
Post Paschal Sundays (2019) 

 

One Week Later   ON MAY 5, 2019 BY FR. TED IN CHRISTIANITY, ORTHODOX 

CHURCH, ORTHODOXY, PASCHA 

Then, the same day at evening, being the first day of the week, when the doors 

were shut where the disciples were assembled, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and 

stood in the midst, and said to them, “Peace be with you.” When He had said this, 

He showed them His hands and His side. Then the disciples were glad when they 

saw the Lord. So Jesus said to them again, “Peace to you! As the Father has sent 

Me, I also send you.” And when He had said this, He breathed on them, and said to 

them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven 

them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” Now Thomas, called the 

Twin, one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. The other disciples 

therefore said to him, “We have seen the Lord.” So he said to them, “Unless I see in His hands the print of 

the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and put my hand into His side, I will not believe.” 

And after eight days His disciples were again inside, and Thomas with them. Jesus came, the doors being 

shut, and stood in the midst, and said, “Peace to you!” Then He said to Thomas, “Reach your finger here, 

and look at My hands; and reach your hand here, and put it into My side. Do not be unbelieving, but 

believing.” And Thomas answered and said to Him, “My Lord and my God!” Jesus said to him, “Thomas, 

because you have seen Me, you have believed. Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have 

believed.” And truly Jesus did many other signs in the presence of His disciples, which are not written in 

this book; but these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that 

believing you may have life in His name.   (John 20:19-31) 

The celebration of the Resurrection is always a wonderful event, a foretaste 

of the Kingdom of God which is to come.  But there is a reality that Pascha 

does not end all of life’s problems, nor resolve all of them, nor does it 

necessarily make them more tolerable.  At midnight on Pascha we leave the 

safety of the church and go into the darkness of the night, into the world as 

it is without light.  Yet we rejoice, though darkness is all around us we are 

carrying the Light of Christ within us.  That Light of Christ shines and the 

darkness does not overcome it.  The night becomes resplendent with the 

singing about Christ being risen from the dead.  The Light which shone when 

God first spoke the universe into existence continues to shine in our hearts 

and lives.  For that Light is Christ. 

The full glory of God’s Kingdom is yet to be revealed, but now we thank God that we can experience 

here and now the great joy of the resurrection.  Now we know of God’s victorious power and His great 

plan for our salvation. 

The Kingdom of Heaven is breaking into our lives, but the world too continues to press in on our 

lives.  On the day of the resurrection, the Apostle Thomas already doubted the truth of Christ.   On 

Pascha Sunday, according to St Matthew’s Gospel, the disciples were filled with joy at meeting our Lord 
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risen from the dead, “though some doubted” (Matthew 28:17)  On the very day that Christ rose from the 

dead, already some of Christ’s most ardent faithful are already in doubt!  The world continued intruding 

into their joy, hopes and dreams – and though they know the Good News, one week after the 

resurrection, they are still cowering in a room behind locked doors. 

Despite the resurrection, the disciples are still afraid of dying.  The 

world has not gone away and has not ended.  The Kingdom of God 

has not come in all its power.  They and we continue to have to cope 

with a fallen world and manage our lives in this fallen world. 

The Apostles don’t conclude that the resurrection is not real or that 

they were mistaken in thinking they saw Jesus living, but the truth 

presents the fact that there is mystery in life.  God’s ways are not our 

ways, and we have a hard time grasping His Truth.   The world 

continually presses in on us.  Christ has overcome the world, but He 

has not called us out of this world but rather to be a light to the world 

(John 17:15-16) 

Here we are one week after celebrating the resurrection of Christ, 

and a few vestiges remain of our celebration – some flowers remain, but many have faded.  So too some 

of those who joined us for Pascha have also faded away.  One week after proclaiming the resurrection of 

Christ from the dead, we have already returned back to normal time.  Life goes on. 

And one week after Pascha, Thomas is still doubting the fact of the 

resurrection.   Thomas’ doubt however is sometimes called 

blessed  by some Church Fathers because it is reasonable, based on 

experience.  It is doubt based in the fact that the dead do not come 

back to life. It is doubt based in fact and in fact is our doubt.  We 

realize how hard it is to convince anyone else about why we believe in 

Christ and the resurrection. 

The real world is relentless and rushes by pushing into the distant 

past the good news and placing new pressures on the disciples, 

problems, some old and some new, 

which must be faced.  The 10 disciples 

who saw Christ risen from the dead on 

that first day of the week can’t even 

convince their fellow disciple, Thomas, that what they had seen is real and 

true. 

The promise of the resurrection is not that our life will be easy, nor that our 

life will be free of problems, worries, troubles.  The resurrection does not 

make it any easier to love one another, nor does it mean all believers will 

now be wonderfully loving to you.  The Kingdom of God is breaking into the 

world and into our lives and yet it is still not fully realized. 

 



The promise of the resurrection does not spare us trouble or sorrow, but offers us hope in the day of 

our trouble and sorrow.   Bearing the cross of Christ, which we agreed to do as Christ’s disciples, is not 

the way to avoid difficulties in this world, nor is it the road to prosperity.  Rather the Cross reminds us 

that our hope is still beyond this world and our hope is that this world is only a small part of the total 

reality of God’s Kingdom.  There is a far bigger picture of which we are part, and reality itself, like the 

entire universe, is far bigger than we are able to comprehend or envision.    Christ makes us part of that 

greater Kingdom.  We can only live in the Light of the Resurrection by also facing the darkness of Good 

Friday and the Cross of Christ. 

[Physicists speak of dark energy and dark matter which 

are invisible to us and yet make up most of what exists 

in the universe.  Dark energy makes up 68% of what 

exists in the universe, and dark matter makes up 27% of 

the universe, which means the visible universe as vast as 

it is and which exists almost entirely beyond our grasp is 

still only 5% of all that exists.  The Kingdom of God is 

much the same it constitutes far more time and space 

than all that has ever existed, and we only know an 

extremely small part of it.  Planet earth, the only place 

in the universe we have lived, is a tiny part of the entire 

universe, and that universe is but a tiny part of the Kingdom of God.] 

The world is awash with problems, but it is God who remains both a compass to us through the stormy 

sea of life and who is our destination, our safe harbor to whom we are sojourning.  In God we find 

meaning and purpose to all that we experience and realize that nothing can separate us from the love of 

God. 

Christ is risen!       This was a fact the Apostles could not deny, but now they are faced with figuring out 

how do they live in this world which basically is unchanged by the good news. 

The disciples have been changed by the Gospel, but the world is the same old world.  And after 

celebrating Pascha, the resurrection of Christ, we too are faced with the task of returning to the world to 

live the Gospel and to be a light to all those still in darkness.  The resurrection of Christ should mean that 

we see the world differently in His Light, and we live differently because now we live not just for this 

world but for life in the world to come. 

St Thomas: Faith and Seeing 

ON MAY 6, 2019 BY FR. TED IN CHRISTIANITY, FAITH AND REASON, ORTHODOX 

CHURCH, ORTHODOXY, PASCHA 

“Origen reminds his readers that doubting Thomas is not the only model of faith in 

the Scriptures. Faith is more than believing what was not seen with the eyes. Jesus 

said to his disciples, ‘Happy are your eyes for they see and your ears for they hear‘ 

(Matt. 13:16). His saying suggests that those who have seen with the eyes are 

happy, not just those who believed without seeing. Was not Simeon happy, asks 

Origen, when he saw the Christ child and “held God’s salvation in his arms.” Did he 
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not say, ‘Lord, now let your servant depart in peace for my eyes have seen your salvation’ (Luke 2:29-30). 

Origen concludes that ‘faith complemented by vision is far superior to faith through a mirror.’ The 

disciples who saw Jesus alive after his death knew him by faith even though they could see him with their 

eyes.”  (Robert Louis Wilken, The Spirit of Early Christian Thought, p. 179) 

“The physical evidence that Thomas is invited to inspect is only a 

beginning, but, in human terms, perhaps an essential beginning for 

many on the road to faith. St. John the Theologian begins his first 

epistle by restating this evidence and its ultimate purpose: ‘That 

which was from the beginning, which we heard, which we saw with 

our eyes, which we observed, and which our hands 

touched, concerning the Word of Life…what we saw and heard we 

announced to you so that you might have fellowship with us as we 

have fellowship with the Father and his Son Jesus Christ’ (I Jn. 1.1-3), 

author’s translation). 

The faith of Thomas was not born from a purely objective 

examination of empirical evidence. It could only emerge from the 

interface between a conscious acknowledgement of the evidence 

and an interaction between persons made initially possible 

through the senses. For the faith spoken so eloquently in 

Thomas’s declaration to Christ is not the affirmation of an idea 

or a fact, but a commitment of absolute trust in a Person. It is 

the necessary element, the sine qua non, for the journey toward 

union with the unknowable God, who yet through a relationship 

with his incarnate Word can be known.” (Daniel B. 

Hinshaw, Touch and the Healing of the World, p. 111) 

 

Our Prayers to the Crucified Christ 

ON MAY 7, 2019 BY FR. TED IN ORTHODOX CHURCH, ORTHODOXY, PASCHA, RESURRECTION 

Sometimes we find in our lives a need to cry out with Jesus in desperation: “My God, My God, why have 

you forsaken me?” (Matthew 27:46) and then we know with Jesus that despite human appearances, 

God is with us, even in tragedy, suffering and death. 

At other times, meaning in tragedy can only be found in saying 

with Jesus: “Father, forgive them for the know not what they 

do” (Luke 23:34)  and then we trust God that His forgiveness, 

mercy and love will somehow and miraculously make right and 

whole that which had been destroyed or at least that God will 

forgive us for our willingness to destroy the Good. 
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Still there are other times when we come to 

understand the suffering and evil have no power 

over Jesus Christ our Lord, nor do they have 

ultimate power over any of us who are united in 

Christ.  We may suffer, but we realize the suffering 

is only in this world and is temporary for Christ has 

overcome the world. 

We have been on a long spiritual sojourn together have followed God into the desert of Great Lent, and 

walked with Christ into Jerusalem to the cross.   We who have been baptized into Christ began a walk 

with Christ, that began right at the tomb of Christ.   We died with Christ in baptism – we came to his 

tomb, as St. Paul says: 

Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized 

into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? We were 

buried therefore with him by baptism into death, so that 

as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the 

Father, we too might walk in newness of life. For if we 

have been united with him in a death like his, we shall 

certainly be united with him in a resurrection like 

his.  (Romans 6:3-5) 

Baptism brings us to the tomb of Christ, where we die 

with Him in order to be raised with Him.   It is no accident that we are here, but is God’s own plan for 

us.  And we are here by our own choice – by accepting Christ’s call to discipleship.  And all of us who 

have chosen to follow Christ have received His Body and Blood in the Eucharist.   And what are we told 

about the Eucharist? 

