
Images of Salvation   Posted on April 18, 2013 by Fr. Ted 

“’Salvation’ is not just a matter of avoiding hell and somehow getting into heaven.  It is, as its 

etymology indicates, the wholeness of good health.  Present-day Italian still says la salute, with 

the two meanings of health and salvation.  No-one is healthy who has any sort of 

infirmity.  Every fault, even the smallest and least noticeable, means the contamination of a little 

health, a little ‘salvation.’”  (Irenee Hausherr, PENTHOS: THE DOCTRINE OF COMPUNCTION IN 

THE CHRISTIAN EAST, p 23) 

In the long history of the Orthodox Church many descriptions 

of salvation have been offered, many metaphors used to describe 

salvation, and numerous theological treatises written to tell us what 

salvation is.  The abundance of this literature, its diversity, and 

varied insights give to us the sense of richness of the concept of 

salvation.  In this blog series I intend to offer “images of salvation”: a 

collection of quotes that in some way help us understand the 

Christian theology of salvation. 

As in all the other blog series I have composed, the quotes I offer in 

this series are not based on researching a theme, but rather 

represent quotes that I tagged over the past 30 years of reading as 

being related to salvation.  As such they don’t follow one consistent idea or presupposition.  Rather as I 

was reading various texts through the years, I occasionally tagged a quote with the title “salvation.”  The 

quotes collected are related to what I was thinking about salvation at various times through my 

Christian sojourn.  What ties them together is that in whatever year I read the book I found them in, I 

tagged them with the word “salvation.”   Now I’m gathering together all of those quotes so tagged and 

assembling them into this blog series. 

I hope in and through this series to challenge thinking about what salvation is and to expand the 

understanding of the concept of salvation.  As the Orthodox consider the Scriptures to be a treasure 

house of insights and revelations into God and His relationship with us, so too we find “salvation” to be 

an inexhaustible treasury of wisdom and understanding.  This is because salvation for us means union 

with God – which proves to be a never-ending journey of spiritual growth. 

“And this is eternal life, that they know You the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have 

sent.”  (John 17:3) 

In the Sacrament of Baptism, we offer prayer for the salvation of those to be baptized and in those 

prayers we find images of how we conceive of salvation.  When we Orthodox bless the water for the 

baptism, we pray: 
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“And grant unto it the grace of redemption, the blessing of Jordan. Make it the 

fountain of incorruption, the gift of sanctification, the remission of sins, the 

remedy of infirmities, the final destruction of demons, unassailable by hostile 

powers, filled with Angelic might…” 

We begin to see in Baptism, which is the beginning of our life in Christ, the 

beginning of salvation for each Christian, some of the themes of salvation 

which Orthodoxy emphasizes.   Look again at the imagery used for salvation in 

the prayer above – for in these various images we come to understand the 

depth and breadth of salvation – what all was needed and what was 

accomplished in Christ.  The priest continues praying in the Baptism service: 

“But Master of all, show this water to be the water of redemption, the water of sanctification, 

the purification of flesh and spirit, the loosing of 

bonds, the remission of sins, the illumination of the 

soul, the laver of regeneration, the renewal of the 

spirit, the gift of adoption to sonship, the garment 

of incorruption, the fountain of life. . . . 

You have bestowed upon us from on high a new 

birth through water and the spirit. Wherefore, O 

Lord, manifest Yourself in this water, and grant 

that he/she who is baptized therein may be 

transformed; that he/she may put away from 

him/her the old man, which is corrupt through the 

lusts of the flesh, and that he/she may be clothed 

upon with the new man, and renewed after the image of Him who created him/her; that being 

buried, after the pattern of Your death, in baptism, he/she may, in like manner, be a partaker of 

Your Resurrection and having preserved the gift of thy Holy Spirit, and increased the measure of 

grace committed unto him/her, he/she may receive the prize of his/her high calling, and be 

numbered with the first-born whose names are written in heaven, in You, our God and Lord, 

Jesus Christ.” 

All the ideas contained in this prayer are images of salvation. Take time to list them for 

yourself.   Salvation is not merely the forgiveness of sins nor a lifting of the guilt of sin, for salvation is 

the healing of the entire person as well as the entire world.  It is the process by which the world 

including sinners is transfigured and transformed in order to participate in the divine life. 

Images of Salvation (II)   Posted on April 19, 2013 by Fr. Ted 

“In the Greek of the New Testament, ‘salvation’ does not mean legal acquittal, but rescue, like 

being saved from drowning.”  (Frederica Mathewes-Green, FIRST FRUITS OF PRAYER, p 96) 
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This is the second blog in this series exploring ideas about and images of salvation.  The first blog 

is Images of Salvation.  In this blog we will consider a few definitions of salvation.  Many modern 

Orthodox writers contrast what they see as a narrow focus in the Christian West on a juridical 

interpretation of salvation as justification with a much broader understanding in Eastern Orthodoxy of 

salvation as liberation as well as healing humanity from the effects of sin. 

“For the Eastern Church, salvation is not at all 

juridical.  It is not the sentence of a court of 

law.  The verb yacha in Hebrew means ‘to have 

some elbow-room,’ to be at ease.  In the most 

general sense it means to deliver, to save from 

danger, from an illness, ultimately, to save from death.  It describes that which 

delivers.  Precisely and most particularly, it means to reestablish a living balance, to heal.  The 

substantive yecha, salvation, refers to complete deliverance with peace-shalom at the end.  In 

the New Testament soteria in Greek, coming from the verb sozo, the adjective sos corresponds 

to sanus in Latin and means to return health to one who had lost it, to save from death, which is 

the natural terminus of every illness.   That is why the expression ‘your faith has saved you,’ is 

tantamount to ‘your faith has healed you,’ the two expressions being synonyms of the same act 

of divine pardon, an act which touches the soul and the body in their very unity.”  (Paul 

Evdokimov,  IN THE WORLD, OF THE CHURCH, p 12) 

Fr. Theodore Stylianopoulos offers a similar understanding of salvation as the one given by Evdokimov 

above: 

“But what is salvation?  It is the double gift, on the one hand, of being rescued from the penalty of 

condemnation, suffering, sickness, corruption, and 

death incurred by sin, and on the other, of being 

united with the living Christ in his incorruptible life 

both now and perfectly in the future age.  . . . 

Because sin is not viewed in juridical terms – that is, 

as primarily an offense against the honor and justice 

of God—but as shrinkage, a wound, an infection of 

humanity, the main understanding of salvation is 

concerned with the healing of a sickness, with the 

renewal of being, instead of with the satisfaction of 

divine justice through the merits of 

Christ.  Correspondingly, redemption signifies not 

merely a righting of the relationship between God 

and man, but transfiguration and deification in 

mystical communion with God.  [Ernst] Benz declares that the idea of love, not that of righteousness, 

dominates the East theologically and ethically.”  (ENCOURAGED BY THE SCRIPTURES, pp 125-126) 

http://orthodoxwiki.org/Salvation
http://frted.wordpress.com/2013/04/18/images-of-salvation/
http://www.svspress.com/in-the-world-of-the-church/
http://www.amazon.com/Encouraged-Scriptures-Essays-Scripture-Interpretation/dp/1935317229/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1366145003&sr=8-1&keywords=Encouraged+by+the+Scriptures
http://farm5.staticflickr.com/4023/4446209691_ec026769e5.jpg
http://farm9.staticflickr.com/8371/8486633437_bd87fed304.jpg


A “medical” model of understanding salvation comes with its own possible distortions.  But traditional 

Orthodoxy’s balance of images has corrected for that or so Orthodox theologian Vigen Guroian argues: 

“At the root of this idolization of medical science lies 

the misguided belief that health and wellness 

guarantee happiness and a meaningful life. The 

therapeutic vision of salvation helps us to recognize 

this idolatry and its dangers, so that we gain an 

understanding of the true relationship, and the crucial 

difference, between physical cure and spiritual 

rehabilitation. It can assist us in ordering the goods of 

life appropriately and proportionately in relation to a 

compassionate, forgiving, and healing divinity.”   (The 

Melody of Faith: Theology in an Orthodox Key,  Kindle 

Loc. 442-45) 

Salvation involves not just forgiving human sin, but 

restoring humanity to its original union with God. 

“… the conviction of early Christians, derived from the Scripture, that Man was created by God for a 

creative purpose and was to act in the world as its king, priest, and prophet.  The fall or failure of man 

did not abolish the purpose or design, and man was redeemed in order to be re-instated in his original 

rank and to resume his role and function in the Creation.”  (Georges Florovsky, CHRISTIANITY AND 

CULTURE, p 21) 

Creation itself needs and benefits from a humanity which is restored to health- humans who have 

experienced the saving union with God in Christ Jesus. 

Images of Salvation (III)    Posted on April 22, 2013 by Fr. Ted 

St. Ephrem the Syrian (d. ca. 379) writes: 

“Glorious is the  Wise One Who allied and joined Divinity with humanity 

…  He mingled the natures like pigments and an image came into being 

of the God-man”   (in Vigen Guroian’s  The Melody of Faith: Theology in 

an Orthodox Key, Kindle 570-71) 

This is the third blog in this series exploring ideas about and images 

of salvation.  The first blog is Images of Salvation and the previous blog 

is Images of Salvation (II).  These blogs consist mostly of quotes from 

books I read over the past 30 years – my habit as I read was to ‘tag’ 

quotes that spoke to me for one reason or another at the time I read 

them.  Now I’m publishing those quotes I tagged “salvation.”   So this series is not based on researching 

a theme but rather now gathering together the quotes I tagged as relating to “salvation.”  Thus the 
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quotes do not necessarily follow one concept of salvation but offer a variety of images of what salvation 

means and of what it consists.   In the quote above from St. Ephrem, salvation is the union of God and 

humanity accomplished in the Incarntion.  St. Ephrem portrays the incarnation as if God the 

iconographer is painting an icon. 

God as poet and artist are images of God as Creator.  St. Athanasius (d. 373AD) pondered what becomes 

of creation which is called into being out of nothing – it is inherently unstable and decays.  Humans were 

created by God to be the means by which creation transcends its natural limits by offering all creation to 

God in worship.  Ultimately God Himself takes on human form and becomes the true high priest uniting 

creation to Himself and then offering Himself up as the very means of transfiguring creation. 

“…St. Athanasius’s account of why creation requires salvation: instability and 

decay are natural to the created order precisely because it is created out of 

nothing.  It must be understood that this in no way disparages the material world 

– it is simply a realistic description of the state in which all material creatures find 

themselves.  But it means that creation has to transcend itself in order to 

survive.  And this movement is possible only through man – precisely because he is 

‘also an animal’ by nature, but in addition has the drive to be free of the laws of 

nature because he is a person in the image of God.”   (Elizabeth Theokritoff in THE 

CAMBRIDGE CAMPION TO ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN THEOLOGY, p 71) 

St. Athanasius’ imagery continues with Christ portrayed as both king and priest: 

“Indeed, all the models are naturally held together: the King is the one who offers himself up for 

his people in priestly, sacrificial death, which not only transfigures death itself but reveals and 

teaches to humanity the true nature of both God and humanity.  In his treatise On the 

Incarnation, St Athanasius speaks of salvation as the entrance of a king into a city – almost as if 

the entrance (Incarnation) alone is what saves the city.  But he immediately goes on to say that 

King offers himself for the city and its inhabitants, and corrects their neglect by his 

teaching.”  (Peter Bouteneff  inTHE CAMBRIDGE CAMPION TO ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN 

THEOLOGY, p 99) 

The Incarnation of God in Christ is the basis of our 

salvation.  The astonishing nature of how the 

Holy Trinity saves us is lost when Christian 

teaching becomes so familiar that it no longer 

inspires awe in us. 

