
Holy Week 2019   

Lazarus Saturday (2019)  ON APRIL 20, 2019 BY FR. TED IN UNCATEGORIZED  Lazarus Saturday 

Our sojourn into Holy Week begins with the sad news 

that Jesus’ friend Lazarus has died.  In the Gospel 

account we see the grief not only of Martha and Mary, 

the sisters of Lazarus, but of Jesus himself who weeps 

at the tomb of his friend (John 11:1-45).  Any of us who 

have suffered the loss of a friend or family member, or 

even a pet, know the sting of death.   

Yes, I know that the kingdom of God is to come, or at 

least I hope and believe in that. Somehow my life is still 

directed by that faith. And yet, we have those 

wonderfully happy days in this life that suddenly or slowly come to an end. Is it not sad, always? We 

cannot stop the events of life, nor all that is disappearing. The tonality is very Christian, because this 

brokeness in time and space, the impossibility of repealing the iron law of aging, our faculties’ decline 

into weakness and senility, is the sad reality of this world. And therefore the lamentation, the fear and 

sorrow on all those levels, have their place. It is our own eternal crying with Christ, who heard about his 

friend, the one whom Martha said: “Lord, don’t approach! He has been dead four days, and he stinks.” 

We listen to that “he stinks” in the light of the first description of man uttered by God: “And God saw it 

was very good.” Now that “very good” lies there in decomposition. (Alexander Schmemann, The Liturgy 

of Death, pp. 166-167) 

As people of faith we should not cringe from death since 

we believe God is the Lord of the living and the dead:  “If 

we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the 

Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we are 

the Lord’s. For to this end Christ died and lived again, that 

he might be Lord both of the dead and of the living” 

(Romans 14:8-9).  Yet, death has a sting to it which brings 

us heart-rending grief.  And, as Fr. Schmemann notes 

above, not only does it have a sting, but a stink.  We use 

funeral homes to sanitize our funerals to remove the 

stench of death, but when Jesus came to the tomb of his 

friend Lazarus, he was warned that the foul odor of death was already there.  Jesus Christ has overcome 

death – both its stink and sting – and that is the faith we affirm as we prepare ourselves for His 

crucifixion and burial. 

 

Palm Sunday (2019) 

ON APRIL 21, 2019 BY FR. TED IN ENTRANCE OF THE LORD INTO JERUSALEM, ORTHODOX 

CHURCH, ORTHODOXY, PALM SUNDAY 
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Palm Sunday        

The day after Jesus resurrects his friend Lazarus, Jesus is joyously 

welcomed as he enters into Jerusalem in what will be the only time in His 

three years of ministry that He received any kind accolades in a public 

display of hope and faith (John 12:1-18).  It is also the entry into His last 

week of life on earth.  Some historians note that at about the same time 

that Jesus entered Jerusalem riding on a donkey, Pontius Pilate, the 

Roman Governor, was entering Jerusalem with an armed cohort to remind 

the Jews that they were in subjugation to the Roman Empire.  The 

contrast between the two entrances is part of the backdrop against which 

events are unfolding. The Jewish Temple leadership had aligned itself with 

their Rome overlords ostensibly to secure the place of the Temple in 

Jewish society, but the price they paid was they themselves were 

collecting tax money and funneling it to Rome.  And they accepted the responsibility for keeping the 

Jewish population in check to appease Rome.  They had little interest in encouraging Jesus and His band 

of followers and were working hard to contain Jesus and His disciples.   

Jesus entry into Jerusalem attracted some attention, 

but it is hard from the Gospel accounts to know how 

much or even to determine what gate Jesus entered 

or what streets he was traversing.   The “crowd” is 

variously described as “the whole multitude of the 

disciples” (Luke 19:37), “many people” (Mark 11:8), 

“a large crowd” (Matthew 21:8), and John refers to 

“the great crowd that had come to the festival” 

(John 12:12) which means they weren’t there 

specifically to see Jesus.   Although Matthew says all the city was disturbed by Christ’s entrance, it is 

clear that many don’t even know who Jesus is and so are asking, “Who is this?” (Matthew 21:10)   And 

since there was no media coverage, Christ’s entrance would only have attracted those who knew he was 

coming and where he would enter the city.   Jerusalem was swamped with visitors for the Passover, so 

there was already a lot of chaos in the city.  This is also why Pilate and the Roman legion entered the city 

– to be a visible presence to remind the Jews who is lord and master over them. 