In the same way also the cup, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as 

often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you 

proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.  (1 Corinthians 11:25-26) 

Every time we drink the cup of Christ’s Blood, we proclaim His death, 

we end up at the tomb of Christ which also happens to be the fountain 

of the resurrection.   Christ’s own death is a significant part of our 

salvation.  We need to proclaim His death, we need to be at His tomb, 

to remind ourselves that our union with God comes in and through the 

death of God’s only-begotten son, Jesus Christ. 

Our long Lenten pilgrimage has brought us to the tomb of Christ.  And 

here we remember all that Christ has done for us, and how He was 

willing to suffer for us and die for us.  But the tomb is not meant to be 

a shrine that we stay at and adore. 

Because at the tomb of Christ we also hear the angel tell us, what? 

He is not here!  He is risen! (Matthew 28:6) 
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The death of Christ which we personally 

experience in baptism and proclaim at every 

Eucharist and which is essential to our salvation, 

is still not our destination – if we want to be with 

Christ He is not at His tomb.  For we know now 

that Christ is sending us out into the world to live 

the resurrection and to share this good news 

with everyone we might meet.  The tomb of 

Christ it turns out is another sign of the Kingdom of Heaven, just like all the miracles Christ 

performed.  The tomb of Christ is telling us to continue our spiritual sojourn, to go out and live in the 

world, but live in the light of the resurrection. 

 

Why Did the Early Church Grow So Fast?   ON MAY 8, 2019 BY FR. TED IN CHRISTIANITY, 

EVANGELISM, ORTHODOX 

CHURCH, ORTHODOXY, PATRISTIC 

In those days Peter stood up among the brethren (the 

company of persons was in all about a hundred and 

twenty)…  (Acts 1:15) 

So those who received his word were baptized, and there 

were added that day about three thousand souls.   (Acts 

2:41) 

But many of those who heard the word 

believed; and the number of the men came to 

about five thousand.   (Acts 4:4) 

St. John Chrysostom writes: 

Did you not hear that, in the time of our 

forebears, the number of those who believed 

was one hundred and twenty? Rather, before 

the one hundred and twenty believed, there were only twelve. And not all of the twelve persevered, but 

one of them, Judas, perished. And then eleven were all that were left. Still, 

from the eleven came the one hundred and twenty and from the one 

hundred and twenty came three thousand, and then five thousand. And 

then they filled the whole world with the knowledge of God. 

The reason for this growth was that they never left their gathering, They 

were constantly with one another, spending the whole day in the temple, 

and turning their attention to prayers and sacred readings. This is why they 

kindled a great fire, this is why their strength never waned, this is why the 

drew the whole world to them. We, too, must imitate them.   (On the 

Incomprehensible Nature of God, p. 283) 
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The Presence and the Present of the Resurrection   ON MAY 9, 2019 BY FR. TED IN CHRISTIANITY, 

ORTHODOX CHURCH, ORTHODOXY, PASCHA, RESURRECTION 

Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. And even now I know 

that whatever you ask from God, God will give you.” Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 

Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day.” Jesus said to her, 

“I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes in me, though he die, 

yet shall he live, and whoever lives and believes in me shall never die. Do 

you believe this?” She said to him, “Yes, Lord; I believe that you are the 

Christ, the Son of God, he who is coming into the world.”  (John 11:21-27) 

“Martha placed the resurrection at the last day; she changed it into a 

matter of the most distant future, and without immediate interest.  So 

she thought that Lazarus had been forever lost from her sight, but the 

Lord directed Martha’s thoughts to the present, and especially to His own 

presence.  In the person of the Lord Martha had the whole amazing fact 

of the resurrection and life.  Therefore, her confidence in the dogma of 

the future resurrection had to be replaced with confidence in Christ, who 

was even then present.  The meaning of the revelation which He made to 

Martha is as follows:  Do not dream of an unending age of silence, lethargy, isolation, inserted between 

the present and the last day, but learn that through me the resurrection is transferred from the future to 

the present; through me, life continues.  Beyond the tomb there is no lethargy, silence darkness, or 

unconsciousness, but life in me.  The resurrection and the life is stored up, like a treasure, in me.   . . . So 

now to Martha,  who was longing for her brother, whom death had snatched away, and whose 

resurrection she imagined to be in the unfathomable depths of the ages, He answers: “I am the 

resurrection.”  In Christ the resurrection exists both potentially and actually, and in Him we find 

everything which the deepest needs of our existence require in this life, and in the life after death. 

“I am the life.” I am the fountain of life.  In spite of the fact that 

Lazarus died and his body had already begun to decay inside 

the tomb – in spite of that – he was living, because his soul had 

been joined to the Fountain of life, to Christ; by faith and love, 

he had already been resurrected to new life; he had become a 

partaker of undying life.  It follows that the resurrection and 

the life of Lazarus as with everyone who believes in Christ, is 

the present one in Christ.  Through birth, parents transmit life 

to their children, but life which is temporary, corruptible, and 

sinful.  “That which is born of the flesh is flesh,” the Lord said to 

Nicodemus (John 3:6).  But the life which Christ transmits to those who have been born again through 

Him, is another.  He transmits the life which is similar to His, not corruptible and sinful, but foreign to sin, 

immune to death, and thus eternal.  “And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish” (John 

10:28).  It follows that he who has Christ in his heart, possesses the true life; he possesses it now, a 

present possession and not a future gift.”  (Archimandrite Seraphim Papakostas, FOR THE HOURS OF 

PAIN, pp 95-97) 

https://frted.wordpress.com/2019/05/09/the-presence-and-the-present-of-the-resurrection/
https://frted.wordpress.com/author/bobosht/
https://frted.wordpress.com/category/christianity/
https://frted.wordpress.com/category/orthodox-church/
https://frted.wordpress.com/category/orthodoxy/
https://frted.wordpress.com/tag/pascha/
https://frted.wordpress.com/tag/resurrection/
https://live.staticflickr.com/6102/6995553789_e92220f222.jpg
https://live.staticflickr.com/1571/24049941890_858539c21a.jpg


The Myrrhbearing Women Seeking the Lord 

ON MAY 11, 2019 BY FR. TED 

IN CHRISTIANITY, ORTHODOX CHURCH, 

ORTHODOXY, PASCHA, PATRISTIC, 

RESURRECTION  

There are some, Dearly Beloved, who seem to be 

seeking the Lord, but since they are slothful, and 

strangers to virtue, they do not deserve to find 

Him; nor, when found, to see Him. What 

however were these holy women seeking at the 

tomb, if not the Body of the Lord Jesus? And you, 

what is it you are seeking in the Church if not Jesus, that is, the Savior? 

But if you wish to find Him, the sun being now risen, then come as these 

women came; that is, let there be no darkness of evil in your hearts; for 

the desires of the flesh, and works that are evil, are darkness. They in 

whose hearts there is darkness of this kind see not like light, and 

understand not Christ; for Christ is the Light. 

Therefore, drive the darkness from you, 

brethren; that is, all sinful desires, and all 

evil works, and provide yourselves with 

sweet spices, that is earnest prayer, saying 

with the psalmist: Let my prayer, O Lord, 

be directed as incense in thy sight (Ps. cxl. 

2). 

 

(St Ambrose, The Sunday Sermons of the Great Fathers, p. 218) 

 

Mothers Day and Myrrhbearing Women 

ON MAY 12, 2019 BY FR. TED IN CHRISTIANITY, ORTHODOX CHURCH, PASCHA, RESURRECTION 

Gospel: Mark 15:43-16:8 

Joseph of Arimathea, a prominent council member, who was himself waiting for the kingdom of God, 

coming and taking courage, went in to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. Pilate marveled that He 

was already dead; and summoning the centurion, he asked him if He had been dead for some time. So 

when he found out from the centurion, he granted the body to Joseph. Then he bought fine linen, took 

Him down, and wrapped Him in the linen. And he laid Him in a tomb which had been hewn out of the 

rock, and rolled a stone against the door of the tomb. And Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of 

Joses observed where He was laid. 
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Now when the Sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene, 

Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought spices, 

that they might come and anoint Him. Very early in the 

morning, on the first day of the week, they came to the 

tomb when the sun had risen. And they said among 

themselves, “Who will roll away the stone from the 

door of the tomb for us?” But when they looked up, 

they saw that the stone had been rolled away – for it 

was very large. And entering the tomb, they saw a 

young man clothed in a long white robe sitting on the 

right side; and they were alarmed. But he said to them, “Do not be alarmed. You seek Jesus of Nazareth, 

who was crucified. He is risen! He is not here. See the place where they laid Him. But go, tell His disciples 

– and Peter – that He is going before you into Galilee; there you will see Him, as He said to you.” So they 

went out quickly and fled from the tomb, for they trembled and were amazed. And they said nothing to 

anyone, for they were afraid. 

Christ is risen! 

Today in our Church we honor the Myrrhbearing Women who 

bravely went to the tomb of Christ to anoint His 

corpse.  Mark in his Gospel even gives us  their names: Mary 

Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome, so we 

aren’t honoring “anonymous”, nameless women, but people 

well known to the Apostles, and who are all glorified as saints in 

our church.  They are named as the Women Disciples of the 

Lord. 

Additionally today, we have in America, Mother’s Day, and we are honoring our 

mothers, who gave birth to us and nurtured us in life.  One of the three 

Myrrhbearing Women Disciples of the Lord is also listed as Mother – her name 

happens also to be Mary.  We give thanks to you our mothers for all the beautiful 

things you have done for us, including giving us life.  Our mothers share in one of 

God’s own characteristics – being life-giving – in a way that we males cannot, so it is 

appropriate for us to recognize the godliness of women and to honor our mothers. 

There is another woman disciple of the Lord that we know and she too happens to 

be named Mary, it is Mary of Bethany, the sister of Lazarus and Martha – she too is counted as one of 

the myrrhbearing women of the Gospels.  In John’s Gospel (11:1-2) we learn about this family: 

Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. It was Mary 

who anointed the Lord with ointment and wiped his feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was ill. 

And we can read about Mary’s anointing of Jesus in Mark 14:3-10 – 

And while he was at Bethany in the house of Simon the leper, as he sat at table, a woman came with an 

alabaster flask of ointment of pure nard, very costly, and she broke the flask and poured it over his head. 

