
Pascha and Bright Week 2012 

The Death of Death 

Posted on April 14, 2012 by Fr. Ted 

Pascha: The Resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ from the Dead 

“But in fact Christ has been raised from the 

dead, the first fruits of those who have fallen 

asleep.  For as by a man came death, by a man 

has come also the resurrection of the dead.  For 

as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be 

made alive.  But each in his own order: Christ 

the first fruits, then at his coming those who 

belong to Christ.  Then comes the end, when he 

delivers the kingdom to God the Father after 

destroying every rule and every authority and 

power.  For he must reign until he has put all 

his enemies under his feet.  The last enemy to be 

destroyed is death.”  (1 Corinthians 15:20-26) 

Clearly in Orthodox hymns and theology, 

Christ’s incarnation, death and resurrection all have to do with God’s own plan to deal 

with death, the last enemy to be destroyed.   Some Christian theologies focus almost 

exclusively on Christ dealing with sin, and generally this means a retributive justice in 

which sinners are punished and the righteous are saved.  Some Orthodox writers 

thought a system in which Christ comes only to save the righteous is not much of a 

miracle at all.  As. St. Paul expresses it: 

“While we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly.  Why, one will 

hardly die for a righteous man—though perhaps for a good man one will dare even to 

die.  But God shows his love for us in that while we were yet sinners Christ died for 

us.”  (Romans 5:6-8) 

It is not the righteous who were in need of God’s mercy and forgiveness.  Thus on the 

cross, Christ dies not only for our sins but for us sinners.  He goes to the place of the 

dead to defeat that last enemy: death itself. 

WHEN YOU ASCENDED THE CROSS, O LORD, 

FEAR AND TREMBLING FELL UPON CREATION. 
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YET YOU FORBADE THE EARTH TO 

SWALLOW UP THOSE WHO CRUCIFIED YOU, 

AND YOU COMMANDED HELL TO SEND UP 

ITS CAPTIVES 

FOR THE REGENERATION OF MORTALS. 

JUDGE OF THE LIVING AND THE DEAD, 

YOU HAVE COME TO GRANT LIFE, NOT 

DEATH. 

LOVER OF MANKIND, GLORY TO YOU! 

 

As the above hymn indicates when Christ 

“ascended the cross” (the implication being he chose to be lifted up on the cross; neither 

Rome, nor the Jews nor Satan nor death itself could force him to be nailed to the cross), 

Christ did not annihilate His enemies.  He did not command the earth to swallow them 

up – He didn’t send anyone to hell or kill anyone for what they were doing.  Not only did 

He not further populate hell with those who were murdering Him, He voluntarily went 

to the place of the dead, and emptied Hades of all the dead who were there – the 

righteous and the unrighteous.  Christ came to grant life not death to those who were 

spiritually dead.  This is the joyous celebration of Pascha. 

“In the second century the subject of Christ’s descent 

into Hades was an inseparable part of the paschal 

divine services. Secondly, it shows that, already in 

second century Christian hymnography, Christ’s 

redemptive sacrifice was viewed as pertinent for all 

people without exception. Thus it speaks not of Christ 

saving the righteous but of his forgiving all ‘those who 

sullied themselves with sin.’ After destroying death, 

vanquishing the enemy, trampling down hell, and 

binding the devil, he calls them to himself in order to 

grant them forgiveness of sins and to lead them up to 

God the Father.” (Archbishop Hilarion Alfeyev, Christ the Conqueror of Hell: 

The Descent into Hades, an Orthodox Perspective, pg.36) 

 

As we in the Orthodoxy Church sing at Holy Friday Vespers: 
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When You, the Redeemer of all, were placed in a tomb all 

Hell’s powers quaked in fear. 

Its bars were broken, its gates were smashed. 

Its mighty reign was brought to an end, for the dead came 

forth alive from their tombs, casting off the bonds of their 

captivity. 

Adam was filled with joy! 

He gratefully cried out to You, O Christ: “Glory to Your 

condescension, O Lover of man!” 

