEEK     “We call the week great, not 

because it has a greater number of hours – 

other weeks having many more hours, after 

all – not because it has more days, there 

being the same number of days in this and 

the other weeks, of course. So why do we 

call this week great? Because in it many 

ineffable good things come our way: in it 

protracted war is concluded, death is 

eliminated, curses are lifted, the devil’s 

tyranny is relaxed, his pomps are despoiled, 

the reconciliation of God and man is achieved, heaven is made accessible, human beings 

are brought to resemble angels, those things which were at odds are united, the wall is 

laid low, the bar is removed, the God of peace having brought peace to things on high 

and things on earth. This, then, is the reason we call the week great, because in it the 

Lord lavished on us such a plethora of gifts. This is the reason many people intensify 

their fasting as well as their sacred watching and vigils, and practice almsgiving, thus 

showing by their behavior the regard they have for the week. After all, since the Lord in 

this week has regaled us with such great goods, how are we too not obliged to 

demonstrate our reverence and regard as far as we can?”    (St. John 

Chrysostom,  Homilies on Genesis 18-45, pg 221) 

 

Thinking about Palm Sunday (2010) 
Posted on March 28, 2010 by Fr. Ted 

Palm Sunday  2010 Sermon Notes  

   Gospel:   John 12:1-18 

1)     We know from Christian history that 

very early on a fast before the celebration 

of Pascha developed.  The fasting period 

evolved into the time in which the 

catechumens were being prepared for 

their Baptisms.  Great Lent became a 

catechetical time in which the question 

being answered was, “Who is Jesus?”  

The Saturday and Sunday epistle and 
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Gospel lessons from Romans and Mark focus on answering that question. 

By the end of Great Lent the catechumens come to Palm Sunday feeling confident about 

their decision to embrace Christ and to accepts God’s call to faithfulness.  But they had 

to learn the hard lesson of discipleship:  following Christ is not just heavenly glory and 

eternal life.  It also is the way of the cross, suffering, the tomb.  It is a challenge to our 

faith – did we choose to follow the real Messiah?  Why then might I suffer, or why do I 

have to practice self denial?   As we know from reading the Gospels, the original 12 

disciples did not like Jesus’ message about suffering and the cross.  They ignore Jesus 

when he speaks about such things or they even try to silence Jesus.  The message of the 

Cross challenges those who are following Christ – how will we behave when put to the 

test?  What will become of our faith in the face of the challenges of life- for problems do 

not disappear when we become Christian. 

We will behave like the first disciples did.  Some of us will flee – some will not come to 

the Holy Week services as they are long and inconvenient.  Some will rather pursue their 

usual pursuits – their jobs, loves, wants and wishes.  Some will only show up again at 

the resurrection, hiding from the cross and fleeing the crucified Lord.   Some want only 

triumph but not the battle that must be waged to achieve victory.   Some will only want 

to be secret disciples – as long as nothing is demanded of us, no change, no giving up 

anything, no suffering or self denial, we will “follow” Christ.  We will be challenged at 

remaining faithful in the face of prosperity AND in the face of suffering for the faith. 

 

Christ the Humble Son of God 

2)   On Palm Sunday We are not just remembering what happened 2000 years ago, the 

question is not who was Christ? But who is He to us?  We are to walk with Him even to 

the cross.   Why we should is dependent on who He is. 

While it is historically important what the first disciples thought about Jesus and who he 

is, Palm Sunday is not mostly about what the disciples said about Jesus 2000 years ago.  



The issue is who do we say that Christ is?  Who is Jesus today?  Who do we say He is?   

That is the profession of faith we make at our baptisms, at every Liturgy, every time we 

recite the Creed. 

We are claiming to be His followers and disciples.  Who is He that we should want to 

follow Him?  Palm  Sunday addresses our relationship to Christ and our own experience 

of Him.  Who do we claim He is?  What are we willing to tell others about Him?   What 

can others see in us that would make them want to be Christians as well?  

3)  John’s Gospel says people came to see not only Jesus, but also Lazarus (John 12:9) 

who Jesus raised from the dead (John 11:1-45).  Each of us Christians are Lazarus today 

– people come to see what Christ has done in our lives.  Yes people want to see Jesus 

and to know who He is.  But they can’t always find Him, but they can find those who 

claim that Jesus is their Master and Lord.   Those who don’t yet believe in Christ can see 

those of us who claim to follow Christ and who say that He has given us new life through 

baptism and the Eucharist.  They can find us and they can watch us.  Each of us is 

Lazarus, whom Christ has raised from the dead,  to the rest of the world today.  We are 

those who Christ has raised up from sin, from corruption, from evil and death, through 

repentance and baptism.  We hopefully live in such a way as Christian disciples that 

people want not only to see Christ, but also to see us – to see how we live and what we 

think and say.   When we assemble here in Church, we create a public image and we are 

always inviting others to come and see us in whom Christ has working His life giving 

power, overcoming in us sin and death.   Some want to know if Christ is real or not and 

the only way they can know is by coming  to see us. 

