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Christ is Risen! 

Posted on April 4, 2010 by Fr. Ted 

Christ is risen!    Indeed He is risen! 

 

Christians experience the world as sojourners.  We walk with 

Christ; we walk the straight and narrow path to the Kingdom.  

Great Lent and Holy Week are imaged  as a spiritual journey.   

The Divine Liturgy moves us to God’s Kingdom.  At Pascha we 

move “from death to life, and from earth to heaven.”  Jesus is 

the way(John 14:6), and the early Church also called itself 

“the way” (Acts 19 & 24)  St. Paul tells us to strain and strive 

for what lies ahead – the goal, the upward call of Jesus Christ 

(Philippians 3:13-14). 

We arrive at Pascha and joyfully realize this is only the 

beginning of the greatest sojourn ever.  Salvation is not a 

static, one time event found in ancient past history, nor at some fixed point in our own 

personal past.    

Christ IS risen!   However interesting it might be to find the historical Jesus, far more 

significant is to know who Jesus IS.   We live in the present where Christ IS risen!   Who 

Christ IS remains central to our lives and to our proclamation.  This is the same truth 

that has been kept alive in the Church and which always has been essential to the 

Church from its very beginning.      

Our experience at Pascha and our faith is about who Christ IS: the risen Lord, eternally 

present with us now as we continue our sojourn toward His Kingdom which knows no 

end.  Chris who IS risen from the dead promises to be with us always, throughout our 

life journey, even to the end of the end of the ages (Matthew 28:20).  Amen! 

May the risen Lord bless you always. 
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The Day of Resurrection – Pascha 

Posted on April 4, 2010 by Fr. Ted 

 

The Resurrection 

“Let us be made brilliant by the feast and embrace each other. 

Let us call brothers even those who hate us, and much more those who have 

done or suffered anything out of love for us. 

Let us concede all things to the resurrection. 

Let us grant pardon to each other… 

Yesterday I was crucified with Christ, today I am glorified with him; 

yesterday I died with him, today I am made alive with him; yesterday I was 

buried with him, today I rise with him… 

Let us offer our own selves, the possession most precious to God and closest 

to him. 

Let us give back to the Image that which is according to the image, 

recognizing our value, honoring the Archetype, knowing the power of the 

mystery and for whom Christ died.”      (St. Gregory of Nazianzus, Festal 

Orations, pg 57-58) 

It is the day of resurrection and an auspicious beginning. 

 

 

Bright Monday: The Resurrection of the Dead 
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Christ is risen! 

But Christ never spoke about the immortality of souls – he spoke about the resurrection 

of the dead! And how can we fail to see that between these two approaches there is an 

immense abyss? For, surely, if the question is strictly about the immortality of souls, 

then we need not concern ourselves with death as such, and what need have we of all 

these words about victory over death, about its destruction, and about resurrection? 

“The last enemy to be destroyed is death.” And so let us ask ourselves: in what sense is 

death the last enemy? Whose enemy is death? And how did this enemy become the ruler 

of the world and the master of life? We may recall the lines from Vladimir Soloviev’s 

poem: “Death and Time have dominion on earth/ you must refrain from calling them 

lords…” But how can we not recognize the lordship of all that has become normal, the 

rule of life, with which man has long ago come to terms, against which he has ceased to 

protest and about which he has ceased even to be concerned in his philosophy, the 

enemy with which he seeks to find compromise both in his religion and his culture?…for 

in essence Christianity is not concerned about coming to terms with death, but rather 

with the victory over it…for the apostle Paul said: “if Christ has not been raised 

then…your faith is in vain” (1 Cor 15:14).           (Alexander Schmemann, O Death, Where 

is Thy Sting) 

Bright Tuesday: The Empty Tomb 

Posted on April 6, 2010 by Fr. Ted 

So neither seeing Christ on the cross, nor the report about the empty 

tomb, nor even the encounter with the risen Christ prompted the 

disciples, finally, to know the lord: the tomb is empty, but this in 

itself is ambiguous, and when he appears he is not immediately 

recognized. Rather, the disciples come to recognize the Lord as the 

one whose passion is spoken of by the Scriptures (meaning the “Old 

Testament”), and who is encountered in the breaking of the bread. 

