
The Scriptures Bear Witness to the Word of God   Posted on August 12, 2014 by Fr. Ted 

“For I say to you that this which is written must still be 

accomplished in Me: ‘And He was numbered with the 

transgressors.’ For what is written about me has its 

fulfillment.”   (Luke 22:37) 

Christ Himself in the Gospels states that the Jewish Scriptures 

(our Old Testament) find their fulfillment in Him.  He offers an 

interpretive principle for reading the Old Testament: the 

prophecies will find their fulfillment in Christ.  In order to 

understand the Old Testament prophecies, we have to read 

them Christologically  or Christocentrically.  We will only 

understand them in Christ.  And as we shall see, Christ saw 

Moses as writing prophetically.  Even the book of Genesis is 

meant more as prophecy than history. 

This blog series will look at a few of the claims found in the New Testament about interpreting the 

Jewish scriptures.  The goal will be to gain an understanding of the how the New Testament authors 

made use of the Old Testament and how they interpreted them.  If we reflect on how the New 

Testament uses the Old and interprets it, we can see that some of the current debates among Christians 

about how to understand the Scriptures can take on a new perspective.  For instead of debating how 

literally to interpret the Genesis creation narratives, we can come to see that the real issue for the early 

Christians was to read them Christologically.  The Jewish scriptures are claimed to be about Christ and so 

only in Christ can we come to understand them 

For example, in Luke 4:16-21, Jesus Christ in the synagogue 

reads the text from Isaiah 61, and then proceeds to appropriate 

the text to Himself.  The Prophet Isaiah says God’s spirit is 

“upon me” but Jesus becomes the speaker and claims that He 

Himself is the fulfillment of these words. 

“So He came to Nazareth, where He had been brought up. And 

as His custom was, He went into the synagogue on the Sabbath 

day, and stood up to read.  And He was handed the book of the 

prophet Isaiah. And when He had opened the book, He found 

the place where it was written: 

‘The Spirit of the LORD is upon Me, 

Because He has anointed Me 

To preach the gospel to the poor; 

He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, 
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To proclaim liberty to the captives 

And recovery of sight to the blind, 

To set at liberty those who are oppressed; 

To proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD.’ 

Then He closed the book, and gave it back to the attendant and sat down. And the eyes of all who were 

in the synagogue were fixed on Him. And He began to say to them, ‘Today this Scripture is fulfilled in 

your hearing.’” 

Christ is laying claim to these Scriptures in a very unique 

way – not just that He fulfills them, but He is the speaker of 

them.  Christ is the “Me” of the prophecy, speaking the 

words hundreds of years earlier and now fulfilling them.  In 

the Orthodox Church, this interpretive principle is essential 

to how we read any of the texts of the Jewish 

Scriptures.  We are not reading the Old Testament to learn 

history, or science, we are reading them to help us see 

Christ at work since the beginning of the world in the 

world.  Jesus challenges his Jewish contemporaries to 

rethink what their Scriptures do.  Christ says to them: 

“And the Father who sent me has himself borne witness to me. His voice you have never heard, 

his form you have never seen; and you do not have his word abiding in you, for you do not 

believe him whom he has sent. You search the scriptures, because you think that in them you 

have eternal life; and it is they that bear witness to me; yet you refuse to come to me that you 

may have life. I do not receive glory from men. But I know that you have not the love of God 

within you. I have come in my Father’s name, and you do not receive me; if another comes in his 

own name, him you will receive. How can you believe, who receive glory from one another and 

do not seek the glory that comes from the only God? Do not think that I shall accuse you to the 

Father; it is Moses who accuses you, on whom you set your hope. If you believed Moses, you 

would believe me, for he wrote of me. But if you do not believe his writings, how will you believe 

my words?” (John 5:37-47) 
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According to Christ, “the Scriptures” – the Jewish Tanakh – bear 

witness to Him personally.  If people want to quote the Old 

Testament, Jesus says they need to understand those scriptures 

are leading the reader to Christ.  Jesus says quite plainly that 

Moses wrote about Him (Jesus).  This is an incredible claim, but 

Jesus claims to fulfill the Old Testament prophecies and so says 

the Scriptures need to be read as leading to Him.  Moses in 

writing Genesis and Exodus wasn’t so much writing history as he 

was writing a prophecy about the Messiah.  The Genesis creation 

story is not written as science to understand the material 

creation, but is written as prophecy about the coming of the 

Messiah.  The significance of Genesis is not the factual science it 

presents about the creation of the world, or the history of the 

first humans, but what it has to say about the Messiah. 

