
2009 Post Paschal Sundays 

The Touching Story of the Apostle Thomas 

Posted on April 26, 2009 by Fr. Ted 

THOMAS SUNDAY                  John 20:19-31 

 The sense of touch – what is its importance to our lives?   

 We confirm many truths with it.  We confirm that a loved one 

is near by.  We sense warmth and life by it.  We can convey love 

and concern through it.  We connect to others in a deeper way 

when we touch them.  We confirm we are not dreaming, that 

we are wide awake, still alive and we can use touch to awaken 

another.  We can also use touch to diagnose illness and convey 

health through touch as some are trained to do.  It can also be 

used to convey tenderness and affection, as well as use it to get 

someone’s attention.  Touch can be used to verify truth. 

Touch is also involved when we make the sign of the cross on ourselves, when we are 

baptized and chrismated, and when we receive the Holy Eucharist.  Through this sense 

we can be put in touch with God, as the Apostle Thomas discovered. 

Of course touch can be used purely for sensuous, pleasurable and self satisfying 

purposes as well, as St. Gregory Nazianzus reminds us: 

 Let us purify our touch, taste, and throat, not touching softly and enjoying smooth 

things, but touching the Word made flesh for our sake as is fitting, and imitating 

Thomas in this. Let us not have sauces and seasonings tickling our palate, since they are 

akin to more harmful tickling. Rather, let us taste and know that the Lord is good, a 

better and more lasting taste. Let us not refresh briefly that cruel and ungrateful 

conduit, which sends through and does not keep what has been given it. Rather, let us 

delight it with divine words sweeter than honey. 
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The Blessed Doubt of Thomas 
Posted on April 27, 2009 by Fr. Ted 

THOMAS SUNDAY                  John 20:19-31 

One element to the resurrection stories found in all 4 of the Gospels 

which I think lends credence to the story of the resurrection is the 

recorded reaction of the women disciples of the Lord when they 

arrived at Christ’s tomb and discovered it was empty.  There was no 

immediate proclamation of the resurrection or belief in the 

resurrection by the women.  They are totally baffled and dismayed 

by the discovery of the empty tomb and don’t know what to make of 

it.   Seeing the empty tomb does not bring them to immediate faith, 

they need someone to interpret the empty tomb to them, and that is 

when they learn about the resurrection.  It is only in the interpretation offered to them 

by the angel being(s) that they begin to understand the empty tomb. 

 In Matthew 28 the women do go tell the disciples what they saw and were told but in 

28:17, doubt lingers among the disciples.   In Mark 16 the women flee from the tomb in 

fear and say nothing to anyone about what they saw.  In Luke 24 the women tell the 11 

disciples but in 24:11 the disciples clearly do not believe what the women tell them. In 

John 20 Mary Magdalene sees the empty tomb and reports it to the disciples.  Peter and 

John then look for themselves but no one knows what to think.  

 In today’s Gospel lesson when we see the disciples hiding behind locked doors in an 

upper room, it is not that they fear how people are going to respond to the Gospel of the 

resurrection that has them hiding.  They haven’t yet understood the resurrection – they 

are simply hiding in fear for their own lives.  The appearance of Christ in their midst 

comes as an unbelievable shock. 

 Thomas is not with the other disciples when Jesus appeared to 

them.  We are not told why Thomas wasn’t there – was he absent for 

an honorable reason?  We aren’t told whether his absence was 

worthy of a blessing.  

 When the other 10 disciples tell Thomas they saw Christ, his 

reaction is instant and complete disbelief.  “I don’t believe you!”   The 

disciples witness to one of their own – 10 to 1 – and yet the 10 cannot convince their 
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fellow disciple that Jesus is risen.   The whole resurrection narratives are filled with 

what seems to me a very credible disbelief.   Resurrection was unheard of, and they did 

not leap to belief in it.  

 Thomas’ own disbelief is called in one Orthodox hymn “the blessed doubt of Thomas.”  

For Thomas represents all of us who have a hard time believing in God;   ”Blessed are 

those who have not seen and yet believe,” Jesus says (20:29).  

 And the message to all of us today is a reminder how difficult it is to witness to Christ 

and to the resurrection.  Yet the disciples did go into the world and they and their 

disciples converted an entire empire over the period of about 300 years.  

Acts 5:12-20 gives us some indication that the disciple’s preaching was also 

accompanied by some miracles.  But the frequency of miracles declined through the 

history of Christianity.  And however hard it was in the time of the apostles to convince 

people that Jesus was risen from the dead and that Jesus is Lord, it is even more 

difficult for us today.  For the most part we are not able to show countless miracles.  So 

to prove we are disciples of Jesus our witness must rely on  our integrity and our 

credibility as disciples which is manifested in how we live, what we do, how we treat one 

another. 

 Take note also of the disciples’ reaction to Thomas and his disbelief.   Do they cast him 

out from their midst?   Do they shun him or excommunicate him?  No, one week later he 

is still with them, despite his vocal exclamation that he does not believe.  The disciples 

kept him as part of the community for Thomas had received his call from Christ, not 

from them.   Thomas was chosen by Christ, not by the disciples.   And though the 10 

disciples were powerless to change Thomas’ mind, they kept him in the fellowship and 

apparently despite his disbelief he was still attracted to Christ and to His followers. 

