
Holy Week (2015) 

Lazarus Saturday (2015)    Posted on April 4, 2015 by Fr. Ted  

When we come to the end of Great Lent, we enter into another special season in the church – from 

Lazarus Saturday to Holy Saturday.   In this time we are especially thinking about death and resurrection 

– not only of our Lord Jesus Christ, but of our own. The raising of Lazarus is celebrated in Orthodoxy 

as prefiguring the universal resurrection at the end of time. Additionally, this liturgical season is and was 

especially devoted to a time for baptism, uniting new believers to the Savior. Liturgically, we personally 

experience and enter into the death and resurrection of Christ as we are buried with Him in baptism and 

then raised up from that watery grave to a new life. We participate in Christ’s death on earth and in 

being raised with him in baptism we anticipate what is awaiting us in the life of the world to come. 

Baptism is also about faith, and we 

encounter faith in the first event 

commemorated during this special 8 day 

week in Christ’s raising his friend Lazarus. 

Lazarus has died, but does he have faith 

that Jesus is the Christ who can resurrect 

him from death? 

“Then there is the death of Lazarus. Four 

days had passed. His dead body was 

already decomposing. How could one who 

had been dead for so many days believe 

and himself ask for the Deliverer? He 

could not possibly do so, but his sisters 

provided the faith for him. When they met the Lord, one sister fell down at his feet. He asked, ‘Where 

have you laid him?’ The other sister said, ‘Lord, by this time there will be a bad smell.’ Then the Lord said, 

‘If you believe you will see the glory of God.’ As if to say, ‘As regards faith, you must take the place of the 

dead man.’ And the faith of the sisters succeeded in calling 

Lazarus back from the hereafter. [John 11:1-44] 

So if these two women by believing in place of the other 

were able to secure his resurrection, how much more 

certainly will you be able to secure it for yourself by your 

own faith? 

Perhaps your own faith is feeble. Nevertheless, the Lord 

who is love will stoop down to you, provided only you are 

penitent and can say sincerely from the depths of your 

soul: ‘Lord, I believe. Help thou mine unbelief.’ (Mark 

9:23]” (St. Cyril of Jerusalem – d. 386AD, DRINKING FROM 

THE HIDDEN FOUNTAIN, pp 152-153) 
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The community of faith believes in Christ, believes he does raise 

the dead. This is why we in faith bring others to Christ to be 

baptized. When we become a member of the Body of Christ in 

baptism, we join in believing with all other Christians that Jesus 

is Lord. 

In the Baptism Liturgy the candidates prepared for baptism are 

given chance to bear witness to what they believe: 

Priest: Have you united yourself to Christ? 

Candidate: I have united myself to Christ. 

Priest: Do you believe in Him? 

Candidate: I believe in Him as King and God. 

It is Christ’s kingship and kingdom we then celebrate on Palm Sunday as we commemorate Christ’s entry 

into Jerusalem, God’s holy city. 

 

Palm Sunday (2015)      Posted on April 5, 2015 by Fr. Ted  

“We are so used to the idea that Christ’s Kingdom is not of this world, that 

we forget that he was in fact recognized as King, even if only on one day 

and for a few hours. And although his kingship is hidden from the world 

now, we still acknowledge him as our King. 

We made this confession in baptism: that everything in our life and in the 

world belongs to him; that there is nothing over which he is not, for us, the 

true ruler; that we subject every area of our lives to him, to save and 

redeem. Taking up the palms and making this proclamation is a renewal of 

our baptismal pledge: that Christ and his Kingdom is our only reality. . . . 

This is what happened to all those who today greet Christ with palms and 

the Hosanna. When they realize that his sight is not 

set on their goals, it only takes a few days before 

they begin to clamor for his death. 

We know that this is the tendency or the momentum of the world, the world 

which lives in us, too; and we know that the death of Christ is not only the result 

of our sin and insanity, but it is, more importantly, God’s answer to that 

insanity—that this is what divine love looks like. 