<<<<<Icon of Christ liberating Dachau 

 “First, let us stop to consider the word salvation. 

We need to dwell on this because we are dealing 

here with a concept so familiar to every believer, 

a concept to which he has become so accustomed 
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that he no longer hears its full significance. Christianity is a religion of salvation. This means that it is not 

merely a ‘life improvement’ plan, it is not a scheme for overcoming life’s day to day adversities, nor is it a 

set of abstract principles and norms of behavior. 

Salvation presupposes that one is perishing. A drowning man, a man whose 

home is engulfed in flames, a man falling over the edge of a cliff does not 

pray for comfort or comforting words, but for salvation. Yet it is just this 

sense of perishing, and therefore the experience of Christianity as 

salvation, that has been suffocated over the long centuries of 

Christianity.  The vast majority of Christians continue out of habit to say 

words such as ‘Savior’, ‘salvation’, ‘save us’, but within themselves they 

now unconsciously experience these words in a different way than did the 

early Christians. Within Christianity itself a peculiar substitution of words 

has taken place, or rather, not of words, because the terminology stays the 

same, but of meaning, how the words are heard. This substitution has 

taken place because we have stopped viewing ourselves as beings who are 

truly perishing, beings whose life is rushing inexorably toward meaningless 

collapse, whose life is engulfed by evil, by senselessness, by the horror of 

dying and death, by the bestial struggle for survival, by the terrible lust for 

power, by the war of all against all, by lies which poison the very sources of 

life, by ignorance and by the universal sentence of death; in other words, 

we are engulfed by everything which our so called civilization uses – alas, successfully – to suffocate life 

and deface it.” (Alexander Schmemann, Celebration of Faith: Sermons, Vol. 1 – I Believe, pgs. 68-69) 

When we lose sight of ourselves as 

being sojourners on earth , or living in 

exile from Paradise, we lose sight of the 

risks and dangers everyday life poses to 

our spiritual existence.  We forget 

about the homeland from which we 

have been exiled and to which we are 

trying to return.   The idea of salvation 

reminds us of God, our need to seek 

Him out, and that this requires effort 

on our part to journey to Him.   

St. Barsanuphius says: 

“To the thought that praises you for anything, say: ‘Those who travel on the seas, even during a 

time of calm do not forget that they are still on the deep, but they always expect storms, 

dangers, and drowning; and the short time of calm that happens to come brings them no full 

benefit, because they consider themselves out of danger only when they come to harbor.  And it 

has also happened with many that their ship has drowned them at the very entrance to the 
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harbor.  So also a sinner, while he remains in this world, should be always afraid of 

drowning.’”  (Saints Barsanuphius & John, p 102) 

Next: Images of Salvation (IV)   Posted on April 25, 2013 by Fr. Ted 

“Jews traditionally saw salvation as part of the covenant (Ps 130.8; 2 Chr 7.14; m. Sanh. 10.1), 

and understood continuing divine presence to be part of the ideal future (see e.g., Ezek 

48.35).”  (JEWISH ANNOTATED NEW TESTAMENT, p 4 foonote) 

This is the fourth blog in this series exploring ideas about and images 

of salvation.  The first blog isImages of Salvation and the previous blog 

isImages of Salvation (III). 

One of the main images of salvation that we find in the Orthodox Church 

is that of salvation as liberation.  The ideas see the Passover and Exodus 

stories of the Old Testament as being prototypes, prefiguring, the reality 

of salvation given by God in Jesus Christ.  Then there was liberation for 

the Israelites from slavery in Egypt to deliverance in the Promised 

land.  Now, in Christ, there is liberation for all humanity from slavery to 

sin, death, Hades and Satan to deliverance in Heaven: from death to life 

and from earth to heaven.   In Orthodoxy Christ is celebrated more as 

the victor than as the victim, and our response to God’s saving actions is not so much feeling guilt that 

our sin is responsible for the death of Christ but rather is thanksgiving (Eucharist) for being saved by God 

from death. 

“The Mosaic religion was born along with the idea of salvation. 

The first commandment of the Decalogue reminds us that 

Yahweh liberated his people from the slavery in which they 

languished. The general masses always understood salvation 

entirely concretely, as liberation from enemies and natural 

disasters. The Prophets inspired this hope, inserting into 

it eschatological contents. According to the Bible, the world has 

long existed in a fallen state and stands in need of healing. 

Human life is as short as a dream, and it is spent in fruitless 

struggle. People are immersed in vanity. ‘Being born in sin,’ they 

are drawn inexorably to destruction. This kingdom of darkness 

and suffering is most unlike the consummation of God’s will. 

Many philosophers of the West and East came to similar conclusions. In their opinion, mortal 

man is a plaything of blind passions and circumstances; implacable fate lords it over all, 

condemning the Universe to struggle along in a closed circular path.  Awareness of the 

imperfection of the world led to the development of ‘salvation doctrines,’ which can be grouped 

into three types. For some (Plato), the exit consisted in the best organization of society, for 

others (the Buddha), in mystical reflection and flight from life. Both solutions, however, were 
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united by a common assumption: neither man nor God is capable of introducing radical changes 

in the structure of the world. It is only possible to achieve a partial easing of suffering and hope 

for the annulment of existence itself. The third type of soteriology arose in Israel and in Iran. Only 

in those places did there exist a confidence that evil is surmountable, that there would come a 

great change, which is the highest goal of human life.”    (Father Alexander Men,  Son of Man, 

pg. 120) 

Salvation in Christ is not from one evil or another – Pharoah, barabarians, Hitler or communism – but an 

ultimate salvation from the evil itself.  Salvation is thus not a nationalistic endeavor for which patriots 

are fighting.  Salvation is a cosmic victory over evil not just over human hubris or “-isms.” 

“The ‘new covenant’ beliefs of the early Christians meant that, in 

hailing Jesus as ‘son of god’, they believed that Israel’s god had 

acted in him to fulfill the covenant promises by dealing at last with 

the problem of evil.  One standard Jewish analysis of evil, 

represented for instance by the Wisdom of Solomon, did not believe 

that the created order was itself evil, but that human beings, by 

committing idolatry, distorted their own humanity into sinful 

behavior and courted corruption and ultimately death.  Death – the 

unmaking of the creator’s image-bearing creatures – was not seen 

as a good thing, but as an enemy to be defeated.  It was the ultimate 

weapon of destruction: anti-creation, anti-human, anti-god.  If the 

creator god was also the covenant god, and if the covenant was 

there to deal with the unwelcome problem that had invaded the created order at its heart and corrupted 

human beings themselves, it was this intruder, death itself, that had to be defeated.  To allow death to 

have its way – to sign up, as it were, to some kind of compromise agreement whereby death took human 

bodies but the creator was allowed to keep human souls – was no solution, or not to the problem as it 

was perceived within most second-Temple Judaism.  That is why ‘resurrection’ was never 

a redescription of death, but always its defeat.”  (N.T. Wright, THE RESURRECTION OF THE SON OF 

GOD,  pp 727-728) 

“[St.] Paul clearly views God’s gospel and salvation as oriented to all, 

‘to the Jew first and also to the Greek’ (Rom 1:16).  He knows that the 

one God of all humanity (Rom 3:29-30) has indeed chosen Israel, to 

whom and through whom came God’s Law, promises, and Messiah 

(3:2; 9:4-5).  But the divine election of Israel was ultimately for the 

blessing or salvation of all nations (c.f. Gal 3:6-9; Rom 9-

11).  Salvation—God’s deliverance of Israel, according to the 

Scriptures—is thus opened universally in this good news, and that is 

the unique thematic emphasis of Romans.  The only condition for the 

receipt of this salvation is faith.  …  Salvation for Paul, thought 

oriented toward the future day of deliverance, is the total experience 

of being put into right covenantal relationship with God now, being 
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one day raised from the dead, being acquitted on the day of judgment, and therefore having 

eternal life.  Faith, for the hearers, is the total response of obedience to the gospel (1:5).  It 

includes the mind, heart and body.”  (Michael Gorman, APOSTLE OF THE CRUCIFIED LORD,  p 

349) 

The salvation which the New Testament presents is based in Jewish thinking and spirituality.  Christianity 

after all believes itself to be the recipients of God’s revelation, promises and prophecies, seeing all 

things fulfilled in Jesus Christ.  Salvation is thus not just about some future and distant heaven, nor is it 

merely about an immaterial soul – salvation is cosmic, but it is also about the physical, empirical 

creation and the here and now.  Salvation is also not an abstract idea but deals with something very 

earthy – namely, death itself. 

“St. Paul, furthermore, is not concerned with the specifically Greek 

dichotomy between the soul and the body.  Faithful to the realism of 

Jewish thought, he always thinks of man as a whole: for him, the body 

does not imply so much the materiality of human life as opposed to its 

spirituality, as it does the organic unity of that life, indissolubly material 

and spiritual. 

This is why eternal life, salvation made perfect, is for him in no way a 

deliverance from the body, but the resurrection of the body.  Is not man’s 

body called to become a member of Christ, a temple of the 

Spirit?”   (Louis Bouyer, THE SPIRITUALITY OF THE NEW TESTAMENT & 

THE FATHERS, p. 79) 

 

Images of Salvation (V) 

Posted on April 30, 2013 by Fr. Ted 

“Eventually, I began to realize that the essential truth of our faith, the Good News – was not that 

we were suddenly made perfect and free from all danger of sin, but that the infinite source of 

God’s mercy and love had been opened to us in Christ.”    (Irma Zaleski, LIVING THE JESUS 

PRAYER , p vi) 

This is the fifth blog in this series exploring ideas about and images of salvation.  The first blog is Images 

of Salvation and the previous blog is Images of Salvation (IV).  
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The Orthodox understanding of salvation is that God has been working 

it out over the long history of the world.   Thus we celebrate many 

feast days in Orthodoxy each  occurring at different times but each 

contributing to the beginning of salvation: Christ’s resurrection, His 

death, His birth, the birth of His mother, and so on through the men 

and women of the great genealogies found in the Gospel according to 

St. Matthew and St. Luke. 

Likewise, the Christian understanding of salvation did not instantly 

emerge in one moment of time. Events unfolded, and it took time for 

believers to understand the events.  The women disciples of the Lord 

and those of the Twelve who ran to look into the tomb of Christ, did 

not immediately understand the resurrection let alone its implications 

for the world.  The empty tomb was not enough, requiring angels to explain it to the witnesses, and then 

their testimony was not enough to convince the other disciples. 

The Acts of the Apostles and the New Testament Epistles show the early Christians wrestling with both 

the concept of salvation and its implications for life – both personal and communal.  The cosmos was 

radically changed by the event of the resurrection, and yet the first Christians struggled with sin and 

death.  They proclaimed the resurrection but soon faced the death of martyrdom.  It took centuries to 

work out some of the most basic understanding of the implications of salvation in Jesus Christ.  Even 

when they were sure of the terminology, the theological ramifications remained staggering and were 

much debated. 