 This too is a lesson for us in how we are to treat those who express doubt and disbelief 

among us.   If those who struggle with faith are still willing to come to our fellowship 

and be numbered among us, we are to welcome them.  For though we fail in our witness 

to them to bring them to faith perhaps Christ Himself will speak to them when He is in 

our presence.  Our task is to keep such troubled believers in our midst so that Christ can 

speak to them. 



Remember that not everyone sees what you see in Christ or in 

Christianity or the Church.  Not everyone has experienced 

what you have – there are other Thomases out there who 

want to see and believe.  Even if we can’t bring them to faith, 

we can at least keep them coming until Christ speaks to them. 

 Not everyone can believe as you do.  Some doubt more than 

you do, and some doubt just as much.  Some believe as you 

do and some believe easier than you do or even more than 

you do.   If they have been chosen and called by Christ, our task is not to judge, but to 

treat them as the disciples treated Thomas:  Welcome them into the fellowship until that 

day and hour when Christ speaks to them and they come to faith. 

Thomas Sunday (1994) 

Posted on April 29, 2009 by Fr. Ted 

Sermon notes  St. Thomas Sunday, John 20:19-29    May 8, 1994 

At the very beginning of Great Lent I told you that Lent was 

designed to be a liturgical tool to teach us about life as disciples 

of Christ. I used the word microcosm, meaning the few weeks of 

Lent were really our whole life lived out in a few short weeks. 

Each Sunday of Great Lent was given a special Gospel Lesson to 

help us understand what it means to be a disciple of Christ. 

Each week was like moving down a narrowing tunnel. 

Each week our way of life, our beliefs and perspectives were challenged by our Lord 

Jesus Christ, so that we could properly understand and follow him. Each week we were 

drawn deeper into that ever narrowing tunnel, and as Mark’s Gospel has it, it is a tunnel 

that gets darker as we go in. It gets darker because the world increasingly rejects Christ 

and pushes him toward the crucifixion. It gets darker because slowly his family and 

followers and then even the disciples of Jesus abandon him, betray him, deny him and 

flee from him. 
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But also always, there is a speck of light at the end of 

the tunnel which we are drawn towards, which we 

continue to move towards, but to get there we must 

pass through this most narrow and painful passage, we 

are forced to crawl on our hands and knees on painful, 

cold and hard stone. 

There is no other way for us to go if we are to follow 

Christ, for we all must pass through that narrow and 

dark passage of the tomb of Christ. And all of Lent and 

all of Holy Week lead to the darkness of the night, 

Christ in the tomb, and we hoping that God will arise 

and judge the earth. And then in the middle of the 

night, in the midst of this darkness, the light appears, the unfading and everlasting and 

gladsome light of Christ, Risen from the dead. We have passed through the cross, 

through the tomb, through death, through hades, into the never ending light of God’s 

Kingdom. And that tomb of Christ which stinks of death suddenly becomes the fount of 

life, the source of the resurrection, the font of baptism, the means of new birth, of 

regeneration, of access to God, to the kingdom, to eternal life. 

The tomb of Christ, his death, his burial, 

become for all of us the passage into new 

life, we enter through this narrow passage 

way in our own baptism, where we die with 

Christ and are buried with him, and then 

are raised with him to a new and unending 

life. And each Pascha, we are reminded of 

this journey, of our journey through the 

darkness of this world, through the cross 

and tomb into the joyful light of God’s 

Kingdom. And our little walk into the darkness of the midnight, is a reminder that we 

are but sojourners on earth, passing through on our way to the Kingdom of God, and the 

night does pass away, and the darkness does fade into the light of Pascha, and the New 

Day, just as this world and our life on this earth also will pass away, and only that which 

God establishes will continue on forever. And that is a reminder not to live for this world 



which too is passing away like the night, but to live for the Kingdom of God which stands 

forever, and is never over come by the darkness. 

And today we stand on the other side of that tomb, of 

the darkness of death, the cross and the grave. Today 

we know of the resurrection and we have experienced 

the light and life of Christ our God in baptism, in the 

Gospel, in the Liturgy, in the Eucharist. And we pass 

through the tomb of Christ which also becomes the 

font of life for us all, and we are here again in the 

world, facing the new reality of God’s resurrection. 

But for all its newness, for all the light of Christ, and 

the power of the resurrection, and the joy, and the 

hope, we also notice that some things in the world 

have not changed. In fact many things seem to go on 

as if there is no God and there is no resurrection. The world is still awash in sin – in 

violence, disease, warfare, abortions, lust, greed, murder, death, disbelief. And we are 

confronted with this contradiction, if Jesus indeed is raised from the dead, why is the 

world so much like it was before? Are we really to believe that Jesus is risen from the 

dead? Are we to understand that this resurrection has changed the world forever? The 

apostles tell us that they saw Jesus alive, risen from the dead, but what are we to 

believe? 

And this is where the Gospel lesson today brings us. Because, like Thomas, we were not 

there when Jesus appeared, and even though people we trust, the apostles, their 

followers, our bishops, priests, grandparents and parents, all say Jesus is risen from the 

dead, are we to believe? 

And Jesus says to us, “You are indeed blessed, for you have not seen me and yet you 

believe.” 

It is the doubt of Thomas, which is our doubt, and his confession of faith is for us. 

 



Remember before you judge Thomas, that 

the other disciples also did not believe 

before they encountered the risen lord. 