We know this already; we knew it when we were baptized—we were, after all, 

baptized into the death of Christ, in order to rise with him. Knowing this, we 

must make sure, as we once again follow Christ to Golgotha, the Passion, to his 

crucifixion and exaltation, that it is this Jesus that determines for us what is 

good, true, beautiful, and gracious. We need, as it were, to allow our notion of 
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what is good to be crucified with him, to take a new shape in what he reveals to us about truth and 

love.” (John Behr, THE CROSS STANDS WHILE THE WORLD TURNS, pp 54-55) 

 

It is the God incarnate who dies on the cross who determines what 

is good and true and beautiful.   The world showed its hatred for 

Him. It still does. ISIS hates Christ and still wishes to crucify the God 

who is love. It is however, the God who voluntarily submits Himself 

to crucifixion whom we follow to death, not only in baptism, but 

whenever it comes to our own will. In Holy Week we reaffirm our 

faithfulness to this Christ, the one who dies on the cross for the 

salvation of the world rather than summoning armies of angels 

from heaven to save Himself from the evil of the world. 

 

 

Holy Monday (2015)    Posted on April 6, 2015 by Fr. Ted  

Christ’s death on the cross does not prevent us from suffering in the 

world, but does give meaning to that suffering. His death on the 

cross has everything to do with God’s judgment of the world, 

judgment of sin and of sinners. God condemns sin and death. In 

Holy Week we face up to our own sins as we contemplate Christ’s 

death on the cross for our salvation.  St. Dorotheos of Gaza (d. ca. 

560AD) offers an edifying story for us to consider about living in the 

world and how God’s judgment might work. 

“I remember once hearing the following story: a slave ship put in at 

a certain port where there lived a holy virgin who was in earnest 

about her spiritual life. When she learned about the arrival of the 

ship she was glad, for she wanted to buy a small serving maid for 
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herself. She thought to herself, ‘I will take her into my home and bring her up in my way of life so that 

she knows nothing of the evils of the world.’ So she sent and enquired of the master of the ship and 

found that he had two small girls who he thought would suit her.   Whereupon she gladly paid the price 

and took one of the children into her house.  

The ship’s master went away. He had not gone very far when there met him 

the leader of a dancing troupe who saw the other small girl with him and 

wanted to buy her; the price was agreed and paid, and he took her away 

with him. Now take a look at God’s mystery; see what his judgment was. 

Which of us could give any judgment about this case? The holy virgin took 

one of these little ones to bring her up in the fear of God, to instruct her in 

every good work, to teach her all that belongs to the monastic state and all 

the sweetness of holy commandments of God. The other unfortunate child 

was taken for the dancing troupe, to be trained in the works of the devil. 

What effect would teaching her this orgiastic dancing have, but the ruin of 

her soul? What can we have to say about this frightful judgment? Here were 

two little girls taken away from their parents by violence. Neither knew 

where they came from; one is found in the hands of God and the other falls into the hands of the devil. It 

is possible to say that what God asks from the one he asks also from the other? Surely not! Suppose they 

both fell into fornication or some other deadly sin; is it possible that they both face the same judgment or 

that their fall is the same? How does it appear to the mind of God when one learns about the Judgment 

and about the Kingdom of God day and night, while the other unfortunate knows nothing of it, never 

hears anything good but only the contrary, everything shameful, everything diabolical? How can he allow 

them to be examined by the same standard?”   (DISCOURSES AND SAYINGS, pp 133-134) 

St Dorotheos goes on to warn against judging 

others because we don’t always know their life 

story and the causes of their evil behavior. He 

also tells us we need to pay attention to our own 

lives, and to what we have been given as 

Christians and what we have done with what was 

given to us. God’s final judgment of us will be 

based not on whether we sinned less than others, 

but on what we did with what we were given – 

resources, talents, wealth, opportunities, or 

limitations. Holy Week calls us to remember how 

we will be judged so we can now change our 

lives. 

