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Finding the Hidden Lord 

ON NOVEMBER 15, 2018 BY FR. TED IN CHRIST, CHRISTIANITY, NATIVITY OF CHRIST, ORTHODOX 

CHURCH, ORTHODOXY 

Today in Orthodoxy we begin the 

Nativity Season.  Of course, in Orthodoxy the 

season begins with a fast that lasts 40 days and 

40 nights.  All around us, cultural Christmas is 

gearing up its shopping season with sales, 

Christmas decorations and sweet treats.  We 

are supposed to stand with Christ. 

St. Mark the Ascetic writes: 

The Lord is hidden in His own commandments, 

and He is to be found there in the measure that He is sought.   (The Philokalia, Kindle Loc. 3420-21) 

Looking to gift wrap, presents, festal deserts and 

Christmas decorations will not help us find Christ.  He 

is hidden in His commandments.  So we need to seek 

the Gospel commandments of Christ to find Christ 

this Christmas season.  He will be found in those 

commandments to that degree that we seek Him.  If 

we seek first 

the Kingdom 

of God, we will 

find Christ 

first.  If He is 

last on our list, He will be hard to find. 

If we believe He is Lord, we will seek His commandments to do 

His will, and then we will find him.  To keep His commandments, 

we have to know what they are and where to find them.   Time to 

read the Gospels and go to church.   This is the first day of the 

Nativity Season and Fast.  We are just beginning the search. 

As St. Maria of Paris said on the verge of World War II, living as a Russian refugee in 

France having fled the Bolshevik revolution : 

“... we must not allow Christ to be overshadowed by any regulations, or even any 

piety.  Ultimately Christ gave us two commandments: on love for God and love for 

people.  There is no need to complicate them, and at times to supplant them by pedantic 

rules.  As for Christ, he is not testing us at present by our deprivations, by our exile, or by 

the loss of our accustomed framework.  He is testing us – when we find ourselves 

deprived of our previous living conditions and our way of life, when we are granted our 
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awe-inspiring freedom – to see whether we can find him there, where earlier we had never thought to 

seek him.”  (Pearl of Great Price: the Life of Mother Maria Skobtsova, p 73) 

 

The Entry of the Theotokos into the Temple (2018) 

ON NOVEMBER 20, 2018 BY FR. TED IN CHRISTIANITY, ENTRY OF THE THEOTOKOS INTO THE 

TEMPLE, INCARNATION, ORTHODOX CHURCH, ORTHODOXY, PATRISTIC, THEOTOKOS 

On November 21 each year we celebrate the feast of 

the The Entry of the Theotokos into the Temple.  The 

event itself is not found in the Scriptures of the Church, 

but represents a theological understanding of  what 

salvation in Christ means for the world and for each of 

us.  St. Gregory Palamas writing in the 14th Century writes 

of the Virgin Theotokos in this way: 

By heeding the evil counsel of the pernicious angel, man 

transgressed the divine commandments, was shown to be 

unworthy, forfeited the pledge, and interrupted God’s 

plan. God’s grace, however, is unalterable and His purpose 

cannot prove false, so some of man’s offspring were 

chosen, that, from among many, a suitable receptacle for 

this divine adoption and grace might be found, who would serve God’s will perfectly, and would be 

revealed as a vessel worthy to unite divine and human nature in one person, not just exalting our nature, 

but restoring the human race. 

The holy Maid and Virgin Mother of God was this vessel, 

so she was proclaimed by the Archangel Gabriel as full of 

grace (Lk. 1:28), being the chosen one among the 

chosen, blameless, undefiled and worthy to contain the 

person of the God-Man and to collaborate with Him. 

Therefore God pre-ordained her before all ages, chose 

her from among all that had ever lived, and deemed her 

worthy of more grace than 

anyone else, making her the 

holiest of saints, even before her mysterious childbearing. For that reason, 

He graciously willed that she should make her home in the Holy of Holies, 

and accepted her as His companion to share His dwelling from her childhood. 

He did not simply choose her from the masses, but from the elect of all time, 

who were admired and renowned for their piety and wisdom, and for their 

character, words and deeds, which pleased God and brought benefit to all. 

(The Homilies, p. 469) 

Two hymns for the Feast of the Entry of the Theotokos into the Temple: 
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Today is the preview of the good will of God, of 

the preaching of the salvation of mankind. The 

Virgin appears in the temple of God, in 

anticipation proclaiming Christ to all. Let us 

rejoice and sing to her: Rejoice, O Divine 

Fulfillment of the Creator’s 

dispensation (Troparion). 

The most pure Temple of the Savior, the precious 

Chamber and Virgin, the Sacred Treasure of the 

Glory of God, is presented today to the house of the Lord. She brings with her the grace of the Spirit, 

which the angels of God do praise. Truly this woman is the Abode of Heaven!(Kontakion). 

 

God Conceived of Mary Before the World was Made 

ON NOVEMBER 21, 2018 BY FR. TED IN CHRISTIANITY, ENTRY OF THE THEOTOKOS INTO THE 

TEMPLE, INCARNATION, ORTHODOX CHURCH, ORTHODOXY, SALVATION, THEOTOKOS 

It is obvious that the Feast of the Entry of the Theotokos into the 

Temple is a very theological feast in Orthodoxy.  Few historians 

would give it any factual credibility and recently even some 

Orthodox scholars acknowledge its importance is far more 

theological than historical.  It is a theological meditation on the 

incarnation of God, and all of the events which led to the 

incarnation.  Many Orthodox writers and saints through the 

centuries have treated it as a historical event, but that isn’t what 

makes the Feast significant. 

So consider somethings we can glean from this Feast as well as 

from other Feasts of the Theotokos and the Lord: 

Long before Mary was conceived on earth, God had conceived of 

her – for God’s plan for all humanity involved the 

incarnation,  which means it required a woman to be mother to 

the God who entered into the world.  God conceived of a Mary,  chose motherhood and willed her 

existence before the world was made.  Before God created anything, God 

knew the need for a mother, Mary, to fulfill His plan for humanity.  From all 

eternity God knew what was needed for our salvation.  The incarnation is 

not an after thought, a reaction to sin, but rather the plan hidden from all 

eternity revealed in Jesus Christ(Ephesians 3:9-13, Colossians 1:25-27).  If 

there was to be an incarnation in which God became fully human, there 

had to be a mother in which the incarnation would occur. 

God knew His plan of salvation, knew He needed a mother to make the 

incarnation possible, and God planned this salvation before Mary was ever 

born. 
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Mary, for her part, carried the Word of God in herself long before she conceived God in her womb.  She 

heard God’s Word growing up in a pious Jewish family, and so was prepared to recognize God’s voice 

and to obey God’s Word. 

Mary longed for God’s Word with all her heart, which is why she found favor in the eyes of God and why 

she was chosen to be the mother of God’s son.  God saw His plan for the salvation of humanity realized 

in a woman who was capable of being the Mother of God.  Mary is, after all, the one conceived of by 

God to bring His plan of salvation to fruition.  She is the one God needed to carry God’s Word on 

earth.  She is the temple God wished for Himself to dwell on earth from the beginning. 

As it turns out, the temple in Jerusalem was a mere 

foreshadowing of Mary who became the temple of God 

on earth, the one in whom heaven was united with 

earth to become the dwelling place of God.  The feast 

of the Entry is thus much more a celebration of what 

happened theologically, than what happened 

historically.  The temple was real and historical, and 

Mary is real and historical.  Their relationship is a 

theological truth to which the Feast draws our 

attention. 

And for those who believe in  God and God’s plan for our salvation – we are God’s people, God’s 

vineyard.  God plants His vineyard, cultivates and nurtures it, so that it would bear fruit for Him.  God 

chose His people and for centuries prepared them to be the location for His dwelling on earth.  Mary is 

the choice fruit of God’s vineyard.  She is the best product of God’s people, for in her God’s plan is 

fulfilled, and brought to fruition.  God comes to dwell in His people, and begins that in the Virgin’s 

womb.  The Feast of the Entry is simply making for us the connection between God, the temple and our 

salvation. 

We fulfill our task by completing the words of our Lord 

Jesus: 

Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit 

by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, 

unless you abide in me. I am the vine, you are the 

branches. He who abides in me, and I in him, he it is that 

bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing. If 

a man does not abide in me, he is cast forth as a branch 

and withers; and the branches are gathered, thrown into 

the fire and burned. If you abide in me, and my words 

abide in you, ask whatever you will, and it shall be done 

for you.   (John 15:4-7) 

We should ask ourselves, on his Feast Day, what am I going to do today that is distinctively 

Christian?  What am I going to do today that non-believers aren’t going to do or can’t do or won’t do? 

As Christians we need to think in those terms. 
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Like the Virgin Mary, we too have a distinct vocation in the 

world.  We are God’s chosen people.  It is up to us to hear God’s 

Word and incarnate that Word in our hearts and minds, in our lives, 

in our homes and families and in our parish community, so that the 

rest of the world has a chance to hear God’s Word and see God’s 

light. 

We are the living temple of God and when we live our faith, others in 

the world are given opportunity to find God as well. 

 

The Nativity Fast: Why Humility is Essential 

ON NOVEMBER 27, 2018 BY FR. TED 

IN CHRISTIANITY, CHRISTMAS, CONFESSION, DESERT FATHERS, NATIVITY OF CHRIST, ORTHODOX 

CHURCH, ORTHODOXY, PATRISTIC 

If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 

And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so 

as to remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. If I give away all I have, and if I deliver my body 

to be burned, but have not love, I gain nothing.  (1 Corinthians 13:1-3) 

Orthodox asceticism always presents us with a serious 

challenge to our tendency to oversimplify religion.  On 

the one hand, it seems to argue for nothing except 

absolute obedience to rules as THE way to follow 

Christ.  On the other hand, it reveals that strict obedience 

not only is a vacuity but is spiritually dangerous for it 

deceives us about its purpose.  As we continue on the 

spiritual sojourn of the Nativity Fast, we can think about 

the purpose of fasting and self-denial. 

The same amma also said “it is neither spiritual discipline 

nor vigil nor diverse toil  that saves us if there be not genuine humble-mindedness. For there was a 

solitary driving off demons and he used to examine them: 

‘What makes you come out? Is it fasting?’ 

They would say: ‘We neither eat nor drink.’ ‘ 

Vigil?’ he would say – 

and they: ‘We do not sleep.’ ‘ 

Withdrawal from the world?’ 

And they would say: ‘We exist in the deserts.’ 

‘What then makes you come out?’ 
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and they would say: ‘Nothing conquerors us other than humble-mindedness.’ Do you see that humble 

mindedness is victorious against demons?” (Amma Theodora, Give Me a Word: The Alphabetical Sayings 

of the Desert Fathers, p. 129) 

 St Mary of Egypt 

The spiritual victory over the demons does not occur in the 

desert, or in monasteries but in the humble of heart.   As the 

demons honestly (!) answer – just like monks, they don’t eat, 

they don’t sleep, and they don’t live in luxurious cities with 

every cosmopolitan amenity [so those who think the city is the 

playground for demons might be surprised to learn the 

demons don’t live in the cities but in the deserts!].  It isn’t 

strict ascetical practice which defeats demons, but humility. 