None of them really believed in the 

resurrection until they had seen Christ 

themselves. The empty tomb, the message 

of the angels, the testimony of the 

myrrhbearing women, none of these things 

convinced the other disciples either. But 

Christ appears to the disciples and brings them to faith. He does not reject those slow-

to-believe followers, he does not reject Thomas, but encourages him to faith. Neither 

will he reject you or I if or when we doubt the Lordship of Christ Jesus. Instead, He 

invites us, he welcomes us, He is ever patient with us because He loves us. If we have 

our doubts, note well that so did the disciples. Yet they came to believe that the 

resurrection was true, and then they took that news to the world. 

Listen to these words from the hymns of Vespers for this Day. 

Thomas, called the twin, was absent 

When you came to your disciples through closed doors, O Christ. 

He refused to believe what they told him, 

But you did not reject him for his faithlessness. 

When he saw your side, and the wounds in your hands and feet, 

His doubts vanished and his faith was confirmed. 

After both seeing and feeling you, 

He confessed you to be neither and abstract God nor merely a man. 

He cried: Glory to you, my Lord and my God!” 

The disciples were assembled on the eighth day, 

When the Savior came and gave them his peace, 

He said to Thomas, 

“Come, Apostle! Feel my hands, which were pierced by the nails.” 

O Blessed doubt of Thomas, 

which brought the hearts of believers to knowledge. 

In fear we cry to You: 

“Glory to You, my Lord and my God!” 



If there are any doubts in your heart about Jesus or the resurrection, know that many 

people before you have also doubted, and there doubts were laid aside by personal 

experience, and it is they who witness to you today, who invite you to believe that Jesus 

of Nazereth is in fact God’s chosen Messiah, whose life, death and resurrection has 

changed the course of the world forever. 

Let us Go with the Myrrhbearing Women 

Posted on May 2, 2009 by Fr. Ted 

Holy Myrrhbearing Women                  Mark 15:43-16:8 

 As the memory of the paschal celebration fades in the days and weeks 

following the feast, we are offered in the Myrrhbearing Woman an image—a 

living icon—of paschal wonder, ecstatic wonder. If we listen attentively to the 

magnificent hymns of the Pentacostarian, we can hear the angelic 

announcement they heard and share the wonder that was theirs. In the midst of our 

ordinariness—shopping, taking the kids to school, fussing with the computer, sitting 

through office meetings, fighting traffic, or battling anxieties in the middle of the night—

in the midst of it, that image of the Myrrhbearing Women extends an invitation. It calls 

us to step out of ourselves for a while, and with them to enter the tomb where Jesus was 

laid out in death. It calls us to contemplate the ineffable mystery of the empty shroud, 

together with the angelic proclamation, “He is not here, He is risen!” (John 

Breck, Longing for God) 

 

BEFORE THE DAWN, THE MYRRHBEARING WOMEN SOUGHT, AS THOSE WHO 

SEEK THE  DAY,  THEIR SUN, WHO WAS BEFORE THE SUN YET HAD 

DESCENDED TO THE GRAVE,AND THEY CRIED TO EACH 

OTHER: O FRIENDS, COME,  LET US ANOINT WITH SPICES 

HIS LIFE-BEARING YET BURIED BODY, THE FLESH WHICH 

RAISED FALLEN ADAM AND NOW LIES IN THE TOMB. LET 

US ASSEMBLE, AND LIKE THE MAGI, LET US HASTEN AND 

LET US WORSHIP! LET US BRING MYRRH AS A GIFT TO 

HIM WHO IS WRAPPED NOW, NOT IN SWADDLING 

CLOTHES, BUT IN A WINDING SHEET.  LET US LAMENT AND CRY:LET US 

LAMENT AND CRY: ARISE, O MASTER!  AND BESTOW RESURRECTION ON THE 

FALLEN!    (Ikos from Matins) 
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The Myrrhbearing Women and Mark the Great Storyteller 
Posted on May 3, 2009 by Fr. Ted 

While the weeks after Pascha normally have daily Scripture readings from 

John’s Gospel, on this the 3rd Sunday after Pascha, the commemoration of 

the Myrrhbearing Women and Joseph of Arimathea, the Gospel Lesson 

isMark 15:43-16:8. 

One of the unusual aspects of the commemoration of the Myrrhbearing 

Women on this Sunday is that it is also one 

of several occasions in which the Orthodox 

Church openly celebrates diversity and 

divergence in its own tradition.  On Holy 

Friday at Vespers there is the beautiful and 

touching commemoration from John 19 of 

Joseph and Nicodemus taking Christ’s body 

down from the cross and anointing it with 

“about a hundred pounds’ weight” of myrrh 

and aloes.   Two weeks after Pascha we 

commemorate in Mark 16 the women coming to anoint the body of Jesus because in 

Mark’s Gospel no anointing takes place before the burial.   Thus we have two traditions 

– two different memories of what happened at the burial of Christ – one from the 

Apostle John and the other form the Apostle Peter (for history tells us that the 

Evangelist Mark is not one of the Twelve, but was in fact a disciple of St. Peter).  Both 

traditions are not only accepted in the Church but liturgically celebrated.  It is worth our 

noting this variation in tradition or that two different traditions are accepted and 

glorified because too often today Orthodox demand a monolithic presentation of 

everything or anything in the Church.  Here we have the case of two different traditions 

both liturgically celebrated by the Church.  One doesn’t have to choose between the two 

traditions, nor form one homogenized version by explaining away the difference, for 

both versions are part of the Gospel truth! 

In some ancient manuscripts, the Gospel of Mark ends at 16:8 with the women fleeing 

from the tomb but saying nothing to anyone about the resurrection out of abject fear. 