 

Holy Tuesday (2015) 

Posted on April 7, 2015 by Fr. Ted  
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While Holy Week reminds us we will face the judgment of God, we 

are also reminded that God’s judgment of us is not God’s reaction to 

us; rather, God acts consistently toward us – always in love.  God is 

love, it is not just what God does but who God is.  Judgment will be 

how we relate to God’s love.  All of Great Lent has been a call to 

become charitable – to become godlike! Created in God’s image, we 

are to be godlike in our lives. 

“It is not (the way of) the compassionate Maker to create rational 

beings in order to deliver them over mercilessly to unending affliction 

(in punishment) for things of which He knew even before they were 

fashioned, (aware how they would turn out when He created them – 

and whom (nonetheless) He created. All the more since the 

foreplanning of evil and the taking of vengeance are characteristics of 

the passions of created beings, and do not belong to the Creator. For 

all this (characterizes) people who do not know or who are unaware of 

what they are doing or thinking when something has happened with 

us (human beings), for as a result of some matter that has occurred 

unexpectedly to them they are incited by the vehemence of anger to take vengeance. Such action does 

not belong to the Creator who, even before the cycle of the 

depiction of creation had been portrayed, knew of all that 

was before and all that was after in connection with the 

actions and intentions of rational beings.” (St. Isaac of 

Nineveh – 7th Century, THE SECOND PART, p 165) 

If we conceive of judgment as being God’s reaction to us, St. 

Isaac says we misunderstand God.  God is love and always 

acts toward us lovingly.  How we react to God’s unchanging 

nature is where judgment occurs. 

St. Isaac says vengeance and retribution are done by those 

whose will is being thwarted. God has no such fear regarding 

His will, and so is not motivated by retribution when He 

judges us. God’s judgment is not comparable to how we 

humans judge, but a totally different reality. God reveals His 

judgment of humanity on the Cross! Holy Week, the week in 

which God deals with human sin and rebellion contains the 

most astounding surprise as God reveals His plan for dealing 

with evil on earth. 

 

  

http://orthodoxwiki.org/Isaac_of_Syria
http://orthodoxwiki.org/Isaac_of_Syria
http://www.amazon.com/Isaac-Nineveh-Syrian-Christianorum-Orientalium/dp/9068317091/ref=sr_1_4?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1425071569&sr=1-4&keywords=isaac+of+nineveh
https://farm4.staticflickr.com/3949/15430873258_010e6cca33_n.jpg%5b/img%5d%5b/url%5d
https://farm9.staticflickr.com/8273/8708902806_e2f72ec03f_n.jpg%5b/img%5d%5b/url%5d


Christ’s Passion Dawns as a Saving Light 

Posted on April 7, 2015 by Fr. Ted  

Today Christ’s holy passion dawns upon the world as a saving light. 

For He comes of His goodness to suffer. 

 

He who holds all things in His hand 

consents to be hung upon the wood in order to save mankind. 

(Kathisma Hymn, Holy Monday) 

 

Holy Wednesday (2015) 

Posted on April 8, 2015 by Fr. Ted  

We know this week – Holy Week – is about our salvation. God does His part of the equation which 

brings about our salvation. God deals with sin, separation, alienation, isolation, and death, not to 

mention also dealing with Satan and Hades itself. 
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“This is what the Scriptures bring (to our attention) and 

remind us of, as has frequently been shown by us in sound 

expositions above, namely, that God is not one who 

requites evil, but He sets aright evil: the former is the 

characteristic of evil people, while the latter is 

characteristic of a father. (Scripture) shows Him as if He is 

bringing good and evil by way of requital, whereas His 

purpose is not in fact this, but to instill in us love and awe, 

so that by the latter we might make our conduct chaste, 

while, by means of love, we might grow in excellency of 

understanding. 

If this were not the case, what resemblance does Christ’s 

coming have with the deeds of the generations which were 

prior to it? Does this immense compassion seem to you to be a retribution 

for those evil deeds? Tell me, if God is someone who requites (evil), and He 

does what He does by means of requital, what commensurate requital do 

you see here, O man? Show me. 

