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The Gospel begins with the Resurrection 

Posted on February 18, 2008 by Fr. Ted 

When we read the Gospels, we might come to the 

conclusion that Christianity begins with the birth of 

Jesus Christ since that is what happens first in the 

Gospel according to St. Matthew and according to St. 

Luke.  We need to remind ourselves that Gospels were 

not written as some sort of diaries (or blogs!) recording 

the events in Jesus’ life as they happened.  Rather the 

Gospels are written several decades after all of the 

events reported in them had occurred – including the 

crucifixion and resurrection of Christ.   The resurrection 

of Christ from the dead is in fact the first real Gospel 

proclamation -  “Christ is risen!”   This is where the 

particularly Christian message begins.  It is only after His 

resurrection and after the apostles had begun 

proclaiming the resurrection that they saw a need to record the Master’s teachings and the 

events which made up His life.   Christianity thus begins with the Good News that “Christ is 

risen from the dead!”    And indeed in Christian history, Pascha, the Resurrection of Christ (what 

we often call Easter), was the first feast of Christianity.   Christians began celebrating the birth 

of Christ only a couple of centuries after the resurrection!   The very first proclamation of the 

specifically Christian message (which also is the beginning of the Christian faith) is the angel 

telling the myrrhbearing women that Christ is risen, and that they in turn need to inform the 

disciples of this.  The proclamation that “Christ is risen” is the Gospel, the evangel, that is 

offered not only to believers and disciples but ultimately to the whole world.   Christianity has 

never ceased proclaiming this Gospel of the resurrection, though at times Christians have 

forgotten the centrality of the message.  Nowadays some Christians seem to think the first 

message and the most important message is to obey the Ten Commandments, or to denounce 

sin, or to warn/threaten people about eternal punishment.   But in Christian history and 

experience, we first encounter what God has done for us – our salvation – in the risen Christ, 

before we are told to obey God.  (The Jews had a very similar experience – the Exodus out of 

Egypt happens before the commandments are given).    In Orthodoxy, the centrality of the 

resurrection Gospel was never forgotten, though for many Orthodox they hardly pay attention 

to it.  For the resurrection Gospel is usually read during the Matins of Sunday morning in a 
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service completely dedicated to the resurrection.   In parishes of the Byzantine tradition, the 

matins service is the service done before the Divine Liturgy begins, and since by custom many 

Orthodox arrive late the resurrection theme and Gospel are not always heard.  In the Slavic 

tradition, the resurrection Gospel would be done most frequently as part of the Saturday 

evening “vigil” which in American parishes is often not served as the shorter Vespers service is 

done, or even if served often poorly attended.     In our parish we do Saturday evening Vespers 

and do a Gospel reading in the Vespers service so that those who attend can hear the 

proclamation of the resurrection.   And though many of us in the parish view the Saturday 

Vespers as an optional and non-essential service, it is in this service that we proclaim the 

resurrection Gospel and bring ourselves back to what is central and essential to Christianity.  

 The proclamation of the resurrection Gospel brings us back to the first and central message of 

the Christian religion – Christ is risen.   All Christian teachings stem from the fact that Christ is 

risen from the dead.   Some forms of Christianity stray from the basic Christian message 

because they forget the centrality of the resurrection of Christ from the dead.  When you feel 

your own life moving in a non-Christian direction, come back to the resurrection, where 

Christianity begins, where we each enter into Christianity through faith and baptism and the 

Eucharist and the Gospel.   Christian spiritual renewal begins with the resurrection, and with 

our hearing that Gospel, believing the Good News, and living the evangelical life.  In our parish, 

we have opportunity to listen to this event and to celebrate every Saturday night.  So if you are 

interested in getting back to authentic, original, primitive Christianity, without all the historical 

and human accretions, and want to know what was the message of apostolic Christianity, come 

to Saturday Vespers and celebrate the resurrection. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reflection on Pascha 