“The whole time he (St. Gregory Palamas, d. 1359AD) is defending communion with the living 

God as the only means of salvation for man, and combating the conception of salvation as an 

extrinsic justification which leaves man to live independently of God outside the 

‘supernatural.’  That was not God’s plan for man, and it was not for that that the Son of God put 

on flesh and clothed himself in a nature altogether similar to our own;  He ‘became man that we 

might become God.’” (John Meyendorff,  A STUDY IN GREGORY 

PALAMAS, p 163) 

The incarnation implied theosis – a partaking of and participation in the 

divine life (2 Peter 1:4).   Patristic authors were more able to articulate 

the truth precisely than to explain it’s full meaning – an apophatic 

mystery in which we participated without being able to find an 

adequate language to explicate its every meaning. 

“In his great work on the history of doctrine, [Dr. Jaroslav] 

Pelikan makes the point that, although the theology of the 

person of Christ (who Christ is in relation to God) received 

thorough doctrinal attention, the ‘meaning’ of the saving work 

of Christ (how we are saved in specific terms) never received 
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similar doctrinal focus in the patristic period.  One will not find an Eastern parallel to the West’s 

discussion about justification.  The Greek Church fathers wrote about the meaning of salvation in 

a variety of ways, using multiple biblical and particularly Pauline terminology: new covenant, 

sanctification, new creation, transformation and glorification.” (Theodore 

Stylianopoulos, ENCOURAGED BY THE SCRIPTURES, pp 121-122) 

There were images in which to convey the truth of salvation in Jesus Christ, theological metaphors and 

philosophical poetry to proclaim the truth while acknowledging the mystery and the inadequacy of 

human reason to fathom salvation.. 

“’A new heaven and a new earth’: man is not saved from the material world but with it.  Because 

man is microcosm and mediator of the creation, his own salvation involves also the reconciliation 

and transfiguration of the whole animate and inanimate creation around him – its deliverance 

‘from the bondage of corruption’ and entry ‘into the glorious 

liberty of the children of God’ (Rom. 8:21).  In the ‘new earth’ of 

the Age to come there is surely a place not only for man but for 

the animals: in and through man, they too will share in 

immortality, and so will rocks, trees and plants, fire and 

water.”  (Kallistos Ware, THE ORTHODOX WAY, p 183) 

 The physical is not opposed to the spiritual, but rather the 

secular is shown capable of bearing the sacred and of becoming 

holy.  God incarnate.  Humanity deified.  Creation untied to 

Creator.  Creator entering into creation.  God creates that which 

is “not-god” and then God Himself enters into that which is “not 

god” and unites that which is “not god” to God.   This is the 

salvation of the world. 

“He makes all things new” (Rev 21:5) 

Images of Salvation (VI)     Posted on May 4, 2013 by Fr. Ted 

“In Christ we have everything…. 

If you want to heal your wound, he is the doctor. 

If you are burning with fever, he is the fountain. 

If you are in need of help, he is strength. 

If you are in dread of death, he is life. 

If you are fleeing the darkness, he is light. 
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If you are hungry, he is food: ’O taste and see that the Lord is good! Happy are they who take refuge in 

him’ (Psalm 34:8)     (Ambrose of Milan in the book The Roots of Christian Mysticism by Oliver Clément, 

pg.56) 

 

This is the sixth blog in this series exploring ideas about and 

images of salvation.  The first blog is Images of Salvation and the 

previous blog is Images of Salvation (V). 

As we have already seen, salvation in the Orthodox Christian 

tradition is not limited to dealing with sin and the punishment for 

disobedience to God as is emphasized, almost exclusively, in some 

traditions.   In Eastern Christian thinking, Christ takes upon 

Himself the sin of the world, not just to pay the price for it, but to 

destroy sin and its consequence death.  Salvation liberates all 

humanity from all of the effects of sin. 

“… if any one does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus 

Christ the righteous;  and he is the expiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the 

whole world.”  (1 John 2:1-2, emphasis mine) 

The salvation which Christ achieves is not merely to satisfy the demands of justice, but to destroy the 

judgment against us and to destroy all the power of sin, Satan, death, evil. 

“And you, who were dead in trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made alive 

together with him, having forgiven us all our trespasses, having 

canceled the bond which stood against us with its legal 

demands; this he set aside, nailing it to the cross.  He disarmed 

the principalities and powers and made a public example of 

them, triumphing over them in him.”  (Colossians 2:13-15) 

Christ doesn’t just pay the price to satisfy the legal demands of justice, 

he brings to an end the whole system of legal demands, and establishes 

the Kingdom of Love which once and for all ends the system of 

retributive justice (Romans 6, Hebrews 7-10, 1Peter 3:18-20).  And as all 

of these passages make clear, we participate in this salvation 

through baptism. 

“From this theological perspective we are invited to think of the 

redemptive act of God in Jesus Christ as a kind of divine 

therapy.  God’s love and compassionate care have cured our diseased and mortally sickened 

human nature.  In Fr. Georges Florovsky’s words:  ‘Redemption is not just man’s reconciliation 

with God.  Redemption is the abolition of sin altogether, the deliverance from sin and death . . . 
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The death of Our Lord was the victory over death and mortality, not just the remission of sins, 

nor merely justification of man, nor against a satisfaction of an abstract justice.’”   (Vigen 

Guroian in ANCIENT AND POST-MODERN CHRISTIANITY, p 72) 

As David Hart says: 

“Christian thought has claimed from the first that in a world in bondage to sin, where violence 

holds sway over hearts and history, the peace of God made present in Christ is unique; the way, 

the truth, and the life that alone can liberate the world from the tyranny of greed, cruelty, 

egoism, and aggression is none other than a particular Nazarene rabbi put to death under 

Pontius Pilate.  Precisely because the church has always explicitly maintained that the world lies 

under the authority of thrones, dominions, principalities, and powers whose rule is violence, 

falsehood, and death, over which Christ and Christ alone has triumphed…”   (David Hart, THE 

BEAUTY OF THE INFINITE, p 2) 

 

Salvation is liberation: from bondage to sin 

and death, not simply from the penalty of 

death for sin.  The Eastern Christian 

tradition has a rich and deep 

understanding of salvation and all that it 

gives to us.  St. Maximos the Confessor  (d. 

662AD) writes: 

“Of these mysteries that He has granted to 

men in His boundless generosity, seven are 

of more general significance; and it is these 

whose power, as I have said, lies hidden within the Lord’s Prayer/ These seven are theology, 

adoption as sons by grace, equality with the angels, participation in eternal life, the restoration 

of human nature when it is reconciled dispassionately with itself, the abolition of the law of sin, 

and the destruction of the tyranny that holds us in its power through the deceit of the evil 

one.  (THE PHILOKALIA, Kindle Loc. 20394-411) 

Salvation is not only restoration, but is oriented toward a new and better 

future.  Salvation is not looking to the past world that was lost – the golden age 

of Paradise, for salvation moves us to the future Kingdom of Heaven and a 

world in which all things are made new (Revelations 21:5).  St. John 

Chrysostom (d. 407AD) says: 

“That even after your losing it out of your own indifference, he gave back to 

you what was lost – or, rather, not only what was lost but even far more than 

that:  while you lost paradise, he gave you heaven.  Do you see how much 

greater is the gain than the loss, how more substantial the wealth?  He gave 
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you heaven so as to give evidence of his characteristic lovingkindness and to vex the devil by 

showing that even if he devises countless schemes against the human race, it will be of no 

further benefit to him, God ever leading us upwards to greater dignity.  You forfeited paradise, 

then, and God opened heaven to you; you were condemned to temporary labor, and honored 

with eternal life; he bade the earth bear thorns and thistles, and you soul produced for you fruit 

of the Spirit.” (OLD TESTAMENT HOMILIES Vol 3, p 33) 

Images of Salvation (VII)   Posted on May 8, 2013 by Fr. Ted 

“Meditation on hell enables us to understand from what Christ came to save us, provided we 

cling with all our strength to his salvation.”  (Oliver Clement,The Roots of Christian Mysticism, p 

138) 

This is the seventh blog in this series exploring ideas about and images 

of salvation.  The first blog is Images of Salvation and the previous blog 

is Images of Salvation (VI). 

In Orthodox theology as expressed in our celebration of the Feast of 

the Resurrection, God became incarnate in Christ in order to liberate us 

from hell and deliver us from death, not to send sinners to hell to 

suffer. 

“Say to them, As I live, says the Lord GOD, I have no pleasure in 

the death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from his way 

and live; turn back, turn back from your evil ways; for why will you die, O house of 

Israel?”  (Ezekiel 33:11) 

“For God sent the Son into the world, not to condemn the world, but that the world might be 

saved through him.”  (John 3:17) 

“O Death, where is your sting? O Hell, where is your victory? Christ is risen, and you are 

overthrown. Christ is risen, and the demons are fallen. Christ is risen, and the angels rejoice. 

Christ is risen, and life reigns. Christ is risen, and not one dead remains in the grave.”  (St. John 

Chrysostom’s Paschal Sermon) 

 

The man who wrote under the pseudonym of St. Dionysius the 

Areopagite offers us the following story to help us understand Christ’s 

attitude toward death and hell, and what we as His disciples should 

think about hell and Christ’s saving us from it: 

 “One day I was in Crete.  The holy man Carpus welcomed me to his 

home. … he told me that one day he was exasperated by the infidelity 

of a man … (which)… had turned away from faith in God one of the 
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members of his church… Carpus in his goodness should have been duty bound to pray for both of 

them. … Instead, Carpus for the first time in his life felt grieved and indignant.  It was in this state 

of mind that he went to bed and fell asleep.  In the middle of the night, at the hour when he was 

in the habit of waking of his own accord to sing the praises of God, he arose, still prey to 

unspiritual irritation, saying to himself that is was not right to let someone live . . . and he 

begged God to hurl his inexorable thunderbolt to put an end at a single stroke to the life of two 

unbelievers.  At that moment, he said, the house where he was suddenly seemed to rock this way 

and that, then to split in two from the roof down the middle.  A vivid flame appeared which came 

down on him; the sky was rent; Jesus revealed himself in the midst of a multitude of angels…     

Carpus lifted his eyes and stood astonished at what he saw.  Looking down, he told me, he 

watched the ground itself opening to make a black yawning abyss, and in front of him on the 

edge of the abyss the two men he had cursed, trembling and gradually losing their 

foothold.  From the bottom of the abyss he saw snakes crawling up and wrapping themselves 

round the men’s feet trying their utmost to drag them down.  The men seemed to be on the point 

of succumbing, partly despite themselves, partly quite willingly, since there were being assaulted 

and at the same time seduced by the Evil One.  Carpus was overjoyed, he told me, as he 

contemplated the spectacle beneath him.  Forgetting the vision above (Jesus), he was growing 

impatient and indignant that the unbelievers had not yet succumbed.  Several times he joined his 

efforts to those of the snakes…   

 

In the end he lifted his eyes and saw again in the sky the same vision as shortly before.  But this time 

Jesus, moving with compassion, came down to the unbelievers and stretched out a hand to help them… 

then he said to Carpus, ‘Your hand is already raised.  It is I whom you should strike, for here I am to suffer 

again for the salvation of humanity…moreover you should consider whether you yourself should not stay 

in the abyss with the snakes, rather than live with God… ” 
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Olivier Clement comments: 

“Carpus’s vision convinces him that to wish to damn anyone is to 

attack Christ himself, to annul his Passion and so to compel him to 

undergo it again; similarly it is to throw oneself, by one’s own 

actions, in the abyss.”      (The Roots of Christian Mysticism by Oliver 

Clement, pp 300-301) 

 

 

 

Images of Salvation (VIII)   Posted on May 10, 2013 by Fr. Ted 

“… there is no sin so great that it can conquer the munificence of the Master.”(St. John 

Chrysostom, BAPTISMAL INSTRUCTIONS, p 32) 

This is the eighth blog in this series exploring ideas about and images of salvation.  The first blog 

is Images of Salvation and the previous blog is Images of Salvation (VII). 