Liturgically, Palm Sunday is kept as one of the Great Feasts of the Church.  It marks the 

end of Great Lent and the transition into Holy Week. There is a joyous tone to the 

weekend and the events it celebrates.  Fr. Alexander Schmemann writes: 

.Palm Sunday: the Feast of the Kingdom, the feast of the reign. Everything is so clear 

during that feast. All of Holy Week is the revelation of the Kingdom. The Lord’s Entrance 

into Jerusalem is the revelation of the King. The Last Supper – the revelation of the 

Kingdom. The Cross – the reign, the victory of the King. Pascha – the beginning of the 

eternal Passover, the entrance into heaven. “And He opened for us the gates of 

paradise…” (The Journals of Father Alexander Schememann, p. 232) 

Palm Sunday is a day of rejoicing for Christians at the conclusion of Great Lent.  Even the Epistle for the 

day is joyous (Philippians 4:4-9).  Orthodox scholar Peter Bouteneff comments: 

https://orthodoxwiki.org/Palm_Sunday
https://oca.org/readings/daily/2019/04/21/6
https://www.amazon.com/Journals-Father-Alexander-Schmemann-1973-1983/dp/0881412007
https://oca.org/readings/daily/2019/04/21/5


St. Paul tells us to think about whatever is true, honorable, 

just, pure, lovely, worthy of praise (Phil 4:8). Why? 

Because they are imitations of God. They describe Jesus 

Christ. They are window to his presence. They soften our 

hearts. ( How to be a Sinner, p. 39) 

We are to think about Christ and our life in Him, always 

remembering His connection to us involves the 

Cross.  “...looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our 

faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the 

cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand 

of the throne of God. Consider him who endured from 

sinners such hostility against himself, so that you may not 

grow weary or fainthearted” (Hebrews 12:2-3). 

 

If You Feel Like You Just Don’t Belong Anywhere in the World, You Belong with Christ 

ON APRIL 21, 2019 BY FR. TED IN   

All through Great Lent this year I have referenced to 

you the spiritual sojourn we have been on.  God called 

us to leave behind the greatest nation on earth and go 

into the desert of Great Lent to find God, because God 

is not to be found in the wealth and the power of the 

wealthiest and most powerful nation on earth. 

The abundance and the blessings of our country really 

can hide God from us – the humble God who is willing 

to die on the cross for us.  Every year God calls us to Great Lent, to self-denial and abstinence, to charity 

for the needy, to prayer, to feed the hungry, to repentance, to clothe the naked and give housing to the 

homeless, to the desert so that we might wean ourselves out of enslavement to all those things of this 

world which we love so much, and cling to, and lust after and even kill for.   God calls us to the desert so 

that we might see ourselves – naked human beings -standing before the Creator of the world – weak, 

defenseless, sinners, in need of God’s mercy.  Abundance and prosperity can hide from us our own need 

for God’s mercy and our need to be merciful to others.   And like the Israelites of old, in the desert, we 

too hunger for the fleshpots of Egypt and we even prefer to die enslaved to the pleasures of the world 

rather than to live with our God in the desert. 

But every year, this sojourn into the desert also leads us with the disciples into Jerusalem which is a city 

which also wants to be great.  And in Jerusalem, the chosen and holy city of God, the place where God’s 

temple stands, where heaven and earth come together, there the disciples are going to see their Lord 

executed on a cross.  And we are there not to watch Christ die for us, but for us to die with Him.   The 

sojourn into the desert is not a spectator’s game, but is a matter of life and death. 
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Yesterday, in our church a group of 9 people joined 

us in this sojourn.  They were baptized here, dying 

with Christ to the world in order to live with Christ 

in this world.   Jesus prayed in Jerusalem to His 

Father these words: 

And now I am no longer in the world, but they are in 

the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, 

protect them in your name that you have given me, so that they may be one, as we are one. While I was 

with them, I protected them in your name that you have given me. I guarded them, and not one of them 

was lost except the one destined to be lost, so that the scripture might be fulfilled. But now I am coming 

to you, and I speak these things in the world so that they may have my joy made complete in themselves. 