But there were some who said to themselves indignantly, “Why was the ointment thus wasted? For this 
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ointment might have been sold for more than three hundred denarii, and given to the poor.” And they 

reproached her. 

But Jesus said, “Let her alone; why do you trouble her? She has done a 

beautiful thing to me. For you always have the poor with you, and 

whenever you will, you can do good to them; but you will not always have 

me. She has done what she could; she has anointed my body beforehand 

for burying. And truly, I say to you, wherever the gospel is preached in the 

whole world, what she has done will be told in memory of her.” Then 

Judas Iscariot, who was one of the twelve, went to the chief priests in 

order to betray him to them. 

Jesus considered what Mary did for Him – anointing His body in 

preparation for His burial – to be a beautiful thing.  I’m sure Jesus would 

also have seen the Myrrhbearing Women coming to the tomb to anoint 

His corpse as a beautiful thing.  Especially considering that His male 

disciples were cowering behind locked doors afraid that they might be identified as His disciples if they 

showed their faces in public. 

 

When we look into the Scriptures we will see that the 

concept of “beauty” is related to many other ideas 

including that which is lovely, fair, desirable to the eyes, 

comely, befitting, pleasant, graceful, true, delightful, 

handsome, and godly.  Beauty is also connected to glory, 

splendor, being faithful, and loving.  That list in itself is 

joyous to think about. 

In Scripture beauty comes from God, and beauty reveals 

God to us.  Beauty is joyful, wonderful, startling and glorious.  Beauty is something to be valued for its 

own sake.  We don’t value beauty because it makes us rich, rather it is prized simply because it is 

beautiful even when it gives profit to no one.  Beauty is noble, eternal and godly. 

The Myrrhbearing Women as they went to the tomb to do this beautiful act, knew nothing about the 

resurrection.  They only knew their Lord had been killed and that the 

authorities were threatening to harm anyone who followed Jesus.  So they 

represent to us courage, nobility, faith, hope and love even in the face of 

the threat of death. 

We honor them for these virtues.  We all should be so virtuous and noble 

and courageous as these Women Disciples of the Lord.  In the face of death 

they don’t seek revenge or bring retaliation, they seek only that which is beautiful. 

And we should consider whether we value such beauty in our lives.  Do we strive for this beauty that is 

related to courage, truth, love, nobility and virtue? 
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We might ask ourselves who are we more like from the Gospel lesson of the anointing of Jesus at 

Bethany.  Judas who was most concerned about money?  or Mary who is concerned about beauty, 

purity of heart and virtue?  Which are we striving for in our lives?  What do we really seek with our mind 

and strength? 

Do we even bother to seek out this godly beauty in our lives, and do those beautiful things which benefit 

others but bring no benefit to ourselves?  or are we always thinking about what benefits me?   Do we 

teach our children the value of godly beauty or is our only concern that they grow up and be 

prosperous, powerful and successful? 

If we are to be disciples of Christ like these Women disciples 

who we honor as saints, then we need to have serious 

discussions within our families and with each other about 

virtue, beauty, truth, purity and all of these characteristics of 

God. 

Too often instead we place power, wealth, success, pride, and 

fame as our highest ideals.  We crave being praised.  Too often 

in the modern world we want to debate the roles of power and 

authority in the life of the church.  But Christ taught us that 

such arguments belong to the non-believers (Luke 22:25-

26).  For us the discussion is not who is the greatest, but how 

can we serve one another and serve the Lord? 

Jesus taught us to wash one another’s feet, and these Women 

Disciples of the Lord are going to the tomb to wash the body of 

Jesus.  The men disciples who debated as to which of them was the greatest are all cowardly hiding at 

this moment.  So which of these people – the women or the men – show themselves to be true disciples 

of Christ? 

Christ’s Women Disciples witness to us about self-sacrifice, altruism, service, truth, nobility, charity, 

purity, courage and beauty. 

The Myrrhbearng Women reveal to us the more 

perfect, healthy, spiritual and beautiful way.  God 

created beauty and set eternity in our hearts.   As the 

Psalmist sings: 

One thing have I asked of the LORD, that will I seek 

after; that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all 

the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the 

LORD…   (Psalms 27:4) 

Those Women Disciples of the Lord remind me about a hospital for children which I once read 

about.  The hospital didn’t see the children just as patients but also as healers of themselves and 

others.  The children were not viewed as victims needing professional help, but as people capable of 

healing others.  The hospital’s motto:  “If you can help somebody else, you are not disabled.” 
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In the Church we are not merely the walking wounded or the spiritually sick, we are able to show 

concern and care for others – we are not disabled.   We are here to serve, no matter what our condition 

or what we feel about ourselves or of how much we need to repent.  You are not disabled because you 

are able to help somebody else.  We are here to be as courageous as the women disciples of the Lord 

and serve those who are in need. 

Which brings me back to the fact that while all of us are called to 

serve one another , diakonia – to be deacons, we are especially 

remembering today our mothers who often are a great example of 

self-sacrificing service to others.  Mothers not only sacrifice their 

lives and time for their children and husbands, but they also have 

special opportunity for being evangelists in their families.  In that 

way they are certainly Women Disciples of the Lord.  For it is the 

Myrrhbearing Women who tell the Disciples about the 

resurrection.  And often it is our mothers who who pray for us their 

children.  There is a saying in the Church that the prayers of mothers 

is the foundation of households.  May God bless all of your our 

mothers with courage, faith, hope and love.  May we all follow the 

example of the Women Disciples of the Lord. 

 

Melitio of Sardis: Homily on the Pascha 

ON MAY 15, 2019 BY FR. TED IN CHRISTIANITY, CRUCIFIXION, ORTHODOX CHURCH, ORTHODOXY, 

PASCHA, PATRISTIC, RESURRECTION 

For, himself led as a lamb 

and slain as a sheep, 

he ransomed us from the world’s service 

as from the land of Egypt, 

and freed us from the devil’s slavery 

as from the hand 

of Pharaoh; 

and he marked our souls with his own Spirit 

and the members of our body with his own blood. 

It is he that clouded death with shame 

and stood the devil in grief 

as Moses did Pharoah. 

It is he that struck down crime 
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and made injustice childless 

as Moses did Egypt. 

It is he that delivered us from slavery to liberty, 

from darkness to light, 

from death to life, 

from tyranny to eternal royalty… 

It is he that was enfleshed in a virgin, 

that was hanged on a tree, 

that was buried in the earth, 

that was raised from the dead, 

that taken up to the heights of the heavens. 

He is the lamb being slain; 

he is the lamb speechless; 

he is the one born from Mary the lovely ewe-lamb; 

he is the one “taken from the flock” (cf. Ex. 12:5; 1 Sam. 17: 34), 

and dragged “to slaughter” (cf. Isa. 53:7), 

and sacrificed “at evening” (cf. Ex. 12:6), 

 

and buried “a t night” (cf. Ex. 12:8, 10), 

who on the tree was “not broken” (cf. Ex. 12:10), 

in the earth was not dissolved, 

arose from the dead, 

and raised up man from the grave below. 

(Melito of Sardis, Homily on the Pascha, from Paul M. Blowers’s The Bible in Greek Christian 

Antiquity, pp. 98-99) 

 

The Resurrection: A Call to Awake 

ON MAY 16, 2019 BY FR. TED IN CHRIST, CHRISTIANITY, ORTHODOX CHURCH, ORTHODOXY, PASCHA, 

PATRISTIC, RESURRECTION 
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Because Adam introduced into the world 

the sleep of death in sins, 

the Wakeful One came down to wake us up 

from being submerged in sin. 

(Ephrem the Syrian, The Luminous Eye, p. 141) 

The Incarnation and the Resurrection 

ON MAY 17, 2019 BY FR. TED IN CHRISTIANITY, GOSPEL, ORTHODOX 

CHURCH, ORTHODOXY, PASCHA, PATRISTIC, RESURRECTION  

“Through His Resurrection, Christ put an end to death, changing it into 

a necessary passage to immortality. Seen in this perspective, death 

frees us from the demands and conditions of the fall. Death, the fruit 

of corruption and “corruptibility,” allows us to move beyond time, 

which in turn abolishes the corruptibility of death. There is one 

condition, however: that this movement be an entrance into the 

Kingdom already present in this world. This is what allows Death to 

open onto eternity. 

According to St. Irenaeus of Lyons: 

This is why God cast [Adam] out of Paradise and sent him far 

from the tree of life; not because He kept this tree of life 

form him out of jealousy, as some have dared to maintain, 

but He acted out of compassion, so that man might not 

remain in sin forever, so that the sin which weighed him 

down might not be immortal, so that evil might not be 

without end and thus without remedy. He kept him from his 

transgression, therefore, by introducing death…giving him 

an end through the dissolution of the flesh which would take place in the earth so that man, having “died 

to sin” [Rom 6:2], might be “alive to God” (Adv. Haer., III, 23, 6). 

Through His Incarnation, the Logos of creation penetrated 

matter, His own work. The Infinite became incarnate and subject 

to space; the Eternal entered time. By coming into the world 

Christ transformed time and space, effecting a revolution with 

profound consequences. As God-Man He did not merely assume 

the corporeal limitations of our condition, He surpassed them. 

Destined to die by virtue of His Incarnation, whereby He entered 

into time and space, the crucified Christ bears the suffering and 

death of every person throughout time and space. Through His Ascension and Resurrection, He leads us 
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beyond the cycle of time, to the never-setting sun.”  (Michael Quenot, The Resurrection and the Icon, p. 

210) 

The True Sabbath Rest 

ON MAY 18, 2019 BY FR. TED IN CHRIST, GOSPEL, ORTHODOX 

CHURCH, ORTHODOXY, PASCHA, PATRISTIC 

After this there was a feast of the Jews, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 

Now there is in Jerusalem by the Sheep Gate a pool, which is called in 

Hebrew, Bethesda, having five porches.  In these lay a great multitude 

of sick people, blind, lame, paralyzed, waiting for the moving of the 

water. For an angel went down at a certain time into the pool and 

stirred up the water; then whoever stepped in first, after the stirring of 

the water, was made well of whatever disease he had. 

Now a certain man was there who had an infirmity thirty-eight years. 