 

Adam, the first human and who together with Eve were the first sinners, are saved by 

Christ’s resurrection.  Adam is saved not because he is righteous – it was his sin that is 

considered to be the original sin of humankind.  Adam is saved because Christ defeats 

that final enemy – death, which held Adam captive as a result of that ancestral sin. 

 Christ destroys sin and death thus liberating all the dead, including all who had sinned. 

 God wishes not the death of the sinners but that we turn from our sin to Him.  The 

descent of the incarnate God into Hades makes it possible for everyone to experience the 

salvation of God. 

 

 

Pascha: The Resurrection of Christ (2012) 

Posted on April 15, 2012 by Fr. Ted 
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At Pascha we celebrate the death of 

death and the destruction of hell.  

The hymns of our Church and the 

Paschal Sermon of St. John 

Chrysostom make it clear that Christ 

freed allof the dead from Hades – 

the righteous and the sinners as 

well.  Christ came to earth, dying for 

our sins.  The miracle and power of 

Pascha is not merely the restoration 

of justice by satisfying some eternal and universal law.  The true grace of Pascha is that 

God’s love is not limited to the righteous, but is granted unconditionally to all.  God’s 

freely given love for the world trumps any demands for retributive justice.  Christ 

Himself proclaimed that He didn’t come to call the righteous but rather came to seek 

sinners and the lost (Matthew 9:13; Luke 19:10).  So today, we sinners, we who were lost 

but have been found, celebrate what St. John Chrysostom proclaimed: 

CHRIST IS RISEN, and not a single corpse remains in the grave! 

 

Hell is emptied and death no longer has power over anyone.  Only those who choose 

death will remain in Hades, for Christ has destroyed the power of death.  St. Melito of 

Sardis (d. ca 180AD) has Christ proclaim: 

 

“I have freed those who condemned and given life to the dead. 

I awoke those who were buried, 

vanquished death and triumphed over the enemy. 

I descended into hell, where I bound the mighty one 

and raised men up to heaven.” 

 (quoted in The Resurrection and the Icon by Michel Quenot, pg. 75) 
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We who have been saved from the demands of death resoundingly shout: 

Christ is risen!     Indeed He is risen! 

 

I wish each of you a blessed Paschal Feast and thank each of you for your prayers. 

 



The Myrrhbearing Women, Bearing Hope 

Posted on April 16, 2012 by Fr. Ted 

Before the rising of the sun, 

 

the ointment-bearing women 

 

hastened to anoint the sun 

 

that had disappeared for a while 

 

into the darkness of the tomb, 

 

though it existed before 

 

the sun itself came into being. 
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These holy women were seeking him 

as one would seek the very light of day, 

 

and, as they walked along, they spoke of 

what they were about to do: 

 

Come, let us hurry! Let us anoint the 

very source of life as he lies in the grave, 

 

that very one who raised up Adam. 

 

 

Yes, let us hurry! 

We shall bring him a gift of myrrh 

 

and adore him 

as once the wise men did, 

 

for, as then he lay wrapped in swaddling clothes, 

he now lies wrapped in a burial shroud. 
  



Then, we shall tearfully entreat him: 

 

Rise up, master, 

 

for you alone provide 

 

the grace of resurrection for the 

fallen! 

 

(Ikos of Paschal Matins, New Skete 

Monastery) 

 

  



Bright Monday 

Posted on April 17, 2012 by Fr. Ted 

“The themes of Christ’s descent into Hades and 

his victory over hell and death are treated 

extensively in surviving early Christian poetry. 

We do not know precisely when the short hymn 

as the Easter troparion was composed. It is 

likely, however, that it was already written in 

the second century. 

Christ is risen from the dead, trampling 

down death by death, and upon those in 

the tombs bestowing life!” 

 (Archbishop Hilarion Alfeyev, Christ the 

Conqueror of Hell: The Descent into Hades, an Orthodox Perspective, pg. 34) 

 

Pascha and Bright Week (PDFs) 

Posted on April 17, 2012 by Fr. Ted 

Blogs that I posted during Pascha 

and Bright Week for the past 

several years are now available as 

single document PDFs.  