 

Great & Holy Monday (2010) 

Posted on March 29, 2010 by Fr. Ted 

A main theme of the first days of Holy Week is the return of Christ – 

imaged as the Bridegroom coming at midnight, with those who were 

expecting Him being either foolish or wise in terms of preparedness.  

The greatest act of preparedness according to the Patristic 

commentators is actively loving one another.  We don’t “prepare” by 

suddenly reacting to that which catches us by surprise.  Preparedness 

is that which we do everyday even when an expected event seems 

distant and remote.  We are to be disciples daily – take up your cross daily and follow 
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me says Jesus – not just in a last-minute reaction to the end’s imminent arrival.  We are 

to be vigilant regarding Christ’s coming again. 

“The Fathers’ commentary on the parable of wise and foolish virgins discerns in the 

image of the empty lamps the drying up of love…The Swiss socialist Ragaz stressed the 

tragic rift between those who believe in God but are not interested in His Kingdom and 

the atheists who want to build the Kingdom, but who do not believe in God.”    (In the 

World, of the Church: A Paul Evdokimov Reader) 

 

Great & Holy Tuesday (2010) 
Posted on March 30, 2010 by Fr. Ted 

THE JUDGEMENT OF GOD 

The images in these passages is that of an 

eminently patient God who has again and 

again gone beyond what justice would require; 

God bears the sins of the  people rather than 

exacting judgment. Yet there comes a time 

when God’s patience is at an end. 

            But Joshua said to the people, 

                “You cannot serve the Lord [and other 

gods]; 

                For he is a holy God; he is a jealous 

God; 

                He will not forgive [bear] your transgression or your sins. 

                                              (Josh. 24:19) 

While difficult, this passage makes the point that God will not bear the people’s sins 

perpetually… 

                I have not burdened you with offerings or wearied you with frankincense, 

                But you have burdened me with your sins, you have wearied me with your    

                iniquities. (Isa. 43:23-24) 
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God is said not to have laid a heavy burden of expectations upon his people. The 

people, however, have laid a heavy burden upon God by their sins.  (Terence E. 

Fretheim, The Suffering of God: An Old Testament Perspective) 

 

Great & Holy Wednesday (2010) 

Posted on March 31, 2010 by Fr. Ted 

REPENTANCE AS CHOICE  

  

 

The Disciple Judas betraying Christ with a kiss 

On Great Wednesday the Church invites the faithful to focus their attention on two 

figures: the sinful woman who anointed the head of Jesus shortly before the passion 

(Mt. 26:6-13), and Judas, the disciple who betrayed the Lord. The former acknowledged 

Jesus as Lord, while the latter severed himself from the Master. The one was set free, 

while the other became a slave. The one inherited the kingdom, while the other fell into 

perdition. These two people bring before us concerns and issues related to freedom, sin, 

hell and repentance.  The full meaning of these things can be understood only within the 

context and from the perspective of the existential truth of our human existence…Sin is 

more than breaking rules and transgressing commandments. It is the willful rejection of 

a personal relationship with the living God. It is separation and alienation; a way of 

death…Likewise, repentance is not merely a change in attitude, but a choice to follow 

God… 

“While the sinful woman brought oil of myrrh, the disciple came to an agreement with 

the transgressors. She rejoiced to pour out what was very precious, he made haste to 

sell the One who is above all price. She acknowledged Christ as Lord, he severed 

himself from the Master. She was set free, but Judas became the slave of the enemy. 

Grievous was his lack of love. Great was her repentance. Grant such repentance also 
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unto me, O Savior who has suffered for our sake, and save us.”   (Orthos of Great 

Wednesday) 

(Alkiviadis C. Calivas, Great Week and Pascha in the Greek Orthodox Church, pg. 38-41) 

 

Holy Wednesday (2010) Sermon notes 
Posted on April 1, 2010 by Fr. Ted 

Holy Wednesday 

Throughout Lent I’ve tried through the sermons to 

remind you of the catechetical nature of Great Lent 

– to experience Lent as catechumens from the first 

centuries of Christianity would have experienced it – 

a walk in which we come to know, believe and 

understand who Jesus Christ is. 