God is love (1 John 4:8, 16).  This truth about God is incontrovertible doctrine in 

the Orthodox tradition.  God is love and God loves the world.  The Fathers read 

the scriptures through the lens of this indisputable dogma, sometimes wrestling 

with the Scriptures because the text might be read to deny the love of God for 

His creation and human creatures.  But the dogma was not to be twisted in any 

way and so the text had to be wrestled with in order to understand how it 

revealed God’s love. 

God’s love is omnipotent, as St. John Chrysostom implies in the quote 

above.  No sin is so evil as to be able to conquer the Creator’s generous 

grace.  God is love – this is His nature, the way the Holy Trinity acts towards 

creation and all creatures. 

“… be sons of your Father who is in heaven; for he makes his sun rise on the evil 

and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust.  For if you love 

those who love you, what reward have you? Do not even the tax collectors do 

the same?”   (Matthew 5:45-46) 

Love is not a reaction to what God sees.  God is love and acts according to His nature no matter how we 

behave.  God does not wait until we are good, holy or perfect before bringing about His salvation.  While 

we were yet sinners Christ died for us (Romans 5:8; 1 Timothy 1:15) – this is the sign of God’s love. 
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St. Tikhon of Zadonsk (d. 1783AD) offers a beautiful prayer which portrays for us an image of our 

Savior.  He makes personal the scriptures, speaking in the first person: 

“Thus I stand before You, I for whose sake You came to earth.  Beholding in 

me nothing but my need of salvation, You have come to seek me.  For You so 

looked upon me that my misfortune and my perdition became Your loss, my 

salvation Your gain.  That I should be saved and should attain eternal 

happiness, this You considered to be Your gain.  For Your generosity could 

not bear to see me in perdition; it impelled You, Invisible One, to descend 

and to seek me.  Not a mediator, not an angel, but you Yourself, my Lord, 

came to me.  You came to me, for I could not come to You.  The Shepherd 

had to come and to labor in order to find the sheep lost in the hills.  You 

showered upon me Your loving-kindness, my Lord.   You sought me disinterestedly, my Shepherd.  You 

loved me without profit, O my God!  

This indeed is true love: to love without profit, to do good without hope of recompense. Thus did You love 

me, my Lover: You came disinterested for my salvation.  Oh, what kindness and love, Son of God, Son of 

the Ever-Virgin!  Oh, how great is our joy, poor and wretched men for 

whose sake our Lord and King came to live among us.  God likened 

Himself to men and came to us for our sake.  Blessed is the womb that 

bore You, and the breasts which gave You suck!  Son of God!  Blessed are 

the swaddling clothes in which You were wrapped!  Blessed, the crib in 

which You were laid!  Blessed are the arms which sheltered the Infant 

Who was our God before all time!  Blessed are the robes which clothed 

God Incarnate, Who was arrayed in garments of light!  Blessed are the 

eyes that beheld You and the ears that heard You and the hands that 

touched You, Living Word and Giver of life!   Blessed is the time in which 

You, O Heavenly King, came down to earth!  Yet, by far more blessed are 

those who see You, not walking on earth, but sitting at the right hand of 

the Father—Jesus, in Whom now, not seeing but believing, Your faithful on earth rejoice with an 

ineffable and glorious joy!  Grant that I may see You now with the eyes of faith and honor You through 

love; that I may look upon You then face to face!”    ( “Confession and Thanksgiving to Christ, Son of God, 

the Savior of the World,” A Treasury of Russian Spirituality, pg 218) 

Images of Salvation IX 

Posted on May 14, 2013 by Fr. Ted 

“God is not One who requites evil, but he sets evil aright.   …  The majority of humankind will enter the 

kingdom of heaven without the experience of gehenna.”   (St. Isaac the Syrian, THE SPIRITUAL WORLD OF 

ISAAC THE SYRIAN, p 269) 

This is the ninth blog in this series exploring ideas about and images of salvation.  The first blog is Images 

of Salvation and the previous blog is Images of Salvation (VIII). 
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St. Isaac the Syrian (7th Century), a superb writer of the Orthodox spiritual 

tradition,  believed strongly in the love and mercy of God.  Orthodox Tradition, 

like the Scriptures themselves, is a broad river fed by many streams and 

composed of many different currents.  St. Isaac like St. Gregory of Nyssa (d. 

384AD)  before him, strongly believed that the love of God was the greatest 

force in the universe and would eventually overcome all evil.  He believed 

God’s love was eternal but like other saints felt hell was something that 

belonged to time and not eternity.  He believed God acted in love toward 

fallen humanity, rather than reacting in retribution against our sins.   Thus, as 

we consider images of salvation in the Orthodox tradition, we come to the ideas which he offered and 

defended as being part of Orthodox theology: 

“Do not say that God is just…David may call him just and fair, but 

God’s own Son has revealed to us that he is before all things 

good and kind.  He is kind to the ungrateful and the wicked (Luke 

6:34).  How can you call God just when you read the parable of 

the labourers in the vineyard and their wages?  ‘Friend, I am 

doing you no wrong…I choose to give to this last as I give to 

you…do you begrudge my generosity?’ (Matthew 

20:13).  Likewise how can you call God just when you read the 

parable of the prodigal son who squanders his father’s wealth in 

riotous living, and the moment he displays some nostalgia his 

father runs to him, throws his arms around his neck and gives 

him complete power over all his riches?  It is not someone else who has told us this about God, so 

that we might have doubts.  It is his own Son himself.   He bore this witness to God.  Where is 

God’s justice?  Here, in the fact that we were sinners and Christ died 

for us… 

O the wonder of the grace of our Creator!  O the unfathomable 

goodness with which he has invested the existence of us sinners in 

order to create it afresh! … Anyone who has offended and blasphemed 

him he raises us again … Sin is to fail to understand the grace of the 

resurrection.  Where is the hell that could afflict us?  Where is the 

damnation that could make us afraid to the extent of overwhelming 

the joy of God’s love?  What is hell, face to face with the grace of the 

resurrection when he will rescue us from damnation, enable this 

corruptible body to put on incorruption and raise up fallen humanity 

from hell to glory? … Who will appreciate the wonder of our Creator’s 

grace as it deserves? … In place of what sinners justly deserve, he gives 

them resurrection.  In place of the bodies that have profaned his law, 

he clothes them anew in glory … See, Lord, I can no longer keep silent 

before the ocean of thy grace.  I no longer have any idea how to express the gratitude that I owe 
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thee … Glory be to thee in both the worlds that thou hast created for our growth and delight, 

guiding us by the path of thy majestic works to the knowledge of thy glory!”   (St. Isaac of 

Ninevah  quoted in Olivier Clément’s  The Roots of Christian Mysticism, pgs 306-307) 

Images of Salvation (X)   Posted on May 17, 2013 by Fr. Ted 

“The entire history of humanity, and therefore of salvation, is a long descent of God into Hell, 

into the desert, into the barrenness of the human heart.  This descent into the abyss befits the 

magnitude of the love of God.”  (Boris Bobrinskoy, THE COMPASSION OF THE FATHER,  p 57) 

This is the tenth blog in this series exploring ideas about and images 

of salvation.  The first blog isImages of Salvation and the previous blog 

is Images of Salvation (IX). 

Salvation is God rescuing humanity from death and sin.  Salvation is God 

liberating men and women from slavery to death in Hades or Hell.  Each 

time God has reached down to earth to help humans, it is God descending 

to whatever point, however low, humans have fallen.  St. Augustine (d. 

430AD)  writes: 

“We firmly believe, brethren, that the Lord has died for our sins, the just for 

the unjust, the master for the slaves, the shepherd for the sheep and, still more astonishingly, the 

Creator for the creatures. 

He has preserved what he was from eternity; what he was in time he has sacrificed. 

God hidden in the guise of the visible man, giving life with his strength and dying in his weakness 

‘was put to death for our sins and raised for our justification.’ [Rom 4:25]”   (DRINKING FROM 

THE HIDDEN FOUNTAIN, p 339) 

God enters into His creation in Jesus Christ, the God incarnate.  God subjects Himself to space and time 

and then even to death itself.  All in order to save His human 

creatures from death and destruction and corruption.  Two 

hundred years before St. Augustine wrote, St. Melito of Sardis (d. 

ca 180AD) in one of his own writings has Christ proclaim: 

“I have freed those condemned and given life to the dead. 

I awoke those who were buried, 

vanquished death and triumphed over the enemy. 

I descended into hell, where I bound the mighty one 

and raised men up to heaven.” 
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(in The Resurrection and the Icon by Michel Quenot, pg. 75) 

The basic understanding of God in Christianity is that God descends to earth, even to 

hell to save us.  He descends into our hearts to transfigure us, and into our graves to 

resurrect us. 

“Christianity proclaims that the immortal God died on the cross and then was raised 

from the dead, restoring thereby the gift of everlasting life to all men.  So, with the 

event of Golgotha, ‘death destroyed by death’ becomes a focal point of Christian 

kerygma, so much so that Jaroslav Pelikan calls the New Testament ‘the gospel of 

death.’  In contrast to the faith of Judaism, which concentrated on the life of this 

world, the early church brings the victory over death to the forefront of its creed, shifting its 

principal aspirations beyond the confines of the visible world—into the everlasting kingdom 

‘which is not of this world’ (Jn 18:36).  For Christians, the very idea of salvation came to signify 

the attainment of life without death, which Christ promised to all who believe in him (Jn 

6:47).  Death was seen as ‘the ultimate enemy’ (eschatos 

echthros) of mankind (cf 1 Cor 15:26), so powerful that is made 

God himself come down from heave to vanquish it.”   (Nicholas 

Sakharov, I LOVE THEREFORE I AM, p 223) 

We do not live for this world alone, but also for the life in the world to 

come.  The evil of this world, its injustices and its suffering and sorrow, 

do not triumph over humans.  Rather God triumphs over the world and 

over death itself. 

Christ’s resurrection is the sign of this victory of God’s love.  The 

resurrection of Christ is thus the key to understanding this world.  Life 

in this world remains but a part of the cosmic picture of what God is 

doing for the salvation  of us all.  God who entered space and time in 

Jesus Christ is not limited by either space or time, or by beginning or end, or by death and hell. 