If asceticism simply means being obedient to rules of self-denial, then monks are simply behaving like 

demons.  The real warfare for monks as for all Christians is to nurture and develop humility – a humble 

heart.   For the demons neither have humility nor can they abide in the humble heart for that humble 

heart is the abode of God! 

For thus says the high and lofty One who inhabits eternity, whose name is Holy: “I dwell in the high and 

holy place, and also with him who is of a contrite and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble, 

and to revive the heart of the contrite.”  (Isaiah 57:15) 

Lent, especially Christmas Lent, cannot be reduced to 

keeping strict rules of food fasting.  For its goal is to 

prepare the humble heart in which the Lord Jesus can 

come and abide.  What cleanses our heart is humility, 

which is the goal not only of Lent and asceticism but of 

the sacrament of confession as well. 

“Every genuine  confession humbles the soul. When it 

takes the form of thanksgiving, it teaches the soul that 

it has been delivered by the grace of God. When it takes the form of self-accusation, it teaches the soul 

that it is guilty of crimes through its own deliberate indolence. 

Confession takes two forms. According to the one, we give thanks for blessings received; according to the 

other, we bring to light and examine what we have done wrong. We use the term confession both for the 

grateful appreciation of the blessings we have received through divine favor, and for the admission of 

the evil actions of which we are guilty. Both forms produce humility. For he who thanks God for blessings 

and he who examines himself for his offences are both humbled. The first judges himself unworthy of 

what he has been given; the second implores forgiveness for his sins.”   (St. Maximos the Confessor,  THE 

PHILOKALIA,Kindle Loc. 18272-80) 
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The Door Through Which Christ Passed 

ON NOVEMBER 28, 2018 BY FR. TED IN CHRIST, CHRISTIANITY, ENTRY OF THE THEOTOKOS INTO THE 

TEMPLE, ORTHODOX CHURCH, ORTHODOXY, PATRISTIC, THEOTOKOS 

Behold, I stand at the door and knock; if any one hears my voice and opens 

the door, I will come in to him and eat with him, and he with 

me.   (Revelation 3:20) 

“The door through which Christ passed in order to come into the world was 

his love for man.  It is this divine love that St Symeon the New 

Theologian addresses, asking that it may be for us too a door bringing 

Christ close to us: 

‘O divine love, where are you holding 

Christ?  Where are you hiding Him? 

…  Open even to us, unworthy though we 

are, a little door, that we may see Christ 

who suffered for us…  Open to us, since you have become the Door to 

His manifestation in the flesh; you have constrained the abundant and 

unforced compassion of our Master to bear the sins of us all…  Make 

your home in us, that for you the Master may come and visit us in our 

lowliness, as you go before us to meet Him.’ 

The door of love through which Christ passed in order to come into the 

world was opened by the Mother of God.  Her holiness attracted divine 

mercy to the human race.  Through her ministry in the mystery of the 

divine economy, the Mother of God became the ‘Gate that faces east’ 

(cf Ezek 46:1, 12); the ‘Gate that looks towards the east’  from which 

life dawned for men and scattered the darkness of death.” 

(Hieromonk Gregorios, THE DIVINE LITURGY , p 36) 
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The Faith of a Physicist: The Incarnation 

ON DECEMBER 5, 2018 BY FR. 

TEDIN CHRIST, CHRISTIANITY, CHRISTMAS, INCARNATION, NATIVITY OF 

CHRIST, ORTHODOX CHURCH, ORTHODOXY 

  Christ the Divine Wisdom 

“Yet the redeemer is not a gnostic Christ imparting the secrets of divine 

wisdom, who could indeed be a heavenly figure in human disguise.  The 

mystery of our redemption is something altogether deeper than that.  It 

proceeds, not from the 

outside by illumination, but 

from the inside by 

participation.  We need transformation, not 

information.  That is why docetisim is so totally 

unacceptable to Christian thought.  The Saviour must be 

truly and fully human.  In Gregory of Nazianzus‘ famous 

words, ‘what is not assumed is not redeemed.’  A heavenly 

figure could be of no redemptive  significance for us.  We 

should have no share in him.”   (John Polkinghorne, THE 

FAITH OF A PHYSICIST, p 136) 

 

Learning the Skill of Charity 

ON DECEMBER 7, 2018 BY FR. TED 

IN CHARITY, CHRISTIANITY, CHRISTMAS, NATIVITY OF CHRIST, ORTHODOX 

CHURCH, ORTHODOXY 

One person has the skill to hammer brass into the 

most exquisite shapes and to engrave elaborate 

patterns on to it. 

Another has the skill to make furniture, joining together different pieces of 

wood so firmly that no one can 

break them apart. A third 

person can spin the finest yarn, 

while a fourth weaves it into 

cloth. 

A fifth craftsperson can lay stones one on top of the other 

to build walls, while a sixth puts a roof on top of the walls 

to make a house. Indeed there are so many different 

skills, each one requiring many years to attain, that it 

would be impossible to list them all. 
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So what is the skill that rich people should acquire? They do not need to fashion brass or wood, or to 

build houses. Rather, they must learn how to use their wealth well, to the good of all the people around 

them. The ordinary craftsperson may think that that is an easy skill to learn. On the contrary, it is the 

hardest skill of all. It requires both great wisdom and great moral strength. Look at how many rich 

people fail to acquire it, and how few practice it to perfection. 

(St. John Chrysostom, On Living Simply, p. 14) 

 

Every Day Should Be Thanksgiving Day 

ON DECEMBER 9, 2018 BY FR. TEDIN CHRISTIAN, EUCHARIST, ORTHODOX, ORTHODOX 

CHURCH, ORTHODOXY, THANKSGIVINGEDIT 

Then as He entered a certain village, there met Him ten men who were 

lepers, who stood afar off. And they lifted up their voices and said, 

“Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!” 

So when He saw them, He said to them, “Go, show yourselves to the 

priests.” And so it was that as they went, they were cleansed. And one 

of them, when he saw that he was healed, returned, and with a loud 

voice glorified God, and fell down on his face at His feet, giving Him 

thanks. And he was a Samaritan. So Jesus answered and said, “Were 

there not ten cleansed? But where are the nine? Were there not any 

found who returned to give glory to God except this foreigner? And He said to him, “Arise, go your way. 

Your faith has made you well.”   (Luke 17:12-19) 

In this Gospel lesson we learn about something that Jesus 

values.  Something He expects to find in us.  What is it? 

Gratitude 

Jesus values a heart that is grateful for the blessings it has 

received. 

St. Paul exhorts us to give thanks in every circumstance (1 

Thessalonians 5:18).  Yet, we often wonder how that is 

possible.  The ancients believed it possible because they saw 

gratitude as well as happiness as a choice we make in life, not a 

response to circumstances.  They cultivated happiness and 

gratitude in their inner selves so that they could have them no 

matter what circumstance they found themselves in.  For us on 

the other hand, we seem to think that happiness and thankfulness come to us from outside 

ourselves.  Thus we blame friends, family, spouses, neighbors, and country when we aren’t happy.  We 

somehow imagine it the job of everyone else to make us happy.  In the ancient world, they knew better 

than that.  They knew the truth that happiness and gratitude were a chosen way of life, not dependent 
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on circumstances.  Despite all our advances is science and 

technology, the ancients still knew things we do not.  No 

wonder drug abuse and addiction are so prevalent in our 

culture.  We are demanding the external world make us happy 

and thankful.  We see ourselves as the victim of circumstances, 

rather than doing the hard work to chose happiness and 

gratitude as how we want to live and be. 

Our God wants us to have an inner disposition of 

thankfulness.  That is one of of our tasks in life.  Be people who 

chose gratitude and happiness as your perspective on the 

world rather than a reaction to what is happening. 

Gratitude means to be thankful for what we have received.  In 

Luke 17:12-19, 9 of the 10 lepers who were healed did not stop 

and give thanks to Christ.  All ten found their voice when they wanted to request something, but only 

one thought it right to come back and give thanks. 

They lacked the virtue of gratitude. 

Sadly, giving thanks does not occur automatically even when we 

receive what we want.  All day long most of us are receiving some 

things that we want, yet we are not thankful for these things.  We 

don’t thank everyone who gives us what we want.  We fail to be 

thankful if we have any food to eat, or a bed to sleep on  or clothes 

to wear.   We take it for granted that there should be heat in the 

buildings and running water and paved roads and the trash 

removed.   We want these things, and when we get them, we feel no 

gratitude.  Thankfulness is not an automatic human response, we 

have to cultivate it. 

Disciples of Christ are to be thankful people. We are to be thankful for everything, even for the things 

we pay for and  also in the times when things fail us. 

In the Gospels, we see Jesus Himself giving thanks: 

Just before feeding the thousands when He multiplied the loaves and 

fishes in    Matthew 15:36: 

he took the seven loaves and the fish, and having given thanks he 

broke them and gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave 

them to the crowds. 

Just before raising His friend Lazarus from the dead in John 11:41-42: 

So they took away the stone. And Jesus lifted up his eyes and said, 

“Father, I thank thee that thou hast heard me. I knew that thou 

hearest me always, but I have said this on account of the people 

standing by, that they may believe that thou didst send me.” 
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Christ gave thanks to His Father for the things His Father had 

hidden and for the things He had revealed in Matthew 11:25-

26: 

At that time Jesus declared, “I thank you, Father, Lord of 

heaven and earth, that you have hidden these things from the 

wise and understanding and revealed them to babes; yes, 

Father, for such was your gracious will. 

And of course, and perhaps most famously, Jesus gave thanks 

at the Last supper, Matthew 26:27: 

And he took a cup, and when he had given thanks he gave it to them, saying, “Drink of it, all of you; for 

this is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

Jesus knew he was going to be murdered.  And 

on that very night in which he knew he was to 

be betrayed, arrested, denied, tortured and 

executed, he still sat with His disciples and gave 

thanks to God! 

In imitation of Christ we too give thanks for 

everything.  “Eucharist” means thanksgiving, we 

thank God for that night in which Jesus was 

tortured and executed.  We join in with the disciples in receiving Christ’s Eucharist at each and every 

Divine Liturgy.  We participate in Christ’s thanksgiving. 

Sixty-seven times some form of the word “thanks” appears in the New Testament. 

Did the apostles only give thanks only because things were going good for them?  NO, they gave thanks 

in times of suffering as well. 

In Acts 5:41, we read: 

Then they left the presence of the council, rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suffer dishonor for 

the name. 

Think of St. Paul and how often he gives thanks to God even though constantly 

suffering.  In Every single letter of St Paul, he offers thanks. 

Acts 27:35-36 in the midst of shipwreck and sea disaster St Paul takes time to offer 

thanks: 

And when he had said this, he took bread, and giving thanks to God in the presence of 

all he broke it and began to eat. Then they all were encouraged and ate some food 

themselves. 
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Let your hearts and minds be filled not with 

complaints, criticisms and accusations against 

one another but rather be filled with 

thanksgiving, always for everyone and 

everything.    We should embrace the attitude 

expressed in the AKATHIST: Glory to God for 

All Things.   And we should remember the 

words of the Apostle Paul in Philippians 4:6: 

Have no anxiety about anything, but in 

everything by prayer and supplication with 

thanksgiving let your requests be made known 

to God. 