We encounter a very similar message at the end of the Gospel according to St. Luke in which Jesus helps 

two disciples on the road to Emmaus to understand the Jewish Scriptures and how they are about the 

Messiah – Christ Jesus. 

And Jesus said to them, “O foolish men, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken! 

Was it not necessary that the Christ should suffer these things and enter into his glory?” And beginning 

with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them in all the scriptures the things concerning 

himself. (Luke 24:25-27) 

Christ begins again with Moses the Prophet and then goes through all the prophets all of the Jewish 

texts concerning himself.  He is interpreting the entire Old Testament to His disciples to help them 

understand what the Old Testament says about the Messiah.  A little while later, Jesus speaks to the 

entire group of disciples: 

“These are my words which I spoke to you, while I was still 

with you, that everything written about me in the law of 

Moses and the prophets and the psalms must be 

fulfilled.” Then he opened their minds to understand the 

scriptures, and said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Christ 

should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, and that 

repentance and forgiveness of sins should be preached in his 

name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem.” (Luke 24:44-

46) 

The theme is the same, that the Old Testament foretold what was 

going to happen to the Messiah.  Christ specifically mentions the 

writings of Moses – the Torah – as containing these 
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prophecies.   According to our Lord Jesus, the Jewish Scriptures were written to testify to the Messiah 

and should be read in that way. 

The puzzlement is that while Jesus teaches that the Scriptures are clear about the suffering and 

resurrection  of the Messiah and that repentance and forgiveness should be proclaimed in His Name, it 

is harder to find direct quotes in the Old Testament that clearly and unambiguously make these 

claims.  The New Testament authors were quite convinced that the prophecies were unambiguous but 

the story of Christianity shows the Jews themselves were not so easily convinced.  There is the suffering 

servant of Isaiah’s prophecy but then it is surprising what use the New Testament makes or doesn’t 

make of some of these passages.   Christ’s teachings are far more based in His reading of the Scriptures 

and he does on several occasions challenge his listeners about how they read (meaning how they 

interpreted)  the Scriptures.  Christ Himself becomes the key to unlocking the treasure hidden in the 

Scriptures. 

Jesus’ unique claim to having the authority to explicate the Jewish Scriptures and the prophecies is 

based in his claims and that of His disciples concerning His relationship to God the Father.   It is because 

of who He is – the incarnate God, the God-man, the Word of God become flesh – that He has authority 

to interpret the Scriptures.  In John 6:45, Jesus proclaims: 

It is written in the prophets, ‘And they shall all be taught by God.’ Every one who has heard and learned 

from the Father comes to me. 

The implication is that God is teaching us in and through Jesus Christ, for Jesus is in fact God in the flesh, 

the incarnate God who has come to save the world which He made. 

 

Applying the Scriptures to the Word of God    Posted on August 13, 2014 by Fr. Ted 

 

 Evangelist John 

As is clear in the Gospels, the Evangelists believed the Jewish 

Scriptures bear witness to and like signs point to Jesus of 

Nazareth as being the Messiah.  As we saw in the previous blog, 

both St. Luke (24:25-46) and St. John (5:37-47)  have passages in 

which Jesus Himself says that Moses wrote in the Torah 

prophetically about Jesus as the Messiah.  Jesus teaches His 

disciples that the Jewish Scriptures are to be read 

Christocentrically or Christologically, meaning they are to be 

read through the lens of the Christ/Messiah because that is the 

main purpose of these sacred writings.  The witness of these 

Scriptures is not so much a history lesson as a prophecy about 

the Messiah.   While the Jews believed the main purpose of the 
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Torah was to give them God’s instruction/law, Jesus says their real purpose and correct interpretation is 

in revealing the Messiah.   To fully understand the Old Testament, one has to know the Christ.  It is in 

this sense that Christ fulfills the Old Testament and thus gives the Jewish Scriptures their full 

meaning.  Christ is the fulfillment of the Jewish Scriptures, the one who gives meaning to them, and the 

one who properly interprets them.   The main point of the Torah is thus not Law but revelation about 

God and about God’s Messiah. 