So let us not attribute to God’s actions and His dealings with us any idea 

of requital. Rather, (we should speak of) fatherly provision, a wise 

dispensation, a perfect will which is concerned with our good, and 

complete love. If it is a case of love, then it is not one of requital, and if it is 

a case of requital, then it is not one of love. Love, when it operates, is not 

concerned with the requiting of former things by means of its own good 

deeds or correction; rather, it looks to what is most advantageous in the 

future: it examines what is to come, and not things 

that are past.”   (St. Isaac of Nineveh – 7th Century, 

THE SECOND PART, p 170) 

God’s plan to triumph over evil involves not the destruction of earth, not the death 

of all sinners, not punishment for all who rebel against His love, but instead involves 

His own death on the cross. God takes upon Himself the sin of the world for God is 

love and He continues to act toward us according to His own nature. This is why 

Holy Week should bring us to compete humility and gratitude, and repentance for 

rebelling against such a good, merciful and loving Creator. 

 

Holy Thursday (2015) 

Posted on April 9, 2015 by Fr. Ted  

Christianity is a religion of both anticipation and fulfillment. The Old Testament anticipates the New. Our 

life in the Church anticipates our life in the Kingdom of God which is to come. 
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“When the disciples asked Christ 

where they should prepare the 

Passover meal, they were of course 

talking about the Jewish Passover. 

And that was what they prepared. 

‘Whereas our Passover, the 

Christian Passover, has been 

prepared by Christ. And He has not 

only prepared it, but He Himself 

has become the Passover.’ At the 

Last Supper, Christ celebrated both 

the Jewish and the Christian 

Passover, ‘both the Passover that was the type and the Passover that was the reality. Christ was doing 

exactly what an artist does when on the same canvas he first draws an outline and puts in the shading, 

and then adds the actual colors. At the very same table, He both sketched out the Passover that was a 

type and added in the true Passover.’ (St. John Chrysostom)”   (Hiermonk Gregorios, THE DIVINE 

LITURGY: A COMMENTARY IN THE LIGHT OF THE FATHERS, p 3) 

God had placed the first humans He created in a garden filled with luscious fruits to be eaten at will. 

Food was thus given as a way for us to commune with our Creator. At the last supper, we see fruit – the 

grape – now crushed into wine – 

being transfigured into the Blood of 

Christ.   The world crushes the grape 

to make wine; Christ uses the wine to 

restore us to health.   Food becomes 

communion with God again. 

“Before Christ was crucified, He 

celebrated the Divine Liturgy (c.f. Luke 

22:19-20) – the remembrance of His Passion on the Cross. And He commanded us to celebrate it in the 

same way: to recall those things that seem ‘to betoken weakness, namely the Cross, the Passion and 

death’.   Why, we may ask, when Christ said, ‘This is my Body, this is my Blood’, did He not add ‘…which 

raised the dead, which healed lepers’, but only ‘…which is broken for you, which is poured out for your 

sake’? Why does He not recall His miracles, but rather His Passion? ‘Because the Passion was more 

necessary than the miracles… His Passion is the very cause of our salvation…. Whereas the miracles took 

place in order that it might be believed that the Lord is truly the Savior.’ (St. Nicholas Cabasilas) Miracles 

are a confirmation of Christ’s divinity; the holy Passion offers us 

salvation and Christ the Savior.” (Hiermonk Gregorios, THE DIVINE 

LITURGY: A COMMENTARY IN THE LIGHT OF THE FATHERS, p 72) 

Salvation gives not just sanity to our minds, or eternity to our souls, 

it brings healing to our bodies as well. And not only to our bodies, 

but all of creation is transformed by the death and resurrection of 

Christ through whom the world was created and redeemed. 
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Christ Humbles Himself   Posted on April 9, 2015 by Fr. Ted  

Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others. Have this mind 

among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did not count 

equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied himself, taking the form of a servant, being born in 

the likeness of men. And being found in human form he humbled himself and became obedient unto 

death, even death on a cross. Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name 

which is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth 

and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 

Father.   (Philippians 2:4-11) 

 

The Lamb whom Isaiah proclaimed goes willingly to the slaughter. 