 

Old, Calendar Christmas 

ON DECEMBER 14, 2018 BY FR. TED  

The old priest was feeling his age as he turned to 

face the congregation and read the Gospel for the 

Christmas service.  He was weary, should have 

retired years ago, but had little incentive to do 

so.  His life had been the church, and he didn’t want 

to be left alone in his senescence.  His wife had 

passed away a few years ago.  He himself had 

survived cancer and chemo.  Now every day he felt 

the effects of the disease and the treatment and his 

many years – fatigue, his constant companion. 

As he pronounced the Peace before reading the Gospel he felt exhausted; he had no 

sermon prepared.  He doubted that it mattered.  They wouldn’t want a long sermon 

anyway as they wanted to get back to the warmth of their homes on this cold winter 

day to celebrate Christmas with their families.    Each person present had his or her own 

expectation about what they should get out of the Christmas service, each their own 

interpretation of the feast, each their own need this Christmas.  Christmas was so 

personalized with its message determined by each person, dictated by their own 

sentiment, or piety, or need.  Besides, they all had heard the Nativity narrative so many 

times, he knew better than to imagine they were paying attention to him. 

He had tried every year to find a Christmas message that pleased them.  He had heard every year what 

some wanted or expected from him on this holiday and what they didn’t like about his homily.   He 

wished just once he could please them all.  Maybe too big a miracle to hope for.  Besides at this point in 

his life he had said everything he had to say on the Feast, nothing new came to mind. 

https://frted.wordpress.com/2009/10/31/glory-to-god-for-all-things-ode-1-illustrated/
https://frted.wordpress.com/2009/10/31/glory-to-god-for-all-things-ode-1-illustrated/
https://frted.wordpress.com/2018/12/14/old-calendar-christmas/
https://frted.wordpress.com/author/bobosht/
https://farm2.staticflickr.com/1957/45234868191_df31695329_n.jpg


His eyes seemed blurry as he opened the newly donated Gospel book for the first 

time – a gift to the parish for the Nativity that year.  The gold cover was so pure, the 

colored lights from the Christmas tree in the nave danced on it. 

It crossed his mind that each person present would hear what they wanted from the 

Gospel lesson. 

“The reading is from the Gospel according to . . .” 

The pages were exquisitely colored, magnificently adorned with 

illustrations and illuminated with stunning calligraphy. 

He couldn’t seem to find the page. He blinked to try to clear 

away the haze on his dry eyes.  As he looked, behold, what was 

written in front of him said “the Gospel according to 

Peanuts”.  He turned the page only to see “the Gospel according 

to Jean Shepherd”,  and a few pages later according to Valentine Davies, and then according to Dr 

Seuss.   As he quickly flipped the pages he saw a Christmas story about Frosty, another 

about Rudolph, the Grinch, Scrooge, Snoopy and Santa.   He could not believe his eyes! 

The words of the text staring at him read: “’Twas the Night Before Christmas…” 

The congregants were looking expectantly at the priest.  It was after the all the advent of 

their favorite holiday. 

He was rapidly flipping pages until he had came to the back cover of the Gospel.  He 

stopped. 

There, stuck between the back matter and the cover was a flattened ball of paper – as if someone had 

written a bad idea, crumpled it up and stuck it in the back of the book, where it became crushed. 

Some of the congregants were embarrassed for the old priest, others were feeling 

impatient, wondering what the problem was.  Some thought the old man had lost 

his place again in the book, a few sniggered thinking he finally had lost his mind. 

 He clumsily unfolded the wadded paper.  It was badly tattered, and the script was 

faded almost to the point of being illegible.  When he flattened the time-worn paper, 

his eyes cleared and he recognized the hand and the words.  The mystery was 

revealed. 

Everyone was startled when for the first time, they heard the 

angel so clearly say: 

“Be not afraid; for behold, I bring you good news of a great joy 

which will come to all the people; for to you is born this day in the 

city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. “ 
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The Light of the Bethlehem Star is the Light God Spoke at the 

Beginning of Creation 

ON DECEMBER 15, 2018 BY FR. TED IN CHRIST, CHRISTMAS, NATIVITY 

OF CHRIST, NATIVITY OF CHRIST, ORTHODOX CHURCH, ORTHODOXY 

The Sunday of the Forefathers of Christ 

It sounds like a paradox that we should read from the Old Testament in 

order to discover in it the Face of Christ, and in a sense it is. But paradox 

is of the essence of the Christian mystery: the Increate, breaking into the 

creative act; the Infinite, giving number and measure to a finite world; 

the Timeless, yielding to the 

rhythm of days; the Divine, 

entering the family of men. 

The Book of Revelation teaches us that Christ shall be the 

Last. This demands that we recognize him as the First, for 

He is the eternal Word by whom all things were made “in 

the beginning.” And it is no mere coincidence that these 

three words are read in the first verse of Genesis, and in 

the first verse of the Gospel according to St. John. We 

reckon by years before Christ, B.C., and years of the Lord, 

A.D.; the years under the Law, and the years of grace; the 

Old Testament, and the New Testament. 

But the Incarnation is more than a serviceable 

time-divider. The light of the star which rose over 

Bethlehem is the same light that did shine through 

darkness on the first day of creation, unto the first 

man on earth, the fathers of the Old Law and the 

Gentiles, “every man coming into the world.” 

We have no right to curtail the 

total perspective of God’s 

revelation. We have been taught 

to behold the image of Christ in the luminous pages of the Gospel, but we are not 

therefore to neglect or to despise the rays which have guided the Forefathers and 

sustained their hope. It is always His Face we should recognize, glowing amidst the 

shadows of the remotest past, and His voice we should hear in the reading of the sacred 

page, in Moses or in the prophets, as well as, in the Gospels or in the apostolic writings. 

…and only under the intimate motion of the Spirit who first inspired Scripture, can we 

expect to discern the Face of our Christ shining amidst the shadows of the past, as it has 

secretly shone for the Forefathers.(Georges A. Barrois, The Face of Christ in the Old 

Testament, pp. 13-14, 44) 
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Making Excuses to God 

ON DECEMBER 16, 2018 BY FR. TED 

IN CHRIST, CHRISTMAS, NATIVITY OF 

CHRIST, ORTHODOX CHURCH 

  

Then the Lord Jesus told this parable:   “A 

certain man gave a great supper and invited 

many, and sent his servant at supper time to say to those who 

were invited, ‘Come, for all things are now ready.’ But they all with 

one accord began to make excuses. The first said to him, ‘I have 

bought a piece of ground, and I must go and see it. I ask you to 

have me excused.’ 

And another said, ‘I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I am going 

to test them. I ask you to have me excused.’ Still another said, ‘I 

have married a wife, and therefore I cannot come.’ So that servant 

came and reported these things to his master. 

Then the master of the house, being angry, 

said to his servant, ‘Go out quickly into the 

streets and lanes of the city, and bring in here 

the poor and the maimed and the lame and 

the blind.’ And the servant said, ‘Master, it is 

done as you commanded, and still there is 

room.’ Then the master said to the servant, 

‘Go out into the highways and hedges, and 

compel them to come in, that my house may 

be filled. ’For I say to you that none of those men who were invited shall taste my supper.’”  (Luke 14:16-

24) 

 

Archbishop Dimitri comments on the parable: 

The first said unto him, I have bought a piece of ground, and I 

must needs go and see it: I pray thee have me excused. And 

another said, I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I go to prove 

them: I pray thee have me excused. And another said, I have 

married a wife, and therefore I cannot come (vv. 18-20). 
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All three rather contemptuously disregard the generosity of 

the host, who cares for them and values their friendship. 

Their responses might be paraphrased, “Oh, I had intended 

to go, but something more important to me has come up.” 

The three excuses are meant to typify human concerns and 

priorities that, important as they may be in daily life, are 

nothing in relation to God’s love and care. The invitation 

and the response illustrate man’s neglect of what is of 

infinitely greater value to him – salvation and life eternal 

with God – than his earthly, perishable concerns. The Jews 

had been prepared for this final invitation by the events of their own history and by God’s speaking to 

them through the prophets, but since it did not offer improvement in their material concerns, they 

rejected it.  (The Parables, p. 128) 

 

What If You Planned a Party and No One Showed Up? 

ON DECEMBER 17, 2018 BY FR. TED 

IN CHARITY, CHRISTIAN, DISCIPLESHP, ORTHODOX CHURCH, ORTHODOXY 

You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and 

bear fruit and that your fruit should abide; so that whatever you ask the Father in 

my name, he may give it to you. This I command you, to love one another.  (John 

15:16-17) 

The Gospel lesson in  Luke 14:16-24 (**the text of the parable is at the bottom of 

this post) offers us  the parable of the man who planned a formal supper and sent invitations to those he 

really wanted to attend.  This lesson occurs at a time when Jesus offers some practical advice to His 

followers about proper behavior. 

In 14:7, the Gospel says Jesus told them a parable, yet what follows in 14:8-14 isn’t a parable at all, but 

direct advice in vs. 8-11 about how to behave humbly when invited to a wedding reception: not to sit 

down at the head table and then be asked to move because you don’t belong there, but rather to make 

oneself obscure and let the host invite you in front of everyone else to sit at an honored place.  The 

humble will be exalted, but the prideful will be brought low.   The text reads like an Emily Post etiquette 

manual. 

Next, in 14:12-14, Jesus advises his followers not to plan dinner parties with a guest list of people to 

whom you are indebted or people you want to make indebted to yourself.  Don’t invite friends and 

families who will then reciprocate and invite you to their dinner parties.  Rather, invite people who 

cannot repay you – the poor, needy, the homeless, the unemployed.  Here, Jesus is teaching from the 

point of view of the up-side-down Kingdom of Heaven.  You will be blessed by offering hospitality to 

those who can’t repay you in the Kingdom of Heaven. 

Immediately upon hearing Jesus teaching, someone shouted out: “Blessed is anyone who will eat bread 

in the kingdom of God!”   Perhaps it was one of the poor who realized that they would certainly benefit if 

the values of the Kingdom were lived in this world.  If we did on earth what is done in heaven, God’s will 
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would be done.   Maybe most of those listening to Jesus just sighed, thinking that you can’t really invite 

all these unwanted people to your dinners, because you are obligated to invite those who invite you.  We 

all go to such events, we put them on our calendars, even if we don’t really want to go because we feel 

the social or familial obligation.  Of course, then we are really being hypocrites but we don’t want that 

exposed either and usually force ourselves to go thinking it is politically correct. 

It is only at that point that Jesus tells the parable already mentioned in 

14:7.  The parable tells about a man who sent invitations to those he wanted to 

attend his special dinner party.  The supper is not open to just anyone, but is by 

invitation only.  What kinds of people do we invite to such parties?  Usually we 

invite friends and family members who have invited us to their dinners.  We 

owe them.  We also invite special friends and family members who we feel 

particularly honored to have them in our homes.  We feel some indebtedness to 

them when they grace us with their presence.  Perhaps we want to impress 

others with who is willing to attend our dinners.  We also may invite some we 

want to be indebted to us – people we hope will then feel obligated to reciprocate our invitation and will 

have to invite us to their parties.    The system of invitation to dinners becomes largely an exchange of 

paying off debts or indebting others to us.  It is all mutually self-serving. 