 

-  Paul the Apostle 

The disciples of Christ came to believe that Jesus’ claims about 

Himself and about the Jewish Scriptures were true.   The first 

disciples went forth into the world with the message that Christ 

fulfills the Scriptures which proves Jesus is in fact the Messiah.  St. 

Paul says the tradition he has received  is clear: 

“For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received, 

that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the scriptures, that 

he was buried, that he was raised on the third day in accordance 

with the scriptures…”   (1 Corinthians 15:3-4) 

Though the purpose of the Tanakh was to prepare the Jews for the 

coming of the Messiah, it turns out they were a people unprepared with eyes that could not see and 

ears that could not hear. 

With them indeed is fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah which says: 

‘You shall indeed hear but never understand, 

and you shall indeed see but never perceive. 
 For this people’s heart has grown dull, 

and their ears are heavy of hearing, 

and their eyes they have closed, 

lest they should perceive with their eyes, 

and hear with their ears, 

and understand with their heart, 

and turn for me to heal them.’ 

(Matthew 13:14-16; see also: John 12:39-41; Acts 28:26-27) 

So too, the disciples did not spontaneously or immediately make the connection between Jesus and the 

prophecies of the Jewish Scriptures.   They did not embrace a blind faith or even a faith at first sight.  It 

took them time to reflect on the life and teachings of Jesus of Nazareth, and only after His death and 

resurrection did they begin to form a clear understanding of who Jesus is and what the Scriptures say 

about the Messiah. 
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So they took branches of palm trees and went out to meet him, crying, 

“Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord, even the King 

of Israel!” And Jesus found a young ass and sat upon it; as it is written, 

“Fear not, daughter of Zion; behold, your king is coming, sitting on an ass’s 

colt!” His disciples did not understand this at first; but when Jesus was 

glorified, then they remembered that this had been written of him and had 

been done to him.   (John 12:13-16) 

In some cases it was years after the death and resurrection of the Lord 

Jesus that the disciples came to fully understand and appreciate what He 

had done and how the Scriptures of the Jews had in fact pointed to 

Him.  That the Jewish Scriptures bore witness to Jesus Christ, they had no 

doubt.  Paul the convert to Christianity, became convinced that what 

happened to Jesus was completely foretold in the Jewish scriptures. 

And Paul went in, as was his custom, and for three weeks he argued with 

them from the scriptures, explaining and proving that it was necessary for 

the Christ to suffer and to rise from the dead, and saying, “This Jesus, whom I proclaim to you, is the 

Christ.”  (Acts 17:2-3) 

Not only Paul but other Jews also became convinced that Jesus was the fulfillment of what God had 

promised and they believed they could prove this from their sacred texts. 

Now a Jew named Apollos, a native of Alexandria, came to Ephesus. He was an eloquent man, well 

versed in the scriptures. He had been instructed in the way of the Lord; and being fervent in spirit, he 

spoke and taught accurately the things concerning Jesus, though he knew only the baptism of John. He 

began to speak boldly in the synagogue; but when Priscilla and Aquila heard him, they took him and 

expounded to him the way of God more accurately. And when he wished to cross to Achaia, the brethren 

encouraged him, and wrote to the disciples to receive him. When he arrived, he greatly helped those who 

through grace had believed, for he powerfully confuted the Jews in public, showing by the scriptures that 

the Christ was Jesus.  (Acts 18:24-28) 

Unfortunately they did not record exactly to what passages they referred in order to prove that Jesus is 

the Messiah.   We do find scattered throughout the New Testament various quotes from the Old 

Testament as well as echoes of or references to various Old Testament passages.  How well these prove 

today or proved in the First Century that Jesus is the Messiah is debated.  And though the New 