Posted on April 30, 2008 by Fr. Ted 

Reflection on Pascha 
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“Let us call ‘Brothers’ even those who hate us, and 

forgive all by the resurrection.”     This line, one of the 

Paschal verses, speaks very strongly that the crucifixion 

and resurrection of Christ are not merely about sin – 

 where sin is defined as committing offenses against 

God or  the breaking of His commandments .   The 

resurrection is also very centrally about what it means 

to be human and about humans being reconciled with 

other humans.   The sin of Adam and Eve introduced 

death/mortality into the human condition.  The 

fracturing of the world – alienation, separation, 

isolation and hostility – all come into the world with 

death.   It was not just a human who died with the first 

sin, it also was humanity as a whole and human nature 

which suffered a mortal wound.    Cain additionally and 

evilly further mangled the human condition by 

immediately using death, the twisted distortion of life 

and the consequence – the wages! – of sin,  to murder 

not just a fellow human being, but his brother.    The 

story of what Cain does to Abel reveals how little 

humanness or humaneness is left in mankind.  Humans 

take the instrument of their punishment, death, to accomplish further evil!    Death, the 

threatened consequence of disobeying God and the rupturing of human communion 

with the Creator, becomes the human’s tool for further separation and alienation – not 

only from God but from one another and from the rest of creation. 

Sin, as becomes so clear in Genesis, is not just or even mostly the breaking of God’s 

commandments – it is also the breaking and dividing and separating of humans from 

their natural place in the created order – the breaking of humanity’s relationship to 

God, to nature and the sundering of each human from each and every other human.  It 

was a death blow aimed at love itself. 

Consequently, when the fullness (the catholicity) of salvation is comprehended, we 

realize the resurrection is not only about forgiving sin and overcoming our alienation 

from and enmity with God.  It is also about triumphing over what has happened to 

humans in their alienation from and enmity with each other.  It is about overcoming the 

loss of love and the enthronement of self-love in the human heart.   Christ’s trampling 
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down death by His own death, is the triumph over and defeat of all death – including 

the death of humanity and humanness by our becoming inhuman and through our 

dehumanizing others.  Salvation is the undoing of the Fall of Eve and Adam.   But it also 

is the undoing of Cain’s fratricide and the restoration of what it means to be a brother.   

It is not by accident that Christians referred to each other as brothers and sisters and to 

the community as brethren.    Resurrection is intended to be the restoration of brotherly 

love between humans – what God intended as the relationship between the children of 

Eve and Adam, a relationship which was destroyed by Cain when he murdered Abel. 

Humans need a restoration and reconciliation not only with God but with each other.  

The history of humanity has been one long telling and retelling of the Cain-murdering-

Abel story.    Cain asks, “Am I my brother’s keeper?”  And the answer is YES.   In the 

Gospel, Jesus is asked, “Who is my neighbor?”   He replies in the Parable of the Good 

Samaritan, the neighbor is the one whom we have opportunity to be neighborly toward.  

  Jesus himself asks, “who are my brothers?”  He answers, all those who  do the will of 

God, they are my brothers.  The brother is anyone who follows Christ.   The object of our 

love is every human being, even those who hate us! 

So as we joyously celebrate the resurrection and the destruction of death by Christ, we 

have to ask ourselves, “are we willing to live by the resurrection?”   Are we committed to 

do what we sing and “forgive ALL by the resurrection”?  Are we ready to embrace as 

brothers those who hate us – to call our enemy not just our fellow human being, not just 

neighbor, but our brother? 

Living the resurrection is as hard as Great Lent or as taking up the cross and denying 

one’s self and following Christ.   But it also is to experience the joy of Paradise, the 

forgiveness of Heaven, the mercy of God, the power of the resurrection, and the 

destruction of our final enemy, death and all that leads to separation, alienation and 

enmity.  It is the Faith which overcomes the world. 
 

Christ is risen! 

Posted on May 2, 2008 by Fr. Ted 
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Many Christians understand that the 

crucifixion of Christ is done in order that 

Christ might take away the sins of the 

world. He is crucified in order to forgive 

us our sins. 

Orthodoxy certainly accepts the biblical 

notion that Christ died for our sins (1 Cor 

15:3; 1 Pet 3:18). But notice the hymn we 

sing for Pascha: “Christ is risen from the 

dead trampling down death by death and 

upon those in the tombs bestowing life.” 

This hymn never mentions sin at all. It 

celebrates the destruction of death, which 

is according to the Scriptures our final 

enemy (death, not sin! 1 Cor 15:26). 

We understand that the crucifixion and 

resurrection are for the salvation of the 

world – salvation in all of its meaning and 

power. We seek out the full extent of 

salvation in all our sacraments. For 

example, we baptize for many reasons- reasons that are listed in the prayers of baptism: 

“But do You, O Master of All, declare this water to be water of redemption, water of 

sanctification, a cleansing of flesh and spirit, a loosing of bonds, a forgiveness of sins, an 

illumination of soul, a laver of regeneration, a renewal of the spirit, a gift of sonship, a 

garment of incorruption, a fountain of life.” 