Tonight we now come face to face with the things of this world for which God became 

incarnate.  The very reason that God sends His Son into the world is to confront what is 

wrong with this world – sin, suffering, illness, evil, Satan, and death.    We all experience 

the reality of these problems – the ravages of sickness, war, mortality, the Fallen world.  

These battles are not simply the battles of the past – what ancient peoples suffered, what 

the Jews had to face in order to be faithful to God. 

The ravages of the fallen world affect all of humankind – Jew and Gentile, believer and 

non-believer, saint and sinner, atheist and Christian. 

Tonight we recognize the power of Christ to confront in the world sin with forgiveness, 

evil with good, death with resurrection, sickness with healing.  Tonight we ask the Risen 

Lord to heal us of our spiritual, mental and physical maladies.  We know these illnesses 

and diseases are part of this world, but we ask the risen Christ to help us in this world 

we our afflictions – to take away our sins and to heal our diseases.   We ask for this 

healing as an encouragement as we take up our crosses to follow Christ.  We don’t ask 

for Christ to take away our cross, for He has taught us He who would follow me must 

deny himself and take up his cross.  We ask for help in bearing our crosses.  We ask for 

His healing in order to give us the strength to bear one another’s burdens. To ask to 
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have our cross removed would be to tell Christ, “I don’t want to be your disciple.”  So we 

accept our cross and ask Christ to give us the strength and the health to bear it. 

We ask for healing, not to spend more energy on our own passions, desire and sins, but 

in order to help us love one another.  For the basis of Christ’s own healing power, as well 

as the power to forgive, and the power to conquer sin and death, is His love. 

 As the Apostle James warns in his epistle,  “You ask and do not receive, because you 

ask wrongly, to spend it on your passions” (4:3).  Tonight we ask for healing, not so we 

can be freed of illness and have more energy to pursue our self interests, but in order 

that we might all the more love one another. 

 

Great & Holy Thursday (2010) 
Posted on April 2, 2010 by Fr. Ted 

COMMUNING WITH CHRIST 

“The Master saith, My time is near at hand, with thee I make the pasch with My 

disciples.”   

 

The Communion of the Apostles 

“With my disciples…” because the Master’s pasch is always social. It is never only 

individual. Even if it is a question of that invisible Last Supper which Jesus can celebrate 

at any moment in the upper room of my soul, this room must remain open to all of 

Christ’s disciples. If I am with Jesus, I have to be with Peter, Andrew, James, John, Paul 

and all the apostles, and all those who either in past centuries or today, have been or are 

the Savior’s disciples. Jesus speaks of His disciples in these terms: “Go, tell My 

brethren…” I cannot isolate myself from the Savior’s brethren without separating myself 

from Him. I must commune with them in the same faith, with the same affection.  

(A Monk of the Eastern Church, Jesus: A Dialog with the Savior) 
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On Holy Thursday, we also commemorate the Lord Jesus Christ humbling himself to 

become a servant to His disciples – washing their feet.  He taught  us to imitate Him in 

this way of love, servant leadership (John 13:1-16). 

“Let the rulers of nations exercise lordship over them, but let the rulers of the Church be 

to it as servants”…In recognizing in the Church the existence of power other than that of 

love, one diminishes or even denies grace, for this would be to diminish or deny the 

common charism of love without which there could be no ministry.  ((Nicholas 

Afanasiev, The Church of the Holy Spirit, pg. 275) 

Christ came not to be served, but to serve and to give his life as a ransom for many 

(Mark 10:45) 

Holy Thursday (2010) Sermon Notes 

Posted on April 2, 2010 by Fr. Ted 

Tonight we commemorate the Mystical 

Supper – the last meal Christ ate with His 

disciples before His death and 

Resurrection.  We call it the Mystical 

Supper because Christ gave the bread and 

wine of the Passover Meal new meaning 

and importance by declaring we are to eat 

this meal in memory of Him, and by saying 

the bread and wine have mystically become His Body and His Blood.  We tonight enter 

into that story as the other disciples of Christ – we too are invited to the Mystical 

Supper, to the table with the other disciples, invited by our Lord Jesus Christ.   We are 

not simply remembering a 2000 year old historical event, nor are we merely re-enacting 

it.   Rather we are “remembering” the event.  How can we “remember” something we 

weren’t there to witness?   Because the remembering of the Liturgy places us in the 

event.  We are receiving this Body and Blood of Christ with the first apostles, not in the 

upper room, but in the Kingdom of Heaven.  We join the Communion of the Apostles 

whose icon is ever before in this church.  We are receiving the Body and Blood of the 

risen Lord – we already know the resurrection, we are not pretending to go back to a 

time before the resurrection.    Time is not of the essence in the mystical celebration of 

an historical event.   We enter into the Gospel story fully knowing the end of the story. 