When Jesus saw him lying there, and knew that he already had been in 

that condition a long time, He said to him, “Do you want to be made 

well?” The sick man answered Him, “Sir, I have no man to put me into the pool when the water is stirred 

up; but while I am coming, another steps down before me.” Jesus said to him, “Rise, take up your bed 

and walk.” And immediately the man was made well, took up his bed, and walked. And that day was the 

Sabbath. The Jews therefore said to him who was cured, “It is the Sabbath; it is not lawful for you to 

carry your bed.” He answered them, “He who made me well said to me, ‘Take up your bed and walk.’” 

Then they asked him, “Who is the Man who said to you, ‘Take up your bed and walk’?” But the one who 

was healed did not know who it was, for Jesus had withdrawn, a multitude being in that place. Afterward 

Jesus found him in the temple, and said to him, “See, you have been made well. Sin no more, lest a worse 

thing come upon you.” The man departed and told the Jews that it was Jesus who had made him 

well.  (John 5:1-15) 

Jesus Christ on several occasions heals the sick on the Sabbath 

Day, which causes the religious leaders of His day to doubt that 

His power to heal comes from God since He breaks the Sabbath 

law.  In John 5:1-15, not only does Jesus heal a paralytic, but He 

commands the healed man to carry his bed and it is the Sabbath 

Day.  In these actions, Jesus is challenging the religious authority’s 

understanding of the Torah and accusing them of being hard-

hearted while suggesting that keeping the Torah should lead to 

loving both God and neighbor.  From the 4th Century we have 

comments of a Syrian monk who explains in a sermon the true nature of Torah: 

In the shadow of the Law given to Moses, God decreed that everyone should rest on the sabbath and do 

nothing. This was a figure and a shadow of the true Sabbath given to the soul by the Lord. For the soul 

that has been deemed worthy to have been set free from shameful and sordid thoughts both observes 

the true Sabbath and enjoys true rest, being at leisure and freed from the works of darkness. There, in 

the typical Sabbath, even though they rested physically, their souls were enslaved to evils and 
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wickednesses. However, this, the true Sabbath, is genuine rest, since the 

soul is at leisure and is purified from the temptations of Satan and rests 

in the eternal rest and joy of the Lord. 

Just as then God decreed that also the irrational animals should rest on 

the Sabbath – that the ox should not be forced under the yoke of 

necessity, that they should not burden the ass (for even the animals 

themselves were to rest from their heavy works) – so, when the Lord 

came and gave the true and eternal Sabbath, he gave rest to the soul of 

heavily burdened and loaded down with burdens of iniquity, of unclean 

thoughts, and laboring under restraint in doing works of injustice as 

though it were under slaver to bitter masters. And he lightened the soul 

from its burdens, so difficult to bear, of vain and obscene thoughts. And 

he took away the yoke, so bitter, of the works of injustice, and gave rest to the soul 

that had been worn out by the temptations of impurity. 

For the Lord calls man to his rest, saying, “Come, all you who labor and are heavily 

burdened and I will refresh you” (Mt. 11:28). And as many persons as obey and draw 

near, he refreshes them from all these heavy and burdensome and unclean thoughts. 

And they are at leisure from every iniquity, observing the true, pleasing, holy 

Sabbath. And they celebrate a feast of the Spirit, of joy and ineffable exultation. They 

celebrate a pure service, pleasing to God from a pure heart. This is the true and holy 

Sabbath. Let us, therefore, entreat God that we may enter into this rest (Heb 4:11) 

and that we may be freed from shameful and evil and vain thoughts sot that thus we may be able to 

serve God out of a pure heart and celebrate the feast of the Holy Spirit. Blessed is he who enters into that 

rest. Glory to the Father, who is so well pleased, and the Son and the Holy Spirit, forever. Amen. (Pseudo-

Macarius, The Fifty Spiritual Homilies, pp. 204-205) 

The true burden the paralytic of John 5 carried for 38 years was his illness and the fact that he had no 

one to help him.  His paralysis laid upon his heart a burden of bitterness which allowed Satan to torment 

him, bringing him to doubt and despair. Christ gave him rest from his burden.  Commanding him to carry 

his bed was proof that his burden had been lifted.  Now on that Sabbath, carrying his bed was not 

carrying a burden but  was proof that he had entered into the Lord’s rest.  Now the man no longer was 

burdened by Satan with bitterness, doubt and despair. 

Therefore, while the promise of entering his rest remains, let 

us fear lest any of you be judged to have failed to reach it. For 

good news came to us just as to them; but the message which 

they heard did not benefit them, because it did not meet with 

faith in the hearers. For we who have believed enter that rest 

. . . For he has somewhere spoken of the seventh day in this 

way, “And God rested on the seventh day from all his 

works.”  . . .  So then, there remains a sabbath rest for the 

people of God; for whoever enters God’s rest also ceases from his labors as God did from his.  Let us 

therefore strive to enter that rest, that no one fall by the same sort of disobedience.  (Hebrews 4:1-11) 
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Bearing the Burden of Being Christian 

ON MAY 19, 2019 BY FR. TED IN CHRISTIANITY, CROSS, GOSPEL, 

ORTHODOXY, PASCHA 

After this there was a feast of the Jews, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 

Now there is in Jerusalem by the Sheep Gate a pool, which is called in 

Hebrew, Bethesda, having five porches.  In these lay a great multitude of 

sick people, blind, lame, paralyzed, waiting for the moving of the water. For 

an angel went down at a certain time into the pool and stirred up the 

water; then whoever stepped in first, after the stirring of the water, was 

made well of whatever disease he had. Now a certain man was there who 

had an infirmity thirty-eight years. When Jesus saw him lying there, and 

knew that he already had been in that condition a long time, He said to him, “Do you want to be made 

well?” The sick man answered Him, “Sir, I have no man to put me into the pool when the water is stirred 

up; but while I am coming, another steps down before me.” Jesus said to him, “Rise, take up your bed 

and walk.” And immediately the man was made well, took up his bed, and walked. And that day was the 

Sabbath. The Jews therefore said to him who was cured, “It is the Sabbath; it is not lawful for you to 

carry your bed.” He answered them, “He who made me well said to me, ‘Take up your bed and walk.’” 

Then they asked him, “Who is the Man who said to you, ‘Take up your bed and walk’?” But the one who 

was healed did not know who it was, for Jesus had withdrawn, a multitude being in that place. Afterward 

Jesus found him in the temple, and said to him, “See, you have been made well. Sin no more, lest a worse 

thing come upon you.” The man departed and told the Jews that it was Jesus who had made him 

well.   (John 5:1-15) 

Jesus said:  And he said to all, “If any one would come after me, let 

him deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me.   (Luke 

9:23) 

The Paralytic in John 5 is commanded to rise, take up his bed and 

walk.  It turns out that his cross, the cross on which he had been 

crucified, is his own bed to which he had been nailed for 38 years of 

paralysis.   He picks up that cross so that he can walk with Christ 

and  follow Christ wherever Christ may go. 

Today’s Gospel lesson shows us how “taking up 

the cross” might be a very different experience 

than we usually imagine it to be – and it is 

possible that taking up the Cross is a blessing rather than a burden.  For most of us, 

there are enough trials and temptations each day of our life to make life difficult, 

and some would feel almost impossible to accomplish.  Why then would we want to 

take up the Cross to add to our burdens, sorrows and troubles? 

What we learn from today’s Gospel lesson is that there are two kinds of burdens – 

the ones we should lay down and not carry because we follow God’s blessed 

Sabbath rest, and the burden we must carry In order to follow Christ – the cross 

that it is necessary for us to carry to follow Him. The issue is whether we can see what is the cross in my 
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life that I have to take up in order to follow Christ. There are some burdens we must bear as Christians 

to be faithful to our Lord. 

It is also true that in taking up the Cross we can find ourselves liberated from our own heavy burdens – 

our thoughts and ideas of justice, revenge, repentance, forgiveness, hatred and retribution.  These are 

the burdens we can lay down in order to hear and obey Christ. 

Additionally, If we allow it to, the Cross can carry us through some of life’s trials.  Yet, this thought 

makes us squirm with discomfort for we are terrified at the thought of being lifted up on the Cross and 

we prefer an easier way in which there is no pain and no cost to us. 

Today’s Gospel reaffirms the truth that God’s commandments are not heavy and difficult burdens.  God 

liberates us from our wearisome burdens. 

Today’s Gospel lesson takes place at the sheep pool called Bethesda – a pool of water near one of the 

gates allowing passage into Jerusalem.  The sheep gate is first mentioned in the Book of Nehemiah, 

written about 450 years before the time of Christ.  Nehemiah records the building of the sheep gate.  He 

is one of the prophets who advocated that Israel must keep the Sabbath Day holy: 

 When it began to be dark at the gates of Jerusalem before the sabbath, I commanded that the doors 

should be shut and gave orders that they should not be opened until after the sabbath. And I set some of 

my servants over the gates, that no burden might be brought in on the sabbath day.(Nehemiah 13:19) 

Nehemiah’s prohibition against carrying a burden on the Sabbath day near one of 

the city gates is the basis of our the Gospel lesson in John 5.   The people in the 

Gospel account were practicing what Nehemiah commanded the to do when they 

confront the paralytic for carrying his bed on the Sabbath near the city gate.  They 

probably thought he was a bed salesman carrying his wares!   The Prophet 

Jeremiah adds: 

Thus said the LORD to me: “Go and stand in the Benjamin Gate, by which the kings 

of Judah enter and by which they go out, and in all the gates of Jerusalem, and 

say: ‘Hear the word of the LORD, you kings of Judah, and all Judah, and all the 

inhabitants of Jerusalem, who enter by these gates. Thus says the LORD: Take 

heed for the sake of your lives, and do not bear a burden on the sabbath day or bring it in by the gates of 

Jerusalem. And do not carry a burden out of your houses on the sabbath or do any work, but keep the 

sabbath day holy, as I commanded your fathers. Yet they did not listen or incline their ear, but stiffened 

their neck, that they might not hear and receive instruction. ‘But if you listen to me, says the LORD, and 

bring in no burden by the gates of this city on the sabbath day, but keep the sabbath day holy and do no 

work on it, then there shall enter by the gates of this city kings who sit on the throne of David, riding in 

chariots and on horses, they and their princes, the men of Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem; and 

this city shall be inhabited for ever.   (Jeremiah 17:19-25) 

No wonder the people were so upset with this paralytic carrying his bed on the sabbath! 

So why would Jesus, the Son of God, tell this paralyzed man to carry his bed on the Sabbath at the very 

place where God had said through His prophets that it shouldn’t be done? 



The answer becomes clear when Jesus asks the paralytic, “Do you want to be 

made well?   Do you want to become healthy?” 