In the Liturgy of St. Basil the Great we enumerate many of the things which Christ 

accomplished through His life, death and resurrection for our salvation: 

“He emptied Himself, taking the form of a servant, conforming to the body of our 

lowliness, that He might change us in the likeness of the image of His glory. 

For, since through man sin came into the world and through sin death, it pleased Your 

only begotten Son, who is in Your bosom, God and Father, born of a woman, the 

holy Theotokos and ever-virgin Mary; born under the law, to condemn sin in His 

flesh, so that those who died in Adam may be brought to life in Him, Your 

Christ. 

He lived in this world, and gave us precepts of salvation. 
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Releasing us from the delusions of idolatry, He guided us to the sure knowledge 

of You, the true God and Father. 

He acquired us for Himself, as His chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy 

nation. 

Having cleansed us by water and sanctified us with the Holy Spirit, 

He gave Himself as ransom to death in which we were held captive, sold under sin. 

Descending into Hades through the cross, that He might fill all things with 

Himself, He loosed the bonds of death. 

He rose on the third day, having opened a path for all flesh to the 

resurrection from the dead.” 
 

 

Pascha – We Have Finally Attained the Beginning 

Posted on April 19, 2009 by Fr. Ted 

Orthodox.  The root of the word is said to be in Greek words for 

“correct thinking” (ortho dokein).   It is unfortunate that our 

Orthodox thinking tends to see Pascha as the end of the Lenten 

journey and the end of Great Lent – the great anti-climax to all that 

goes before it. 

For indeed, liturgically in the Church, Pascha is the beginning.   It 

is the 1st day of full membership in Christ’s Body for all of those 

catechumens who were baptized into Christ.  It is the first day of 

their new life after being born again.  So we make this long Lenten 

journey in order to get to the beginning, to the renewal of life, 

rebirth in the Spirit, putting off “the old man” and putting on the new man, of experiencing 

God’s new creation. 

On Pascha night, we begin reading the Acts of the Apostles (1:1-8) as we rediscover what the 

first Christians did in their first days after experiencing the risen Lord.  We are invited to begin 

again our own Christian sojourn by contemplating anew what they and all of us have 

experienced in encountering the risen Christ. 

We also begin reading John’s Gospel which is also about the beginning: 

  

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in 

the beginning with God;  all things were made through him, and without him was not anything 

made that was made. In him was life, and the life was the light of men. The light shines in the 
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darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. There was a man sent from God, whose name 

was John. He came for testimony, to bear witness to the light, that all might believe through him. 

He was not the light, but came to bear witness to the light. The true light that enlightens every 

man was coming into the world. He was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet 

the world knew him not. He came to his own home, and his own people received him not. But to 

all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God; who 

were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. And the 

Word became flesh and dwelt among us, full of grace and truth; we have beheld his glory, glory 

as of the only Son from the Father.(John bore witness to him, and cried, “This was he of whom I 

said, ‘He who comes after me ranks before me, for he was before me.’”) And from his fullness 

have we all received, grace upon grace. For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth 

came through Jesus Christ.   (John 1:1-17) 

St. Hilary of Potiers (d. 367AD) wrote about John 1: 

My intellect overstepped its limits at that point and I learnt more about God than I had expected. 

I understood that my Creator was God born of God. I learnt that the Word was God and was with 

him from the beginning. I came to know the light of the world…I understood that the Word was 

made flesh and dwelt among us…Those who welcomed him became children of God, by a birth 

not in the flesh but in faith…This gift of God is offered to everyone…We can receive it because 

of our freedom which was given us expressly for this purpose. But this very power given to each 

person to be a child of God was bogged down in weak and hesitant faith. Our own difficulties 

make hope painful, our desire becomes            infuriating and our faith grows weak. That is why 

the Word was made flesh:  by means of the 

Word-made-flesh the flesh was enabled to raise 

itself up to the Word…Without surrendering his 

divinity God was made of our flesh…My soul 

joyfully received the revelation of this mystery. 

By means of flesh I was drawing near to God, 

by means of my faith I was called to a new 

birth. I was able to receive this new birth from 

on high…I was assured that I could not be 

reduced to non-being.                