In our culture, parties and gift exchanges are often about maintaining a balance, everyone “owes” 

everyone else and you keep the peace and the balance by doing your part to equally pay back everyone 

else for their efforts.  Everyone is held indebted to everyone else by the feelings of reciprocal 

payments.   If we have a wedding, often the guest list is at least partially based on who invited us to their 

wedding.    Jesus challenges this system of social payback.  Even sinners know enough to do this for their 

friends and family (Luke 6:32-34), but the Kingdom people are to live by the values of the Kingdom not 

the social values of this world.  Just as Christ came to call the sick and sinners to Himself, we could do the 

same. 

Remember in Luke 14:12-14, Jesus has already 

given the direct teaching not to engage in this 

social mutual exchange, but rather to give freely 

to those who cannot repay you.  Give and expect 

to get nothing in return (Luke 6:35).  The 

blessedness of the Kingdom comes not in 

repaying others for the kindnesses they do to 

you, but to extending hospitality and grace and 

goodness to those who could never repay 

you.  Here Jesus is clearly saying, don’t behave 

just like everyone else.  Your behavior as citizens of the Kingdom has to be better than what any sinner 

would do.  Sinners will repay sinners expecting the same again. 

Now, the unexpected happens in Jesus’ parable.  The man carefully plans his invitation list, and invites 

only those he wants at this dinner – no doubt those he wants to impress or be impressed and those to 

whom he is socially indebted or whom he wants socially indebted to him.  But on the day of the big 

party, no one shows up. NOT ONE!  All have excuses about other things they would rather do (though 



claiming they needed to do them).    So, what do you do if you plan a dinner party and not one of the 

invited guests decides to come? 

Of course there is an initial reaction of anger, because you would feel betrayed, or dissed or 

embarrassed.    You wouldn’t want anyone else to know that absolutely no one showed up to your 

party.   The message is clear – no one wants to be indebted to you, no one wants reciprocal payment 

from you for what they gave you. 

For this man in the parable, there is a sudden realization that the 

whole system of mutual invitations which keeps the social 

structure together and keeps people at peace with one another 

because of mutual indebtedness has collapsed.  And though he 

initially feels angry, he doesn’t directly act against those who 

have offended him.  Instead he is moved to do what Jesus had 

taught we should do – he opens his party to the poor, the 

homeless, the unemployed, the undesirable.   He even goes 

further, just  to have every seat at the party filled, he drags in the dregs of the earth to feed 

them.  Whereas he wouldn’t have done that voluntarily, he does it  to show his invitees that he cares 

nothing about indebtedness to them or their indebtedness to him.    He won’t be held hostage by the 

values of the world but rather will live by the values of a different Kingdom.   Their rejection of his 

invitation has freed him to act according to totally different set of values.  And though God loves the 

cheerful giver, God can bless and accept our gifts to the poor even when our motives are muddied by our 

emotions. 

Or maybe he recognizes that all the proper social protocol of “gift 

exchanges” is ridiculous.  People on the high social plane keep 

repaying each other by attending their events even when they have 

no interest in them.  Social obligation becomes a burden which we 

hate.   The man is freed of such social obligations, now he can feed 

people who can’t provide food for themselves.  Instead of buying 

more gifts for people who already have everything they want, we 

give to those who really need something. 

Of course nothing that he did would endear him to those who 

rejected his invitation.  Perhaps they would even stop inviting him 

to their events if he was going to behave in such a crazy manner. 

The man in the  parable comes to understand what his wealth is for – not for feeding other wealthy 

people, not for giving to those who can easily provide for themselves, but for feeding those who have no 

access food and nowhere to go.  Those without money or social status, those who cannot repay him with 

more invitations to rich banquets.  He suddenly realizes what it is to be like God.  For God invites to His 

messianic banquet exactly those who cannot repay Him. 

  



**Luke 14:16-24 – 

Then He said to him, “A certain man gave a great supper and 

invited many, and sent his servant at supper time to say to those 

who were invited, ‘Come, for all things are now ready.’ But they 

all with one accord began to make excuses. The first said to him, 

‘I have bought a piece of ground, and I must go and see it. I ask 

you to have me excused.’ And another said, ‘I have bought five 

yoke of oxen, and I am going to test them. I ask you to have me 

excused.’ Still another said, ‘I have married a wife, and therefore 

I cannot come.’ So that servant came and reported these things 

to his master. Then the master of the house, being angry, said to 

his servant, ‘Go out quickly into the streets and lanes of the city, and bring in here the poor and the 

maimed and the lame and the blind.’ And the servant said, ‘Master, it is done as you commanded, and 

still there is room.’ Then the master said to the servant, ‘Go out into the highways and hedges, and 

compel them to come in, that my house may be filled. ’For I say to you that none of those men who were 

invited shall taste my supper.’” 

 

 

Christmas Lent 

ON DECEMBER 18, 2018 BY FR. TED 

IN CHRISTMAS, FASTING, NATIVITY OF CHRIST, NATIVITY OF 

CHRIST, ORTHODOX CHURCH, ORTHODOXY 

The American road to Christmas winds through mountains of 

parties, friends and family, festal foods and drink, baking and 

buying, social gatherings and gift exchanges (and also giving 

to charity – more money is given in America to charity in 

December than in any other month – 1/3 of the annual 

charity given in America occurs in December).  On the other hand, the Orthodox Church 1000 years 

before America was even conceived had carved a path through the desert to Christmas.  The pre-

Christmas season was meant to be quiet, prayerful, ascetical, preparatory, anticipatory and devoted to 

alms giving (these two ways at least have charitable giving in common!). 
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Living in America, we really have to stop and 

intentionally choose the Orthodox way to 

Christmas.  For the hubbub of the season will 

certainly capture our attention with all its sparkling 

lights and joyful music, while the quietness of 

Orthodoxy will be lost beneath the mounds of gifts, 

food  and seasonal dress.  Fr. John Behr comments 

on the Nativity Fast which is the Orthodox road to 

Christmas and preparation for the Feast:  

Lent is an intense 

period provided for us to focus again on what should be the content of 

every moment of our life – our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. He is the 

beginning, the middle, and the end of Lent because he is the Alpha and 

the Omega of all creation – the first word and the last word of life itself – 

who, again, for the joy set before him accepted the Cross so that we 

might live, so that we might taste this joy as we also begin living, not for 

ourselves, but for God and others. 

The transforming power offered to us in Lent doesn’t originate here below 

in the human realm where we muddle along with our eyes on the ground 

or closed in slothfulness or sleep. Lent is our chance to look up, to wake 

up, for our salvation is nearer now than when we first believed. As the 

first Christians said: Maranatha! Our Lord is coming!  (The Cross Stands 

While the World Turns, p. 32) 

The Feast we are preparing to celebrate is the birth of a 

man who was born in a cave because his family was too 

poor to afford other accommodations.  His family was 

forced to flee even their inadequate lodgings because of 

the threat of persecution and to become refugees in a 

foreign land.   So, St Photius the Great, writing in the 9th 

Century reminds us what Lent consists of –  

Fasting is acceptable to God when abstention from food 

is accompanied by refraining from sins, from envy, from 

hatred, from calumny, from vainglory, from wordiness, 

from other evils. He who is fasting the true fast that is agreeable to God ought to shun all these things 

with all his strength and zeal, and remain impregnable and unshakeable against all the attacks of the 

Evil one that are planned from that quarter. (The Homilies of Photius Patriarch of Constantinople, p. 227) 

  

https://www.svots.edu/cross-stands-while-world-turns-homilies-cycles-year
https://www.svots.edu/cross-stands-while-world-turns-homilies-cycles-year
https://orthodoxwiki.org/Photius_the_Great
https://www.amazon.com/Homilies-Photius-Patriarch-Constantinople-Introduction/dp/1532641389/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1541811434&sr=8-1&keywords=The+Homilies+of+Photius+Patriarch+of+Constantinople
https://farm8.staticflickr.com/7023/6489784231_3bf1741efc.jpg
https://farm8.staticflickr.com/7150/6489761247_599c551fe7.jpg
https://farm9.staticflickr.com/8364/8295855460_d5777b758e.jpg


Theotokos Enrollment for the Roman Taxes 

The Lenten practices of self-denial, humility, hunger, 

sojourning and feeling like exiles bring us much 

closer to the Holy Family and their condition at the 

first Christmas than do all of our parties and 

abundance. 

 

Charity: Building Your Home in Heaven 

ON DECEMBER 19, 2018 BY FR. TED IN CHARITY, CHRISTIAN, GOSPEL, ORTHODOX 

CHURCH, ORTHODOXY, PATRISTIC 

Furthermore, if now we expend boundless wealth in 

order to possess well-lighted and airy houses, building 

them with painful toil, reflect how we ought to spend 

our very bodies in building shining mansions for 

ourselves in heaven where that ineffable light is. 

Here, indeed, there are strifes and contentions about 

boundaries and walls, while there, there will be 

nothing of this: no envy, no malice, and no one will 

contend with us about the setting of boundaries. 

Moreover, we must leave behind completely this 

home here, while that other will remain with us 

forever. 

Then, too, this one must deteriorate in course of 

time, and must be the prey of countless 

destructive agencies, while that one must 

remain forever incorrupt. Besides, the poor man 

cannot build this one here, while it is possible to 

build that one for two oboli, as that well-known 

widow did. 

 

Therefore, I seethe with indignation because, when so 

many blessings lie in wait for us, we are lazy, we make 

little account of them, and make every effort to have 

splendid homes in this world. On the other hand, we are 

not concerned, we take no thought as to how we may 

possess even a little abode in heaven. 

(St. John Chrysostom, The Fathers of the Church: St. John 

Chrysostom Homilies on St. John Vol 2, pp. 94-95) 
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The Incarnation: So We Can See Christ 

ON DECEMBER 20, 2018 BY FR. TED 

IN BAPTISM, CHRISTIAN, CHRISTMAS, 

NATIVITY OF CHRIST, NATIVITY OF CHRIST, 

ORTHODOX CHURCH, ORTHODOXY, 

PATRISTIC 

For humility is the raiment of the Godhead. 

The Word Who became man clothed 

Himself in it, and therewith He spoke to us 

in our body. Every man who has been 

clothed with it has truly been made like 

unto Him Who came down from His own 

exaltedness, 

and hid the splendor of His majesty, and concealed His glory with humility, 

lest creation should be utterly consumed by the contemplation of Him. 

Creation could not look upon Him unless He took a part of it to Himself, and 

thus conversed with it, and neither could it hear the words of His mouth 

face to face. 

The splendour of His glory appeared on Mount Sinai; and the mountain 

smoked and quaked in fear of the revelation that was in it, so that even the 

beasts that approached the lower parts of it died. The sons of Israel made 

ready and prepared themselves, keeping themselves chaste for three days 

according to the command of Moses that they might 

be made worthy of hearing the voice of God, and of vision of His revelation. And 

when the time was come, they could not receive the vision of His light and the 

fierceness of the voice of His thunders. But now, when He has poured out His 

grace upon the world through His own coming, He has descended not in an 

earthquake, not in a fire, not in a terrible and mighty sound, but ‘as the rain upon 

a fleece, and rain-drops that fall upon the earth’ softly, and He was seen 

conversing with us after another fashion. 