I have given them your word, and the world has hated them because they do not belong to the world, 

just as I do not belong to the world. I am not asking you to take them out of the world, but I ask you to 

protect them from the evil one. They do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the world. 

Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. As you have sent me into the world, so I have sent them 

into the world.   (John 17:11-16) 

Despite the fact that Christ is condemned to death by the world and raised to life by God,  despite the 

fact that Jesus says we will be hated by the world, He also says we are to continue living in this world, 

but now united to Him.  In Communion with Christ, evil cannot take away Christ from us, and even death 

cannot separate us from the love of Christ. 

My brothers and sisters, after all this sojourning in the desert, Jesus 

our Lord sends us back into the world, not to belong to the world or 

to be of the world, but to be with Him in this world. And it maybe at 

times that you feel you somehow don’t belong here, and that is 

good because you really do belong to Christ not to this world! 

And this does mean we have to die to the world and die to ourselves 

in order to make room for Christ our God.  Otherwise all the power 

and wealth of the world seduce us and we don’t see Christ nor do 

with live with Him in this world.  And only with Christ do we see 

ourselves and each other as God’s 

children created in God’s image and likeness rather than seeing each 

other as the world defines us – as aliens, foreigners, competitors, 

enemies, strangers. 

Yesterday, after we baptized our 9 newest members, Fr. Silviu mentioned 

in his words that after Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead, Lazarus is 

content to sit with Jesus.  According to today’s Gospel Martha and Mary 

prepared an expensive supper and a lot of people showed up causing a 

huge hubbub, but Lazarus says not a word but is content to be with Christ. 

Then, six days before the Passover, Jesus came to Bethany, where Lazarus 

was who had been dead, whom He had raised from the dead. There they 

made Him a supper; and Martha served, but Lazarus was one of those 



who sat at the table with Him. Then Mary took a pound of very costly oil of spikenard, anointed the feet 

of Jesus, and wiped His feet with her hair. …   ( John 12:1-3) 

Brothers and sisters, we all who have been baptized into Christ are sent by Christ into the world but a 

world in which Christ now allows us to sit with Him at His table, to eat His food, and to realize that all 

the power and wealth of the world really are addictions, temptations and  enslavement  – yet we love 

them so dearly.  But we are invited in this life, in our daily life, in this world to be with Christ and to eat 

with Him and thus to be united to heaven itself.  Don’t give up heaven no matter how alluring and 

seductive the world may seem. 

In 2 Esdras 2:42-48, Ezra is given a vision of us – all as newly baptized, having shed our old clothes and 

put on new baptismal garments and holding palm branches: 

I, Ezra, saw on Mount Zion a great multitude that I could not number, and they all were 

praising the Lord with songs. In their midst was a young man of great stature, taller 

than any of the others, and on the head of each of them he placed a crown, but he was 

more exalted than they. And I was held spellbound. Then I asked an angel, “Who are 

these, my lord?” He answered and said to me, “These are they who have put off mortal 

clothing and have put on the immortal, and have confessed the name of God. Now they 

are being crowned, and receive palms.” Then I said to the angel, “Who is that young 

man who is placing crowns on them and putting palms in their hands?” He answered 

and said to me, “He is the Son of God, whom they confessed in the world.” So I began to 

praise those who had stood valiantly for the name of the Lord. Then the angel said to me, “Go, tell my 

people how great and how many are the wonders of the Lord God that you have seen.” 