He gives His back to scourging, His cheeks to buffeting. 

 

He does not turn His face from the shame of spitting. 

He is condemned to a shameful death. 
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He who is sinless willingly submits to all, to grant to all the resurrection from the dead. 

(Matins hymn of Holy Thursday) 

 

 

Holy Friday (2015) 

Posted on April 10, 2015 by Fr. Ted  
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On Holy Friday, God’s plan for the salvation of the world is revealed. The 

mystery hidden from all eternity comes to light. And we see how God’s ways 

are not our ways.   St. Paul in his letter to the Romans shows how unlike the 

Roman Empire is God’s plan and Kingdom in dealing with enemies. The 

Roman Empire was the model of overwhelming government and military 

power to whom everyone had to submit.   The Empire was merciless to its 

enemies.   St. Paul in his letter to the Romans shows how God’s Kingdom is 

not of this world – for God deal with His enemies by dying on the cross for 

them. 

“[St. Paul’s Letter to the] Romans holds up the promise of reconciliation with 

those it has cast as unrighteous. In distinction to the Roman ideology of violence where the impious are 

conquered and vanquished by the divinely established Romans, Paul invokes the image of the Son who 

gives his life for the ungodly (5.6–9). There is no war to win peace, but a death for all. Jesus, though 

‘righteous’, dies for ‘sinners’ (5.8). Salvation from the wrath of God is not through obedience to laws and 

decrees, nor a pacifying war or threat of violence, but through the reconciling death of Jesus (5.8–9). … in 

Romans Paul places before his listeners’ eyes the image of self-sacrifice. Jesus gave himself unto death 

for others ‘while we were enemies’ 

(Rom. 5.10).   . . . 

Paul’s model of reconciliation 

inserts itself into such notions of 

the noble death. Christ dies for 

enemies, and gives himself though 

without fault to die for sinners, 

that they might be free from the 

bondage of sin and death. The 

strong giving himself for the weak, 

the righteous for the sinner, 

invokes again the reversal of normal expectations of the vanquished seeking reconciliation with the 

triumphant. Paul’s paradoxical motif of reconciliation reverses this honorific code and as such belongs to 

the other paradoxical notions of a defeat as triumph explored above. The peace that Jesus offers is not 

then the violent peace of Rome, but a peace based on grace and divine self-giving. Here, again, 

iconography is important. The force of the reversal Paul invokes gains its force from a clear view Paul can 

assume his listeners know from the signs of imperial presence all around them: pictures of the violent 

pacification of Rome’s enemies as a sign of the blessing of the gods.”   (Harry Maier, Picturing Paul in 

Empire: Imperial Image, Text and Persuasion in Colossians, Ephesians and the Pastoral Epistles, Kindle 

Location 1979-1988 and1999-2006) 

Even today people believe in military power as the only way to establish peace on earth. The Islamic 

State for example believes peace on earth is only possible when Islam has militarily conquered the rest 

of the world and established one world government – an Islamic state.  And some Americans as well 

seem to think our nation’s greatness lies only in its military strength.   Christianity on the other hand can 

point to the reality of its own history and how it conquered the seemingly all-powerful Roman Empire 

with the invincible weapon of the Cross.   There is a warfare which is not against flesh and blood “but 

against the principalities, against the powers, against the world rulers of this present darkness, against 
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the spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly 

places” (Ephesians 6:12). This is the victory 

which Christ secures on the cross. Christ testifies 

against those whose way is evil, which is why 

they hate Him (John 7:7) despite His love for 

them.   Christ willingly dies for the sins of those 

who make God their enemy (Romans 5:10), and 

He dies to save even these enemies from both 

sin and death. 

 

Repentance, prayer and fasting were the 

weapons of the early Church against the military 

might of the Roman Empire. Will we use them 

again in the world to defeat present day 

evil?   The victory we so need in the world is 

Christ’s, who has the power to overcome worldly powers as well as the powers of darkness. 