Salvation is not merely an historical event, for salvation brings eternity into history and transforms 

history into an experience of the divine. 

Images of Salvation (XI) 

Posted on May 20, 2013 by Fr. Ted 

All of God’s actions “are directed towards the single eternal good, whether each receives judgment or 

something of glory from Him—not by way of retribution, far from it!—but with a view to the advantage 

that is going to come from all these things.”    (St. Isaac the Syrian, THE SPIRITUAL WORLD OF ISAAC THE 

SYRIAN, p 284) 
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This is the eleventh blog in this series exploring ideas about and images of salvation.  The first blog 

is Images of Salvationand the previous blog is Images of Salvation (X). 

A very strong current in Patristic thinking is that God, who is Love, constantly works for the salvation of 

His fallen human creatures.  God continually works for the good of humanity despite human sin and 

rebellion against Him.  And even when God Himself was angry with His own people, the saints of God 

have interceded with Him begging Him to remember to be merciful.  We certainly see that in the life of 

Moses (for example see Exodus 32:7-14). 

St. Symeon the New Theologian (d. 1022AD) writes: 

“… He Himself, Who is able to do all things and is beneficent, undertook to accomplish this work 

through Himself.  For the man whom He had made by His own invisible hands according to His 

image and likeness He willed to raise up again, not be means of another but by Himself, so that 

indeed he might the more greatly honor and glorify our race by His being likened to us in every 

respect and become our equal by taking on our human condition.  O what unspeakable love for 

mankind!  The goodness of it!  That not only did He not punish us transgressors and sinners, but 

that He Himself accepted becoming such as we had become by reason of the Fall: corruptible 

man born of corruptible man, mortal born of a mortal, sin of him who had sinned, He Who is 

incorruptible and immortal and sinless.  He appeared in the world only in His deified flesh, and 

not in His naked divinity.  Why?  Because He did not, as He says Himself in His Gospels, wish to 

judge the world but to save it.”   ( ON THE MYSTICAL LIFE  Vol 1,  pp 144-145) 

 

Unfortunately, Christians have not always 

been as compassionate as our Father in 

heaven who does not desire the death of the 

sinner but rather ever works for the sinner to 

repent (Ezekiel 33:11).  Archimandrite 

Sophrony (d. 1993) in his book on St. 

Silouan (d. 1938AD) notes that St. Silouan 

advocated for this Orthodox tradition of mercy 

– being like God who is love: 

“The history of the Orthodox Church, past and 

present, right up to our own day reveals 

frequent instances of a leaning towards the idea of physical combat against evil, though fortunately 

confined to individual prelates or ecclesiastical groups.  The Orthodox Church herself has not only 

declined to bless or to impose these measures but has always followed in the steps of the crucified Christ, 

Who took upon Himself the burden of the sins of the world. 
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The Staretz was profoundly and very precisely 

aware that only good can defeat evil – that using 

force simply means substituting one sort of 

violence for another.  We discussed this many a 

time.  He would remark, ‘The Gospel makes it 

plain that when the Samaritans did not wish to 

receive Christ, the disciples James and John 

wanted to bring down fire from heaven, to 

consume them, but the Lord rebuked them and 

said, “Ye know not what manner of spirit ye are 

of . . . I am come not to destroy men’s lives, but 

to save them”.’ And we, too, must have this one thought – that all should be saved.”     (ST. SILOUAN 

THE ATHONITE, p 226) 

Christ rebuked His disciples when they lost sight of the mercy of God – that God in His love works for the 

salvation of the world, not its destruction. 

Saint Tikhon of Zadonsk (d. 1783AD) wrote very personally about God’s love and about Christ’s dying on 

the cross.  Salvation is not merely a historical event of 2000 years ago, for God acted in love for each of 

us today.  St. Tikhon was humbled by the love God had shown toward him personally in the life, death 

and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  St. Tikhon says that it is Jesus Christ 

 ”Who is omnipresent and fills all space. And thus for thirty-three years 

and more He lived and labored upon earth for my sake – I who am His 

servant. O Son of God Who ceased not to dwell in His Father’s bosom! 

What did You behold in me of merit? Why did You come to seek me in this 

vale of tears? Shepherds search for their lost sheep, but for their own 

profit. Men seek their lost property, but out of self-interest. Travelers visit 

foreign countries, but for their own benefit. Kings offer the ransoms of 

prisoners, but they pay it in gold and silver through their ambassadors, 

and largely for their own gain. But You, what was it that You found in me, 

my Lord? What use, what interest, what good did You behold in me that 

You came to seek me? And it was the King of Heaven and Earth Himself 

who came, not His ambassadors. God himself came to find and to ransom 

His servant, not with gold and silver but with His precious blood. Nothing indeed did you find but 

corruption, weakness, misery, disobedience and enmity towards Yourself.”        (“Confession and 

Thanksgiving to Christ, Son of God, the Savior of the World,” A Treasury of Russian Spirituality, pg 217) 

Images of Salvation (XII) 

Posted on May 23, 2013 by Fr. Ted 
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“… should not Christians be concerned, primarily if not exclusively, with thereconstruction of 

belief or reconversion of the world, and not with the salvaging of a sinking 

civilization?”      (Georges Florovsky, CHRISTIANITY AND CULTURE, p 12) 

This is the Twelfth blog in this series exploring ideas about and images of salvation.  The first blog 

is Images of Salvation and the previous blog is Images of Salvation (XI).  In this series I am bringing 

together quotes from a wide variety of sources which I read over the past 25 years.  Each of these 

quotes made me reflect on the notion of salvation at the time that I read them – they have shaped my 

understanding of what salvation is. 

 

 Wisdom and Justice 

In the above quote by Fr. Florovsky we 

encounter the fact that salvation requires 

us to make choices about many things in 

life.  What exactly is God trying to save 

about the world which He so 

loves?    While He has endowed creation 

with His goodness, it is also clear that the 

earth is not paradise, it is not heaven.  So we are called upon to be wise and discern what is redeemable 

on earth.  On the one hand, can everything be transformed or are we endeavoring to transfigure and 

transform only certain things? And on the other hand, from what are we to turn away and flee in 

repentance?  We are required to learn the wisdom of God in order to make good and holy choices. 

In the writings of Saints Barsanuphius & John (6th Century) we find the following question: 

“Q: How can one be saved in the present times? 

A:  In every time, if a man can cut off his own will in everything, and have a humble heart, and 

death always before his eyes—he can be saved, by God’s grace; and wherever he might be, fear 

does not take possession of him, for such a one ‘forgetteth the things that are behind, and 

stretcheth forth to those that are before’ (Phil 3:13).  Act thus, and you will be saved by God 

without sorrow.”  (Saints Barsanuphius & John, pp 66-67) 

Always we Christians struggle with being in the world yet not of the world (John 17:11-16).    The world 

as we read in John’s Gospel is loved by God and yet recognized as not paradise but is even in some ways 

opposed to God’s kingdom.  Despite the times or the age we are in or the triumph of worldliness over 

godliness, God still manages to find that in the world which He loves and we are able to reign over our 

hearts and live faithful to God’s Kingdom.  Aspects of our culture or world may be ungodly, but 

Christianity shows us that it is possible to get beyond the limits of self or of one’s self or one’s culture 

and to be united to God.  Salvation is not limited by time or space.  The light can shine in the darkness 

and the darkness is not able to overcome it (John 1:5). 
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 Good Samaritan 

Always before us are choice to be 

made as is to be expected of people 

given free will by God.   God Himself 

says: 

“I call heaven and earth to witness 

against you this day, that I have set 

before you life and death, blessing and 

curse; therefore choose life, that you 

and your descendants may live, loving 

the LORD your God, obeying his voice, and cleaving to him; for that means life to you and length of days, 

that you may dwell in the land which the LORD swore to your fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to 

Jacob, to give them.”  (Deuteronomy 30:19-20) 

It is free will which makes love possible.  We are not automatons – robots programmed to 

behave.  Rather we have been endowed with free will and before us are real choices.  Real choices mean 

evil is tempting and often as appealing as the good.  Otherwise if evil were always repulsive to us we 

would never be free to choose.  We must decide between possibilities that are result in very different 

consequences. We must learn the lesson which Eve failed to navigate: even though some things are 

desirable to us and look good to us, they may be bad for us and for our relationships with God, neighbor 

and the environment. 

“The effect of (Matthew) 7:13-14 in its 

entirety is to teach that there is a right way 

and a wrong way.  There are those who are 

perishing and those who are being 

saved.  There are people headed for death and 

headed for life.  All this accords with what we 

have met before in the Sermon on the 

Mount.  There are those who give and pray 

and fast rightly and those who do not (6:1-

8).  There are those with light within and those 

with darkness within (6:22-23).  There are 

those who serve God and those who serve 

mammon (6:19-34).  All these antitheses do 

not mean that everything is black or white.  Rather, the severe alternatives awake us to the 

urgent lesson that one must choose clearly and unambiguously—and if necessary at great 

personal cost—when the issue is the kingdom.  There are no options when it comes to God and 
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Jesus’ demands in the Sermon on the Mount.”  (Dale Allison, THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT, p 

165) 

The choices before us are always whether or not to love God, whether or not to love our neighbor, and 

whether or not to love others as God has loved us. 

“Do not, best beloved, consider lightly 

the intellective value of the soul. 

The human soul, immortal-of itself 

a precious vessel-has obtained 

the God’s inestimable love. Witness 

the glory of the heavens and the earth, 

and know that God took little pleasure 

in them, preferring you. And note 

your worth to Him, considering 

how-not for the sake of angels, 

but for you-He came to your assistance, 

called you back when you were lost, 

when you were wounded, ill, and how 

He then restored you to your first, created 

State-as righteous Eve and Adam savoring 

the garden, unencumbered, unimpaired, 

free of mark or stain.” 

( Love’s Immensity by Scott Cairns, pg.29) 
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 Moses receiving the 10 Commandments 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Images of Salvation (XIII)   Posted on May 28, 2013 by Fr. Ted 

“I always considered that salvation does not consist of focusing on one’s self, but in being 

liberated from one’s self by turning to what is real, to God, the world, etc.”  (THE JOURNALS OF 

FATHER ALEXANDER SCHMEMANN, p 163) 

This is the Thirteenth blog in this series exploring ideas about and images of salvation.  The first blog 

is Images of Salvation and the previous blog Images of Salvation (XII). 

Part of our experience of salvation as liberation is being delivered from 

sin, death, Sheol, Hades.  At Pascha, we celebrate salvation as liberation, 

a new Passover delivering us from death and raising us to 

life.   Additionally, we also experience salvation as liberation when we 

come to experience, realize or believe in God – for in that faithful 

encounter with God, we come to know that we each are not isolated, 

alienated and autonomous individuals alone in a vast, empty, sometime 

even hostile universe.  Rather, we realize that God is close to us and in us: 

in God we live and move and have our being (Acts 17:28).  And the 

mystery of God is such that not only do we dwell in Him, that same God 

dwells in us (Isaiah 57:15; Luke 17:21; Ephesians 3:17).   Salvation has 

both cosmic and social dimensions to it – St. Peter speaks of 

the “restoration of all things” in Acts 3:19-21.  The incarnation of God is 

for the salvation of the entire cosmos.  It re-establishes not only our 

relationship with God but with one another – with friends, between 

genders, and even with enemies. At Pascha we sing, “Let us call brothers 

even those that hate us and forgive all by the resurrection.” 
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St. Silouan the Athonite (d. 1938AD) offers the following prayer based in God’s salvation for us which 

then transforms our relationship to the rest of creation and our fellow human beings: 

“O merciful Lord, by Thy Holy spirit teach us 

to love our enemies, and to pray for them with tears. 