This is what it means to be baptized into Christ.   The Incarnation of the Word of God – Jesus 

Christ – makes  that baptism a new birth assures that by means of flesh we draw near to 

God.  We do not have to escape our bodies, our selves, our world – for God has entered into the 

world in order to make this world the very means for us to draw near to Him.  This is the new 
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beginning, the new creation which God inaugurated in raising His Son, our Lord Jesus Christ 

from the dead.  
 

Pascha: The Resurrection of Christ (2009) 

Posted on April 19, 2009 by Fr. Ted 

 The Resurrection of our Lord , God & Savior Jesus Christ 

Pascha Sunday, April 19, 2009 

 Dear Friends in Christ, 

Each year throughHoly Week the 

scripture readings and hymns 

of Bridegroom Matins inspire in 

me the expectation so central to 

the faith of the first disciples – 

namely that Christ’s return to 

earth to establish God’s Kingdom 

was imminent. That expectation 

filled them with hope, and kept 

them vigilant in watching for 

Christ.   In the first three days of 

Holy Week we sing with anticipation: “Behold the Bridegroom comes at Midnight, and 

blessed is the servant whom He shall find watching.” It is a hymn expressing the hope 

that this year Christ will indeed come in His Kingdom and thus sickness, sighing and 

sorrow will be no more, but only life everlasting. “Come, Lord Jesus!” 

  

So in the middle of Pascha night like the parable’s wise Virgins, we go in procession to 

meet Christ as He returns to earth to transform this world into His Kingdom. We are not 

going to His tomb to pray that against all odds He will rise from the grave – He has 

already accomplished that feat. We go out into the world proclaiming His Resurrection 

(which feeds our hope that He will come again to finally destroy death, the last enemy of 

God). Death no longer holds Him captive. So it is not death which prevents His coming 

again, but He delays by His own choice in order to allow God’s plan for the world to be 

fulfilled. 
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God continues to work out His plan for the world 

using humanity - fallen, sinful, sometimes rebellious, 

oftentimes reluctant humanity – to carry out His 

plan for salvation.  That plan included His own entry 

into the world as a man and dying on the cross for 

us. God patiently chooses to become human and as 

the entirety of Scripture witnesses, God continues to 

use humanity, including the human body to carry out 

His eternal purposes.  We await with great hope and 

expectation, and not a little impatience and 

frustration, the fulfillment of God’s plan.  God 

however is willing to take the time to work out His 

plan for salvation in our world, in time, in and 

through us.  He doesn’t rescue us from being human; 

rather He becomes human to work out His plan and 

our eternal salvation. Today, Holy Pascha, we 

joyously celebrate God’s plan of salvation, a mystery of waiting for the Kingdom to be 

fully established. 

At Pascha midnight, we process out of the church (that saltshaker which holds us who 

are to be the salt of the earth) and into the darkness of the night – of the world – and we 

carry with us our faith and hope in the Resurrection which brings the unquenchable 

light of Christ to that darkness.  As at the creation of the world in Genesis 1, when God 

spoke, “Let there be light”, so we speak with one voice to the fallen world proclaiming 

the Word of God who is the light of the world.    The cosmos is created anew by God and 

we are this time witnesses to the new creation.    

 Christ is risen!  Indeed He is risen! 

\ 

 

 

Bright Monday: Death is No More 

Posted on April 20, 2009 by Fr. Ted 
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Bright Monday 

Thus on Easter we celebrate Christ’s Resurrection as 

something that happened and still happens to us. For 

each one of us received the gift of that new life and the 

power to accept it and to live by it. It is a gift which 

radically alters our attitude toward everything in this 

world, including death.  It makes it possible for us joyfully 

to affirm: “Death is no more!” Oh, death is still there, to 

be sure, and we still face it and someday it will come and 

take us. But it is our whole faith that by His own death 

Christ changed the very nature of death, made it 

apassage-a “Passover,” a “Pascha”-into the Kingdom of 

God, transforming the tragedy of tragedies into the 

ultimate victory.    

(Alexander Schmemann, Great Lent) 
 

 

The Resurrection: To Experience it as a Child 

Posted on April 21, 2009 by Fr. Ted 

Christ is risen! 

Bright Tuesday 

One of the marvels of liturgically celebrating 

OrthodoxPascha – the Resurrection of Christ - is that 

everyone can experience the joy of the Resurrection and 

the defeat of death.   Even children can be awed by the 

proclamation of the Risen Lord and can experience that 

the adult community is truly rejoicing in what God has 

done and is doing in the world and in their own lives. 