The beauty of this vision is captured in the Epistle for Palm Sunday: 

Rejoice in the Lord always. Again I will say, rejoice! Let your gentleness be known to all men. The Lord is 

at hand. Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your 

requests be made known to God; and the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard 

your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus. Finally, brethren, whatever things are true, whatever things 

are noble, whatever things are just, whatever things are pure, whatever things are lovely, whatever 

things are of good report, if there is any virtue and if there is anything praiseworthy – meditate on these 

things. The things which you learned and received and heard and saw in me, these do, and the God of 

peace will be with you.   (Philippians 4:4-9) 

In this regard we think of Christ’s dialogue with Martha in the Gospel 

according to John. Christ asked her: “Do you believe that your brother 

shall rise from the dead?” “Of course I believe it,” she said, “he will rise 

on the last day” (Jn. 11:24). The Lord however was not satisfied with 

her answer; not that what she said was incorrect, but because she had 

failed to understand the question. So Christ says to her: “I am the 

resurrection and the life (Jn. 11:25). I am the source and cause of 

resurrection, or rather I am myself the resurrection of your brother. 

There’s no need to wait until the “last day” for your brother to rise. 

Your brother is already risen, for I am the resurrection; Your brother lives, for I am the life of the world” 



(Jn 11:25; 14:6). It is one thing to say that “Lazarus will be resurrected” and another thing entirely to 

confess that the resurrection is Christ Himself. 

Something similar is happening here. The Lord does not simply provide me with refuge, but He Himself is 

my refuge (cf. Pss 18:2; 31:1-4). (Archimandrite Aimilianos, Psalms and the Life of Faith, p. 137-138) 

Jesus said:  “I have said this to you, that in me you may have peace. In the world you have tribulation; 

but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world” (John 16:33).  While we know Holy Week is headed to 

the arrest, torture and execution of our Jesus Christ, our faith is in the Lord who has overcome the 

world. 

 

Holy Monday (2019)   ON APRIL 22, 2019 BY FR. TED IN CHRISTIANITY, HOLY WEEK, ORTHODOX 

CHURCH, ORTHODOXY 

Holy Monday 

A theme of the first several days of Holy Week is the coming of Christ, the 

Bridegroom who comes to claim His wife, the Church.  The imagery is taken from 

Christ’s Parable inMatthew 25:1-13 in which the Bridegroom comes at midnight 

rather than at an expected hour, and we are all called to be ready to join Him – 

to be vigilant and watchful until He comes. The imagery of God’s marriage to 

Israel from the Old Testament caused the early Church to interpret Christ’s 

wedding parables to be about us and our relationship to Christ. 

The synoptics make clear that God’s reign comes into history through human 

response; it is not a theophany that reorders the world by sovereign power. The parables about the 

wedding banquet communicate the indispensable necessity of responding to the invitation: if the invited 

guests fail to respond there will be no banquet. The king who wants the celebration will be frustrated if 

no one shows up (see Matt. 22:1-10). God’s mercy and justice are extended into the world through 

human response and witness to this radical invitation. Unless it is responded to, there is no gracious 

relation initiated: God does not reign over us unless we agree to let it happen. Mark relates how unbelief 

can frustrate the power of God. When Jesus returns to Nazareth, “he could do no deed of power there 

except that he laid his hands on a few sick people and cured them. He was amazed at their unbelief” 

(6:5-6). He wanted the world according to God; they preferred it the way it was, and they got their 

wish. (William C. Spohn, Go and Do Likewise, pp. 84-85) 

Holy Week gives us time to think about our response to God’s 

invitation to follow Christ to the Kingdom.  God has prepared a 

banquet for us, but we have to be willing to attend, which means we 

must cooperate with God.  Salvation isn’t all on God, we have to 

accept God’s invitation and choose to celebrate the wedding feast. In 

the wedding feast parable (Matthew 22:1-14), we have to put a 

wedding garment on, this is our part of the process.   St. John 

Chrysostomwrites: 
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But you have been invited to a spiritual wedding, and a royal banquet; consider then, what sort of 

wedding garment you should buy. On the other hand, there is no need for you to buy it, because he who 

has anointed you cannot offer your poverty as an excuse. Guard, then, the garment you have received; if 

you ruin it you will not be able to borrow another. There is no place where this kind of garment is for 

sale. (What the Church Fathers Say About…p. 23) 

The days of Holy Week invite us to consider our relationship to 

Christ and what we are willing to invest in this relationship.  Are we 

willing to live for Christ? It is not an easy question for it means 

losing one’s life. The references to the wedding garment remind us 

that we have a role to play in the process.  We have to care for the 

garment given to us at baptism and preserve it undefiled 

throughout our lifetime to the very day when Christ returns (which 

is exactly what we pray at the baptismal service). Following Christ 

requires synergy – we have to be co-workers with Christ for our 

salvation.  The wedding garment is our responsibility to secure and preserve so that we will have the 

glorious garment to wear when we enter the heavenly wedding banquet in the Kingdom of God. 