For Jesus the paralyzed man’s burden is not his bed, but his paralysis.  His 

burden is also that though he is part of the people of God, he has no one to 

help him.   His sickness is the burden of His life.  And on that Sabbath Day, Jesus 

gave the paralyzed man rest from his burden for Jesus freed him of his 

paralysis.  [see my post The True Sabbath Rest]  When the paralyzed man 

picked up his bed, he was also finally laying down his burden, his paralysis and 

was given health.  For his paralysis had also burdened the man with bitterness 

and doubt, opening his heart to the oppression of Satan. 

Therefore, while the promise of entering his rest remains, let us fear lest any of you be judged to have 

failed to reach it. For good news came to us just as to them; but the message which they heard did not 

benefit them, because it did not meet with faith in the hearers. For we who have believed enter that rest 

. . . For he has somewhere spoken of the seventh day in this way, “And God rested on the seventh day 

from all his works.”  . . .  So then, there remains a sabbath rest for the people of God; for whoever enters 

God’s rest also ceases from his labors as God did from his.  Let us therefore strive to enter that rest, that 

no one fall by the same sort of disobedience.  (Hebrews 4:1-11) 

Yet some of those people in Jerusalem could not see how Jesus freeing the man from carrying his 

burden, his paralysis, was keeping God’s law.  That is why Jesus said to them: 

“I ask you, is it lawful on the sabbath to do good or to do harm, to save life or to destroy it?”  (Luke 6:9) 

And Jesus spoke to the lawyers and Pharisees, saying, “Is it lawful to heal on the sabbath, or not?” But 

they were silent. Then he took him and healed him, and let him go. And he said to them, “Which of you, 

having a son or an ox that has fallen into a well, will not immediately pull him out on a sabbath 

day?” (Luke 14:3-5) 

Carrying a bed on the Sabbath as is shown in the Gospel might not be a 

violation of the Sabbath but rather might be a sign that one is entering into the 

Lord’s rest.  The burden which concerns God might surprise us, as Jeremiah 

says: 

“When one of this people, or a prophet, or a priest asks you, ‘What is the 

burden of the LORD?’ you shall say to them, ‘You are the burden, and I will cast 

you off, says the LORD.’   (Jeremiah 23:33) 

The people’s mistaken understanding of the Torah made them into a burden, which this paralyzed man 

also had to bear in addition to the burden of his paralysis.  But the paralytic shows himself to be 

following God’s command because he listens to the words of Christ and obeys them: 

Truly, truly, I say to you, he who hears my word and believes him who sent me, has eternal life; he does 

not come into judgment, but has passed from death to life.   (John 5:24) 

We have to discern what are the burden we carry from which God will free us?  Our sins, our debts, our 

guilt, our desire for revenge. 

https://frted.wordpress.com/2019/05/18/the-true-sabbath-rest/


Sometimes, however, we act as if our burdens are prayer, fasting, confession, Sunday worship, reading 

scripture, forgiving others, apologizing for our sins, giving to charity, seeking forgiveness, being 

generous. 

We ask: Do I have to come to church on Sunday?  Jesus asks, do you want to be made 

well? 

We ask: Do I need to tithe to the church?  Jesus asks, do you want to be made well? 

We ask: do I have to go to confession?  Jesus asks, do you want to be made well? 

We ask: do I have to forgive those who sin against me?  Jesus asks, do you want to be 

made well? 

We ask: do I have to fast and pray and practice self-control?  Jesus asks, do you want to 

be made well? 

We ask: Do I really have to stop looking at pornography or stop getting drunk or stop my bouts of anger 

and rage?  Jesus asks, do you want to be made well? 

We ask:  Do I have to stop hating people who are worthless and do I need to show mercy and be kind to 

those I don’t know and don’t like?  Jesus asks, do you want to be made well? 

Jesus says to us: 

Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and 

learn from me; for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is 

easy, and my burden is light.” (Matthew 11:28-30) 

Sometimes we wrongly believe that the way out of our problems, our passions, our sins, is more effort 

on our part.  If only we have more faith or fast more or pray more, then God would help us.  But the 

paralyzed man couldn’t save himself, no matter how hard he tried, his problems were insurmountable 

to him.  He couldn’t get into the pool of water first no matter how much he wanted to.  This man had 

plenty of faith, after all he had been waiting at the pool for 38 years for someone to help him get into 

the water and be healed.  He believed God was present there and continued in this hope for 38 

years!  Nonetheless, his salvation lay outside himself.  It wasn’t more effort on this part that were 

needed – he needed Christ, he needed to wait on the Lord, he needed Jesus to be his spiritual partner. 

It is possible, my brothers and sister, that there are people all 

around us, like this man paralyzed for 38 years and patiently 

waiting for help – people for whom we can be Christ and reach out 

to them and help them.  And it is possible that we have been 

struggling with some burden for many years feeling there is no one 

to help me, and the solution might be outside of myself – in seeking 

help from a neighbor or a stranger.  The lessons for us in this 

Gospel periscope are many, we need to know when we are to be 

Christ to another and when we need someone else to be Christ for 

us.  As St Paul said:  Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ.  (Galatians 6:2) 
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Commenting on the words of St Paul the Apostle, “What no eye has seen, nor ear 

heard, nor the heart of man conceived, what God has prepared for those who love 

him”   (1 Corinthians 2:9), St Symeon the New Theologian writes: 

“These… eternal good things… which God has prepared for those who love Him, are 

not protected by heights, nor enclosed in some secret place… They are right in front 

of you, before your very eyes… [they] are the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus 

Christ which we see every day, and eat, and drink…” (ON THE MYSTICAL LIFE,  Vol 3, 

p 112) 

What God has prepared for those who love Him, He does not hide but rather freely gives to His servants 

in a form that we can receive.  Not only does God not hide what He has prepared, but He enters into our 

lives, into our selves, into our bodies, into our hearts so that we can experience it and be both enlivened 

and enlightened by it! 

“The Eucharist is the presence of that same body born of Mary and now, through the Resurrection, 

entirely ‘spiritualized,’ i.e., moved and quickened by the Holy Spirit.  The New Testament accounts 

of Christ’s Resurrection tell, after all, of a change, not of a simple resuscitation (1 Cor 15:42-54, John 

20:11-19, Luke 24:13-31).”  (Alexander Golitizin, ON THE MYSTICAL LIFE,  Vol 3, p 115) 

Christ enters into us to reveal Himself to us.  It is a 

revelation which St Symeon says Christ made to him 

when He said these words to the saint: 

“I am the kingdom of God that is hidden in your midst… 

though by nature I cannot be contained, yet even here 

below I am contained in you by grace; though I am 

invisible I become visible… I am the leaven the soul 

receives… [I am] He who takes the place of the visible 

Paradise and becomes a spiritual 

paradise for My servants… I am the 

sun Who rises in them every hour as in the morning and am seen by the intellect, just 

as I in times past manifested Myself in the prophets…” (ON THE MYSTICAL LIFE,  Vol 3, 

pp 110-111) 

The same Son of God who revealed Himself to the prophets, now reveals Himself to 

us in the Eucharist as well as in the Eucharistic assembly, namely the Body of Christ. 

 

The Samaritan Woman: Coming to Faith and Ending Religion 
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So he came to a city of Samaria, called Sychar, near the field that Jacob gave to 

his son Joseph. Jacob’s well was there, and so Jesus, wearied as he was with his 

journey, sat down beside the well. It was about the sixth hour. There came a 

woman of Samaria to draw water. Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.” For his 

disciples had gone away into the city to buy food. The Samaritan woman said 

to him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman of Samaria?” For 

Jews have no dealings with Samaritans. Jesus answered her, “If you knew the 

gift of God, and who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would 

have asked him, and he would have given you living water.” The woman said to 

him, “Sir, you have nothing to draw with, and the well is deep; where do you 

get that living water? Are you greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the 

well, and drank from it himself, and his sons, and his cattle?” Jesus said to her, “Every one who drinks of 

this water will thirst again, but whoever drinks of the water that I shall give him will never thirst; the 

water that I shall give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life.” The woman 

said to him, “Sir, give me this water, that I may not thirst, nor come here to draw.” Jesus said to her, “Go, 

call your husband, and come here.” The woman answered him, “I have no husband.” Jesus said to her, 

“You are right in saying, ‘I have no husband’; for you have had five husbands, and he whom you now 

have is not your husband; this you said truly.” The woman said to him, “Sir, I perceive that you are a 

prophet. Our fathers worshiped on this mountain; and you say that in Jerusalem is the place where men 

ought to worship.” Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when neither on this 

mountain nor in Jerusalem will you worship the Father. You worship what you do not know; we worship 

what we know, for salvation is from the Jews. But the hour is coming, and now is, when the true 

worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for such the Father seeks to 

worship him. God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and 

truth.” The woman said to him, “I know that Messiah is coming (he who is called 

Christ); when he comes, he will show us all things.” Jesus said to her, “I who speak 

to you am he.”  Just then his disciples came. They marveled that he was talking 

with a woman, but none said, “What do you wish?” or, “Why are you talking with 

her?” So the woman left her water jar, and went away into the city, and said to the 

people, “Come, see a man who told me all that I ever did. Can this be the Christ?” 

They went out of the city and were coming to him. Meanwhile the disciples 

besought him, saying, “Rabbi, eat.” But he said to them, “I have food to eat of 

which you do not know.” So the disciples said to one another, “Has any one brought him food?” Jesus 

said to them, “My food is to do the will of him who sent me, and to accomplish his work. Do you not say, 

‘There are yet four months, then comes the harvest’? I tell you, lift up your eyes, and see how the fields 

are already white for harvest. He who reaps receives wages, and gathers fruit for eternal life, so that 

sower and reaper may rejoice together. For here the saying holds true, ‘One sows and another reaps.’ I 

sent you to reap that for which you did not labor; others have labored, and you have entered into their 

labor.” Many Samaritans from that city believed in him because of the woman’s testimony, “He told me 

all that I ever did.” So when the Samaritans came to him, they asked him to stay with them; and he 

stayed there two days. And many more believed because of his word. They said to the woman, “It is no 

longer because of your words that we believe, for we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this is 

indeed the Savior of the world.”  (John 4:5-42) 
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Fr. Alexander Men referring to the end of the Gospel 

lesson when the Samaritans come out to see Jesus 

writes that today we are all like these Samaritans in 

how we come to faith in Christ: 

Samaritans surrounded the Jewish traveller, not caring 

that He was from a hostile nation, and led Him to their 

village; we do not know what happened then, but the 

most important thing in this story is the result. After 

listening to Him, they said to the woman: “Now we see 

the truth; no longer because of what you said, but 

because we have seen for ourselves.” 