This came to pass when, as though in a treasury, He concealed His majesty with 

the veil of His flesh, and among us spoke with us in that [body] which His own 

bidding wrought for Him out of the womb of the Virgin, even Mary the Theotokos. 

All this He did so that on beholding Him Who was of our 

race conversing with us, we should not be smitten with 

terror by the vision of Him. 

Wherefore every man has put on Christ when he is clothed 

with the raiment wherein the Creator was seen through 

the body that He put on. 

(St. Isaac the Syrian, The Ascetical Homilies of Isaac the 

Syrian, pp. 381-382) 
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Christmas for Christians: Eat, Drink & Be Merry? 

ON DECEMBER 21, 2018  CHRISTIAN, CHRISTMAS, FASTING, NATIVITY 

OF CHRIST, NATIVITY OF CHRIST, ORTHODOX CHURCH, ORTHODOXY 

It is undoubtedly true that there has always existed a temptation, even 

among Christians, to make food and clothing something much more 

than a simple response to the need to eat and be covered. 

In modern society, the public is bombarded with advertising designed 

to create an obsession with elaborate clothing and fancy foods. The 

average Christian accepts almost without question the standards (our 

“high standard of living”) with which such advertising indoctrinates 

him. (The advertising industry excuses itself by claiming that it merely reflects the demands of society.) 

Many Christians see no conflict between their excessive 

anxiety about food and clothing and their Christian 

principles. 

Some point out defensively that only the cults require 

simplicity and modesty, a radical change of lifestyle in 

response to their faith. (While it is true that many cults do 

demand denial or sacrifice of certain things, it is because, 

for them, those things are evil in themselves. In the 

Christian faith, it is the use to which things may be put 

that makes them evil.) 

In the early Church, a certain simplicity in all aspects of life was 

generally accepted by all Christians. It was only after the 

establishment of the Church as the state religion and the entry of 

whole populations into the Church that expectations and standards 

were lowered, and it 

became fairly common 

(and acceptable?) for 

Christians to indulge 

themselves in luxury and 

high living. The ideals taught by Christ and the Apostles, 

however, always remained in the Church’s conscience and 

manifested themselves in two notable ways: monasticism and 

the Great Fast (Lent). 

In both, the call to the simple life is of primary importance. In 

monasticism, men and women bore witness to the fact that it 

was possible, quite literally, to follow the teachings of Christ, 

no matter what society approved of. In Lent, all Christians were called back to the simple life, simple food 

and clothing, elimination of entertainments, and increased concentration on their relationship with God. 

(Bishop Dimitri, The Kingdom of God: The Sermon on the Mount, pp. 93-95) 
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Christ is God in the Flesh 

ON DECEMBER 22, 2018 BY FR. TEDIN CHRISTIANITY, CHRISTMAS, NATIVITY OF 

CHRIST, ORTHODOX CHURCH, ORTHODOXY, PATRISTIC 

“That is why when we have a new Adam who never grows old, “Who did no sin, neither 

was guile found in his mouth” (I Pet. 2:22), and whom we now possess as Father and 

forefather, Father of the age to come and prince of eternal life. He has taken away our 

sins and removed aging from our midst. This is Christ Jesus the Son of God, clothed in 

the flesh taken from the Virgin for our sake, the forefeast of whose birth we have begun 

to celebrate today, as we keep the commemoration of the Fathers who lived before and 

under the law, who shone forth on account of their 

virtue and godliness. Theirs were the prophecies and 

to them were the promises given, and from among 

them Christ was descended according to the flesh. 

He was born as we are, but of a Virgin that He might recreate us from 

what is our own, and, through holy baptism, renew us and make us 

once more capable of containing the grace of the divine Spirit, clothing 

in righteousness and true holiness the man created after God in 

Himself. He accomplished this righteousness and holiness in His own 

person, putting the evil one finally to shame, in spite of all sorts of 

attacks, rightly obeying his Father to the end and showing that 

obedience to Him procures resurrection and true life.” 

(St. Gregory Palamas, The Homilies, p. 448-449) 

 

 

The Ancestors of Christ the Lord 

ON DECEMBER 23, 2018 BY FR. TEDIN CHRISTIANITY, CHRISTMAS, GOSPEL, NATIVITY OF 

CHRIST, NATIVITY OF CHRIST, ORTHODOX CHURCH, ORTHODOXY, THEOTOKOS 
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On the Sunday before the Nativity of Christ, we read the 

Gospel of the genealogy of Christ found in Matthew 1:1-25. 

St. Gregory Palamas comments: 

“Although the Virgin, of whom Christ was born according to 

the flesh, came from Adam’s flesh and seed, yet, because of 

this flesh had been cleansed in many different ways by the 

Holy Spirit from the start, she was descended from those who 

had been chosen from every generation for their excellence. Noah, too, “a just man and perfect in his 

generation,” as the Scriptures say of him, was found worthy of this election. 

Observe also that the Holy Spirit makes it clear to such as 

have understanding that the whole of divinely inspired 

Scripture was written because of the Virgin Mother of God. It 

relates in detail the entire line of her ancestry, which begins 

with Adam, then Zerubbabel, those in between them and 

their ancestors, and goes up to the time of the Virgin Mother 

of God. By contrast, Scripture does not touch upon some 

races at all, and in the case of others, it makes a start at 

tracing their descent, then soon abandons them, leaving 

them in the depths of oblivion.  Above all, it commemorates 

those of the Mother of God’s forebears who, in their own lives and the deeds wrought by them, 

prefigured Christ, who was to be born of the Virgin. 

See how Noah clearly foreshadows Him Who was later to be born of the Virgin, 

for Whose sake the election was made. For Noah was shown to be the saviour, 

not of all the race of men in general, but of his own household, all of whom 

were saved through him. In the same way, Christ too, is the Saviour of the race 

of men, not of all men in general, but of all His own household, that is of His 

Church; not, however, of the disobedient. Furthermore, the name Noah can be 

translated to mean “rest” (cf. Genesis 5:29). But who is true “rest” except the 

Virgin’s Son, Who says, “Come unto Me through repentance, all ye that labour 

and are heavy laden with sins, and I will give you rest” (cf. St. Matthew 11:28), 

bestowing freedom, ease and eternal life upon you. 

(The Homilies, pp. 471-472) 
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The Infant Christ 

ON DECEMBER 24, 2018 BY FR. TED IN CHRISTIANITY, 

CHRISTMAS, GOSPEL, INCARNATION, NATIVITY OF 

CHRIST, ORTHODOX CHURCH, ORTHODOXY, THEOLOGY 

Christ is born!  Glorify Him! 

The sign by which the shepherds will recognize the Saviour is that 

they will find “the infant wrapped in swaddling clothes and laid in a 

manger.” No sign of power accompanies the birth of Jesus Christ. On 

the contrary, God become man will make Himself known first of all 

by His poverty, His humility, His weakness. As a small child wrapped in swaddling clothes, He is at the 

mercy of those who press around Him. He depends on them. He cannot resist anyone. He is unable to 

exercise His will, nor can He defend Himself. As He appears in His birth, so will He appear in His passion, 

and that is how He wants me to be. 

(A Monk of the Eastern Church, Jesus: A Dialogue with the 

Savior, p. 93-94) 

This year a verse from the Christmas narrative has stood out 

in my heart and mind. The angel tells Joseph not to be afraid 

but to know about his wife Mary that 

“she will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he 

will save his people from their sins.” (Matthew 1:21) 

I don’t know what Joseph made of that statement, for I 

wonder how many of us think deliverance from sin is the 

most important thing that God or the Messiah can do for us. 

Joseph had a lot to worry about – a pregnant wife, the 

Roman government, poverty, survival, homelessness, being 

an immigrant, fleeing persecution, paying taxes and escaping death. He was responsible for a young wife 

and a newborn baby whom God claimed as His own yet had entrusted to Joseph’s care. And Joseph had 

no army to protect him, no money, no place to lay his head. So, I’m not sure that the forgiveness of sins 

was the most impressing issue on his mind. 

The angel doesn’t promise that God will save Joseph or 

God’s people from terror or tyrants, from the power of 

one’s enemies, or from pain, disaster or death. And 

while the angels in heaven were singing God’s praise at 

the birth of Jesus, on earth, forces were plotting to kill 

him. While our Christmas spirit tends to sentimentalize 

the story, the narrative of the Nativity involves evil 

plots and life-threatening risks. 

And we realize one of the most profound mysteries of 

the birth of Jesus – God enters the world as a child and puts Himself at the mercy of the world. God 
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entrusts himself to the care of a young girl and an old carpenter, penniless and powerless. God trusts 

them. God comes into the world with no power, money or influence as a defenseless child and allows the 

world to show God the mercy we always are asking from God for ourselves. That certainly is the mystery 

and meaning of the Christmas story. We are given opportunity to do unto God as we would have God do 

for us. 

But, you might protest, yes, “they” rejected Christ and threatened him and 

wanted to kill him, but when did we have opportunity to show how we 

would treat Christ? 

And the King will answer, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the 

least of these my brethren, you did it to me.’(Matthew 25:40) 

Christ comes to us every year at Christmas in the guise of brother or sister, 

friend or foe, neighbor or stranger. We are given opportunity to see in each 

person in our household, or neighborhood, or family, or in the parish the 

least of Christ’s brothers and sisters and to how our love for them. When 

you do, Christ will be born again in you, and you will become like God. 

I wish you all of the joys of the Christmas season. Thank you for all your 

prayers and for the work you do to make St. Paul’s the parish community to 

which God calls us. 

 “Where is he who has been born king of the Jews?   (Matthew 2:2) 

 

Mary, The Virgin Earth 

ON DECEMBER 25, 2018 BY FR. TED IN CHRISTIANITY, CHRISTMAS, INCARNATION, NATIVITY OF 

CHRIST, NATIVITY OF CHRIST, ORTHODOX CHURCH, ORTHODOXY, PATRISTICLEAVE A COMMENT 

The Good News of the birth of Jesus Christ has been proclaimed to the 

world for 2000 years.  That message is as new and refreshing today as 

it was when first proclaimed.  Tertullian writing in the 2nd Century 

gives us a look at not only how long ago the Good News was received 

with joy but also how early in Christian history the depth of the 

message was recognized, for the Gospel is salvation for the 

world.  Christmas is not about sentimentality but about divinity and 

what it means to be human. 

First of all, we need to show the reason why the Son of Godhad to be 

born of a Virgin. The initiator of a new birth had to be born in a new 

way, and Isaiah had predicted that the Lord would give a sign of this. What is that sign? ‘Behold, the 

virgin shall conceive in her womb and bear a Son’ (Is. 7:14). Therefore the Virgin conceived and 

bore Emmanuel, God-with-us. 
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And this is the new birth: that man is born in God when God is born in 

man, having assumed the flesh of the old seed, but without using this 

seed, and to purify the flesh after having eliminated all its ancient stains. 