 

Holy Saturday (2015)   Posted on April 11, 2015 by Fr. Ted  

 

We come to the full circle of this eight day week. We experience the resurrection of Lazarus and the 

death of Christ on the Cross – knowing both to be signs of the Kingdom of God and the universal 

resurrection. We experience baptism in this week in which we ourselves put on Christ, overcoming 

death so that we can live with Christ. 
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St. Paul in his letter to the Romans says: 

“Do you not know that all of us who have been 

baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his 

death? We were buried therefore with him by 

baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised 

from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too 

might walk in newness of life. For if we have been 

united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly 

be united with him in a resurrection like his. We 

know that our old self was crucified with him so that 

the sinful body might be destroyed, and we might 

no longer be enslaved to sin. For he who has died is 

freed from sin. But if we have died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with him. For we know 

that Christ being raised from the dead will never die again; death no longer has dominion over him.” 

(Romans 6:3-9) 

On Holy Saturday we already begin to experience the victory of Christ. The Kingdom of heaven is 

breaking into this world, our world.  In Genesis 1, it is on Saturday that God creates humans.   It is on 

Holy Saturday that God recreates humanity, descending into Hades to free humankind from the ravages 

of death. 

A week ago on Saturday, with Christ resurrecting Lazarus,  we begin anticipating the resurrection of the 

dead at the end of time. With Christ’s death on the cross we experience the fulfillment of God’s plan to 

conquer evil by love. As we sing in the Church’s liturgy: 

“Those who buried themselves with Christ by baptism into death 

And risen with him, sing praises and cry out, saying: 

‘Where is your victory, O Death? Hades where is your sting? 

For the Lord is risen, the Life and Resurrection.”  

(Archbishop Hilarion Alfeyev, CHRIST THE CONQUEROR OF 

HELL, p 150) 

And so on Holy Saturday we in anticipation of life in the 

world to come celebrate the resurrection of our 

Savior.   Already we proclaim the resurrection Gospel lesson 

from Matthew 28. 

“Only God can save. In order to save man, he voluntarily 

‘lowered himself not only to mankind itself, but to the very 

depths of human fallenness, to the very last degree of 

disintegration – unto death itself.’ For death is inextricably 

tied with sin: it enslaves a person to sin and engulfs one in 

one’s own self-interest, forcing one to fight for one’s own 

survival, often sacrificing the lives of others. Not being 
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involved in sin, the incarnate God took on death, a result of sin, breaking the vicious cycle of sin and 

death. ‘In a world in which the battle for survival at the price of others has become a law, he showed 

death for others as the highest revelation of love. When this highest manifestation of love was 

accomplished by God himself, a truly new life entered the world.’ (John Meyendorff)”    (Archbishop 

Hilarion Alfeyev, CHRIST THE CONQUEROR OF HELL, p 186) 

Christ, the incarnate God, comes to earth precisely to save humanity 

from the power of sin. 

“Searching for fallen Adam but not finding him on Earth, the incarnate 

God entered the depths of hell to redeem him. This image is reminiscent 

of the parable of the lost sheep and the drachma. As in many hymns of 

the octoechos, the universal character of Christ’s redemption—not for 

one category of people but for all of mankind and every human being – 

is stressed. They also speak of Christ’s resurrecting the dead, described 

as an ‘emptying’ of hell by the risen Lord…”     (Archbishop Hilarion 

Alfeyev, CHRIST THE CONQUEROR OF HELL, p 188) 

Christ comes for the salvation of the world. He dies on the cross so that 

we might each and all might receive the forgiveness of our sins and 

inherit life in the world to come. We celebrate this salvation in Holy 

Week in and through baptism and the Eucharist. 

“Any time is right for salvation by baptism: whether it is day, night, a 

particular hour, or an instant. But the best time is one that shares the 

spirit of new birth. What time could be more suitable than the day of Easter? For that is the day that 

commemorated the Resurrection—and it is baptism that facilitates our own resurrection. On the day of 

the Resurrection, therefore, let us receive the grace of resurrection.” (St. Basil the Great – d. 379AD, ON 

FASTING AND FEASTS, p 42) 
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