So now all of us are in the same position: at first we believe in the words written in the Scriptures and in 

other books, then we believe in what other people tell us. But the happiest moment in our spiritual lives 

is when we come to know the mystery of God, the mystery of the Lord Jesus, as revealed in our hearts, no 

longer through the words of others but through our own instincts and our own profound experience. We, 

like the Samaritans, guess at what is true and ponder on it. But He is near us, He reveals His word to us. 

Only we must also be ready to hear Him – like that simple woman of Samaria, like everyone who has ears 

to hear and hears. Amen. (Awake to Life!, p. 78) 

Fr Alexander Schmemann comments on the Gospel lesson and how it 

shows that Christ was declaring an end to religion not creating a new 

one for Christ is calling us to life itself: 

Christianity, however, is in a profound sense the end of all religion. In 

the Gospel story of the Samaritan woman at the well, Jesus made this 

clear. “‘Sir,’ the woman said to him, ‘I perceive that thou art a 

prophet. Our fathers worshiped in this mountain; and ye say, that in 

Jerusalem is the place where men ought to worship.’ Jesus saith unto 

her, ‘Woman, believe me, the hour cometh, when ye shall neither in 

this mountain, nor yet at Jerusalem, worship the Father…but the hour 

cometh, and now is, when the true worshipers shall worship the 

Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship him’” (Jn. 4:19-21, 23). She asked him 

a question about cult, and in reply Jesus changed the whole perspective of the matter. Nowhere in the 

New Testament, in fact, is Christianity present as a cult or as a religion. Religion is needed where there is 

a wall of separation between God and man. But Christ who is both God and man has broken down the 

wall between man and God. He has inaugurated a new life, not a new religion. (For the Life of the 

World, pp. 19-20) 
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The Gospel lessons for the Post-Paschal Sundays are wonderfully rich and deep and 

give us a treasury of inspired ideas to contemplate.  The “other” readings we do each 

Sunday,  called the Apostolos or reading from the Apostles (which we frequently refer 

to as the Epistle reading) is also Scripture, the Word of God and so essential to our 

understanding God’s own revelation.  We might get the idea that since the Gospel 

lessons give name to each of the Post-Paschal Sundays (for example, the 5th Sunday 

of Pascha is called The Sunday of the Samaritan Woman), that the reading from the 

Acts of the Apostles is somehow of secondary importance, but not so!   “All scripture 

is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for 

training in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every 

good work”   (2 Timothy 3:16). 

Acts 11:19-30 begins by noting that the first Christians concentrated their evangelistic efforts exclusively 

on their fellow Jews even after Stephen’s death at the hands of the Jews.  Being persecuted by their 

fellow Jews did not detour them from trying to convince the Jews that Jesus is Lord, God and 

Messiah.  However, some of these early Christians, fleeing  the persecution that began in earnest after 

the martyrdom of Stephen, went to the city of Antioch starting a successful mission to the Gentiles.  It is 

in Antioch that the name “Christian” is bestowed on those who believe Jesus is Messiah. The Antiochian 

Christians are direct descendants of this original mission work of the early Church.  The Antiochian 

mission is the oldest of the Christian missionary endeavors. 

Note that in Acts 11, it is nameless Christians who are doing 

the evangelism not the apostles! 

Now those who were scattered because of the persecution 

that arose over Stephen traveled as far as Phoenicia and 

Cyprus and Antioch, speaking the word to none except Jews. 

But there were some of them, men of Cyprus and Cyrene, who 

on coming to Antioch spoke to the Greeks also, preaching the 

Lord Jesus.  And the hand of the Lord was with them, and a great number that believed turned to the 

Lord. 

The text only identifies these evangelists only as “some of them” but they are not the Apostles.   This 

evangelism is not intentional church planting but rather the result of the Christians being persecuted 

and scattered through the countryside.  Fleeing persecution, they go into the city of Antioch and find 

people receptive to their message.  They are being persecuted and fleeing and yet they are proclaiming 

Good News!   What seemed so good to them that despite being persecuted, running for their lives and 

becoming homeless refugees, that they still believed they had a message from God to offer to 

others?   Today prosperity Gospel people try to sell others on the notion that “faith” will lead to 

prosperity and good times.  But the early Christians had to acknowledge the truth that belief will lead to 

persecution – as Jesus had warned – and despite this others still join them.  The Kingdom of Heaven was 

desirable even though one had to suffer for it.  We should be so faithful!  We are not to be fair weather 

Christians – claiming to be Christians because it brings us prosperity, because times are good.  We need 

to be Christians even if we are living in poverty or in persecution.  That is true faith. 
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Note also, the faith is spreading ahead of or beyond any 

organized missionary outreach of the apostles. 

And the hand of the Lord was with them, and a great 

number that believed turned to the Lord. News of this 

came to the ears of the church in Jerusalem, and they sent 

Barnabas to Antioch. 

The Apostles aren’t doing the evangelism, they hear that 

the faith is spreading and have to catch up with what the 

Holy Spirit is doing!  The Apostles are themselves learning what the Holy Spirit is doing throughout the 

world.  Rather than being led by the Spirit, the Apostles are following what the Spirit is doing elsewhere 

in the world.  Despite the fact that the Holy Spirit is leading evangelism far beyond the reach and 

knowledge of the Apoostles, the efforts of evangelism had to be approved of and endorsed by the 

apostles – already there is church structure and hierarchy, a recognized leadership – the apostles don’t 

accept that everyone can do and teach what they know to be the truth.  The Apostles insist on correct 

doctrine and church unity.  The apostles have the power to recognize which Christian communities are 

legitimate and they insure that correct doctrine is being taught.  They  are determining who is in 

communion with them.  On the other hand, the believers don’t wait for the apostles to tell them what 

to do, they are not looking to Jerusalem or Constantinople  to tell them when and where to start new 

missions.  All the believers are both living the faith and sharing it with others.  The Apostles however 

maintain the right to determine who is teaching the true faith.  The Apostles do send their 

representatives out to ensure there is correct doctrine and also that the new Christian respect apostolic 

authority. 

Barnabus, the Apostle’s appointed delegate, looking at the new 

missionary effort and Christian community, “saw the grace of 

God”  – grace can be seen, it is visible.  He was able to see with 

his own eyes what the Holy Spirit was accomplishing.  The work 

of  the Holy Spirit in our own lives should be so visible to us, to 

the saints and to non-believers. 

When he came and saw the grace of God, he was glad; and he exhorted them all to remain faithful to the 

Lord with steadfast purpose; for he was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and of faith. And a large 

company was added to the Lord. 

Barnabus’ response to this new unplanned mission is joy and 

gladness.  He offers encouragement to these new believers.   He 

doesn’t feel threatened by or worried about the fact that new people 

are embracing Christianity even though the disciples themselves are 

not responsible for this church growth.  He exhorts these new 

disciples to continue with the Lord, to remain loyal, for discipleship is 

a continuous process of devotion.  Being a Christian is not a one time 

conversion but is a lifetime process of living the Gospel. 
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Note also when the Christians in Antioch learn of the impending famine threatening their fellow 

Christians, they don’t wait for fund raising letters from the Jerusalem or the Apostles, they take action 

themselves – they know what their response should be as Christians.  They understand their role in the 

church is to practice love. 

Now in these days prophets came down from Jerusalem to Antioch. And one of them named Agabus 

stood up and foretold by the Spirit that there would be a great famine over all the world; and this took 

place in the days of Claudius. And the disciples determined, every one according to his ability, to send 

relief to the brethren who lived in Judea; and they did so, sending it to the elders by the hand of 

Barnabas and Saul. 

May we too be inspired to live the Gospel, to do what we know we should be doing as God’s people in 

terms of evangelism and charity.  Bringing both the Good News of eternal life to all as well as the love of 

God in the form of charity. 

This brings us to the Gospel of the Samaritan Woman (John 4:5-42).  First though I remind you of the 

words of our Lord Jesus: 

You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit and that 

your fruit should abide; so that whatever you ask the Father in my name, he may give it to you. This I 

command you, to love one another.   (John 15:16-17) 

Jesus goes into the land of the Samaritans – into a foreign land which belongs to 

those who consider the Jews their enemies.  Christ is showing us we are to have a 

relationship with the world – with those who don’t know the Gospel, who don’t 

understand God as, with those whom we may be suspicious about or consider 

them to be dubious people.  What should our relationship be with old friends and 

family who aren’t Orthodox?   The Samaritan woman shows us the way – she goes 

to them and talks to them about her encounter with Jesus.  She doesn’t tell these 

others how wrong they are in beliefs and practices, rather she extols Christ. 

For His part, Jesus doesn’t judge the Samaritan woman for her life/lifestyle – she has been in multiple 

relationships with men, serial monogamy some would say.  He is irenic toward her, and calmly, wisely 

and gently leads her way from a worldly perspective to the truth.  But note first he asks her for help 

– give me a drink.  He helps bring her to the faith by first showing his own vulnerability, his own 

dependency, and that He needs the Samaritan woman to help Him.  That even becomes the basis of 

their conversation, for the woman quite rightfully can see the obvious – you can’t even get yourself a 

drink of water, how are you going to give me “living water“?     Jesus uses his obvious weakness and 

need to lead her into a conversation about the Kingdom.  He does not rebuke her sinfulness, but leads 

her to the kingdom.  Jesus fulfills what He has taught: 

I am the good shepherd; I know my own and my own know me, as the Father knows me and I know the 

Father; and I lay down my life for the sheep. And I have other sheep, that are not of this fold; I must bring 

them also, and they will heed my voice. So there shall be one flock, one shepherd.  (John 10:14-16) 

The Scriptures today show us two ways that we Christians might respond to strangers, to non-believers, 

to those we don’t like, and even to our enemies.  1) We might find that others reject our message and 

lifestyle, that others not only reject us but want to persecute us to change our minds or to drive us out 
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of their towns.  We might have to find a new place to live and new people with whom we can share the 

Gospel.  Or,  2) We can show our humility by asking others for their help, showing our own vulnerability 

and humanness, recognizing that we are in need of and share their resources.  Only then, when we have 

established a human relationship do we  share with others the Good News of salvation as Jesus did with 

the Samaritan woman.  Instead of doing imperialistic evangelism (where we wrongly show our 

superiority and proclaim our triumphalism), we are to 

establish relationships with others first by showing we 

need them to be our neighbors.   [By the way, the 

Samaritan Woman is not anonymous, for in tradition we 

know her name as Photini.] 