  Today some think Mark would not possibly have ended his Gospel at such an unusual 

ending.  It seems to me still possible that Mark intended to end the story there.  He is a 

masterful story teller.  At one point Mark has Jesus saying, “Who are my mother and my 

brothers?” And looking about at those who sat around him, he said, “Here are my 

mother and my brothers!  For whoever does the will of God, he is my brother and sister 
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and mother” (Mark 3:33-35).  It is a real invitation to all of those who hear the story to 

feel that Christ is speaking to us and declaring us to be His real family.   It is Mark’s way 

of being totally inclusive – all who listen to Christ as we are listening and all who do 

God’s will are made to be the brother, sister and mother of Jesus. 

I mention this because I think Mark could have ended his Gospel with the women saying 

nothing to anyone as a story telling device.  For the question that goes begging is “if the 

women said nothing to anyone, how do we know of the resurrection?”   And the answer 

is “the story didn’t end there, it continued with the Acts of the Apostles, and the 

formation of the Church and with you and I hearing the Gospel.” 

Biblical Scholar Craig Evans in HEARING THE OLD TESTAMENT IN THE NEW 

TESTAMENT writes: 

“The Gospel of Mark was written and circulated during an uncertain and fearful time.  

Christians had recently endured cruel persecution at the hands of Nero, at whose death 

the empire plunged into chaos during a time of war.  After three failed emperors, 

Vespasian ascended to the throne, hailed as the new ‘son of God,’ divinely empowered, 

able to heal.  Omens hinted at his coming; Jewish prophecy foretold it.  Surely in this 

man the Roman world would once again stabilize and benefit from the ‘good news,’ 

which has now begun. 

Not so, say the evangelist Mark.  The good news begins with Jesus Christ, the true Son 

of God – the Son recognized by God himself at the baptism and later at the 

transfiguration, the divine Son who is fearfully recognized by the spirits, the Son who 

can heal great numbers of sufferers with a word or a touch. 

The Markan Gospel spoke well to a particularly difficult and dangerous time…” 

So Mark’s Gospel may have originally ended with the women too being afraid, just as the 

Christians of Mark’s day were afraid.   But Mark is saying the Gospel didn’t die under 

threat or because of fear for the Gospel is truly God’s Good News to the world. Mark 

may have concluded with the surprise ending of the women saying nothing to anyone, 

but we must not forget how he began his Gospel: 

“The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God” (Mark 1:1). 

People may be afraid to proclaim this truth or live by it, Mark says it is true nonetheless.  

That Jesus is both Christ and God’s Son is Mark’s thesis and his gospel is the offered 

proof for this claim.  Though the disciples – men and women – may have failed Christ, 

they could not stop the Truth from being proclaimed for the message is God’s Word, not 

merely a human story. 
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Multiplying Ministries Enables Church Growth 

Posted on May 6, 2009 by Fr. Ted 

Sermon Sunday of the Myrrhbearing Women  1984         Epistle Lesson: Acts 6:1-7 

Do you think the early Christians ever complained about the way the holy apostles were 

leading the Church? 

Can you imagine someone saying, “That St. Peter plays favorites in the community.  He 

talks to the same few people and always makes sure his ‘friends” are taken care of first.” 

O how about, “There’s St. John, he’s a good Gospel writer, but he never has time for 

anything important and he doesn’t even teach in the church school!” 

Well, today’s Epistle reading, Acts 6:1-7, shows us exactly that people did complain 

about things in the church from the beginning – even when the original hand chosen 

disciples of Jesus were leading the church. 

“Now in those days, when the number of the disciples was multiplying, there arose a 

murmuring against the Hebrews by the Hellenists, because their widows were neglected 

in the daily distribution”   (Acts 6:1). 

With such a complaint, how were the Christians to handle the problem?  Ask Jesus for a 

new set of apostles?  Quit the church and join a different one?  Demand the disciples do 

more work? 

As the text indicates, the problem was brought to the attention of the apostles, and once 

aware of the problem, what did the apostles do? 

They tell the people, “We have certain ministries to which we have 

been appointed (preach the gospel, teach the Word of God, pray), and 

it would not be pleasing to God for us to give them up.  Therefore we 

are going to set up a new ministry (deacons) with which to serve you 

and appoint new ministers for this task.”  In effect the apostles both 

expand leadership by creating a new ministry and share power with 

more members in the church so that the church’s mission can continue 

and grow. 
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The Apostles recognize the essential nature of both the human needs of the believers 

and of the additional ministry required to meet this need.   (Putting the situation 

in modern terms we might say they recognized the importance of the fellowship hour 

after the liturgy – the membership’s human needs must be met). 

The apostles set out 2 principles of church life: 

1)     There is a division of labor in the church.  There are some who have special 

assignments to carry out – to pray, teach, preach, distribute food, wait on tables.  This 

insures that people with special gifts, talents or assignments can concentrate on the 

work to which God has appointed by freeing them from other responsibilities. 

2)    When needs arise, appoint new worthy people to meet these needs.  Multiplying 

ministries also helps the community to grow.   This is an important principle for our 

parish. 

In the life of the parish we have to find the ways to free 

all of the ministers of the Gospel to do what they are 

specifically equipped, gifted, trained and appointed to 

do by freeing them from all extraneous responsibilities 

– help the priests to be the priests, deacons to be 

deacons, teachers to teach, council to administrate, 

choir to sing, and all the committees and volunteers to 

do their appointed tasks.  If everyone steps up and 

becomes an active minister and takes responsibility for 

their role in the parish community than all others are 

freed to take on their own roles. 