Testament expresses that the Jewish Scriptures clearly make reference to the suffering Messiah and his 

resurrection, today we realize we have to be willing to read those texts Christologically in order to come 

to the same conclusions.  The texts by themselves are not absolutely and unambiguously clear that they 

refer to Jesus or prove what the Messiah is to be like.  There was in Jesus’s day a fair amount of 

disagreement among Jews as to what the Messiah meant or would be. 
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Not only do the apostles themselves make 

claim that they can prove from Scripture 

that Jesus is the Messiah, but their Jewish 

listeners were able to examine these 

claims themselves and some were 

convinced from Scripture by these 

claims.  Those Jews hearing the Gospel had 

to decide for themselves whether in fact 

the Scriptures made the claims the 

Christians were making and whether Jesus 

in fact fulfilled the prophecies.  This reading of the Scriptures required deciding which texts are the 

prophecies, for obviously when it comes to the Torah, it could be read as mostly history or law and not 

at all as prophecy.  For many Jews the Torah of Moses was essential for teaching them how to live their 

daily lives rather than being prophecy about a future Messiah.  Those Jews who focused most 

exclusively on the Torah as Scripture, the Sadducees, seem to have had little interest in a Messiah or the 

resurrection or some life in a world to come.  Jesus tried to convince them that they were reading the 

Scriptures incorrectly. 

But some Jews were intrigued by the claims of the first Christians and did take the time to see if the 

Scriptures could be read the way Christ taught and whether the sacred texts did in fact prove that the 

Messiah had come in Jesus. 

“The brethren immediately sent Paul and Silas away by night to Beroea; and when they arrived they 

went into the Jewish synagogue. Now these Jews were more noble than those in Thessalonica, for they 

received the word with all eagerness, examining the scriptures daily to see if these things were so.”  (Acts 

17:10-11) 

Having the Scriptures, the oracles of God is not enough to ensure 

their proper interpretation.   This is where Jesus debated with the 

other rabbis of His time.  We will return to this in a future blog. 

Evangelist Luke   

As an aside, though the four Gospels do quote the Old Testament 

and see a fulfillment of the prophecies, it is interesting that in 

those particular Gospel passages dealing with the purpose of the 

Gospels, they do not specifically claim to prove from the Jewish 

Scriptures that Jesus is Christ.  St. Luke in 1:1-4 says his purpose in 

writing is“that you may know the truth concerning the things of 

which you have been informed.”   He seems to be more focused 

on the life of Christ and what the events of Christ’s life show than on what the Jewish Scriptures prove 

about the Christ.  Christ’s activities and actions prove who He is more than the Old Testament really 
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does.    John in his Gospel says he wrote what he did that we might believe that Jesus is the Christ (John 

20:30-31), but again the focus is on what Jesus did more than what can be proved from the Old 

Testament.  The deeds of Christ are the signs of who He is and offer proof of His claims.  So while St. 

Paul in his epistles and the Acts of the Apostles do claim to be able to prove from the Scriptures that the 

Messiah had to suffer and die and that Jesus, the suffering, crucified and risen Jew, is the Messiah, the 

Gospels themselves use the Old Testament more to show that the events of Christ’s life were foretold 

which makes them more significant but the Evangelists seem to rely more on Jesus’s deeds, signs and 

teachings as the proof about His being the Christ and ushering into the world the Kingdom of God. 

The Word Interprets the Scriptures    Posted on August 14, 2014 by Fr. Ted 

 

 Moses receiving the Law 

 

As we have seen in the previous blogs Jesus Christ recognizes the 

authority of the Jewish Scriptures for revealing God’s plan of 

salvation.  He claims all of the Scriptures as being a prophecy about 

the Messiah, Himself.  Thus Christ is revealing the purpose and the 

meaning of the Law, the Psalms and the prophets.   This becomes 

the very core of disputation with the other Jewish teachers of His 

day. 