Whether we encounter people who are non-believers or 

are hostile to us, we are to respond as Christ did and as 

His disciples.  As St John Chrysostom once said, “Our 

warfare is to make the dead to live, not to make the living 

dead.” 

 

What the Blind Man Sees 

ON JUNE 1, 2019 BY FR. TED  

Now as Jesus passed by, He saw a man who was blind from birth. And 

His disciples asked Him, saying, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his 

parents, that he was born blind?” Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor 

his parents sinned, but that the works of God should be revealed in him. I 

must work the works of Him who sent Me while it is day; the night is 

coming when no one can work. As long as I am in the world, I am the 

light of the world.” When He had said these things, He spat on the 

ground and made clay with the saliva; and He anointed the eyes of the 

blind man with the clay. And He said to him, “Go, wash in the pool of 

Siloam” (which is translated, Sent). So he went and washed, and came back seeing. Therefore the 

neighbors and those who previously had seen that he was blind said, “Is not this he who sat and 

begged?” Some said, “This is he.” Others said, “He is like him.” He said, “I am he.” Therefore they said to 

him, “How were your eyes opened?” He answered and said, “A Man called Jesus made clay and anointed 

my eyes and said to me, ‘Go to the pool of Siloam and wash.’ So I went and washed, and I received 

sight.” Then they said to him, “Where is He?” He said, “I do not know.” They brought him who formerly 

was blind to the Pharisees. Now it was a Sabbath when Jesus made the clay and opened his eyes. Then 

the Pharisees also asked him again how he had received his sight. He said to them, “He put clay on my 

eyes, and I washed, and I see.” Therefore some of the Pharisees said, “This Man is not from God, because 

He does not keep the Sabbath.” Others said, “How can a man who is a sinner do such signs?” And there 

was a division among them. They said to the blind man again, “What do you say about Him because He 

opened your eyes?” He said, “He is a prophet.” But the Jews did not believe concerning him, that he had 

been blind and received his sight, until they called the parents of him who had received his sight. And 

they asked them, saying, “Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now see?” His 
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parents answered them and said, “We know that this is our son, and that he was born blind; but by what 

means he now sees we do not know, or who opened his eyes we do not know. He is of age; ask him. He 

will speak for himself.” His parents said these things because they feared the Jews, for the Jews had 

agreed already that if anyone confessed that He was Christ, he would be put out of the synagogue. 

Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.” So they again called the man who was blind, and said 

to him, “Give God the glory! We know that this Man is a sinner.” He answered and said, “Whether He is a 

sinner or not I do not know. One thing I know: that though I was blind, now 

I see.” Then they said to him again, “What did He do to you? How did He 

open your eyes?” He answered them, “I told you already, and you did not 

listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become His 

disciples?” Then they reviled him and said, “You are His disciple, but we are 

Moses’ disciples. We know that God spoke to Moses; as for this fellow, we 

do not know where He is from.” The man answered and said to them, 

“Why, this is a marvelous thing, that you do not know where He is from; yet 

He has opened my eyes! Now we know that God does not hear sinners; but 

if anyone is a worshiper of God and does His will, He hears him. Since the 

world began it has been unheard of that anyone opened the eyes of one 

who was born blind. If this Man were not from God, He could do nothing.” They answered and said to 

him, “You were completely born in sins, and are you teaching us?” And they cast him out. Jesus heard 

that they had cast him out; and when He had found him, He said to him, “Do you believe in the Son of 

God?” He answered and said, “Who is He, Lord, that I may believe in Him?” And Jesus said to him, “You 

have both seen Him and it is He who is talking with you.” 

Then he said, “Lord, I believe!” And he worshiped Him.  (John 

9:1-38) 

Two short meditations based on the Gospel lesson: 

The healing of the man born blind highlights an essential and 

very practical implication of the incarnation. God is pure 

spirit. But when God the Word united himself with his 

material creation, the spiritual acquired materiality, and 

conversely, the material was infused with the spiritual. (Daniel B. Hinshaw, Touch and the Healing of the 

World, p. 41) 

 

…when we imagine what it could have been when 

Christ healed the man born blind. He was born a blind 

child. He had lived all his life without ever seeing 

anything around him And the first thing that he saw 

was the face of God incarnate and the eyes of the 

divine Mercy and Love looking into his eyes. What an 

experience!  (Metropolitan Anthony 

Bloom, Churchiantiy vs. Christianity, p. 30) 
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Before, The Man Born Blind, and After    ON JUNE 2, 2019 BY FR. TED  

The Gospel lesson of John 9:1-38 which gives us a 

narrative of Jesus healing a man blind from birth.  It is one 

of the Post-Pascha Sunday Gospel themes and so 

continues exploring in the Orthodox liturgical context the 

Resurrection of Christ.  The blind man is told by Christ to 

wash in the pool of water–a baptismal theme  important 

for the continued spiritual development of those new 

Christians who had just been baptized at Pascha. 

In the Orthodox Church on this Post-Paschal Sunday we 

read John 9:1-38.  It is worth considering the verses right before and after that pericope as they help set 

the context of the Gospel lesson and give it additional meaning.  The scripture just before the blind man 

pericope, John 8:56-59, takes place in the Temple precinct and has Jesus saying to the Jews: 

Your father Abraham rejoiced that he was to see my day; he saw it and was glad.” The Jews then said to 

him, “You are not yet fifty years old, and have you seen Abraham?” Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say 

to you, before Abraham was, I am.” So they took up stones to throw at him; but Jesus hid himself, and 

went out of the temple. 

The text relates a debate which occurs between Jesus and His interlocutors regarding 

the interpretation of Scripture.  Jesus maintains throughout His ministry that the Old 

Testament Scriptures are mostly a prophecy about Himself (see for example John 

1:45,  John 5:39-47, Luke 24:25-49).   Jesus says Abraham spiritually saw ‘Christ’s’ day – 

He is making the claim that the way to read Torah is as a prophecy of Christ, but those 

debating with Him see the Torah more as Law or the Teaching about how to live rather 

than as prophecy referentially pointing to something or someone else.  Those arguing 

with Jesus not only disagree with Jesus about how to understand the Torah but they 

don’t at all understand Jesus.  They hear Jesus say ‘Abraham saw my day‘, but then twist 

His words around and incredulously challenge him as they know He is lying if He claims 

He has seen  Abraham.  But Jesus is telling them the Torah is prophecy (that is how Abraham saw Jesus), 

and Abraham was a prophet looking for the Messiah.  This is not something all Jews believed.   So they 

are rejecting Jesus’ interpretation of Torah and denying that the Torah is what Jesus says it is – prophecy 

of the coming Messiah.  Jesus tries to show them what Torah is about but they refuse to see. 

The narrative of the man born blind is preceded by a question about what is Torah? and Who can 

interpret it?  The Jews are arguing the Torah tells them how to live, Jesus says Torah helps them see and 

He claims to be the light of the world.  In other words, Torah reveals Him and He reveals the meaning of 

Torah. 

After this discussion, Jesus leaves the temple:   The temple was a sign of God’s presence in Israel — the 

Temple itself was a place for the people to encounter God, to encounter God’s message, to hear God’s 

prophecy, God’s word and to know what God is doing.  But in the temple the people have just shown 

they can’t see God there and aren’t interested in what God is doing and are not willing to hear what 

God’s message is.  Thus, they want to stone Jesus.  Torah offered them an encounter with the living 
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God, but they turned it into words carved into stone (so too their minds and hearts turned to 

stone!  See  2 Corinthians 3). 

In this Gospel lesson it is outside the temple that Christ gives sight to the 

blind man.  It is outside the temple that the blind man’s eyes are 

recreated.  Outside the temple  Jesus proclaims Himself to be the light to 

the world.  Those in the temple are still in darkness as is shown above in 

the conversation they have with Jesus.  In the temple they remain 

spiritually blind.  The Great Temple in Jerusalem with all its correct 

liturgical ritual fulfilling Torah and claims of being the place where God 

dwells on earth did not give sight to the blind, nor to the spiritual leaders 

of the Jews.  Without Christ, even with the Temple and even within the 

Temple,  there is spiritual blindness – the people cannot see what God is 

doing.   So Jesus says: “For judgment I came into this world, that those who 

do not see may see, and that those who see may become blind.”  Those in 

the temple are judged, it is outside the temple that people are enabled to see what God is doing, in fact 

to see God. 

Jesus claims to be the light of the world.  It is in Jesus and through Jesus that we see what God is 

doing.  When we see the Torah as prophecy we see what God is doing, we see Christ.  The Temple itself 

turns out to be no help to us in knowing God. 

John 9:1-38 

As he passed by, he saw a man blind from his birth. And his disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this 

man or his parents, that he was born blind?” Jesus answered, “It was not that this man sinned, or his 

parents, but that the works of God might be made manifest in him. We must work the works of him who 

sent me, while it is day; night comes, when no one can work. As long as I am in the world, I am the light 

of the world.” As he said this, he spat on the ground and made clay of the spittle and anointed the man’s 

eyes with the clay, saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). So he went and 

washed and came back seeing. 

[“Wash in pool of Siloam” – these words from the Gospel are being used liturgically in Orthodoxy as 

being a reference to baptism.  Baptism is not just for forgiveness of sins, but also for the healing of soul 

and body, it gives spiritual enlightenment, displays God’s work in our life, renews and regenerates 

godliness in us.  As we pray in the Baptism service:  “But show this water, O Master of all, to be the 

water of redemption, the water of sanctification, the purification of flesh and 

spirit, the loosing of bonds, the remission of sins, the illumination of the soul, the 

washing of regeneration, the renewal of the Spirit, the gift of adoption to sonship, 

the garment of incorruption, the fountain of life.” 

The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar, said, “Is not this 

the man who used to sit and beg?” Some said, “It is he”; others said, “No, but he 

is like him.” He said, “I am the man.” They said to him, “Then how were your eyes 

opened?” He answered, “The man called Jesus made clay and anointed my eyes 

and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash’; so I went and washed and received my 

sight.” They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.” 
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They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. Now it was a sabbath day when 

Jesus made the clay and opened his eyes. The Pharisees again asked him how he had received his sight. 