For a very joyous as well as beautifully done Paschal 

video, I suggest you take a look at the Serbian Paschal 

Hymn which I posted last year on my blog.  The words to 

the song are also posted on the blog, but you can enjoy the music and the scenery of the 

video and you can see the children rejoicing along with the adults in singing “Christ is 
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risen.”  Pascha reveals that truth and beauty are in fact related – they reveal to us God at 

work in our fallen world. The beauty of salvation is accessible to all, we all can 

experience it, even if we cannot completely explain it.  

 On the surface, it’s easiest and most plausible to explain our Easter joy to children by 

attributing it to the fact that the disciples now had Jesus back with them: now they 

could be happy again. This    suggests that the resurrection served essentially to undo 

the crucifixion: to bring back for Jesus’ friends the happy, familiar conditions they had 

known before that terrible blow fell across their lives. It seems like a simple, reassuring, 

comforting way to explain the meaning of Easter to children, for it hints that the  

crucifixion was like a bad dream that fades away with the light of dawn-a terrible, scary 

thing that threatened to destroy our happiness but then turns out not to have really 

mattered after all…The Gospel of John uses a simpler, very revealing terminology. It 

merely refers to Jesus, as he goes to the cross, as being glorified. The whole of Christ’s 

saving word-Gethsemane, cross, descent to the dead, resurrection, and ascension-is 

taken up under this one terminology. When Jesus is glorified-when he had died and 

risen, and become our forerunner in a new kind of life with God-he withdraws, after a 

few weeks, from physical presence in our local space and time. This does not mean that 

his new life is merely “spiritual,” that in fact, all Jesus has done in rising from the dead 

is “die and go to heaven.” The Scriptures insist that his risen body is physical-it can be 

touched, it can eat. But its physical properties are new and unprecedented, and its 

proper place, ultimately, is not in one identifiable space and time but at the right hand 

of the Father. Christ comes back from the dead to offer us not happiness and fun, but 

eternal joy.  In taking a risen and glorified but still physical human nature into a place 

beyond space and time, Jesus breaks down once and for all the barrier between Creator 

and creation, which he first breached in becoming incarnate among us. He brings all of 

us, and all of nature, home to God, where the true “happily ever after” ending will be 

found, farther off than we thought at first, but much more glorious, more solemn, and 

more joyous.     (Gretchen Wolff Pritchard, Offering the Gospel to Children) 

Ultimately we don’t always have to explain our Paschal joy to children.  Sometimes we 

need only let them experience our joy. 

And they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy, 

 and were continually in the temple blessing God.  

(Luke 24:52-53) 

[Just read an article by Fr. Theodore Stylianopoulos in which he said, "Scripture itself 

teaches that salvation is by grace; that is, through the direct personal encounter 
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with God in his mercy, and not by any privileged body ofknowledge, including 

scholarly historical erudition.  ...  in the community of faith where even a child can 

'interpret' the Bible and absorb its life-changing meaning through the hearing and 

reading of the biblical stories."   (emphasis is mine and not in the original) 

All of Holy Week and Pascha is nothing more than the community of faith proclaiming, 

remembering and celebrating the biblical stories.  Even a child can experience the 

stories - even if the stories are so profound as to have meaning difficult for adults to 

comprehend.  The liturgical proclamation and celebration of the biblical stories allows 

all of us including our children (and the inner child!) to experience a communal 

encounter with God.  And in that experience we do interpret the scriptures and the 

reaction of the community to God's saving actions.] 

 

The Resurrection of the dead AND Life in the World to Come 

Posted on April 22, 2009 by Fr. Ted 

Bright Wednesday 

 Is the risen Christ Lord only of the dead and king only in heaven? Is the resurrection 

really about the immortality of the soul, “going to heaven,” or life after death?   That 

certainly is not the message of ancient Christianity. The Lordship of Christ begins here 

and now – in our hearts and on earth.  

If the Christians had believed that Jesus had merely ‘gone to 

heaven’, in however exalted a capacity, and that their aim 

should be to join him there in the  future, and indeed to 

experience some anticipations of that   blessing in the 

present, why should the present world be of any concern to 

them? But if Jesus had been raised from the dead, if the new 

creation had begun, if they were themselves the citizens of 

the creator god’s new kingdom, then the claims of Jesus to 

Lordship on earth as well as heaven would ultimately come 

into conflict with those of Caesar.                   