O Lord, send down Thy Holy Spirit on earth 

that all nations may know Thee, and learn Thy love. 

O Lord, as Thou Thyself didst pray for Thine enemies, 

so teach us, too, by Thy Holy Spirit, to love our enemies. 

 

O Lord, all peoples are the work of Thy hands – 

turn them from enmity and malice to repentance, 

that all may know Thy Love. 

O Lord, Thou didst command us to love our enemies, 

but it is hard for us sinners, if Thy grace be not with us. 

 

Mothers’ Lamenting the slaughter of the Innocents 

O Lord, pour down thy grace on the earth. 

Let all nations of the earth come to know Thy love; 

to know that Thou lovest us with a mother’s love, 

and more than a mother’s love 

for even a mother may be forgetful of her children, 

but Thou forgettest never, 

because Thy love for Thy creation is boundless, 

and love cannot forget. 

O merciful Lord, by the riches of Thy mercy save all peoples.”   

(ST. SILOUAN THE ATHONITE, p 276) 
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St. Silouan was a believer in God’s power to restore all 

things, and he prayed that we all might have that same 

love which God has for all His creation, and to hope for 

the salvation of all (Titus 2:11). 

“The soul that has come to know God through the Holy 

Spirit strains up to Him; the mercy of God tugs at her, and 

the world is forgotten.  And when the soul remembers the 

world, her ardent desire is for all men to know God with 

her, and she prays for the whole world.  The Holy Spirit 

Himself moves her to pray that all men may repent and 

know God, how merciful He is.”    (ST. SILOUAN THE 

ATHONITE, p 331) 

God tells us that He finds no pleasure in the death of the 

wicked. 

“Say to them, As I live, says the Lord GOD, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the 

wicked turn from his way and live; turn back, turn back from your evil ways; for why will you die, O house 

of Israel? “   (Ezekiel 33:11) 

Images of Salvation (XIV)   Posted on May 31, 2013 by Fr. Ted 

St. John Climacus  (d. 649AD) wrote: “That all should attain to complete detachment is 

impossible.  But it is not impossible that all should be saved and reconciled to God. ”   (in The 

Roots of Christian Mysticism by Oliver Clement, p 304) 

This is the Fourteenth blog in this series exploring ideas about and images of salvation.  The first blog 

is Images of Salvation and the previous blog Images of Salvation (XIII). 

In the quote above it is most interesting that St. John Climacus (d. 

649AD) thought it impossible for everyone to attain complete 

detachment from the world, while simultaneously believing that 

everyone can be saved and reconciled to God.  A goal of ascetic 

discipline is not attainable by everyone, not even by all monks, but 

salvation – God’s goal for His world – is possible for all.   It tells us that 

some of the goals and plans we set for ourselves as Christians in this 

world may never happen.  Our parishioners and parishes and clergy may 

never be perfect, but salvation is attainable to all.  St. John shows he has 

his priorities straight.  In this world there are things we Christians 

consider to be virtuous and holy  and which we set as our spiritual goals 

in fulfillment of the Gospel commandments (Matthew 5:48 - be perfect 

as your Father in heaven is perfect).  Yet in this world, in our lifetime, we 
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may not be able to attain some of these goals.  However, the ultimate goal – that of eternal salvation – 

is possible despite our failings in this world. 

“One day a soldier asked an elder whether God grants pardon to sinners. The elder answered, 

‘Tell me, my good friend, if your cloak is torn do you throw it away?’ The soldier replied, ‘No. I 

mend it and continue to use it.’ The elder concluded, ‘If you take good care of your cloak, will 

not God be merciful to his own image?’ (Sayings of the Desert Fathers) 

God in his love punishes, not to take revenge, far from it. He seeks the restoration of his own image and 

does not prolong his anger. (Issac of Nineveh)”  (Quoted in The Roots of Christian Mysticism by Oliver 

Clement, pg. 299) 

God’s salvation heals and restores that which is broken and injured in us due to our sins.  The 

incarnation and resurrection of Christ are the means by which God heals and saves us, and they are the 

sign of God’s love for us and desire to save us.  The Word of God did not become incarnate in order to 

damn sinners but  to save them.  In the baptism service we pray: 

O Lord and Master, You created man in Your own likeness, and gave 

him the power of eternal life. You do not despise those who have 

fallen away through sin, but provide salvation for the world through 

the incarnation of Your Christ.  

At the Divine Liturgy, we pray: 

Out of nothing You brought all things into being. You have created 

man after Your own image and likeness, and have adorned him with 

Your every gift. You give wisdom and understanding to everyone 

who asks. You do not despise the sinner, but instead have appointed 

repentance unto salvation. 

At every baptism and Divine Liturgy we claim that God does not 

despise sinners but rather has provided the way to salvation for all 

sinners. 

“The early Church with its gaze fixed wholly on the Parousia had no conception either of the 

present existence of souls definitely damned, nor of an already consummated beatitude for the 

saints (or even for Christ, according to Origen), nor again of a ‘purgatory’ in the strictest sense of 

the word, meaning penal ‘satisfaction’ of a juridical nature, such as developed in the mediaeval 

West.  What we find rather in the Fathers is the idea of a progressive purification and 

healing.”  (Olivier Clement,  The Roots of Christian Mysticism, p 298) 

God loves the world, not just believers or Christians.  God’s salvation brings about the restoration of all 

things, not just of souls or even of people.  God is the creator of everything and God works for the 

salvation of His entire created order.  Christians enter into the salvation which has been accomplished 

for the entire world, but in so doing don’t reject the world but come to see the cosmos as God intended 
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it to be.  Christians are not escaping the world, but working for its transfiguration and transformation – 

to work for the restoration of all things being in communion with God the Creator. 

 

 Revelation 21:5 

 

Fr. Alexander Schmemann details how the Orthodox 

understanding of salvation differs from Protestant 

Christian individualism. 

“The fatal mistake of Protestantism …  consists in saying 

that the Church is the totality of the ‘saved ones,’ but 

saved individually (‘I am saved’), so that each salvation 

does not mean anything for the world, does not 

accomplish anything in the world; the salvation of the 

world is not accomplished in the salvation of each 

man.  The Church, in other words, becomes a sect—a sect 

obsessed with salvation as such, without relation either to the world or to the Kingdom of God.  By 

renouncing cosmology, Protestantism actually renounces eschatology, since man has no other symbol, 

no other sacrament, i.e., no other knowledge of the Kingdom of God, than the world; so a man’s 

salvation is always also the salvation of the world, the knowledge of the Church as the presence of ‘new 

creation.’    …     Since either being saved or being a savior has no cosmic or eschatological horizon, no 

spiritual depth, no spiritual knowledge of the world or of the Kingdom of God, the goal, the object of 

salvation becomes the evil or the sin that one has to be saved from, whose annihilation will produce 

salvation.  It can be alcohol or tobacco, or capitalism, or Communism; it can be literally anything!  On 

that level, a sect leads to morality, social gospel, or ‘prayer breakfasts’ for bankers, who, if they feel that 

if they are saved, will become better bankers, better capitalists, etc.  … The experience itself of being 

saved, of tracing a clear line between the saved ones, i.e., the good ones, and the not-saved ones, i.e., 

the evil ones, makes the life of a sect, so to say, negative, directed at accusing and condemning.  Even a 

continuous feeling of guilt … is born of the need to have a clear conscience—the basic sign of ‘being 

saved.’ By denouncing not one’s self, but the Church or white society or something else, the one who is 

saved feels that he is good. 
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… If Protestantism is individualizing salvation, and making 

it a personal salvation by emptying it of any cosmic and 

eschatological content, it makes man endlessly lonely, torn 

apart, separated from the world, from history, from the 

kingdom of God.  Thus, paradoxically, the sect becomes a 

rescue from solitude, but at the cost of diluting ones’ 

personality in the sect, in the cult.”  (THE JOURNALS OF 

FATHER ALEXANDER SCHMEMANN,, pp 202-203) 

The sin of Eve and Adam brought separation into the world – 

alienation and isolation.  Relationships were distorted, impaired 

and destroyed – between God and humans, humans and creation 

and between male and female.  The salvation of the world 

overcomes all of these sinful divisions, it overcomes the 

disintegration of creation, its chaos and entropy by reuniting all to 

the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  This is the restoration and renewal 

and recreation of the fallen world which transfigures the creation 

into all that God intended for it from the beginning. 

Images of Salvation (XV)   Posted on June 3, 2013 by Fr. Ted 

“In the fallen world nothing can be ‘normalized,’ but everything can be saved.”    (THE JOURNALS 

OF FATHER ALEXANDER SCHMEMANN, p 163) 

This is the Fifteenth blog in this series exploring ideas about and images of salvation.  The first blog 

is Images of Salvation and the previous blog Images of Salvation (XIV). 

One obsession some Orthodox have is for 

establishing what is ‘normal’ behavior for 

themselves and others – especially in terms of 

piety: fasting, prayer, prayer corners, frequency 

of confession, name’s day celebration, even 

dress, styles of icons, customs related to Feasts 

and fasts, etc.  There sometimes is a desire to 

homogenize all the Orthodox and insist that 

Orthodoxy is a monolith and that all Orthodox 

always practiced the same piety without change 

through the centuries. 
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But historical studies show a wide range of customs and practices regarding 

piety were done even among traditional Orthodox ethnic groups.  All of them 

considered themselves Orthodox but their practices varied from ethnic group 

to ethnic group and even from village to village.  And while it is certainly true 

that some practices and pieties are better for bringing people to 

understanding and salvation, it is also true that all people can be saved – 

even with imperfect practices and understanding as was noted in the 

previous blog. 

We can be edified by the efforts and writings of all of those who seek Truth. 

“We do not have to create, sustain and save ourselves; God has done, 

is doing and will do all.  We have only to be still, as Moses says to the people of Israel on the 

shore of the Red Sea (Exodus 14:14).”  (Rowan Williams,SILENCE AND HONEY CAKES, p 48) 

We don’t save ourselves – we can’t.  We enter into the salvation which God has brought about for 

us.  God has already saved the world; our task is to enter into this salvation, to experience it, and to be 

instruments of spreading it throughout the world. 

Commenting on 2 Cor 5:18-20, biblical scholar James Dunn writes: 

“One is the strong insistence that the reconciliation is between God and the world.  It is the 

fundamental Creator/creature relationship which is being restored here.  Christ is the medium of 

the reconciliation, not the one who is reconciled.”  (THE THEOLOGY OF PAUL THE APOSTLE, p 

229) 

Salvation is not just about the forgiveness of sins or of saving souls.  Salvation is the reconciliation of 

God to humanity.  Salvation is about relationships, even ones badly fractured by sin and evil.  Christ 

Himself – in His very person – is the means by which we are reconciled to God.  Salvation not only is 

extended to individuals, it is done for the restoration of human nature and the human race as a 

whole.   It is not just what Jesus did, but it is Who he is by which we are saved.  The incarnation is central 

to our understanding of Christ and why He is essential to our 

salvation and the salvation of the entire world.  It is because He 

is the incarnate God that He can be savior of the world. 