But, as it happened, this whole new manner of birth was prefigured in 

the ancient wise design that depended upon a virgin. When man was 

created by God’s action, the earth was still virgin, not yet pressed down 

by man’s toil, not having been sown. We know that, from this virgin 

earth, God created man as a living soul. 

If, then, the first Adam was introduced in this way, all the more reason 

that the second Adam, as the apostle said, had to come forth from a 

virgin earth, that is, from a body not yet violated by generation, by God’s action, so that he might 

become the spirit who gives life. However, lest my introduction of Adam’s name appear meaningless, 

why did the apostle call Christ ‘Adam’ (cf. 1 Cor. 15:45), if his humanity did not have an earthly origin? 

But here, too, reason comes to our aid: through a contrary operation, God recovered his image and 

likeness, which had been stolen by the devil. 

For just as the death-creating word of the devil had penetrated Eve, 

who was still a virgin, analogously the life-building Word of God had 

to enter into a Virgin, so that he who had fallen into perdition 

because of a woman might be led back to salvation by means of the 

same sex. Eve believed the serpent; Mary believed Gabriel. The fault 

that Eve introduced by believing, Mary, by believing, erased.”   

(quoted in Mary and the Fathers of the Church, p 67) 

Christ is born!    Glorify Him! 

 

Our Faithful Ancestors in Christ 

ON DECEMBER 26, 2018 BY FR. TED 

IN CHRISTIANITY, CHRISTMAS, NATIVITY OF CHRIST, NATIVITY OF 

CHRIST, ORTHODOX CHURCH, ORTHODOXY 

On the Sunday before Christmas,  we encounter in the Scripture 

readings of the Orthodox Church a cast of literally hundreds of 

women and men who were faithful to God’s promises as recorded 

in the history of the Old Testament. 

We read the genealogy of Christ in Matthew’s Gospel (Matthew 

1:1-25) about some of those people of the Old Testament who 

were part of God’s preparation for the incarnation. Entire 

generations of people preparing the way for the Lord. led by a few very faithful men and women.  In 

the Epistle from Hebrews (Hebrews 11:9-10, 17-23, 32-40) we hear a few more details from the lives of 

some of those same people who were faithful to God no matter that they suffered for the faithfulness 
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and no matter that they didn’t receive the fulfillment of what God promised.   They remained faithful 

to God’s promise and trusted that God would fulfill what had been prophesied or promised. 

All these women and men heard about the promise of the coming of 

the Messiah but none of them lived to see it, yet they remained 

faithful to God.  St. Gregory Palamas describes them as refining 

humanity, slowly moving us from the original rebellion of Eve and 

Adam to the time of Blessed Virgin in whom God would become 

incarnate.   Besides all these examples of people who followed God 

in faith, if we studied the lives of all these people we would find 

examples of both people who remembered God in times of trouble, 

and those who forgot God even in good times. 

Really for us to prepare for Christmas we should  be reading the scriptures year round to know what 

God promised, what people suffered for these promises and as a result of them.  We would learn 

about our spiritual ancestors in the faith who struggled for several thousand years before the coming 

of Jesus and since the time of his death.  We would learn how hard a struggle it was for the people to 

be faithful, and how long the sojourn. 

Matthew’s genealogy and the Epistle from Hebrews include people who are farmers and shepherds, 

business people and slaves, carpenters and soldiers, generals and kings, wise and foolish, musicians 

and poets, rich and poor, apostles and apostates, faithful and 

faithless, adulterers and prostitutes, sinners and saints, murderers 

and law abiding citizens. 

And when we study God’s promises and what God did through the 

centuries we understand the faithfulness of our God and God’s 

patience in working with us His creatures for countless cnturies.  For 

our history is not one of continual improvement in morals and faith, 

but rather a jagged history of ups and downs and falling away and turning back and repenting. 

And then the surprise of Christmas. 

God became like us in the incarnation – God 

became one of us, taking on human form.  At 

Christmas we remember God becoming one of 

us, becoming human.  God became human to 

lift us up out of our own sinfulness and to 

transfigure and transform our humanity to 

become like God, to become God’s 

children.  God became human so that we 

humans could again become like God.  God 

wants nothing to separate us from Him. 

If we remember all these people and their 

successes and failures we can learn from them 
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about how we are to behave.  We can learn both from their examples 

of faithfulness and the examples of faithlessness. 

We might remember the old saying:  Forget your mistakes, remember 

their lessons. 

Faith, is not “blind” but rather is conviction based on revelation, 

promise of God and past experience.  Faith is based on a knowledge of 

God fulfilling His promises in Scripture, and looking to the future 

where more of God’s promises will be fulfilled.  The lives of the saints, 

or our spiritual ancestors helps us to understand God and our role in 

our salvation. 

God does not ask us to leap off tall buildings nor to turn bread into 

stones.   God asks us to know Him through the study of His scriptures and through the lives of the 

saints and people of God.  God wants us to know Him in and through our daily lives – in prayer, the 

sacraments, through charitable giving, through fasting, forgiveness and repentance.   None of what 

God asks from us is impossible for us or beyond our reach. 

God does not call us to do absurd things (just to make a funny video or 

to make a name for ourselves), or to go against sound judgment, 

though God may expect us to do very difficult things.   Mostly, God calls 

us to open our hearts to know Him, to test and see if what God said is 

true in the lives of the saints and in the scriptures.  God asks only that 

we continue to trust in Him and to trust the witness of our spiritual 

ancestors, the women and men and children who are saints in the 

faith.  Christmas indeed is a family affair, but the family turns out to 

include all those who have ever believed God and who prepared the 

way for us to believe as well.  And we call to mind that family at 

Christmas. 

As the Epistle concluded about these saints, our faithful ancestors: 

And all these, having obtained a good testimony through faith, did not receive the promise, God 

having provided something better for us, that they should not be made perfect apart from us. 

All of those believing saints have been waiting through the centuries for us to believe as well, and to 

follow Christ.  They await Christ being born in our hearts, our lives and our homes so that they can join 

us in the Kingdom of Heaven. 
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The Incarnation: Recreating Humans 

ON DECEMBER 27, 2018 BY FR. TED IN CHRIST, CHRISTIANITY, 

CHRISTMAS, NATIVITY OF CHRIST, ORTHODOX CHURCH, 

ORTHODOXY, SALVATION 

Christ is born! 

Glorify Him! 

“The story of Job serves to renew hope within us. Even though God’s image in man has been spoiled by 

the sin of Adam and Eve, by the sin of Cain, and by the sins of each one of us, Job allows us to hope 

for the coming of One—just and suffering, patient and triumphant—who will resist with courage and 

perseverance the assaults of the Evil One and will triumph over him, thereby restoring in mankind the 

divine presence which had been lost through sin and 

reestablishing in us the divine image in the fullness of its 

beauty. To do this, God sends among us the very 

Model according to which He had originally created us. 

Just as a faded print can be restored by reapplying the original 

stamp so the Son of God, who reflects the glory of God the 

Father (Heb. 1:3), can enter human nature by clothing Himself 

with it as with a garment, and thereby can create a new Adam, 

a perfect Man, a radiant Image of God. This occurs by what theologians call the Incarnation. This 

decisive event took place on the day of the Annunciation, when Gabriel, the messenger of God, visited 

a young virgin of Nazareth in Galilee called Mary.” 

(The Living God: Vol. 1, p. 19) 

When we read the Scriptures with the Church we realize 

how much of the Old Testament speaks of Christ.  Job 

prefigures Christ – as Job remains faithful to God despite 

his suffering Job defeats Satan.  Job shows what a true 

human is like.  When Christ comes to earth we realize 

how the story of Job helps us recognize God’s faithful and suffering servant.  The Book of Job thus 

prepares us for the Nativity story of Christ, in which we see evil acting against the Christ, but Christ 

remains faithful to God even to the point of death on the cross.  Christmas is not mostly a sentimental 

tale, but rather in all its details reveals to us God’s battle with the forces of evil and the price God is 

willing to pay for the salvation of the world. 

 

The Christmas Intrusion 

ON DECEMBER 28, 2018 BY FR. TEDIN CHRISTIAN, CHRISTMAS, INCARNATION, NATIVITY 

OF CHRIST, NATIVITY OF CHRIST, ORTHODOX CHURCH, ORTHODOXY 

The birth of Christ was a rude intrusion into the lives of so many: 
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Mary and Joseph have to deal with an unexpected pregnancy, and then the threats to the life of the 

baby whom God claims is His Son. 

The Shepherds are startled by the appearance of 

angels. 

The Magi see signs in the heavens, a mysterious 

star that behaves nothing like any star they have 

ever studied and leads them on a months long 

journey to Jerusalem where they find their own 

lives threatened. 

Herod and all 

Jerusalem are 

upset by the appearance of the Persian Magi seeking the newborn king 

which threatens the legitimacy of Herod’s reign. 

The young families around Bethlehem who find themselves being 

attacked by Herod’s troops who murder the young baby boys. 

And then there is us, who come 

out at the end of December 

because we too have heard the 

good news of the birth of Christ.  God intruding in all our lives 

through the birth of His Son, interrupting all the other things we 

might want to do this evening and this week with our families 

and friends, in our homes or at work. 

Christ coming into our lives truly means we too at times will be 

troubled or afraid by the Gospel, by confession, by a sermon or 

the Liturgy or by receiving Holy Communion. 

Though the angels proclaimed joy to the world, the response of so many at 

the birth of Christ was fear and upset and uncertainty and grief. 

When we are troubled, then we need to find Christ who is meek and 

humble in our lives and only then do we find rest for our souls. 

In the Scriptures, it is not the Jewish rabbis, who spend their life studying 

Torah who recognize the 

birth of Christ but rather 

it is the foreign 

astrologers and the 

uneducated shepherds.It 

is not the people of God who recognize the Christ, 

but in the Gospel itself, it is the demons who 

recognize Jesus as Lord.he Gospel of the Nativity of 

Christ is full of unsettling surprises which 
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unexpectedly change peoples lives, including ours.  Yet, the fact is that God comes to abide in us so 

that we can live in Him. 

We are to live in God 

Think in God 

Feel in God 

Act in God 

Be virtuous in God 

Be immortal in God 

Be eternal in God 

Only in God is a human a real and full and perfect human. 

In Christ we see humanity united to God.  We see what a 

human is to be in God’s eyes.  Only in Christ can we 

ourselves become fully human. 

Christ is born! 

 

Who is the King of Glory – Jesus or Caesar? 

ON DECEMBER 29, 2018 BY FR. TED IN CHRIST, CHRISTMAS, 

KINGDOM, NATIVITY OF CHRIST, NATIVITY OF CHRIST, ORTHODOX 

CHURCH, ORTHODOXY 

When Augustus ruled alone upon the earth, 

the many kingdoms of men came to an end, 

and when You were made man of the pure Virgin, 

the many gods of idolatry were destroyed. 

The cities of the world passed under one 

single rule, 

and the nations came to believe in one 

sovereign Godhead.Virgin Mary being 

enrolled for taxation 

The peoples were enrolled by the decree of 

Caesar, 

and we the faithful were enrolled in the name 

of the Godhead, 

When You, our God, were made man. 