 

Great and Holy Tuesday (2019) 

ON APRIL 23, 2019 BY FR. TED IN BAPTISM, HOLY WEEK, ORTHODOX 

CHURCH, ORTHODOXY 

Holy Tuesday: The Procession of the Wise Virgins 

The second wedding parable from the Gospel is that of the Wise Virgins 

( Matthew 25:1-13). Here the emphasis is not put on the laying aside of bad 

dispositions, but rather on the positive preparation for coming to the 

marriage-feast. Applied to the sacraments, the parable points out the 

dispositions necessary to take part in the Eucharistic banquet; and liturgically, 

the procession of virgins going to meet the Bridegroom with their lighted lamps reminds us of the 

procession during the paschal night in which the newly-baptized, carrying their lighted candles in their 

hands, were led from the baptistry to the church where they were to take part in the Eucharistic banquet. 

This double aspect is recalled by St. Cyril, when, at the beginning of the 

Procatechesis, he presents the process of initiation as a whole: “You carry in 

your hands the lamps of the wedding procession, these lamps which are the 

desire of heavenly blessings, the firm resolution and the hope which 

accompanies it” (XXXIII, 333). The eschatalogical waiting signified by the lamps 

of the wise virgins is applied to the waiting for baptism initiation which is an 

anticipation of the Parousia and a meeting of the soul with Christ the 

Bridegroom. 

This connection between the procession of the paschal night and of the 

wedding parable is made explicitly by Gregory Nazianzen: “The station that you 

will make, just after Baptism, before the great throne, is the prefiguring of 
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future glory. The chant of the Psalms with which you will be received is the prelude to the Psalmody of 

heaven. The lamps that you will light are the sacrament (mysterion) of the resplendent procession of 

heaven with which we will go before the Bridegroom, souls virginal and resplendent, with the burning 

lamps of faith. Let us not allow ourselves by negligence to become drowsy, so as to let Him for Whom we 

are waiting go by us when He comes unexpectedly, and let us not remain without sustenance and 

without oil, for fear of being excluded from the bridal chamber. There is no room there for the man who 

is proud and negligent, nor for him who is clad in a stained garment and not in the wedding-robe” 

(XXXVI, 426 B-C). 

This passage shows us that the baptismal procession is a figure of the procession of the elect at the time 

of the Parousia. Or, better still, this procession is the sacrament, the visible sign of the heavenly 

liturgy. (Jean Danielou, The Bible and the Liturgy, pp. 218-219) 

While Holy Week makes us think about events on earth, what is being opened to us is Paradise, Heaven, 

the Kingdom of God!  The Liturgical services are endeavoring to help us experience what we sing at 

Pascha: “For from death to life and from earth to Heaven has Christ our God led us as we sing the song of 

victory: Christ is risen from the dead!“ 

 

Holy Wednesday (2019)   ON APRIL 24, 2019 BY FR. TED IN GOSPEL, GREAT LENT, HOLY WEEK, 

ORTHODOX CHURCH, ORTHODOXY 

Holy Wednesday: The Sorrowful Woman (Matthew 26:6-16) 

As we move through Holy Week, we realize that all the events that happen, all that Christ does, is 

because of us and for us.  He is going to suffer torture and execution because of our sins.  He is going to 

suffer torture and execution for us, to free us from the burden of our sins.   Our response is not meant 

to be inflicting suffering on ourselves, or feeling shame and guilt, or even focusing on His suffering as 

wondrous as that is.  Our response is to be that of the woman who washes His feet – we are to be 

moved with tears of joy that the burden of our sins is taken away and we are to wash the feet of the our 

fellow Christians, even the least of the brothers and sisters of Christ.  Doing that would certainly mean 

we had a good Lent. 