If there are any people within the community who feel 

neglected by the priest or the parish council, it is OK for the community to arrange for 

new ministries to emerge to tend to the needs. 

The apostles understood that they could not minister to every need of all the people.  

Their response was to have good people – people of wisdom and full of the Holy Spirit – 

chosen and ordained to carry on the ministry to meet the emerging need.  Every parish 



has good members – people of wisdom and full of the Holy Spirit – which God provides 

for the parish to fulfill its mission. 

The end result of what the apostles did was that they were freed from being responsible 

for everything so that they could concentrate on what only they could do in the church.  

And new people became involved in new ministries and more needs were met.  As it says 

in Acts 6:7 – 

“And the word of God spread, and the number of the disciples multiplied greatly…” 

So we are given an example by today’s Epistle lesson as to how to deal with needs and 

with complaints within the community.  If we followed the example of the apostles and 

the first Christians we would find that the word of God will grow for us as well, and the 

number of disciples will be greatly increased. 

Miracles: Signs of the Kingdom 

Posted on May 10, 2009 by Fr. Ted 

Sermon for May 22, 1994          Sunday of the Paralytic                             Acts 9:32-42, 

John 5:1-15 

Do you believe in miracles? 

In today’s scripture lessons we heard of 

three miracles, only one done by Jesus and 

2 accomplished by his disciple Peter. Since 

we commonly associate miracles with Jesus 

and the bible, it is worth taking a minute to 

look at the notion of miracle and what it 

means for us today. 

Our understanding of a “miracle” is based 

upon our modern understanding of 

“nature”. We believe nature to show a fair degree of constancy & predictability. A 

“miracle” is thus that which defies the laws of nature. We believe nature can be 

understood in a rationalistic sense, that it is fairly constant, can be observed and 

explained. 
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Ancient Israel had no word for miracle or for nature. They did not share our 

understanding of nature & natural laws of constancy. For the people throughout biblical 

history, natural phenomena are a result of the will of God or even of local deities. 

Humans effect natural events to the extent that natural phenomena are God’s response 

to human sin or prayer. Of most importance to us is that the ancients saw nature as 

merely revealing God or God’s will, and since they saw all true knowledge as coming 

from God and not from human effort (science), they would expect natural phenomena to 

tell them something about God, not about what we call nature. 

The words in the Old Testament which are sometimes translated to mean miracle are 

Hebrew words which really mean “sign” an event which points to some future meaning, 

or an event that draws attention to something else, usually to God. 

In New Testament times, the people expected that God would authenticate any 

disclosure of his intention with supernatural occurrences. In other words, people 

expected miracles to occur and those miracles would prove God is somehow involved in 

this event. Thus the Messiah would appear with signs and wonders to confirm that He 

indeed was sent by God. The main point, the critical understanding of any miraculous 

event is not, “does it defy nature?”, but is God to be found in the event? Does God 

control the event? Is God revealed through the event. 

The Lord Jesus also reveals another very biblical view. For humans to demand a sign 

from God is certainly indicative of a lack of faith. Jesus refuses to give a sign when the 

demand for one comes from the people’s lack of faith. Jesus seemed to know that unless 

a person already had firm faith in God and was looking for God’s revelation, signs would 

be worthless and would never lead to conviction. 

In other words, a sign is not an event which is so convincing that it makes faith 

unnecessary. That is unfortunately what many of us modern people are looking for in 

miracles – an event so convincing that we can know God and do not have to have faith 

or trust in him. 

In John’s Gospel when Jesus feeds the 5000, Jesus seems discouraged by the people’s 

inability to understand the sign, and he chastises them for wanting nothing more from 

him then more bread to eat. 



And when they found Him on the other side of the sea, they said to Him, “Rabbi, when 

did You come here?”  Jesus answered them and said, “Most assuredly, I say to you, you 

seek Me, not because you saw the signs, but because you ate of the loaves and were 

filled.  “Do not labor for the food which perishes, but for the food which endures to 

everlasting life, which the Son of Man will give you, because God the Father has set His 

seal on Him.”  Then they said to Him, “What shall we do, that we may work the works of 

God?”  Jesus answered and said to them, “This is the work of God, that you believe in 

Him whom He sent.”  Therefore they said to Him, “What sign will You perform then, 

that we may see it and believe You? What work will You do?  “Our fathers ate the manna 

in the desert; as it is written, ‘He gave them bread from heaven to eat.’ “  Then Jesus said 

to them, “Most assuredly, I say to you, Moses did not give you the bread from heaven, 

but My Father gives you the true bread from heaven.  “For the bread of God is He who 

comes down from heaven and gives life to the world.”  Then they said to Him, “Lord, 

give us this bread always.”  And Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life. He who 

comes to Me shall never hunger, and he who believes in Me shall never thirst.   (John 

6:25-35) 

Probably one question people in the 1990′s want to know is why we don’t see more 

miracles like the ones recorded in the bible? I know from reading through history that 

this same question has been asked in almost every generation since the age of the desert 

fathers. Usually the answer given is that there is now a lack of faith on the part of those 

who claim themselves to be disciples of Jesus. At the same time at which people are 

asking why miracles don’t happen any more, in every generation there are also the 

reports of miracles that did occur – healings, revelations, conversions, God’s answering 

a prayer, God intervening in history. What is probably true through history is also what 

was true in the time of Jesus, God gave miracles in response to faith, not in response to 

the lack of faith. 