 We know what the disciples did not know, but we don’t go back in time to a date in 
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which we too don’t know that is to happen.  The Gospel writers wrote the story years 

after the Resurrection and the Gospel narrative assumes we have a knowledge of the 

Resurrection.   The Gospel writers, the Gospel we read, and we ourselves all see the story 

of the Mystical Supper from the vantage point of Knowing Jesus Christ, the Risen 

Lord.    The Gospel narrative didn’t end with the crucifixion of Christ, nor was it written 

before the Resurrection was known and proclaimed.   So we see the story, hear the story 

and participate in the Last supper as believers in the Resurrection.  The only Christ we 

know is the Risen CLord.   We know what even the chosen 12 Disciples did not know on 

the night that Jesus was given up, or rather gave Himself up for the life of the world.  

Our faith in Jesus Christ risen from the dead brings us to the same table as the original 

12 chosen disciples.    Our faith brings us into the Gospel story and places us in the 

presence of all of these who have believed.  Our communion is not only with Christ, but 

also with His chosen 12, with Mary His mother, and with all the martyrs and saints who 

have believed throughout history. 

We are not re-enacting the events of 2000 years ago.  We are not trying to walk along 

and experience what Christ experienced, or what the disciples experienced. 

Christ for us is always the RISEN LORD.   We are not searching for the historical Jesus, 

for we believe in the RISEN Lord.  The Gospel lessons were written by those who already 

knew and believed in Christ risen from the dead. 

We view all of the events of Christ’s life from the vantage point of the resurrection, of 

God’s victory over sin, death, Satan and all evil. 

We don’t pretend that the suffering of Christ is unbearable.  For we know the Gospel 

Story of Christ through our faith  in Who He IS, not through who what the disciples 

didn’t understand of failed to believe.   Though it is true that our reaction to the Risen 

Christ may be the same incredulity and misunderstanding that the disciples themselves 

demonstrated.  

We now stand with all those who believe in the resurrection of Christ.  We stand tonight 

with those who know who Jesus is – the Christ, the Son of God, risen from the dead.   

The details in the 4 Gospel accounts do differ at points, but the faith of the Evangelists 

in Jesus Christ as Lord, risen from the dead, is one and the same in all 4 Gospels.   Our 

experience is of this same Jesus Christ.  The details of what happened are not quite as 

important as the truth about who Jesus is, and who we all receive into our hearts and 



lives when we believe in Him, when we hear proclaimed the Gospel, and when we 

receive Him in the Holy Eucharist. 

Great & Holy Friday (2010) 
Posted on April 2, 2010 by Fr. Ted 

The Betrayal of Christ 

“What is lost, what is not felt is the very meaning of Holy Friday: everybody betrays 

Christ. The wholecreation, the Apostles (“then all the 

disciples deserted Him and fled…”)(The Journals of Father 

Alexander Schmemann 1973-1983, pg 120) 

 THE CRUCIFIXION 

“Insofar as creation has been held back, infected, and 

disordered by evil, there will be redemption, 

a transfiguration. This does not mean a return to Eden but 

a remaking of creation into a new state, purged of death and 

corruption, a final union with God not given in the beginning. 

The prototype for this is Jesus Christ himself. The one 

through whom all things have been created has become one 

of us. He has entered the depths of cosmic disruption caused 

by sin. In Jesus’s healings, his stilling of the stormy waters, his raising Lazarus from the 

dead, we see God coming as a creature to demonstrate within the created order his 

lordship over it, setting it free from the forces of chaos.(Jeremy S. Begbie, Resounding 

Truth, pg 197) 

 

Great & Holy Saturday (2010) 
Posted on April 3, 2010 by Fr. Ted 

THE DESCENT OF CHRIST INTO HADES 

“Another Church Father, St. Cyril of Jerusalem 313-

387), develops the theme of the Descent into Hell in 

his Catechesis:  Death was afraid when it saw this New 

Man descending unfettered into Hell. Why does the sight 

of him make you afraid, O guardian of hell? What 

unwonted fear has come upon you? Death has fled and 

this flight only betrays its fear. The holy Prophets come 

to meet him, Moses, the Law-giver, Abraham, Isaac, 

Jacob, David, Solomon, Isaiah, and John the Baptist, the 
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witness who had asked: “Are you the one who is to come or should we await another?” 