“This image of interior cleansing through the water of humility is mirrored in 

the encounter between Christ and fallen woman recorded in Luke’s Gospel, 

in which she approaches Christ from behind as he is dining with the Pharisee 

and washes his feet with her tears and wipes them with her hair (Lk. 

7:36ff.). St. Ambrose sees an icon of the Church and the relationship of its 

members to Christ in this encounter: 

The Church, then, both washes the feet of Christ and wipes them with her 

hair, and anoints them with oil, and pours ointment upon them, because not 

only does she care for the wounded and cherish the weary, but also sprinkles 

them with the sweet odor of grace…Christ died once, and was buried once, 

and nevertheless He wills that ointment should daily be poured on His feet. 

What, then, are those feet of Christ on which we pour ointment? The feet of 

Christ are they of whom He Himself says: “What ye have done to one of the least of these ye have done 
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to Me” [Mt. 25:40]. These feet that woman in the Gospel refreshes, these feet she bedews with her tears; 

when sin is forgiven to the lowliest, guilt is washed away, and pardon granted. These feet he kisses, who 

loves even the lowest of the holy people…in these the Lord Jesus Himself declares that He is honored. 

The unnamed woman of St. Luke’s Gospel, in all her 

brokenness and sorrow, already has learned the lesson Christ is 

teaching his disciples. Her humble repentance, driven by great 

love, has brought her to the feet of Christ. Like St. Peter, she 

does not hold back. Her tears of repentance, flowing as living 

water (Jn. 7:38), wash the feet of One who needs not cleansing 

but who nonetheless welcomes her with joy.”  (Daniel B. 

Hinshaw, Touch and the Healing of the World, p. 78) 

 

Holy Thursday (2019) 

ON APRIL 25, 2019 BY FR. TED IN EUCHARIST, HOLY COMMUNION, HOLY WEEK, ORTHODOX CHURCH, 

ORTHODOXY 

On Holy Thursday we commemorate the the 

institution of the Mystical Supper of Christ (1 

Corinthians 11:23-32,  Matthew 26:2-27:2).  Now 

in and through the Eucharist we are able to 

personally participate in the incarnation of 

God and to experience our salvation.  We the 

Christians become the Body of Christ continuing 

the incarnation throughout time. The Mystical 

Supper is instituted as part of Christ’s own 

diaconal service to us all for He first washes the 

feet of His disciples to give us the example of what salvation is and means.  Salvation is God’s love 

incarnate not in Christ alone but in and through the Body of Christ. Salvation is not merely that we cease 

sinning but that we become united to God. We all participate in this salvation and are to incarnate this 

love in our life and our world. 

In sum, the Gospel of John understands the Eucharist not as a mere “cultic” and “sacramental” act, but 

primarily as a diaconal act and an alternative way of life with 

apparent social implications. For in those days, the washing of a 

disciple’s feet was more than an ultimate act of humble services 

and kenotic diakonia; it was an act of radical social behavior, in 

fact, a rite of inversion of roles within the society. To this should 

be added Jesus’ admonition to his disciples and through them to 

his Church: “For I have given you an example, that you also 

should do as I have done to you” (John 13:15). The diaconal 

implication of the Johannine understanding of the Eucharist 

becomes quite evident. 
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It is almost an assured result of modern biblical and liturgical scholarship that the Eucharist was “lived” 

in the early Christian community as a foretaste of the coming kingdom of God. It was experienced as a 

proleptic manifestation, within the tragic realties of history, of an authentic life of communion, unity, 

justice and equality, entailing no practical differentiation (soteriological and beyond) between men and 

women. (Theodore G. Stylianopoulos, Sacred Text and Interpretation, p. 156) 

Following the footwashing and the Supper, Christ and the disciples 

sang a hymn together – believed to be Psalm 118.   