The Passover of the Jews was at hand, and Jesus went up to 

Jerusalem. In the temple he found those who were selling oxen and sheep and pigeons, and the money-

changers at their business. And making a whip of cords, he drove them all, with the sheep and oxen, out 

of the temple; and he poured out the coins of the money-changers and overturned their tables. And he 

told those who sold the pigeons, “Take these things away; you shall not make my Father’s house a house 

of trade.” His disciples remembered that it was written, “Zeal for thy house will consume me.” The Jews 

then said to him, “What sign have you to show us for doing this?” Jesus answered them, “Destroy this 

temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” The Jews then said, “It has taken forty-six years to build this 

temple, and will you raise it up in three days?” But he spoke of the temple of his body. When therefore he 

was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this; and they believed the scripture 

and the word which Jesus had spoken.   (John 2:13-22) 

And we see in the above text that once again, even His disciples did not immediately understand Christ’s 

actions and words any more than His opponents did.  Only later, after the resurrection, do His disciples 

begin to comprehend that the Scriptures bear witness to Christ. 
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What is clear in the Gospels is that Christ’s relationship with 

other rabbis is at times contentious.  Jesus makes it plain that 

he believes the problem with the faith of some of his 

interlocutors is precisely in their misunderstanding and 

misinterpreting the Scriptures.   For example in disputing with 

the Sadducees, Jesus makes it clear that they lack 

comprehension of God’s message in the Jewish sacred 

texts.  The Sadducees at one point are trying to show how 

logically absurd a notion of the resurrection is and tell the 

story of a woman who has had several husbands and they 

mockingly want to know if there is a resurrection to which one 

would she be married in this afterlife? 

But Jesus answered them, “You are wrong, because you know neither the scriptures nor the power of 

God. For in the resurrection they neither marry nor are given in marriage, but are like angels in heaven. 

And as for the resurrection of the dead, have you not read what was said to you by God, ‘I am the God of 

Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob’? He is not God of the dead, but of the living.” And 

when the crowd heard it, they were astonished at his teaching.   (Matthew 22:27-33) 

Worth noting in the debate is that both Jesus and his opponents accept the authoritative role of the 

Scriptures in governing how to live their life on earth.  For the Sadducees the Torah is binding on Jews 

and even death does not alter the eternal nature of the Law’s demands.  It is as if the Torah has a Karmic 

nature by which even God must abide.   Jesus clearly sees God as Lord even over Torah:  God is not 

bound by Torah, but Torah serves God’s will and plan. Just as the Sabbath was made for man and not 

man for the Sabbath (Mark 2:27), so too the Torah serves God and is subservient to God’s will rather 

than God being bound by Torah. Jesus tells the Sadducees to pay attention to the details of the 

Scriptural text. 

The argument Jesus has with the Sadducees is in how they read (interpret, 

understand, hear) the Scriptures.  The problem is not with the Torah itself but 

with how it is being understood and (mis-)used.   By reducing God’s Torah to 

mostly being regulations and ritualism, the Sadducees had emptied the 

Scriptures of their hope, their scope, their meaning, their revelation and their 

power.  Jesus says the Scriptures are about the resurrection and the future life: 

this is exactly what is missing in the understanding of the Sadducees.  The Torah 

is about the future and about the Messiah.   The purpose of the Scriptures is not 

to make us constantly look back into history but is to orient our lives toward the 

future eschaton, the Kingdom of God. 

Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures: ‘The very stone which the builders rejected 

has become the head of the corner; this was the Lord’s doing, and it is marvelous in our eyes’? Therefore 

I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a nation producing the fruits of 

it.” When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they perceived that he was speaking 
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about them. But when they tried to arrest him, they feared the multitudes, because they held him to be a 

prophet.   (Matthew 21:42-46) 

Jesus takes Psalm 118:22-23 and applies it to Himself.  He, the Messiah, is the cornerstone to 

understanding the Scripture.  The entire interpretation of the prophecies and promises of God rests on 

the Messiah.  Because the other Jewish rabbis don’t understand this, they misinterpret the purpose of 

Torah and God’s promises. 

St. Peter in his First Epistle makes use of the same ideas and passages which Christ uses to describe the 

fellowship of the disciples: 

Come to him, to that living stone, rejected by men but in God’s sight chosen and precious; and like living 

stones be yourselves built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices 

acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. For it stands in scripture: “Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone, a 

cornerstone chosen and precious, and he who believes in him will not be put to shame.” To you therefore 

who believe, he is precious, but for those who do not believe, “The very stone which the builders rejected 

has become the head of the corner,” and “A stone that will make men stumble, a rock that will make 

them fall”; for they stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. But you are a 

chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, that you may declare the wonderful 

deeds of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.    (1 Peter 2:4-9) 

Not only is it necessary to have Christ to understand and properly interpret the Scriptures, the Scriptures 

point to Christ: Christ is the cornerstone to which the Psalm refers.  We need Christ to understand the 

Scriptures not only to teach us the correct reading of the Scriptures but because He fulfills them. 