He redeemed all the righteous ones that death had swallowed up…Then all the righteous 

said: “O Death, where is your victory: Hell, where is your sting?” The Conqueror has set 

us free! (14:19)…(Observe) great silence, for the king is asleep. The earth shook, then it 

was quiet, for God fell asleep in the flesh, and He has gone to awaken those who have 

slept for centuries…He is going to deliver from their pain the fettered Adam, and Eve 

held captive with him, He who is both their God and their son. Let us descend with him, 

that we might see the alliance between God and man. There is Adam, the first father 

who, being the first one created, is buried deeper than all those condemned. There is 

Abel who is the first to have died and who, as the first righteous pastor, prefigures the 

unjust murder of Christ. There is Noah, a figure of Christ, who built the great arch of 

God, the Church…There is Abraham, the Father of Christ, the one who offered to God, 

by a dagger yet without a dagger, a sacrifice of blood yet one without death. There dwell 

Moses…Daniel…Jeremiah…There is Jonah in the monster which is able to contain the 

world, meaning hell…And among the prophets there is one who cries out: “From the 

belly of Sheol hear my supplication, heed my cry!” And another: “Out of the depths I cry 

to thee, O Lord, hear my voice!” And another: “Let thy face shine and we shall be 

saved!”…”    (Michel Quenot, The Resurrection and the Icon) 
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Holy Friday 

The Gospel lessons regarding the 

crucifixion are about limits – the limits of 

what the Roman government can do.  For 

the maximum power of Rome was to kill 

someone.  Christ rises from the dead, 

shattering the power of death, and revealing 

the limits to Rome’s power and authority.  

God is not limited by the powers of this 

world – no matter how mighty and 

universal these powers seem to be.  Even 

death’s powers are not ultimate, universal, cosmic. 

For the catechumens of the earliest church this is an important message – for becoming 

a Christian is dangerous.  Rome might choose to kill them.  Martrydom however doesn’t 
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demonstrate Rome’s ultimate power, for there is life beyond the grave.  God’s power is 

greater than any power on earth including Rome, sin, death, Satan, evil. 

The cross says there are  limits to all earthly powers – Al Qaeda, Islam, even the U.S. 

government.    Who do we ultimately bow down to and serve?  Do we really believe in 

the power of God over death, as well as over every kingdom, philosophy, power, 

government, evil? 

Today many in America are afraid – afraid of terrorists, afraid of the government, afraid 

of politicians, of socialism, of terrorism, of taxes, of losing personal freedoms.  Christ 

stands to remind us that God is more important and more powerful than all of these 

things we fear. 

We as Christians are to be people of hope.  The crucifixion shows to us the world doing 

the worst it can to us and to God.  And in the end God triumphs over the powers of this 

world, over sin, over Satan and over death. 

The message of the cross is a message of hope – the world confronting God with its most 

fearsome powers, and God emerging victorious. 

We must never lose sight of the hope given to us through the cross.  For we have to take 

this message to the world and not be defeated by our fears of what the world might do to 

us. 
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St. Paul Church Holy Friday 

Obviously as the priest, my photos aren’t taken during any services.  But I enjoy 

photography and took some photos of what I did see and appreciate on Holy Friday. 

You can see my set of Holy Friday Photos 

athttp://www.flickr.com/photos/frted/sets/72157623635627859/ 

I have to get back to the set later to organize the photos and add comments, but they are 

still available for viewing.  
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Holy Saturday 

 

St. Paul Orthodox Church 

The events of Christ’s life as well as all of the events of the Old Testament constitute one 

story – they really aren’t meant to be read alone, individually apart from their context.  

Holy Saturday with its 15 Old Testament readings and an epistle and Gospel is one day 

when we experience the whole story of salvation in some context.  Each individual bible 

passage is part of the whole story – and there is only one story.  

 Our task as Christian community is to experience the story as a whole, to allow this one 

story to shape our purpose, our existence, our relationships, our purposes, goals and 

vision, so that we can participate in the flow of salvation and be moved together to the 

kingdom of God. 

Today, those who were catechumens become part of this same story that began in 

Genesis 1 with the creation of the world, continued through the history of Israel, through 

Passover and Exodus, through the prophets, and through Jesus Christ the incarnate 

God, and through the apostles and all the saints and martyrs of the church.  Today a few 

more are added to the great cloud of witnesses which God has called into the story of 

salvation. 
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