What is also true is that miracles are the exception not the rule in the bible. The word 

“miracle” occurs only about 35 times in the bible, and the bible covers some 2000 years 

of history. Perhaps it is then true that miracles happen to people at moments of absolute 

faith in God, and we see how rarely those moments occur in the life of God’s people. 

Today, I can testify to you only that the I believe the miracles recorded in the New 

Testament to be true, events that really occurred. I also know these miracles were given 

as signs so all people might come to believe that Jesus truly is Lord, Messiah, Savior, 

King.   The miracles were not the main event nor the main purpose of God’s actions.  



They are rather signs along the road to help keep us journeying toward the Kingdom of 

God.   The signs exist to keep us on the right track by reminding us of God’s Kingdom 

and to keep us alert and watchful for what direction we are to take. 

In the feeding of the 5000, the people asked Jesus, “What shall we do, that we may work 

the works of God?” Jesus answered and said to them, “This is the work of God, that you 

believe in Him whom He sent.” 

Who is the man, Jesus? 

Posted on May 12, 2009 by Fr. Ted 

Sunday of the Paralytic         John 5:1-15 

St. John Chrysostom said of this Gospel Lesson: 

Afterwards Jesus found him and said to him: ‘See, you are cured. 

Sin no more, so that nothing worse may happen to you.’ Did you 

see the physician’s wisdom? Did you see his concern? Not only 

did he free the man from his ailment at the time he was cured but 

he also made him sage against disease for the future. And this 

was a very opportune time to do so. When the man was lying on his couch, Jesus said 

nothing like this to him; he did not then remind him of his sins. For the souls of those 

who are sick are distressed and somewhat morose. So first he drove out the disease, first 

he restored the man to health. Then, after he proved by his deed his power and his 

concern for him, he gave his timely exhortation and advice. Why? Because Christ had 

already shown by the very things he did that he now deserved to be  believed. 

The Paralytic was asked “Who is the man who said to you, ‘Take up your mat and 

walk?”  St. Athanasius provides an answer by describing Jesus this way:  

Therefore, since God he is and man he became, as God he raised the 

dead and, healing all by a word, also changed the    water into wine. 

Such deeds were not those of a man. But as wearing a body he 

thirsted and was wearied and suffered; these experiences are not 

characteristic of the deity. And as God he said, “I am in the Father 

and the Father in me;” but as wearing a body he rebuked the Jews, 

“Why do you seek to kill me, a man that told you the truth which I 

heard from the Father?” But these facts did not occur in dissociation, 

on lines governed by the    particular quality of the several acts, so as to ascribe one set 
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of experiences to the body apart from the deity and the other to the deity apart from the 

body. They all occurred interconnectedly, and it was the one Lord who did  them all 

wondrously by his own grace. For he spat in a human fashion, yet his spittle was charged 

with deity, for therewith he caused the eyes of the man born blind to recover their sight; 

and when he willed to declare himself God it was with a human tongue that he signified 

this saying, “I and the Father are one.” And he used to perform cures by a mere act of 

will. But he stretched forth a human hand to raise Peter’s wife’s mother when she was 

sick of a fever, and to raise up from the dead the daughter of the ruler of the synagogue 

when she had already expired. 
 

The Gospel Crowd as Church 
Posted on January 19, 2009 by Fr. Ted 

2009 Sermon notes for Sunday of the blind man     Luke 18:35-43 

As Jesus drew near to Jericho, a blind man was sitting by the roadside 

begging; [36] and hearing a multitude going by, he inquired what this 

meant. [37] They told him, “Jesus of Nazareth is passing by.” [38] And he 

cried, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” [39] And those who were 

in front rebuked him, telling him to be silent; but he cried out all the more, 

“Son of David, have mercy on me!” [40] And Jesus stopped, and 

commanded him to be brought to him; and when he came near, he asked him, 

[41] ”What do you want me to do for you?” He said, “Lord, let me receive my sight.” 

[42] And Jesus said to him, “Receive your sight; your faith has made you well.” [43] And 

immediately he received his sight and followed him, glorifying God; and all the people, 

when they saw it, gave praise to God. 

 (In a previous blog I commented on the parish as crowd) 

 We generally accept the notion that the Church is the body of people who follow Christ.  

In the Gospels the nascent Church is the crowd which follows Christ.  In that crowd are 

His Twelve disciples, the Seventy Disciples, the Women Disciples of the Lord, as well as 

all kinds of curiosity seekers, those craving to be fed, those hoping for a miracle, and 

also Christ’s enemies.  

In today’s Gospel lesson we also see a particular role the followers of Christ play – they 

help make known Jesus and they help others to know of Christ’s presence.   The blind 

man sitting by the roadside might not have noticed had Christ passed by alone.  It is the 

crowd that catches the blind man’s attention – it is the crowd that causes the blind man 
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to seek out what is happening.  The crowd is making a noise and a fuss about the man 

they are following. 

And when the blind man hears that Jesus is walking by, he begins to shout out to Jesus, 

begging Jesus to help him.  The blind man cannot follow Christ unless someone helps 

him, for he cannot see the way to follow Christ around.  But the followers of Christ help 

the blind man to locate Christ.  This is the role that Christ’s followers should play – it is 

the role of the Church.  People, even the blind can take note of the Church to find their 

way to Christ the Savior. 