Additionally, Christ’s fulfilling of the Scriptures says something 

about who He is: the Messiah is also the Lord.   Jesus performed 

various signs and wonders which His opponents could not refute, 

but they did reject His interpretation of the events. 

The Jews answered him, “It is not for a good work that we stone 

you but for blasphemy; because you, being a man, make yourself 

God.” Jesus answered them, “Is it not written in your law, ‘I said, 

you are gods’? If he called them gods to whom the word of God 

came (and scripture cannot be broken), do you say of him whom 

the Father consecrated and sent into the world, ‘You are 

blaspheming,’ because I said, ‘I am the Son of God’?  (John 10:33-

36) 

 

 Old Testament Forefathers of Christ 
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Jesus uses the Torah given to the Jews as pointing to Himself.  The Scriptures bear witness to the Word 

of God made flesh.  The signs, miracles and wonders which Christ did also bear witness to His being able 

to do acts of God.  Thus both the historical documents of the Jews, their Scriptures, and the very deeds 

of Christ, bear witness to the divine power in Christ.  They reveal who Jesus is. 

“It is written in the prophets, ‘And they shall all be taught by God.’”  (John 6:45) 

Jesus is the God incarnate who teaches us.  Isaiah’s prophecy that we would be taught by God (Isaiah 

54:13) is fulfilled in Christ. 

But this is the covenant which I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will 

put my law within them, and I will write it upon their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my 

people. (Jeremiah 31:33) 

God Himself transfigures and transforms not just our hearts but humanity itself in the incarnation and in 

the resurrection of Christ. 

 

The Scriptures Written for Us    Posted on August 16, 2014 by Fr. Ted 

 

The Bible consists of a collection 

of varied writings which bear 

witness to the Messiah.  Jesus 

Himself taught this (John 5:37-

47; Luke 24:25-46).   There is an 

implication that the Old 

Testament is not about God’s 

commandments, but is about 

God’s Christ for Moses, Christ 

says, writes about the Christ.  All 

of the Scriptures whether 

produced centuries before Jesus 

Christ was on earth (i.e., the Old 

Testament) or decades after His death and resurrection (aka, the New Testament) have the same 

focus.  They aim to help us know God and the Messiah God sent into the world.  As such, the main 

purpose of the Scriptures is not so much to be a medium for history, law and science but to open our 

eyes to the revelation which God is showing to us about God’s Trinitarian nature.  The Scriptures present 

to us history and prophecy written with the inspired intention to reveal the Christ, the Son of God.   The 

Scriptures are thus not past oriented but are both Christocentric and eschatologically oriented to the 

coming Kingdom of God.   Those who put so much effort into the search for the historical Jesus while 

denying the revelation of the Kingdom to come completely misunderstand the message and power of 
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God’s revelation.  St. Paul himself makes it clear that the Jewish Scriptures were not written just to 

remember the past. 

I want you to know, brethren, that our fathers were all under the cloud, and all passed through the sea, 

and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea, and all ate the same supernatural food and 

all drank the same supernatural drink. For they drank from the supernatural Rock which followed them, 

and the Rock was Christ. Nevertheless with most of them God was not pleased; for they were overthrown 

in the wilderness. 