Consuming Christ’s offering, they become his body. These two complementary ways – 
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the engagement with the Scriptures (understanding how Christ “died according to the 

Scriptures and was raised according to the Scriptures” [1 Cor 15:3-5]), and the 

participation in the Lord’s meal (“proclaiming his death until he comes” [1 Cor 11:26]) – 

specify what St. Paul claims he had received and then handed down, or “tradition,” to 

later generations ( cf. 1 Cor 11:23, 15:3).(John Behr, Thinking through Faith: 

New Perspectives from Orthodox Christian Scholars, pg 74) 

Christ is risen! 
 

Bright Wednesday (2010) 
Posted on April 7, 2010 by Fr. Ted 

 

Christ is risen! 

Christ is risen! 

Indeed He is risen! 

Just want to share with you a favorite YouTube video which features a contemporary 

Serbian folk song inspired by Pascha. 

For those who understand a Slavic language, you will recognize the “Christ is risen!” 

refrain.   For those not familiar with a Slavic language the refrain, “Hristos Voskrese”, 

means “Christ is risen!” in Serbian.  

View the video athttp://frted.wordpress.com/2008/06/03/serbian-paschal-greetings/ 
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Bright Thursday (2010) 
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THE HOLY SPIRIT 

O Lord, send down on us thy Holy Spirit, 

for knowledge of Thee and all that appertaineth unto 

Thee 

cometh solely through the Holy Spirit, 

Whom in the beginning Thou didst give unto Adam, 

and after him to the holy prophets, 

and then to Christian people. 

O Lord, let all Thy peoples discern Thy love, 

and the sweetness of the Holy Spirit, 

that men may forget the sorrows of this world, 

and forsake all that is evil, 

and cling unto Thee in love, and live in peace, 

doing Thy will to Thy glory. 

 O Lord, vouchsafe unto us the gift of the Holy Spirit, 

that we may perceive thy glory, 

and live on earth in peace and love. 

And let there be neither malice, nor wars nor enemies, 
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but may love alone reign, 

and there will be no need of armies, or prisons, 

and life will be easy for everyone on earth.  

            (Archimandrite Sophrony, St. Silouan the Athonite) 
 

Bright Friday (2010) 
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BELIEVING IN THE RESURRECTION 

You see, even if many people don’t admit this in so 

many words, but claim to believe in the doctrine of the 

resurrection and future retribution, nevertheless I take 

notice not of their words but of what they do day by 

day. That is to say, if you are looking forward to 

resurrection and retribution, why go chasing the values 

of this life to such an extent? Why, tell me, do you put 

yourself to such trouble day in day out amassing more 

possessions than there is sand on the seashore, not to 

mention property and dwellings, as well as buying 

baths, often acquiring these things through robbery and greed, and thus fulfilling that 

saying from the inspired author, “Woe to those who add house to house, and join field to 

field so as to steal a march on their neighbor”?          (St. John Chrysostom,  Homilies on 

Genesis 18-45, pg 83) 
 

Bright Saturday (2010) 
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Risen Christ with Disciples on road to Emmaus 

THE CRUCIFIED LORD 

Christian theology proceeds, then, by reflecting upon the crucified and risen Christ 

understood through the medium of the Scriptures…  Christian theology is intrinsically 

confessional and exegetical. It is confessional in the sense that it does not affirm a mere 

“historical” statement, for instance, that Jesus “was crucified under Pontius Pilate” – 

something that  anyone on hand that day could have verified. Instead, a “theological” 

statement affirms that the one who was crucified is the Son of God. This is a confession 

of faith. This confession, moreover, is exegetical, for the disciples were able to confess 

this only once the risen Christ had opened the Scriptures to them.          (John 

Behr, Thinking through Faith: New Perspectives from Orthodox Christian Scholars, pg 

74)  
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