Great is Your mercy, O Lord, glory to You!  

(hymn from Vespers of the Nativity) 
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The events surrounding the birth of Jesus Christ as described in the Gospels of St. Matthew and St. 

Luke purposefully mirror images we know from historical evidence describing the celebration of the 

birth of the sons of Roman Emperors.  The Gospel writers want to be be clear that Jesus is not only the 

King of the Jews but more truly the King of kings and Lord of lords.  Caesars may rule THE Empire, but 

Christ rules the entire cosmos.  Sts Luke and Matthew set Christ from the time of His birth on a 

collusion course with the claims of the Roman Emperors. 

“Ethelbert Stauffer in his work, Christ and the Caesars (SCM Press, 1955)…pays close 

attention to the evidence of the imperial coinage (which was regularly used as a 

propaganda medium) in this regard. The imperial coinage is full of the characteristic 

motifs of Advent and Epiphany, celebrating the blessings which the manifestation of 

each successive divine emperor was to bring to a waiting world. Among the 

adulatory formulas with which the emperor was acclaimed, he mentions, as going 

back probably to the first century, ‘Hail, Victory, Lord of the earth, Invincible, Power, Glory, Honor, 

Peace, Security, Holy, Blessed, Great, Unequalled, Thou Alone, Worthy art Thou, Worthy is he to 

inherit the Kingdom, Come come, do not delay, come again’ (p. 155). 

Indeed, one has only to read Psalm 72 (**see below) in Latin, in the official 

language of the empire, to see that it is largely the same formal language which 

is used alike in the Forum for the advent of the emperor and in the catacombs for 

the celebration of the Epiphany of Christ (p. 251). Here there could be no 

compromise. Who was worthy to ascend the throne of the universe and direct the 

course of history? Caesar, or Jesus?”   (F. F. Bruce, The Defense of the Gospel in 

the New Testament, p. 65) 

**Psalm 72:1-17 

Give the king thy justice, O God, and thy 

righteousness to the royal son! 

May he judge thy people with righteousness, and thy poor with 

justice! Let the mountains bear prosperity for the people, and the 

hills, in righteousness! May he defend the cause of the poor of the 

people, give deliverance to the needy, and crush the oppressor! 

May he live while the sun endures, and as long as the moon, 

throughout all generations! May he be like rain that falls on the mown grass, like showers that water 

the earth! In his days may righteousness flourish, and peace abound, till the moon be no more! May 

he have dominion from sea to sea, and from the River to the ends of the 

earth! 

May his foes bow down before him, and his enemies lick the dust! May 

the kings of Tarshish and of the isles render him tribute, may the kings of 

Sheba and Seba bring gifts! May all kings fall down before him, all 

nations serve him! For he delivers the needy when he calls, the poor and 

him who has no helper. He has pity on the weak and the needy, and 

saves the lives of the needy. From oppression and violence he redeems 

their life; and precious is their blood in his sight. Long may he live, may 
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gold of Sheba be given to him! May prayer be made for him continually, and 

blessings invoked for him all the day! May there be abundance of grain in the 

land; on the tops of the mountains may it wave; may its fruit be like Lebanon; 

and may men blossom forth from the cities like the grass of the field! 

 

May his name endure for ever, his fame continue as long as the sun! May men 

bless themselves by him, all nations call him blessed! 

 

David the Righteous One 

ON DECEMBER 30, 2018 BY FR. TEDIN CHRISTMAS, NATIVITY OF CHRIST, ORTHODOX 

CHURCH, ORTHODOXY 

In the weeks before the Feast of the Nativity of Christ, quite a few Old Testament prophets and saints 

are commemorated in the Orthodox Church calendar.  Some have their individual feast days and some 

are commemorated among the forefathers and ancestors of Christ on the Sundays before 

Christmas.  On the Sunday after the Nativity one of our commemorations in the Orthodox Church 

calendar is of King David the Righteous One. 

David exclaims, “Create in me a clean heart, O God.” A David who 

achieved so much, who won so many victories, who slew Goliath, 

strangled a lion barehanded, received great favor from the Holy Spirit, yet 

imploringly cries out: “Have mercy upon me, O God, according to Thy 

loving  kindness, according to the multitude of Thy tender mercies, blot 

out my transgressions.” One could imagine what the great king was 

thinking; I was a simple farmer and you made me a king, and when I 

became a king you appointed me to be a prophet. You made me victorious 

in war, victorious against Goliath. Not according to my own physical 

strength, but through the power of faith, which You also gave unto me. You vested me with royal garb 

and appointed me to a royal throne. You gave me wealth. That which sin hath destroyed, You O God, 

through Your Grace, gave back to us. “Then will I teach transgressors Thy ways, and ungodly men shall 

turn to Thee.” You ranked me so high that You gave me the ability and vision to 

know and prophesy Your only begotten Son. I have been taught that You have a Son 

begotten of woman, with the same authority as you have. I told of the good news of 

His crucifixion, His death and descent from the heavens and of His glorious 

resurrection. I spoke of His trial, of man’s salvation. I foretold of the apostles’ 

calling. 

David thunders, “For behold, Thou lovest truth; Thou has manifested to me the 

secret and hidden things of Thy wisdom.” The prophet testifies of the Lord’s descent 

upon the earth: “He shall come down as rain upon a fleece; and as drops falling 

upon the earth.” (71:8). And truly, when the Son of God descended, He did not arrive 

via earth-shaking thunderous clamor, He did not bear a pure divine form, He came 

as a man. Had He come in a pure divine form, neither could the mountains, nor the 
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Sun endure the same. Its light would have been blown out, the 

earth – destroyed, and all those who dwelleth upon it 

perished. He came quietly without fanfare. Even his birth was 

humble, in a Virgin‘s womb with shepherds and adoring 

animals as witnesses. 

 (George Dimopoulos, Patristic Orthodox Sermons on the 

Psalms, p. 37-38) 

 

 

Pro-Life Means More than Anti-Abortion 

ON DECEMBER 31, 2018 BY FR. TED IN CHRISTMAS, GOSPEL, NATIVITY OF CHRIST, ORTHODOX 

CHURCH, ORTHODOXY, SANCTITY OF HUMAN LIFE 

On the Sunday after the Nativity, we continue reading the Nativity narrative, but a portion which is 

not part of the American spirit of Christmas: Matthew 2:13-23.  This is part of the Nativity story we 

don’t have in our Christmas cards or carols and prefer to ignore 

because we like a sentimental winter story rather than one 

which exposes the reality of the world.  This Gospel brings to 

the forefront a very worldly reaction to the Gospel: Herod 

decides to murder babies to protect his own interests. We see 

in the Gospel lesson why the Fathers often described self-

preservation as a sin which leads to much evil.  In this case 

Herod justifies the murder of babies by his concern for self-

preservation.  In the modern world, we justify letting refugee 

babies die to preserve our comfort and  standard of living. 

Christmas for us Christians is not just one day of the year which 

we can put away with our decorations, or throw out with all the wrapping paper, or take down with 

the tree.  In the Church we continue to celebrate the Feast for a week which remembering the entire 

Gospel lesson, including the slaughter of the Holy Innocents. 

Christmas is God’s Word to the world.  In the Christmas narrative God sends 

word via the angels to Mary, Joseph and the shepherds.  Persian Magi 

receive a divine message through the movement of the strangest star they 

have ever seen. 

Christmas is God’s message to us.  It is not merely a human wish for good 

cheer nor just human hope for the world and for each other.  Christmas is 

God’s word, God’s plan, God’s hope for the world. 

Christmas is God, not just some people, telling us about peace, joy and 

good will.  The angels proclaim it, not humans.  And certainly when we read 

the Gospel, and not just some sentimental version of it, we see God’s 
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message of peace and good will brought about a negative reaction in the world.  King Herod is out 

killing children because of the Gospel. 

Christmas is God’s Word coming into the world, it is not fake news, nor does it have a media spin to 

it.  It was not created by Internet trolls. 

In the Epistle (Gal 1:11-12) St Paul points this out clearly:  the gospel which was preached by me is not 

according to man. For I neither received it from man, nor was I taught it, but it came through the 

revelation of Jesus Christ. 

Paul openly claims the Gospel comes to us by revelation from 

God.  St. Peter says: 

First of all you must understand this, that no prophecy of 

scripture is a matter of one’s own interpretation, because no 

prophecy ever came by the impulse of man, but men moved 

by the Holy Spirit spoke from God.   (2 Peter 1:20-21) 

Christmas is God’s message to us, not a human message.  God 

actively takes part in the world, to be with us and to heal us, 

to speak to us, to reveal Himself and His will to us. 

If Humans were composing Good News about a savior, we would no doubt 

follow a more Hollywood plan – a superhero with supernatural powers, armed 

to the hilt with weapons of mass destruction, who wreaks vengeance and 

death on his enemies. 

However, it is God who composed the Gospel, and God’s Gospel is one of 

humility, God in Christ sacrificing Himself for the good of humanity.  God’s 

message is one of reconciliation not rage and revenge.  God’s message is one of 

forgiveness for wrongdoing, not payback time.  Or as we find in Hebrews 1:1-3 

– 

In many and various ways God spoke of old to our fathers by the prophets; but in these last days he 

has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed the heir of all things, through whom also he created 

the world. He reflects the glory of God and bears the very stamp of his nature, upholding the universe 

by his word of power. When he had made purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the 

Majesty on high …  

Christmas is God speaking to us through His Son, 

Jesus Christ, who comes as a baby into the 

world.  Christmas is a divine message, God speaking 

to us and to the  world about what God wants us to 

know about God’s plan. 

It is a plan not created by military planners, nor by 

terrorists, nor by a government, nor by Hollywood, 

nor by American billionaires.  All of them would 

create a savior in their image and likeness. 
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The Orthodox Church today as it has for 2000 years is still preaching this same message.  Our purpose 

for coming here each Sunday is to listen to the Gospel so that we can share the Good News with 

others. 

On this Sunday after Christmas, we are still celebrating Christmas in the Church, still proclaiming that 

Christ is born.  We are still celebrating life, though in the Gospel we hear about how in the world King 

Herod is already issuing a decree that children must die, that he sees some children as unwanted in 

the world.  This is his response to the Gospel. 

For us on the other hand, Christmas is God’s message.  We hear it as a feast of life, of God the giver of 

life. 

Christmas, we Americans often think is for children.  Let us as 

Christians give Christmas to all children of the world.  Let us 

be the bearers of life for the world.  Let us lend our support to 

those children in need, those children who anyone in the 

world declares to be unwanted and undesirable.  There are 

many Herods in the world who want to get rid of somebody 

else’s children.  Men and women who see someone else’s children as a threat to their lifestyle.  We 

should not be those kinds of people.   We are to be with God, pro-life and giving our full support to 

those children whom God has called into being.  Christmas is a pro-life message, and as Christians we 

should be working for the lives of the children of the world, especially those who some have declared 

as unwanted, just like Herod declared Jesus unwanted, and the children around Bethlehem as 

undesirable, as threats to his way of life.  We have a responsibility to protect life and to give aid and 

support to the children that others want to kill. 