 You can click on any link to read 

what I posted in the week following 

Pascha as we celebrated the 

Resurrection of our Lord Jesus 

Christ going back to the year 2008. 

Pascha and Bright Week (2008 and 2009) 

Pascha and Bright Week (2010) 

Pascha and Bright Week (2011) 
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Bright Tuesday 2012 

Posted on April 17, 2012 by Fr. Ted 

“Today is salvation come unto the 

world, to that which is visible, and 

to that which is invisible. Christ is 

risen from the dead, rise ye with 

Him. Christ is returned again to 

himself, return ye. Christ is freed 

from the tomb, be ye freed from 

the bond of sin. The gates of hell 

are opened, and death is 

destroyed, and the old Adam is put 

aside, and the New is fulfilled; if 

any man be in Christ he is a new 

creature; be ye renewed…The Lord’s Passover, the Passover, and again I 

say the Passover to the honour of the Trinity. This is to us a Feast of feasts 

and a Solemnity of solemnities.” (St. Basil the Great in Archbishop Hilarion 

Alfeyev, Christ the Conqueror of Hell: The Descent into Hades, an Orthodox 

Perspective, pg. 56) 

 

Pascha: The Redemption of Creation 

Posted on April 18, 2012 by Fr. Ted 
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Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice. 

Let the whole world visible and invisible, keep the feast. 

For Christ risen is our eternal joy. 

(from Paschal Matins, Ode 1) 

While some Christian traditions 

narrowly focus the salvific work of Christ 

to His death on the cross, the Orthodox 

tradition celebrates the very person of 

Jesus Christ as being the locus of 

salvation.  It is not just one event (His 

crucifixion) which brings about the 

salvation of the world, but His very being 

and entire life which transfigures and 

transforms the entire cosmos in the 

promised new creation.  It is not just human which needs to be forgiven, but also 

creation itself is in need of regeneration, which occurs in the person of Jesus Christ.  St. 

Paul makes this very clear in his Epistle to the Romans: 

I consider that the sufferings of this present time 

are not worth comparing with the glory that is to 

be revealed to us. For the creation waits with eager 

longing for the revealing of the sons of God; for the 

creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will 

but by the will of him who subjected it in hope; 

because the creation itself will be set free from its 

bondage to decay and obtain the glorious liberty of 

the children of God. We know that the whole 

creation has been groaning in travail together until 

now; and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, 

groan inwardly as we wait for adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies. 

 (Romans 8:18-23) 
  



All of creation is redeemed and freed from bondage to decay and death!  St. Paul writes 

of creation anthropomorphically as creation itself, the entire universe, longed for and 

eagerly awaited and anticipated the salvation of the fallen 

human race.  This is based in the notion that God made the 

created world for us human, and our fall through sin 

introduced death into the created world, thus disturbing 

the natural order as the world fell with us through 

separation, disintegration and alienation into death. 

In the resurrection of Christ, creation itself begins to 

experience its own restoration and reunion with God our 

Creator. 

Your resurrection, O Christ our 

Savior, 

 

Has enlightened the whole 

universe, 

 

Recalling Your creation. 

 

Glory to You, O Almighty Lord! 

 

(Apostikha of Paschal Vespers) 

Pascha, the resurrection of Christ from the dead, means death is destroyed, and all the  

people of the world and even all creation can again 

make God the Lord of our lives and existence.  He is 

after all the Lord of the living (Luke 20:38) for He 

makes all to live!  Death no longer has dominion, it is 

defeated even though it continues to claim power over 

all the empirical world.  The faith and hope of 

Christianity is that death is shown to be the real 

temporary condition – life reigns and in Christ is 

made eternal. 



 

Let creation rejoice!  Let all born on earth be glad! 

 

For hateful hell has been despoiled. 

 

Let the women with myrrh come to meet me; 

 

for I am redeeming Adam and Eve and all their 

descendants, 

 

and on the third day shall I arise! 