In the Gospel lesson however, those following Christ apparently think following Christ 

means keeping their attention solely on Jesus – Jesus alone is all that matters.  But in 

this thought they misunderstand what it means to follow Christ, for to follow Christ is 

also to be a light to the world, to all those in darkness.  The followers of Christ cannot 

just stay focused on Jesus, for to follow Him is also to pay attention to those who sit in 

darkness, to the needy, to the beggars, to the poor. 

These followers of Christ however endeavor to silence the blind man who is seeking 

Christ and seeking Christ’s mercy.  They want to deprive the poor blind beggar of getting 

to Christ.  Perhaps they fear that the beggars getting to Christ will cut them off from 

Christ, but they certainly have not understood and taken to heart Christ’s message of 

love, forgiveness, healing and restoration.  

This blind man however is not distracted by the crowd nor will he be led astray by their 

effort to mute him as well.  Nor will Jesus allow Himself to be deafened by the crowd, for 

He hears the plaintive plea of the beggar and calls the blind man to Himself.  And the 

crowd is awed by what Jesus does and gives thanks to God for what they have seen. 

We as Church are to imitate Christ.  There are many who are blind in many different 

ways, who cannot find their way to Christ.   It is our task as Church, as the followers of 

Christ, to help these people know about Christ so that they can seek Him out.   We may 

disapprove of some of these blind people, or of their lifestyles, and we may be totally 

annoyed that “they” should think that Christ would care about them.   If so, we would be 

like the crowd in today’s Gospel, trying to make the blind mute as well. 



Our true task however is to attract the attention of these blind, the beggars, the outcast, 

the unwanted, the unloved, so that they can hear about Christ and seek Him out.  Our 

focus cannot be on Christ alone.  Christ has called us to love the least of His brothers 

and sisters, to bring sight to the blind and healing to the sick.  It is not our job to cast 

these people out, nor to judge them, rather our role is make it possible for them to 

become part of the crowd who are following Christ. 

The Man Born Blind (1993) 
Posted on May 22, 2009 by Fr. Ted 

Baptism: God’s Plan for the Salvation of the World 

Sermon for May 23, 1993          The Blindman (John 9) 

CHRIST IS RISEN! 

In today’s Gospel lesson, we encounter our Lord Jesus 

healing a man who was born with blindness. This man 

suffered plenty from his physical ailment, but in 

addition and perhaps even worse, he suffered from the 

prejudice of his countrymen who looked upon his 

disease as the natural and just result of some sin his 

parents had committed or, it appears they believed his 

being born blind was due to an act he committed after 

his birth but for which God had punished him before he was born.. 

The disciples of Jesus obviously share this viewpoint. For upon seeing the blindman, 

they ask whose sin was responsible for this blindness. Our Lord Jesus gives a totally 

different cause to this illness. “This man’s illness is not the result of his sin, nor of his 

parent’s sin, ” Jesus explained, “This illness serves a good purpose, that the works of 

God should be revealed in him” (John 9:3). 

The man’s blindness is not the result of sin, then the result of what? Jesus said this 

illness occurred so that the glory of God might be manifest in this man. Jesus takes this 

forsaken man, a man who is doubly despised first for being blind and then for being 

blind justly because of sin, and in one sentence, Jesus raises this man to the height of 

being God’s chosen hero. “He is not a despised sinner as you imagine. On the contrary, 

he has been chosen by God to suffer this blindness, for this very moment, for now God is 
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going to manifest Himself in this blindman, much as God was made manifest through 

the Virgin Mother of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Now immediately, we should take note of two points. First, when any of us suffers from 

some illness, we also should not loose heart and feel God has abandoned us, rather let us 

be hopeful that our illness too will be to the glory of God. But what great faith that 

requires of us. No wonder we need to pray to God to increase our faith. The second point 

is that when we see others suffering from illness, even if we believe their illness is the 

result of their own stupid sinfulness – from lust or drunkenness or gluttony or greed – 

let us be more merciful toward them and pray that their illness will not be for their 

destruction, but rather pray that their illness too can result in God manifesting HImself 

in them. Let us pray for those who are ill, and hope for them, and treat them not by 

despising them for their sinfulness but with the loving hopefulness that they may 

become for us a manifestation of God through God’s healing mercy. 

There is another meaning to this Gospel lesson which Christians from the earliest days 

did learn. This story of the blindman also helps answer , Why are we baptized? Is it only 

because we sin, or because this child sinned, or his parents sinned that we baptize? NO! 

We baptize in order to manifest the work of God in this child. For this child through 

baptism becomes transformed, into God’s child, a spiritual child, belonging not just to 

this world nor just to these parents, but in truth belonging to God and to the reality of 

the Spirit world. And through baptism the child is given the sight to see the spiritual side 

of being human. He and all who are baptized no longer walk about in the spiritual 

blindness of not knowing that humans are spiritual being. In baptism we are illumined 

and enlightened so that we can truly see the world as God created it, not just the world 

lost in sin. 

Baptism is not merely a reaction of God to human sin, it is the free gift of God to grant 

eternal life and adoption as children of God to the children of this created world. 

Jesus answered, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, 

he cannot enter the kingdom of God.  That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that 

which is born of the Spirit is spirit.    (John 3:5-6) 

In other words, we are not all born as children of God by human birthing. And Why not? 

Is it because of sin? NO, it is that the glory of God might be made manifest. Being born a 

child of God is not a natural process, it is a spiritual process, a miracle in which 



something which is merely created is born again as a spiritual being. But it is that 

spiritual being who is truly human, not the child who was merely born of human 

birthing. 