Christmas is about our salvation, but the Gospel is clear there are 

evil men and women in the world who are willing to kill even 

children because they don’t like them.  We on the other hand are 

those who hear the birth of Christ as Good news, as life-giving 

news, and we are to be like Joseph protecting the lives of the 

children that are unwanted and who cannot protect 

themselves.  We are not only to protect but to nurture the children 

whom some ruler or nation wants to kill. 

May the newborn Christ who lay in a manger for our salvation inspire us to help Him and all such 

children who are unwanted by the world.  Pro-life cannot be reduce to “anti-abortion”.  Pro-life means 

giving our support to children in general, but especially to those children victimized by the Herods of 

the world.  We are to protect all these children, for as our Lord Jesus told us: 

 ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my brethren, you did it to me.’   (Matthew 

25:40) 

Christmas Blessings Received 

ON JANUARY 2, 2019 BY FR. TED IN CHRISTMAS, INCARNATION, NATIVITY OF 

CHRIST, ORTHODOX, ORTHODOX CHURCH, ORTHODOXY, PATRISTIC 
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“Come, then, let us observe the Feast.  Come, and we shall 

commemorate the solemn festival.  It is a strange manner 

of celebrating a festival, but truly wondrous is the whole 

chronicle of the Nativity. 

For this day – 

The ancient slavery is ended, 

The devil confounded, 

The demons take to flight, 

The power of death is broken, 

Paradise is unlocked, 

The curse is taken away, 

Sin is removed from us, 

Error driven out, 

Truth has been brought back, 

The speech of kindliness diffused, and spreads on every side, 

A heavenly way of life has been implanted on the earth, 

Angels communicate with men without fear, 

And men now hold speech with angels. 

Why is this?  Because God is now on earth, and man in heaven; on every side all things commingle.  He 

has come on earth, while being whole in heaven; and while complete in heaven, He is without 

diminution on earth.  Though He was God, He became human; not denying Himself to be God.  Though 

being the impassable Word, He became flesh; that He might dwell amongst us, He became 

Flesh.”   (St. John Chrysostom, THE SUNDAY SERMONS OF THE GREAT FATHERS Vol 1, p 115) 

The birth of Christ inaugurates the salvation of the world.  Writing in the 4th Century, St. John 

Chrysostom enumerates the many blessings we have received by the Nativity in the flesh of our Lord 

God and Savior Jesus Christ.  Heaven and earth are united together, divinity and humanity are 

reunited, Creator and creation have their communion restored.  St Tikhon of Zadonsk writing in the 

18th Century further reflecting on what the incarnate God means for has has the Lord Jesus asking us 

a series of questions about our spiritual search and sojourn: 

“Do you seek wisdom?  I am God’s Wisdom. 

Do you seek friendship?  Who is a greater or more loving friend than I, who laid down my life for you? 

Are you looking for help? Who can offer greater help than I? 
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Do you need a physician?  Who can cure, other than I, the 

source of healing? 

Are you looking for joy? Who will make you happy if not I? 

Looking for peace?  I am the peace of the soul. 

Looking for life?  I am the Resurrection and the Life. 

Looking for light?  I am the Light of the world. 

Looking for truth?  I am the Truth. 

Are you searching for the true way?  I am the Way. 

Why don’t you want to come to me?  You dare not 

approach? Who is more approachable than I? 

You are afraid to ask?  Whom have I ever refused who has 

asked in faith? 

Your sins prevent you? I died for sinners. 

You are distressed by the great number of your sins?  My 

mercy is greater than all of them.” 

 

The Son and the Sons of God 

ON JANUARY 3, 2019 BY FR. TED IN BAPTISM, CHRISTIAN, CHRISTMAS, NATIVITY OF 

CHRIST, ORTHODOX, ORTHODOX CHURCH, ORTHODOXY 

But when the fullness of the time had come, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the 

law, to redeem those who were under the law, that we might receive the adoption as sons. And 

because you are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into your hearts, crying out, “Abba, 

Father!” Therefore you are no longer a slave but a son, and if a son, then an heir of God through 

Christ.  (Galatians 4:4-7) 

When St. Paul wrote his epistles, he refers to Jesus as God’s son, and 

also refers to us Christians as “sons.”  For our modern sensitivities and 

for the sake of political correctness, we might prefer to refer to Jesus 

as God’s child and to believers as God’s children so that women and 

daughters do not feel left out of the Church by the patriarchal 

language Paul uses.   Yet the differences in our modern understanding 

and that of St. Paul about sons and daughters can also help us better 

understand the exact point Paul is trying to make. 

St Paul is not making a point that women/daughters are less valued 

that males/sons, for it is this same St Paul who stresses in this same letter that in Christ “there is 

neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus” (Galatians 3:28).   And our Lord Jesus 
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Himself said,  “For in the resurrection they neither marry nor are given in marriage, but are like angels 

in heaven” (Matthew 22:30).  Angels have no gender, and Christ seems to imply that in heaven, in the 

resurrection, gender no longer matters – an ideal which monasticism tried to live out in its celibacy, its 

desire to live the angelic life in the flesh, and in the stories of the women saints who strove to live as 

men. 

What St Paul is doing with his emphasis on sonship is to take the assumed values of his time to show 

that the rights and privileges of the son are being extended to all believers.  Sons, in the world that he 

knew, “sons” had special rights and privileges when it came to inheritance, that daughters did not 

have.  He is saying the values of the Kingdom of God are different from the values of the world, 

because in the Kingdom, all those who believe are adopted with the same rights as a son has – all will 

receive their full inheritance in the Kingdom. 

So though our cultural understanding of inheritance 

is different than his, and we think of sons and 

daughters both having rights of inheritance, in 

Paul’s world this was not the case.   He knows what 

the rights and privileges of a son are in his world and 

he is making the clear connect that Jesus is the first-

born son of the Father with all the rights and privileges that comes with that position, and we each 

and all, male and female, have been adopted by God with the full rights of sons of the Father. 

In the ancient world, there were clear differences regarding inheritance for sons, daughters and 

slaves.  St. Paul’s exact point is that within that understanding of inheritance, we are being adopted 

as sons with all the rights of inheritance of sons.  We are not being adopted either as daughters or as 

slaves with the diminished rights they would have had in Paul’s world. 

We can call to mind the parable Jesus tells of the Prodigal 

Son  (Luke 15:11-32) who wishes to return to his father’s house 

with nothing more than the status of a servant.  The 

Prodigal  knows he is not a son. He has not behaved like a son 

but disowned his father by claiming his inheritance before his 

father had died.   However in the parable, his father welcomes 

him as a son (my son who was dead is alive!).  The father treats 

the prodigal as a son, not a captured runaway slave.  And this is 

made even more notable by the reaction of the older brother 

who wants nothing to do with his prodigal brother.  The father 

claims the prodigal as a son, but the elder brother rejects him as 

a brother, though recognizing his brother is the son of his father 

[“this son of yours” (Luke 15:30)].  What the elder brother is not 

willing to accept is that his brother has any filial right of inheritance left.  Note the Prodigal son 

demanded his inheritance as if the father was dead, but the father welcomes the son back as if the son 

had been dead!  The Father shows how a son is treated and welcomed.  This is what it is to be called 

God’s sons, even if adopted.  This is Paul’s point in saying we are adopted as sons (and not as 

daughters of his day, who had few rights of inheritance).  I think St Paul is trying to make this point 
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clearly, he is not commenting on whether treating daughters and sons differently is proper or correct, 

he is noting clearly that all believers have the same rights as the sons of his culture had. 

“As many of us as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ” – this is quoted by Paul in 

Galatians 3:27, the same epistle that he speaks about us as being God’s “sons”.  As many as – all of us, 

females and males have put on the Son of God in order to receive all the rights and blessings of 

inheritance of sons as understood by Paul’s culture, and also to be treated every bit as good as the 

Prodigal son was treated by his loving and merciful father.  We sing those words at every baptism and 

at every feast which was a traditional baptismal feast (such as Christmas and Pascha).  We sing the 

same words for males and females because all put on Christ, all put on Christ’s sonship.    If we 

adopted the language of our modern times and said “children” instead of sons, we might miss the very 

point Paul is trying to make – we received our sonship from and 

through Christ the only-begotten son of the Father.  We will be 

received by God, all of us, male and female and even prodigals, with 

the full rights of sons.  The values of the Kingdom are not the values 

of this world. 

Again we only have to think about the parable of the workers hired 

at various hours by the master of the house (Matthew 20:1-13).  In 

the Kingdom, the last are first and all get the same wages, all inherit 

the full blessings of God, no matter when in their lives they agreed to 

serve the master.  This is the Kingdom’s fairness.  This is the master’s 

hospitality and generosity.  This is what Paul wants to emphasize in 

his epistle. 

“Let not your hearts be troubled; believe in God, believe also in me. 

In my Father’s house are many rooms; if it were not so, would I have 

told you that I go to prepare a place for you? And when I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 

again and will take you to myself, that where I am you may be also.”   (John 14:1-3) 

Christ prepares for us, male and 

female, all things which belong to the 

children of God.  Our inheritance is 

the eternal abundance of the 

Kingdom.  We don’t receive the 

blessedness of the Kingdom because 

we are sons (male), nor do we receive 

the blessings as sons (males).  Rather, 

whether male or female,  we each and all receive all the blessings the biblical culture sometimes 

limited to the son.  The Son’s blessings are ours as well. 

 

Prophecy of Example and of Word 

ON JANUARY 4, 2019 BY FR. TED  IN CHRISTIANITY, CHRISTMAS, ICONS, INCARNATION, NATIVITY OF 

CHRIST, ORTHODOX CHURCH, ORTHODOXY, PATRISTIC 
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St. John Chrysostom says the Old Testament was preparing us 

for the New, God providing prophecy not only in words but also 

by example.  All God’s words and deeds were preparing the 

world for the greater thing God planned to do – the 

incarnation of the Word in which God would reunited earth to 

heaven.  Prophecy and promise were done so that people 

would not find the great work of God to be 

unbelievable.  God’s actions were done so people would be 

ready when God made Himself visible in the incarnation. 

“Now, since we are delivered from the controversies with the 

Jews, I shall demonstrate this to you from the New Covenant, so that you will see the agreement of 

the two covenants. Did you see the prophecy that was made with words? Learn the prophecy that was 

made with examples; although even this is not yet totally clear, I wonder, what is prophecy by 

example, and I wonder what is prophecy by word? Shortly, I will make this clear, too. The prophecy 

that is made by example is the practical prophecy, and the other prophecy is the theoretical prophecy. 

In other words, the most prudent He persuaded with words, and the most unconscious He informed by 

showing them examples. 

Because, in other words, something big was going to happen: 

God was about to take upon Himself human flesh. Because the 

earth was going to become heaven and our nature was going 

to be elevated toward the nobility of the angels. Because the 

word surpassed the hope and expectation of the future goods 

that were to come. So he would not confuse the people with 

the new and paradoxical event of the Incarnation, those who 

then would have seen it all at once, and those who were going 

to hear it, for this reason, He iconically depicted it beforehand 

with examples and words, and, in this way, He accustomed our 

hearing and vision.” 

(The Fathers of the Church: St. John Chrysostom on Repentance 

& Almsgiving, p. 80) 
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