(from Paschal Nocturnes, Ode 9) 

  



[The photos in this blog were taken on Pascha 

Sunday, April 15,  or during  Bright week -  as 

walked around to see what creation was doing 

as we celebrated its redemption from the 

bondage to which it had been subjected. 

You can see more of the photos on my Flickr 

site atApril Day or an April Sunrise.] 

 

 

 

Bright Wednesday 2012 

Posted on April 18, 2012 by Fr. Ted 

“When the women arrived at the tomb early in the 

morning, they were perplexed, not knowing what to 

make of it being empty; they required an angel to 

explain what had happened. The Christian faith is not 

based on the empty tomb, for this ‘bare fact’ requires 

interpretation: was the body perhaps stolen?  The 

same holds true for the resurrection appearances: 

when he appears, not only do they recognize him, but 

they also start telling him about this Jesus who was 

put to death, and that the tomb was found empty (Lk. 

24:22-24). 
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So, the Christian faith is not based on the appearances of 

the risen Lord. Only when the crucified and risen Christ 

opens the Scriptures to them, to show how it was 

necessary for him to have gone to his passion to enter his 

glory, do the disciples’ hearts began to burn, so that they 

are prepared to recognize him in the breaking of bread 

(Lk. 24:28-35). Yet once finally recognized, he disappears: 

‘and their eyes were opened and they recognized him, and 

he vanished out of their sight’ (Lk 24:31). At the very 

moment that the disciples finally encounter Christ 

knowingly, he passes out of their sight.”   (John Behr in Thinking Through Faith: 

New Perspectives from Orthodox Christian Scholars, pg. 72) 

 

 

Bright Thursday 2012 

Posted on April 19, 2012 by Fr. Ted 

“In Jesus Christ, crucified and risen, we 

see our humanity made new; in him, we 

see physical matter transformed. In him 

we have a pledge that one day all things 

will be refashioned afresh, ‘set free from 

its bondage to decay’ (Rom. 8:21) – such 

is the dazzling outlook to which even 

now we are being led, when the thin veil 

separating heaven and earth will finally 

be removed and creation made totally 

transparent to the living God. […] When he rose and ascended, his physical humanity 

did not dissolve into God; it reached its proper destiny as created matter. Creation is 

not heading for a dissolution into a sea of divinity, like a drop of wine in an ocean.”  

(Jeremy S. Begbie, Resounding Truth: Christan Wisdom in the World of 

Music, pg. 197) 
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Bright Friday 2012 

Posted on April 20, 2012 by Fr. Ted 

“To this end Christ died and rose to life that He might 

be Lord both of the dead and the living. But ‘God is not 

God of the dead, but of the living.’ That is why the 

dead, now under the dominion of One who has risen to 

life, are no longer dead but alive. Therefore life has 

dominion over them and, just as ‘Christ, having been 

raised from the dead, will never die again,’ so too they 

will live and never fear death again. When they have 

been thus raised from the dead and feed from decay, 

they shall never again see death, for they will share in 

Christ’s Resurrection just as He Himself shared in 

their death.” [St. Anastasius the Sinaite (7th C) in The 

Synaxarion of the Lenten  Triodion  and 

Pentecostarion, pg. 182] 

 
 

Bright Saturday 2012 

Posted on April 21, 2012 by Fr. Ted 

“Death finished his taunting speech 

 

and our Lord’s voice rang out thunderously in Sheol, 

 

tearing open each grave one by one. 

 

Terrible pangs seized hold of Death in Sheol; 

 

where light had never been seen, 

 

rays shone out from the angels who had entered 

 

to bring out the dead to meet the Dead One who has 

given life to all. 
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‘Would I were back in Moses’ time,’ 

 

says Death, ‘he made me a feast day: 

 

for that lamb in Egypt gave me 

 

the first fruits from every house; 

 

heaps upon heaps of firstborn 

 

were piled up for me at Sheol’s gate. 

 

But this festal Lamb has plundered Sheol, 

 

taken his tithe of the dead and led them off from me.” 

 

 (St. Ephem the Syrian in Christ the Conqueror of Hell: The Descent into 

Hades, an Orthodox Perspective, pg. 113) 
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