“Psalm 118, which is one of the most beautiful psalms in the entire 

Psalter. It is also one of the most simple….  It goes without saying that 

all the psalms are important to us. Yet Psalm 118 is especially 

important, since according to tradition it was the psalm sung by the 

Lord with His disciples at the Mystical Supper (cf. Mt. 26:30), moments 

before He handed Himself over for the life of the world. It is, then, a 

preeminently Eucharistic psalm, a psalm of 

thanksgiving.”  (Archimandrite Aimilianos, Psalms and the Life of 

Faith, p. 300) 

Christ prepares Himself and His disciples for the betrayal, arrest and crucifixion by singing a hymn of 

Thanksgiving with them.  So for us every Divine Liturgy is Eucharistic – a thanksgiving to God for all that 

God has done and is doing for us and with us. On the very night Jesus is arrested He gives thanks to God 

as we commemorate every time we serve the Liturgy of St John Chrysostom: 

For when He had come and had fulfilled all the plan of salvation for us, in the night in which He was 

given up – or rather, in which He gave Himself up for the life of the world – He took bread in His holy, 

pure, and blameless hands; and when He had given thanks and blessed it, and hallowed it, and broken it, 

He gave it to His holy disciples and apostles, saying: “Take! Eat! This is My Body which is broken for you, 

for the remission of sins.” 

Amen. 

And likewise, after supper, He took the cup, saying:  “Drink of it all of you! This is My Blood of the New 

Covenant, which is shed for you and for many, for the remission of sins.” 

Amen. 

Do this in remembrance of Me! Remembering this saving 

commandment and all those things which have come to pass for us: 

the Cross, the Tomb, the Resurrection on the third day, the 

Ascension into heaven, the Sitting at the right hand, and the Second 

and glorious Coming. 

 

Holy Friday (2019) 

ON APRIL 26, 2019 BY FR. TED IN CHRIST, CHRISTIANITY, CROSS, CRUCIFIXION, HOLY 
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Holy Friday: The Crucifixion (Matthew 27) 

“The explanation given in the Gospel account is simple if we only listen to it 

closely, reflect on it, accustom ourselves to it: they reject Christ, they hate 

Christ, they crucify Christ, not because of some one thing, not because of those 

fabricated misdemeanours for which He is falsely and slanderously denounced 

to Pilate. Pilate himself rejects these lies and slanders, even while condemning 

Christ to a humiliating and terrible death. No, this is not some 

misunderstanding, this is not some kind of accident. Christ is crucified because 

His goodness, His love, the blinding light that pours from Him, is something 

the people cannot stand. They cannot bear it because it exposes the evil they live by, which they conceal 

even from themselves. This is the horror of the fallen world, that evil not only has dominion, but poses as 

something good, always hiding behind the mask of good. Evil guarantees its domination of the world by 

parading itself as good! Now in our own day as well, it is always in the name of good, of freedom, of 

concern for mankind that people are enslaved and murdered, deceived, lied to, slandered and destroyed. 

Every evil screams only one message: “I am good!” And not only does it scream, but it demands that the 

people cry out tirelessly in response: “You are good, you are freedom, you are happiness!” 

Yes, the crowds followed Christ as long as He helped, 

healed, worked miracles. And it was these same 

crowds that discarded Him and shouted, “Crucify Him!” 

They knew, with all of evil’s terrifying intuition, that in 

this perfect man, in this perfect love, they were 

exposed. They knew that through His own love, His 

own perfection, Christ was demanding from them a life 

which they did not want to lead – a love, a truth, a 

perfection they could not stand. And this witness had 

to be silenced, exterminated. 

It is only here- and this is the entire meaning, all the depth, of the 

cross and crucifixion – in this apparent triumph of evil, where in 

reality good is triumphant. For the victory of good begins precisely 

here, with the exposure of evil as evil. The high priest knows he is 

lying. Pilate knows he is condemning to death a man who is totally 

innocent. And hour after hour, step by step, within that terrible 

triumph of evil, the light of victory begins to burn more and more 

brightly. The victory can be heard in the repentance of the crucified 

criminal, in the words of the centurion who led the execution: “Truly 

this man was the Son of God!” (Mt. 57:54). The man dying on the 

cross has completed His testimony.  And through it, from within – no, 

not yet on the outside – evil is destroyed, for it was exposed, and is 

now eternally exposed as evil. I repeat, the cross begins that victory 

which is fulfilled in the death and resurrection of the Crucified One. 
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Christ “suffered…” says the Symbol of faith. Why 