            (N.T.Wright, The Resurrection of the Son of God)  

Oliver Wendell Holmes once criticized some Christians for being “so heavenly minded to 

be of no earthly good.”   That is not the case with Jesus Christ.  Christ took on an earthly 

body.  By His resurrection Christ gave new life to us in a renewed creation, and He 
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taught us that the power and value of “Caesar” is limited; this world does not have the 

power to give ultimate meaning to our lives.  Martyrdom in Christianity means 

witnessing to the world about a power and a hope in our lives which is not limited by 

this world. 

 

The Universal Resurrection 

Posted on April 23, 2009 by Fr. Ted 

Christ is risen! 

Bright Tuesday 

On Palm Sunday, we sang the hymn, “By 

raising Lazarus from the dead before Your 

passion, You confirmed 

the universalresurrection, O Christ 

God!“   Theuniversal resurrection is what 

we proclaim at Pascha.  The dead were 

freed from imprisonment and enslavement to death.  Christ tramples down and destroys 

death in order to give life to all of those in the tombs.   All?  You mean like everyone?  

Good and bad?  Rich and poor?  Yes everyone. The Lord Jesus said, “…for an hour is 

coming when all who are in the tombs will hear his voice and come out, those who 

have done good to the resurrection of life, and those who have done evil to the 

resurrection of judgment” (John 5:28-29).   Orthodoxy does proclaim the universal 

resurrection – God offers salvation to the world – to those already dead and to all who 

live. (Obviously in John 5:28-29, the universal resurrection is not opposed to the idea of 

a judgment). 

We have to remind ourselves that our Lord Jesus Christ came not only for the salvation 

of the poor but also of the rich, not only of commoners but also of kings. He refused all 

the same to choose kings as disciples, refused rich people, refused the nobly born, 

refused the learned; but instead he chose poor, uneducated fishermen, in whom his 

grace would shine through all the more clearly…And if he had first called a king, the king 

would have said it was his rank that was chosen; if he had first called a learned man, he 

would have said it was his learning that was chosen. Those who were being called to 

lowliness and humility would have to be called by lowly and humble persons.        (St. 

Augustine) 
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Jesus may have chosen common folk – uneducated fishermen – rather than the rich, the 

elite, the educated to be His heralds and apostles, but he told them to go into all the 

world and proclaim the resurrection to all.   So too St. John Chrysostom‘s Paschal 

Homilyproclaims the joyous message of the universal resurrection:  

Enter all of you, therefore, into the joy of our Lord, and, whether first or last, receive 

your reward. O rich and poor, one with another, dance for joy! O you ascetics and you 

negligent, celebrate the day! You that have fasted and you that have disregarded the fast, 

rejoice today! 

Let all partake of the feast of faith. Let all receive the riches 

of goodness. 

Let no one lament his poverty, for the universal kingdom 

has been revealed. 

Let no one mourn his transgressions, for pardon has 

dawned from the grave. 

Let no one fear death, for the Saviour’s death has set us free. 

 Christ is risen, and not one dead remains in a tomb! 

 (the emphases in all the quotes are mine and not in the 

original texts) 

The Effect of the Resurrection 
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It is absolutely clear that something happened between God 

Friday and Pentecost. The demoralization of the disciples, 

caused by the arrest and execution of their Master, is 

undeniable. Equally undeniable is the fact that within a 

short space of time, those same disciples were defying the 

authorities who had previously seemed so threatening, and 

that they were proclaiming the one who had died disgraced 

and forsaken, as being both Lord and Christ (God’s chosen and anointed one). So great a 

transformation calls for a commensurate cause. (John Polkinghorne, The Faith of a 

Physicist) 

  That which changed the disciples was the resurrection of Christ! 
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It was not all of the miracles that the disciples saw which convinced them that Jesus was 

the Messiah.  It was the resurrection which made them realize that all of the miracles 

were a sign pointing to the truth about Jesus.  It was in light of the resurrection that the 

signs, the miracles, made sense and had meaning. 
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                        CHRIST HAS RISEN 

                        freeing the first-formed Adam from his 

bonds, 

                        and destroying Hades’ might. 

                        Courage, all you dead, 

                        for death is done to death, 

                        and Hades too is stripped of strength. 

                        Christ reigns, crucified and risen. 

                        He has made our flesh imperishable. 

                        He will raise us up, 

                        and give us resurrection, 

                        and make fit for that joyful glory 

                        all who have put their trust in him, 

                        with fervent steadfast faith. 

                                            (From Matins for a Lenten Saturday) 
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