But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, to 

those who believe in His name: who were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, 

nor of the will of man, but of God. (John 1:12-13) 

In giving birth, human’s are shown to be in the image of their creator – we become 

creators of life in the world, we bring forth life in order to love this life. However, being 

born in this world makes us only a child of this world. There is something more 

magnificent waiting for us. There is life beyond this world, there is the life in the Spirit, 

life as children of God. That is the life and the world which is given to us through the 

birth of baptism, a world you cannot fully know until you have been baptized and raised 

in the Faith. 

And that raises my final point. Please note that the man’s faith and understanding 

continued to grow after he was washed and healed by Christ. He did not need to know 

and understand everything in order to be washed and healed by Christ. For the power of 

God and God’s ability to manifest Himself through His creatures is not dependant upon 

our ability to understand that power or revelation. God has throughout the long history 

of this world, revealed Himself to us because He loves us and wants us to know Him. 

May the Light of Christ illumine the infant Nathan whom we baptized today, as well as 

illumine us all here present, today and always. Amen. 

 
The Gift of Light and the Allure of Darkness 
Posted on May 25, 2009 by Fr. Ted 

The Man born blind       (John 9) 

St. John Chrysostom wrote regarding the Gospel lesson of the man 

born blind: 

“‘Now this is the judgment: the light has come into the world, yet 

men have loved the darkness rather than the light.’ He meant, that 

is: ‘They are punished because of this: that they have not been 

willing to shun darkness and run to the light.’ Here at last He took 
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away their last line of defense. ‘For, if I had come,’ He said, ‘inflicting punishment and 

demanding an accounting of men’s deeds, they would have had this to say: “We ran 

away because of that.” But now, I have come to drive away darkness and bring them to 

the Light.’ Who, then, would pity the man who does not wish to go from darkness to the 

Light? ‘For, though they can lodge no charge against Me, but rather have received 

countless blessings,’ He said, ‘they run away from me.’ And elsewhere, too, He accused 

them of this and said: ‘They have hated me without cause,’ And again: ‘If I had not come 

and    spoken to them, they would have no sin.’ (Jn 15:25,22) He who, in the absence of 

light, sits in darkness may perhaps receive pardon; but he who, after the light has come, 

remains in the darkness gives evidence against himself of a perverted and contentious 

will. Next, since what He said would seem to be incredible to most men (surely, no one 

would prefer darkness to light), He also assigned the reason why they had this affliction. 

What, then, is this? ‘For their works were evil,’ He said. ‘For everyone who does evil 

hates the light, and does not come to the light, that his deeds may not be exposed.’ ”     
 

The Ecumenical Understanding of Christ 

Posted on June 2, 2009 by Fr. Ted 

Two of the themes for the Sundays after Pascha Gospel Lessons have to deal with 

understanding baptism and focusing on the question, “Who is Jesus?”   This is natural 

since the Great Lenten period originally was a time of preparation for baptism 

at Pascha, and the post-Paschal period focused on helping the newly baptized 

understand what it is they had experienced in baptism, in the Paschal celebration of the 

resurrection, and in receiving Holy Communion. 

 On the 7th Sunday after Pascha we commemorate theHoly 

Fathers of the 1st Ecumenical Council and their rejection of the 

teachings of the priest Arius.    This is directly related to 

answering the question, “Who is Jesus?”  For though we can 

find in scripture the ideas that Jesus is the messiah/christ, 

son of God, Savior, Word of God, co-creator of the world, 

Christians did debate what these words and titles meant and 

their implication for what salvation means. 

 What the Fathers affirmed is that Jesus is truly the Son of 

God and One of the Holy Trinity.    The Church of the 4th 

Century affirmed that Christians are in fact monotheists, 

AND that the revelation of the One God is that God is Trinity.   Their teaching is 
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important because today Islam affirms the teaching of Arius about Jesus.        Muslims 

do claim to be true followers of Jesus, but they like the Arians of the 4th Century deny 

that Jesus is ontologically the Son of God, one of the Holy Trinity.    Jesus is a prophet in 

Islam, but a mere mortal and not Lord. 

Regarding the Christological arguments of the early Church, Nicholas Constas wrote:  

Thus the anti-Christian philosopher Celsus (ca. A.D. 176) argued that, if the Christian 

savior was in any sense divine, “he would have never uttered loud laments and wailings, 

nor prayed to avoid the fear of death, saying something like: ‘Oh Father, let this cup pass 

from me’ (Matt 26:39).” By the fourth century of the Christian era, the Stoic valorization 

of endurance in the face of pain found an unexpected ally in the theology of Arianism. 

Arius, a priest in the church of Alexandria, argued that the passion of Christ was a clear 

sign that the wounded savior of the Gospels was not to be identified with the 

impassible divinity. Based on his cowardly performance in 

the garden of Gethsemane, Arius and his followers 

concluded that Christ was neither transcendentally wise 

nor divinely dispassionate. 

The Isalmic objections to Jesus being the Son of God and 

Savior of the world are the same today as they were 1700 

years ago.  The Church considered those objections in the 

4th Century and found them theologically lacking and not 

able to fully account for the revelation of God we find in 

the Gospel.   Islam claims to be the correct understanding 

of Jesus, but their ideas of Jesus were rejected long ago by 

Christians as being inadequate in dealing with the fullness 

of the revelation of God.  For Christians, history is both 

important and alive as it helps us to deal with those who have not a new or better 

understanding of Jesus Christ, but who inherited an incomplete understanding of Him. 

Glory to Jesus Christ! 
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