Now these things are warnings for us, not to desire evil as they did. Do not be idolaters as some of them 

were; as it is written, “The people sat down to eat and drink and rose up to dance.” We must not indulge 

in immorality as some of them did, and twenty-three thousand fell in a single day. We must not put the 

Lord to the test, as some of them did and were destroyed by serpents; nor grumble, as some of them did 

and were destroyed by the Destroyer. Now these things happened to them as a warning, but they were 

written down for our instruction, upon whom the end of the ages has come.   (1 Corinthians 10:1-11) 

 

The actual events, St. Paul says were a 

warning to the ancient people, but 

were  written down in Scripture not for 

the sake of those involved in the 

events, but for our sake.  The 

scriptures are by nature forward 

looking.  For the scriptures instruct us 

in the revelation of God and orient us 

toward the end times.  The Scriptures 

serve to help us understand that this 

world will pass away, and in fact we 

live in a time which is giving birth to 

the end times.  Just to know the history will do us little good if we don’t orient ourselves toward the 

coming Kingdom of God and live in movement toward that Kingdom.   What we are looking to learn 

from the Scriptures determines how well we interpret them.  St. Paul says: 

That is why his faith was “reckoned to him as righteousness.”  But the words, “it was reckoned to him,” 

were written not for his sake alone, but for ours also. It will be reckoned to us who believe in him that 

raised from the dead Jesus our Lord, who was put to death for our trespasses and raised for our 

justification.  (Romans 4:22-25) 
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The words from Genesis 15:6 that God reckoned to Abraham as 

righteousness the faith which he placed in God, become not a record of 

a past event, but become lived in those who believe in Christ and who 

embrace the faith and faithfulness of Jesus the Son  of God.   Words 

originally penned about one man, Abraham, become a description of 

each believer who recognizes that Christ’s own faith and faithfulness 

leads to the salvation of us all. 

For Christ did not please himself; but, as it is written, “The reproaches of 

those who reproached thee fell on me.” For whatever was written in 

former days was written for our instruction, that by steadfastness and 

by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope.   (Romans 

15:3-4) 

What was written in the Scriptures in the past is written to give us hope in the future and in what God is 

now accomplishing or is going to accomplish.  This is the orientation of St. Paul and the New Testament 

and the Church which remains faithful to the Lord. 

Brethren, I do not consider that I have made it my own; but one thing I do, forgetting what lies behind 

and straining forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of 

God in Christ Jesus.  (Philippians 3:13-14) 

The New Testament reminds us that there is a correct way to read and understand the Scriptures of the 

Jews.  The Scriptures help point the way to coming Kingdom of God.   St. Paul shows us that way when 

he takes passages from the Old Testament which are completely understandable in their own context 

and in a literal interpretation but then shows the literal reading of the text is inadequate for 

comprehending God’s intentions and revelation. 

Do I say this on human authority? Does not the law say the same? For it is 

written in the law of Moses, “You shall not muzzle an ox when it is treading 

out the grain.” Is it for oxen that God is concerned? Does he not speak 

entirely for our sake? It was written for our sake, because the plowman 

should plow in hope and the thresher thresh in hope of a share in the crop. 

If we have sown spiritual good among you, is it too much if we reap your 

material benefits?   (1 Corinthians 9:8-11) 

The Scriptures were written to give us hope – to orient us toward the 

Kingdom of God which is to come.  They were written to reveal the Messiah 

and to help us make Christ central to our understanding of God’s will, plan 

for salvation and God’s self-revelation.  The Scriptures serve God’s 

purposes and bear witness to the Word of God, namely to Jesus Christ the incarnate Word of God.  The 

Scriptures bear witness to the Holy Trinity and to the call to love one another even as God loves us.   The 

Scriptures are not geared toward the past Law written upon tablets of stone but toward the Living 

Word, Jesus Christ.  St. Paul reminds us that God: 
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“… has made us competent to be ministers of a new covenant, not in a written code but in the Spirit; for 

the written code kills, but the Spirit gives life. Now if the dispensation of death, carved in letters on stone, 

came with such splendor that the Israelites could not look at Moses’ face because of its brightness, 

fading as this was, will not the dispensation of the Spirit be attended 

with greater splendor?”  (2 Corinthians 3:6-8) 

If we seek nothing but the written code about regulations and rituals, 

then we will find them to be lifeless, and even ending life.  When we 

realize the written code is important in that it bears witness to the 

Christ, then the Scriptures become life giving and open us up to the 

Holy Spirit.  The scriptures rightfully read orient our lives to the 

coming Kingdom of God, and in so doing guide in how to live now on 

earth. 

All scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, 

for correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man of God 

may be complete, equipped for every good work.    (2 Timothy 3:16-

17) 
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