“The heart of early Christianity was the belief that in Jesus of 

Nazareth the creator God had dealt with the rebellion and 

corruption of the present creation, particularly of the humans 

who were supposed to be in charge of it, and had opened up the 

new and living way into a new and living creation in which the 

original intention would now be fulfilled.”   (N. T. 

Wright,  Scripture and the Authority of God: How to Read the 

Bible Today, 2674-77) 
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As a number of biblical scholars of the “new perspective” school of biblical interpretation note, the early 

Christian struggle as documented in St. Paul’s epistles is not really a debate centered on a faith and 

works tension.  The real tension centered on the person of Jesus and whether or not He is the incarnate 

Son of God. 

“For neither Paul nor the Jews of his time was the law seen as the entryway into God’s covenant. For 

both Christian and Jew, entry was by God’s grace. The crucial (and obvious) difference, however, is that 

Christians saw God’s grace in the cross and resurrection of Christ; 

Jews saw grace in their election in Abraham and subsequent ethnic 

and national identity—and circumcision was a sign of that identity. 

So, with respect to the churches in Galatia, these were made up of 

two different ethnic groups, Jew and gentile. The struggle Paul was 

addressing was not that these Jewish Christians were advocating 

“salvation by works” as opposed to grace. Rather, they were telling 

the gentiles among them that they had to take on the mark of 

Judaism, circumcision, in order to have access to Christ.”   (Peter 

Enns,  The Evolution of Adam, What the Bible Does and Doesn’t Say 

about Human Origins, Kindle Loc. 2958-64) 

Salvation is not something we accomplish for ourselves, not even by 

strict adherence to Torah or Tradition.  Salvation is brought about for 

humans by God becoming flesh, by His becoming a human and thus ending all division and enmity 

between God and humanity.  What we can do is accept this salvation, enter into it and begin to live by 

it.  We cannot earn it and cannot attain it apart from the incarnation and resurrection. 

 

Image of Salvation (XVI) 

Posted on June 6, 2013 by Fr. Ted 

This is the Sixteenth blog in this series exploring ideas about and images of salvation.  The first blog 

is Images of Salvation and the previous blog Images of Salvation (XV). 

“How insignificant is the earth and earthly life in comparison with heaven, with Christ’s eternal 

kingdom!  And yet we attach ourselves so much to the earthly things, and are so careless of the 

salvation of the soul, of eternal life!”  (St. John of Kronstadt – d. 1908AD,  MY LIFE IN CHRIST, p 

245) 
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Salvation in the Christian sense has to do with eternal life beyond the 

fallen world that we live in and know.  This world is understood to be a 

stage on the way to that eternity.  This world is temporary and limited, 

whereas that next life is unlimited and eternal.  So, of course, many 

saints and martyrs express surprise that we are so attached to this world 

that we will give up our salvation just to gain a little bit more of this 

world which is passing away.   We will refuse to love and forgive, to share 

and practice self-denial, because we want to get all we can from this 

earth which we know, and then hope we can get everything in all of 

eternity as well. 

“From a Christian point of view there is one word which expresses all that 

is desirable: salvation.  Nothing but what endangers salvation, then, 

should make us sad.  Here is the place to reread … the saying of Saint 

Barsanuphius …: ‘One must absolutely not be saddened by anything in 

this world, but only by sin’.  Saint John Chrysostom had already taught 

that, in beings destined for eternity, the only justifiable sorrow is for the loss of eternal happiness 

through sin.  Here then is the first concept of penthos: mourning for lost salvation, whether one’s own 

or that of others.”  (Irenee Hausherr, PENTHOS: THE DOCTRINE OF COMPUNCTION IN THE CHRISTIAN 

EAST, p 18) 

Sorrow over the loss of salvation – our own or of others! Concern for the salvation of 

others is a mark of true Christian love.  I think especially about a character like Sonia in 

Dostoyevski’s THE BROTHERS KARAMAZOV, who becomes a prostitute really to save 

her younger step brothers and sisters.   She gives up her salvation, lays down her life for 

their good.  She is the true Christ figure in the novel.  She is unlike the Christians who 

place all the emphasis in their spiritual lives on their own salvation, but who become 

slaves to self rather than children of God’s love for the world. 

Christian wisdom is that our life in this world has some effect on our life in the world to come.   The 

worlds are connected and what we experience in the next world is related to how we lived in this 

world.  If we live and love others as Christ loved and loves us, then we will share in the eternal love 

which God offers in His Kingdom.  If we eschew love and self-denial in this world, we will not find life in 

God’s eternal Kingdom to be to our liking either.  For their we will find ourselves eternally in the 

presence of God’s love, which will be painful to us if we have hated that self-emptying, self-sacrificing, 

co-suffering love which Christ modeled for us and commanded us to live in this world.  St. Mark the 

Ascetic (5th Century) says: 
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“When we were in this harsh captivity, ruled by invisible and bitter death, 

the Master of all visible and invisible creation was not ashamed to humble 

Himself and to take upon Himself our human nature, subject as it was to 

the passions of shame and desire and condemned by divine judgment; and 

He became like us in all things except that He was without sin (cf. Heb 

4:15)…He took upon Himself, becoming what we are, so that we might 

become what He is. The Logos became man, so that man might become 

Logos. Being rich, He became poor for our sakes, so that through His 

poverty we might become rich (cf. Cor 8:9). In His great love for man He 

became like us, that through every virtue we might become like Him. From 

the time that Christ came to dwell with us, man created according to God’s 

image and likeness is truly renewed through the grace and power of the 

Spirit, attaining to the perfect love which ‘casts out fear’ ( 1 John 4:18) – the love which is no longer able 

to fail, for ‘love never fails’ (1 Cor 13:8).”    (Philokalia – The Complete Text: Volume One, pg.155) 

Following Christ, practicing self-denial, laying down one’s life for the good of others,  practicing love for 

others rather than self-love, are the signs that one has understood Christ’s command and teaching to 

wash the feet of others.  This comes about as we become less concerned with earning our own 

salvation, and begin to live Christ’s love for the salvation of others and of the world. 

“If the essential experience of the Church is that of the new creation, of a new life in a renewed 

world, that experience implies and posits a certain fundamental experience of the world ….  the 

eschatological experience of the Church reveals the world 

as the fallen world, dominated by sin, corruption and 

death, enslaved to the prince of this world.  The fall, 

although it cannot destroy and annihilate the essential 

goodness of God’s creation, has nevertheless alienated it 

from God, made it into this worldwhich, because it is flesh 

and blood, pride and selfishness, is not only distinct from 

the Kingdom of God but actively opposed to it.  Hence the 

essentially tragic Christian view of history, the rejection by 

the Christian faith of any historical optimism that would 

equate the world withprogress.  And finally, the ultimate 

experience: that of redemption, which God accomplished in 

the midst of His creation, within time and history, and 

which by redeeming man, by making him capax Dei, 

capable of the new life, is the salvation of the world.  For as the world rejects, in and through 

man, its self-sufficiency, as it ceases to be an end in itself and thus truly dies as this world, it 

becomes that which it was created to be and has truly become in Christ: the object and means of 

sanctification, of man’s communion with and passage to God’s eternal kingdom.”  (Alexander 

Schmemann, CHURCH, WORLD, MISSION,  pp 76-77) 
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Image of Salvation (XVII)    Posted on June 10, 2013 by Fr. Ted 

This is the Seventeenth blog in this series exploring ideas about and 

images of salvation.  The first blog isImages of Salvation and the 

previous blog Images of Salvation (XVI).  We are coming close to the 

end of this blog series.  The next blog is the penultimate blog in the 

series.  We are now considering various comments of saints and 

theologians about the nature of salvation – which really means 

living the life of love which Christ commanded us to live. 

That Christ gives commandments to us in the Gospel is indicative 

that we do have free will.  We have to decide to obey or not.  If we 

were purely predestined beings, it would make no sense for Christ 

to teach us or tell us what to do.   But before us is always life and 

death and we are commanded by God to choose life (Deuteronomy 

30:19).   So St. Irenaeus (d. 202AD)  writes regarding the choices 

before us: 

“If then the advent of the Son comes indeed alike to all, but is for the purpose of judging, and 

separating the believing from the unbelieving, since, as those who believe do His will agreeably 

to their own choice, and as, [also] agreeably to their own choice, the disobedient do not consent 

to His doctrine; it is manifest that His Father has made all in a like condition, each person having 

a choice of his own, and a free understanding; and that He has regard to all things, and exercises 

a providence over all, ‘making His sun to rise upon the evil and on the good, and sending rain 

upon the just and unjust.’ 

And to as many as continue in their love towards 

God, does He grant communion with Him. But 

communion with God is life and light, and the 

enjoyment of all the benefits which He has in 

store. But on as many as, according to their own 

choice, depart from God. He inflicts that 

separation from Himself which they have chosen 

of their own accord. But separation from God is 

death, and separation from light is darkness; and 

separation from God consists in the loss of all the 

benefits which He has in store.”  (Against 

Heresies  27.1-2) 

St. Irenaeus at the end of the 2nd Century AD, already is laying the foundation for that notion that the 

final judgment of God is not really something which God imposes on us, but rather God accepts our 

choices and their real consequences.  God is good to all granting blessings to the good and the 

wicked.  God also does not impose punishment or hell on us, but allows us even to choose separation 
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from Him.  Separation from God, something we can choose, is death and thus hell.  God however offers 

love to all. 

John Moschos (d. ca 619AD) writing some 400 years after St. Irenaeus offers us a story of salvation 

involving making a choice between wealth and the evangelical life: 

“Whilst I was sitting in the church, a man who was illustrious in the worldly sense but <also> a 

great lover of Christ came in; and when he saw me, he sat down.  He then began asking about 

the salvation of the soul.  I told him that the heavenly life is given to those who live the earthly 

life in a seemly way.  ‘You have spoken well, father’, he said.  ‘Blessed is the man whose hope is 

in God and who presents himself as an offering to God.  I am the son of a man who is very 

distinguished by the standards of the world.  My father was very compassionate and distributed 

huge sums amongst the poor.  One day he called me; showing me all his money, said to me: 

“Son, which do you prefer; that I leave you my money, or that I gave you Christ as your 

guardian?”  Grasping the point he was making, I said I would rather have Christ; for everything 

that is here today shall be gone tomorrow: Christ remains forever.  So from the moment he 

heard me say that, he gave without sparing, leaving very little for me when he died.  So I was left 

a poor man and I lived simply, putting my hope in the God whom he bequeathed to me.”  (THE 

SPIRITUAL MEADOW, p 179) 

 

Prodigal Son & the Loving Father 

We can choose communion with God, and we can do that by 

choosing to love our neighbor.   God created us as relational 

beings – we are not autonomous, alienated and isolated 

individuals, but always exist in relationship to others.  We are 

beings made to live in community – it is the basis of the idea of 

love.  God who is Trinity consists of 3 divine persons who live in 

relationship to one another.  This is how God can always be love. 