this repetition, since surely the word “crucified” can 

be understood to include suffering? The answer to 

this question needs to be put as follows: in saying 

“crucified,” we are primarily speaking about those 

who crucified Christ, we are speaking about evil, 

about that visible triumph and victory of evil 

expressed by the Cross and crucifixion; and by 

exposing evil as evil, Christ’s crucifixion strips evil of 

all its masks and begins its destruction. But when 

we say “and suffered,” we are speaking about 

Christ, we are focusing our inner, spiritual sight on 

the Crucified One and not on the crucifiers. If Christ did not suffer on the Cross – as was taught by certain 

false teachers condemned by the Church – if He did not go through physical and emotional suffering, 

then absolutely everything about our faith in Christ as Savior of the world would be completely different. 

This is because we would be removing from our faith that which is most essential: faith in the saving 

nature of this voluntary suffering itself, in which Christ gives Himself up to the most terrible, most 

incomprehensible, most inescapable law of “this world,” the law of suffering.”    (Alexander 

Schmemann, Celebration of Faith, p. 80, 81, 82) 

 

Holy Saturday (2019)    ON APRIL 27, 2019 BY FR. TED IN CHRISTIANITY, HOLY WEEK, ORTHODOX 

CHURCH, ORTHODOXY, PASCHA, RESURRECTION 

Holy Saturday: Victory Over Hell 

Holy Saturday is the Great and Holy Sabbath on which God rested from 

His work (Genesis 2:2-3).  God rested before the Eighth Day began – the 

new day of the new creation. It is a day of anticipation and vigilance for 

believers as we wait for what we know God does: rise from the 

dead.  Our faith is not in an uncertain and unknown future which may or 

may not happen, but in what we know and proclaim: Christ is risen! In 

Christ God became human, humbling Himself to raise us up to heaven. 

“And His whole life was an ongoing self-abasement, an unending self-

emptying, from the moment of His conception until his death and burial 

and beyond. In the extreme humility of His descent God did not stop at 

the clouds. Neither did His journey end on earth. He went all the way to 

hell. In His extreme humility, He descends to the extremity of man’s damnation, and stretches forth His 

hands to those sitting in the darkness and the shadow of death (cf. Lk. 1:79). In stretching forth His 

hands, He embraces all: those who loved Him, and those who hated Him; those who stood by Him 

throughout His life, and those who denied Him. He extends His open hands to all, so that anyone who 

wants can take hold of Him, and He will pull them out of Hell. Lower than this, there is no place for man 

or God to go. 
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In light of God’s descent, everything has changed. When the highest entered the lowest, when God 

entered the realm of hell, everything there was turned upside down. The Devil was defeated. Death 

yielded to life. Darkness was swallowed up by light. Fallen man ascended into heaven. In union with 

Christ, human nature now sits on the throne of God, being filled with the Holy Spirit. God has descended, 

and reduced himself for our sake, while redeemed humanity has become a great mass, exalted, so high 

as to surpass heaven itself. In his sermon on humility, St. Basil says that “from a state of nothingness, 

man has expanded into the heavens’” And all of this can be ours, if only we humble ourselves.” 

(Archimandrite Amilianos, The Way of the Spirit, pp. 310-311) 

“Commenting on the psalms used in 

the paschal vigil, Gregory [of Nyssa] brings out the 

manner in which the incarnation is also rightly 

seen as a war, in which Christ emerges as the 

Victor who brings benefits of peace to his 

followers:  

Let us imitate the prophetic hills and mountains 

and leap for joy (Ps. 113:4). Come let us rejoice in 

the Lord who destroyed the power of the Enemy 

and for our sake set up his standard of the cross 

over the very corpse of the foe. Let us raise a cry of 

victory, for cheers are fitting shouts of triumph 

raised by victors over the vanquished. And since the enemy line has collapsed, and the very one who 

commanded the evil army of demons has gone, has vanished, and has been brought to nothing, then let 

us join in saying: “The Lord is a great God” (Ps. 94:3) and “a great king over all the earth” (Ps 64:12) and 

has gathered us into his spiritual choir in Christ Jesus Our Lord, to whom be glory forever. Amen.”  (John 

A. McGuckin, Seeing the Glory, pp. 230-231) 
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