“’Person’ implies divine-human communion and human 

brotherhood in the Spirit.  Man is to be defined also by his 

relationship with his neighbor.  The fall, sin, atomizes, separates, 

splits, divides: the redemption and the act of the Spirit personify, 

unify and only thus regenerate.  … Man is what he is when he shares in the ecclesial communion, 

because there he becomes more than the sinful man he was before.   Therefore one should never forget 

his life as a member of the Church, as a charismatic being in the Spirit.”  (A.J. Philippou, THE ORTHODOX 

ETHOS, pp 57-58) 

Salvation, initiated in the Word becoming flesh, is all about restoring the relationship between God and 

humanity, and through a saved humanity restoring the relationship of everything in creation with the 

Creator.  Salvation is thus always communal and relational. 
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“Christianity is the revelation of the fatherhood of God through 

Jesus Christ, and not merely its revelation but its actualization 

through the mission of the Word and the Holy Spirit.  ‘But as 

many as received him, to them he gave the power to become 

the sons of God.’  The text has ‘to become’ (genesthai), like the 

Word ‘became’ (egeneto) flesh.  Since Irenaeus, greek theology 

has never ceased repeating that ‘The reason why the Word of 

God became man, and the Son of God the Son of man, is so that 

man, united to the Word of God and accepting adoption, might 

become the son of God.  Saint Gregory the Theologian would 

summarize this doctrine in his classic formulation: the Word 

became incarnate so that I might be made God insofar as he is 

made man…  This is what Saint Maximus the Confessor, in explaining Saint Gregory the 

Theologian, called beautiful inversion or counterpart… a reciprocity that makes God man for the 

deification of man, and man God for the humanization of God…”   (Irenee Hausherr, SPIRITUAL 

DIRECTION IN THE EARLY CHRISTIAN EAST, pp 321-322) 

Both “the deification of man, and … the humanization of God”  are ways of understanding 

salvation.  God reveals Himself in humanity said St. Irenaeus.  God reveals Himself in creating humans in 

His image and likeness.  And God reveals Himself even more in becoming incarnate in Jesus Christ. 

Image of Salvation (XVIII)   Posted on June 12, 2013 by Fr. Ted 

This is the Eighteenth blog in this series exploring ideas about and 

images of salvation.  The first blog isImages of Salvation and the 

previous blog Images of Salvation (XVII).  The next blog is the last in this 

series. 

Salvation is about restoration and hope.  The unity of the universe 

which had been sundered by sin, is restored.  And though this renewal 

and restoration and regeneration of all things at times requires struggle 

(taking up the cross daily to follow Christ) and even suffering for the 

truth, it offers the hope that in the resurrection of Christ we see God 

triumphing over everything including sin and death itself. 

 

“Therefore, we must never weaken in our trust of God or fall away from Him.  Though a soul be 

overburdened with sins, through it be guilty of all the crimes in the world, though it be defiled 

beyond all imagination, that soul must trust in God.  If that same soul uses every means and 

endeavor to become free of sin and turn to the path of good, but cannot get stabilized in 

anything upright, and even sinks ever deeper into evil, still that soul must continue to trust. 

http://orthodoxwiki.org/Irenaeus_of_Lyons
http://orthodoxwiki.org/Gregory_the_Theologian
http://orthodoxwiki.org/Maximus_the_Confessor
http://www.amazon.com/Spiritual-Direction-Christian-Cistercian-Studies/dp/0879075163/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1370816546&sr=8-1&keywords=spiritual+direction+in+the+early
http://www.amazon.com/Spiritual-Direction-Christian-Cistercian-Studies/dp/0879075163/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1370816546&sr=8-1&keywords=spiritual+direction+in+the+early
http://frted.wordpress.com/2013/06/12/image-of-salvation-xviii/
http://frted.wordpress.com/2013/06/12/image-of-salvation-xviii/
http://frted.wordpress.com/author/bobosht/
http://orthodoxwiki.org/Salvation
http://frted.wordpress.com/2013/04/18/images-of-salvation/
http://frted.wordpress.com/2013/06/10/image-of-salvation-xvii/
http://farm5.staticflickr.com/4012/4427932964_676e37417e_n.jpg
http://farm9.staticflickr.com/8204/8186730876_5149cd01c8_n.jpg


That soul must not abandon its spiritual weapons and labors, but must fight and fight, struggling 

with itself—and with its enemies—with all its courage and with untiring effort.  We must know 

and understand that in this unseen war, all are losers except that person who never ceases to 

struggle and to keep faith in God.  For god never abandons those who fight in His armies—

although at times He allows them to suffer wounds.”  (Jack Sparks, VICTORY IN THE UNSEEN 

WARFARE,  p 34) 

The restoration of the entire cosmos involves work – thus the Divine Liturgy is the work of the people of 

God to bring all things into the right relationship with the Creator.  At the Liturgy we work together with 

God for the salvation of the world.  St. Augustine  (d. 430AD) writes: 

“We have to remind ourselves that our Lord Jesus Christ came not 

only for the salvation of the poor but also of the rich, not only of 

commoners but also of kings. He refused all the same to choose 

kings as disciples, refused rich people, refused the nobly born, 

refused the learned; but instead he chose poor, uneducated 

fishermen, in whom his grace would shine through all the more 

clearly…And if he had first called a king, the king would have said it 

was his rank that was chosen; if he had first called a learned man, he 

would have said it was his learning that was chosen. Those who 

were being called to lowliness and humility would have to be called 

by lowly and humble persons.”  (POVERTY AND LEADERSHIP IN THE 

LATER ROMAN EMPIRE, p 93) 

Through the Cross joy has come into ALL the world.  God saves and 

offers His salvation to all.  It is not God who rejects us, but we can reject God and His salvation.  God has 

been working lovingly for our salvation through the centuries, acting to bring all people to Himself. 

“Thus God, from the beginning, fashioned man for his munificence; and chose the patriarchs for 

the sake of their salvation; and formed in advance a people, 

teaching the uneducated to follow God; and prepared the 

prophets, accustoming man on the earth to bear his Spirit and 

to have communion with God; he himself, indeed, having need 

of nothing, but granting communion with himself to those who 

stood in need of it.   To those that pleased him, he sketched out 

like an architect, the construction of salvation; and to those who 

did not see, in Egypt, he himself gave guidance; and to those 

who were unruly, in the desert, he promulgated a very suitable 

Law; while to those who entered into the good land he 

bestowed the appropriate inheritance; finally, for those 

converted to the Father, he killed the fatted calf and presented 
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them with the finest robe.  Thus, in many ways, he harmonized the human race to the symphony 

of salvation…”  (John Behr, ASCETICISM AND ANTHROPOLOGY IN IRENAEUS AND CLEMENT, p 

53) 

A beautiful phrase:  God “harmonized the human race to the symphony of salvation.”   God the great 

poet creates the words and the melody of salvation for the world.  His salvation has been offered to us 

in various times and ways (Hebrews 1:1).  Entering into God’s salvation is not a matter being at the right 

place at the right time.  St. John Chrysostom (d. 407AD) proclaims that salvation is not available only to 

those who are born in a Christian culture or at a time when 

holiness abounds.  Chrysostom says: 

“How can I, Scripture says, be in the world and in the midst of so 

much troublesome business and be saved?  What do you say, O 

man?  Do you want me to demonstrate briefly to you that the 

location does not grant salvation, rather, the way of life and the 

deliberate choice?  Adam in paradise, as if in a harbor, suffered 

shipwreck.  Lot in Sodom, as if in the open sea, was saved.  Job 

was justified upon the dunghill.  Saul, who was found in the midst 

of the treasuries, fell out of the earthly and heavenly 

kingdom.”  (ON REPENTANCE AND ALMSGIVING,  p 126-127) 

Accepting and believing in salvation is not a matter of predestination nor of location in space and 

time.  It is a matter of faithfulness to God, and of love for God, wherever we happen to be. 

Image of Salvation (XIX)   Posted on June 14, 2013 by Fr. Ted 

This is the Nineteenth and last blog in this series exploring ideas 

about and images ofsalvation.  The first blog isImages of 

Salvation and the previous blog Images of Salvation (XVIII). 

The Church in its long history has offered many images of salvation 

– the teachings are rich and varied, a veritable treasury of 

knowledge to help us understand and enter into God’s 

salvation.  Unfortunately, sometimes Christians themselves engage 

in theological reductionism and limit ideas of salvation to one 

theme (this is done with other ideas as well, such as an 

understanding of baptism).  Andrew Sopko notes: 

“… the mystery of redemption itself has gradually been reduced to a 

system of morality, or more properly, ‘appropriate behavior’ 

regulated by legalism.”  (FOR A CULTURE OF CO-SUFFERING LOVE, p 16) 
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We have seen though that baptism is a river of salvation in which we are washed and cleansed by its 

many currents (see The Baptism of Regeneration).  Baptism accomplishes 

many things – the many things necessary for the restoration and salvation 

of a human being.   Among the benefits of baptism are 

 

Renewal, the remission of sins, healing, regeneration, 

redemption,  incorruption, sanctification,  illumination, 

the final destruction of demons, purification, adoption, 

the loosing of bonds, a new birth, transformation, 

clothed upon with the new man, a partaker of Christ’s resurrection, 

numbered with the first-born whose names are written in heaven. 

We see in the blessings and benefits of baptism a wealth of images, 

experiences and understanding.  We find in Christian the riches and depth of the experience of 

salvation.  St. Leo the Great (d. 461AD) sums it up this way: 

“Our Saviour, dearly beloved, is born today; rejoice!  For it is not fitting that we 

give any place to sadness when Life is born, the Life which, consuming the fear 

of death, has filled us with joy because of the eternity He promises.  No one is 

excluded from this gladness.  One reason for joy is common to all, since Our 

Lord, the destroyer of sin and death, as he found no one free from sin, came to 

deliver us all.  The saint is to exult, for he is nearing his palm.  The sinner is to 

rejoice, for he is invited to forgiveness.  The pagan is to take courage, for he is 

called to life… 

… And so, dearly beloved, we are to give thanks to God the Father, through His 

Son, in the Holy Spirit, to Him who, in the abundant mercy with which He has 

loved us, has had pity on us, and ‘when we were dead in our sins, has brought 

us to life together with Christ’, so that we may be in Him a new creature, a new 

work.  Let us, then, take off the old man with his works, and become partakers 

in the generation of Christ, renouncing the works of the flesh.  O Christian, realize your dignity: you are 

associated with the divine nature, do not turn back to your past base condition by a degenerate way of 

life. Remember that you have been rescued from the power of darkness, you have been transported into 

the light and the kingdom of God. By the sacrament of Baptism, you have been made the temple of the 

Holy Spirit.  Do not make such a guest take flight by perverse actions nor submit yourself again to the 

devil’s slavery, for you have been redeemed by the blood of Christ, for He will judge you in truth, He who 

has redeemed you in mercy, He who lives and reigns with the Father and the Holy Spirit for ever and 

ever. Amen.”  (THE SPIRITUALITY OF THE NEW TESTAMENT & THE FATHERS by Louis Bouyer, p 530) 
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