And he said to them, “He put clay on my eyes, and I washed, and I see.” Some of the Pharisees said, “This 

man is not from God, for he does not keep the sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who is a sinner 

do such signs?” There was a division among them. So they again said to the blind man, “What do you say 

about him, since he has opened your eyes?” He said, “He is a prophet.” The Jews did not believe that he 

had been blind and had received his sight, until they called the parents of the man who had received his 

sight, and asked them, “Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now see?” His 

parents answered, “We know that this is our son, and that he was born blind; but how he now sees we 

do not know, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age, he will speak for himself.” His 

parents said this because they feared the Jews, for the Jews had already agreed that if any one should 

confess him to be Christ, he was to be put out of the synagogue. Therefore his parents said, “He is of age, 

ask him.” So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and said to him, “Give God the 

praise; we know that this man is a sinner.” 

He answered, “Whether he is a sinner, I do not know; one 

thing I know, that though I was blind, now I see.” They said to 

him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” He 

answered them, “I have told you already, and you would not 

listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you too want to 

become his disciples?” And they reviled him, saying, “You are 

his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. We know that God 

has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know 

where he comes from.” The man answered, “Why, this is a 

marvel! You do not know where he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. 

What becomes obvious in the Gospel lesson is that seeing is  is not done only with the eyes.  Seeing can 

also mean understanding; one sees spiritually as well.  The healed blind man “sees” not only who Jesus 

is but also sees that the trouble with Jewish leadership is not that they can’t see with their eyes – they 

see clearly but don’t like what they see and so choose to blind themselves.  They can see Jesus and what 

Jesus is doing, but they refuse to accept what they see.  This leads them to put an evil interpretation on 

what is right in front of their eyes.  They are willing to blind themselves to the truth because they don’t 

want to admit Jesus is God’s revelation, and that the Torah bears witness to Christ who is the light of the 

world. They don’t want what Jesus teaches to be true. 

We know that God does not listen to sinners, but if any one is a worshiper of God and does his will, God 

listens to him. Never since the world began has it been heard that any one opened the eyes of a man 

born blind. If this man were not from God, he could do nothing.” They answered him, “You were born in 

utter sin, and would you teach us?” And they cast him out. 

Jesus heard that they had cast him out, and having found him he said, “Do you believe in the Son of 

man?” He answered, “And who is he, sir, that I may believe in him?” Jesus said to him, “You have seen 

him, and it is he who speaks to you.” He said, “Lord, I believe”; and he worshiped him. 
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The blind man did not see Jesus first when his eyes were opened.  Rather his 

eyes were given sight and only later did this man physically see Jesus.  In fact 

when he sees Jesus with his eyes, he does not recognize Jesus!  But even 

before he ever saw Jesus physically, the man born blind clearly could see 

who Jesus is –the Messiah!  When at the end of  the Gospel lesson,  Jesus is 

standing right in front of the cured blind man he does not know he is talking 

to Jesus.  He came to faith, came to see and recognize Jesus as Messiah with 

the eyes of his heart, with faith, before he ever laid eyes on Jesus.  He sees 

the Messiah before he sees the man Jesus. That is the same way that any of 

us can see Jesus today.  The blind man is showing the way for all of us.  Even 

if we can’t physically see Jesus today we are like the man born blind and so can know who Jesus is and 

we can have him in our lives.  The Gospel is giving us encouragement – though we can’t see Jesus today, 

we know who He is and we know He is doing God’s will.  We know He is our salvation, our path to God, 

our union with God. We each are born blind, we don’t see Jesus, but we learn about Him, and even 

when we can’t see Him with our eyes we come to know Him and we come to see He is God’s Son and 

our Messiah in and through the saints and the Church.  As it turns out this person’s story is the story of 

each Christian.  This Gospel lesson is about you and you are in the Gospel.  The Gospel lesson tells us 

that physically seeing Jesus is of no advantage to a person – see also the account of the disciples who 

walk with the resurrected Jesus and don’t recognize Him in Luke 24.  Those living in the First Century 

have no advantage over us living in the 21st Century.  God is not visible to our eyes, but to our 

heart.  What we need to see is not the physical traits of Jesus but rather we need to see the Messiah, 

the incarnate God.  This is what an icon of Christ also reveals to us – not just a human, but the Messiah 

and Lord. 

John 9:39-41 

Jesus said, “For judgment I came into this world, that those who do not see may see, and that those who 

see may become blind.” Some of the Pharisees near him heard this, and they said to him, “Are we also 

blind?” Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would have no guilt; but now that you say, ‘We see,’ 

your guilt remains. 

If we don’t see our Lord, it is because we choose not to.  We can’t just use our eyes for this, we have to 

use our heart, our faith, our love.  If we think Jesus is nothing but a nice man or a miracle worker, then 

we aren’t seeing Christ. 

Two additional notes: 

1]  Jesus says the man was born blind so that the works of God might be 

made manifest in him — we so often see our limits or handicaps as 

deficits which depress us that we aren’t like others.  But in this Gospel, we 

see that whatever we don’t like about ourselves might also be used to 

display God’s power in us, it can even serve to protect us from committing 

the sins that everyone else does.  God might help any one of us overcome 

our limits and shortcomings in order to display His power to others 

through us.  Don’t put yourself down or feel sorry for yourself because 

you are not like others or feel you are somehow aren’t as good as 
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others.  God may be protecting you from making the mistakes and sins others do, or God may use your 

“weakness to accomplish” His will.  As St. Paul said of himself: 

And to keep me from being too elated by the abundance of revelations, a thorn was given me in the 

flesh, a messenger of Satan, to harass me, to keep me from being too elated. Three times I besought the 

Lord about this, that it should leave me; but he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power 

is made perfect in weakness.” I will all the more gladly boast of my weaknesses, that the power of Christ 

may rest upon me. For the sake of Christ, then, I am content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, 

persecutions, and calamities; for when I am weak, then I am strong.  [ 2 Corinthians 12:7-10) 

2]  “Why me?” that’s the common questions we ask when something goes wrong in our lives.  The 

disciples ask Jesus about the man born blind – Why him?  What did he do or what did his parents do? 

We act as if we believe in magic – do good and nothing bad can happen to 

you.  Jesus refutes this attitude and acknowledges there is a spiritual warfare 

raging in the world.   Jesus answered, “It was not that this man sinned, or his 

parents, but that the works of God might be made manifest in him. We must work 

the works of him who sent me, while it is day; night comes, when no one can work. 

As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.”    Jesus says there is a 

war going on between light and darkness,  and He is here to bring light to the 

world.   The blind man’s condition is not the consequence of some petty sin but 

rather is part of the cosmic battle in which evil wants to destroy life.  We are able 

to see heaven opened and to see how Light overcomes darkness.  We are able to receive the Light that 

is not overcome by the night and to enter that Light. 

  

Blind from Birth, Able to See the Truth 

ON JUNE 3, 2019 BY FR. TED  

“Your eye is the lamp of your body; when your eye is 

sound, your whole body is full of light; but when it is not 

sound, your body is full of darkness. Therefore be careful 

lest the light in you be darkness. If then your whole body is 

full of light, having no part dark, it will be wholly bright, as 

when a lamp with its rays gives you light.”  (Luke 11:34-

36) 

The Gospel lesson of the man born blind, John 9:1-38, offers us “insight” into how and why each and 

every human needs to see the Light of Christ in order to know God (see also my blog Before, The Man 

Born Blind, and After).  Orthodox hymns based on the Gospel lesson reveal a great deal about the world 

we live in.  “Seeing” is not just done with the eyes in our head, for we can also see (or understand) with 

the eyes of our heart.  Those who see spiritually might be physically blind, but they are better off than 

those who see only with their eyes – especially true since divinity itself cannot be seen with the 

eyes.  Three hymns based on the Gospel lesson of Christ’s healing the man who was born blind: 
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THE MAN ONCE BLIND SAW THAT THOSE WITH SIGHT WERE TRULY 

BLIND, DARKENED IN HEART, MIND AND SOUL, FOR WHEN THEY SAW 

THAT HE SUDDENLY WAS ABLE TO SEE, THEY QUESTIONED HIM WITH 

PERSISTENCE: HOW IS IT POSSIBLE FOR YOU NOW TO SEE THE LIGHT OF 

DAY?  YOU WERE BLIND FROM BIRTH.  YOU SAT ON THE ROADSIDES AND 

BEGGED!  HE TOLD THEM WHO HAD GIVEN HIM SIGHT, AND IN THE 

MIDST OF THEIR DARKENED ASSEMBLY HE CONFESSED YOU: THE SON, 

BEGOTTEN OF THE FATHER BEFORE THE AGES, WHO FASHIONED THE 

LIGHTS OF THE UNIVERSE, AND IN THESE LAST DAYS, IN YOUR 

COMPASSION, BY THE HOLY SPIRIT, FROM THE VIRGIN MARY, DAWNED 

UPON THE WORLD AS A MORTAL MAN!  

In the hymn above we see that ‘blindness’ is not only physical – we can be blinded by being “darkened in 

heart, mind and soul.”  While this describes an interior blindness in some individuals, we can suffer from 

a group blindness when we accept the viewpoint of an “darkened assembly” of people to whom we 

belong.  “Group think” can blind us to what can be clearly see if we take off our social blinders.  Christ 

not only created the sun, moon and stars to give physical light to the world, He is the Light of the world 

which has dawned for all people. 

THE MASTER AND CREATOR OF THE UNIVERSE MET THE MAN BORN BLIND WHO SIGHED AND SAID: I 

HAVE NEVER IN MY LIFE SEEN THE BRILLIANCE OF THE SUN, NOR HAVE I SEEN THE BRIGHTNESS OF THE 

MOON!  THEREFORE I CRY OUT TO YOU, LORD BORN OF THE VIRGIN: AS YOU ENLIGHTEN THE WHOLE 

WORLD, IN YOUR MERCY, ALSO GIVE LIGHT TO YOUR SERVANT THAT I MAY BOW BEFORE YOU, CHRIST 

OUR GOD, AND SAY: GRANT ME FORGIVENESS OF MY SINS, FOR YOU ALONE ARE GOOD AND THE LOVER 

OF MANKIND! 

Christ “enlightens the whole world” both with the sun He created at the beginning but also by Himself 

being the light of the world.  We each need that light of Christ in our lives.  A baby in the womb has eyes 

but lacks the light to see.  When we are born into the world we can see the light of the sun, but in Christ 

we are born so that we see Christ as the light of the world.  Our physical eyes do not allow us to see 

everything in this world.  We need the spiritual light to see spiritual truth. 

THE LAMP OF THE BODY IS THE EYE, AND YOU ARE YOURSELF THE 

SOUNDNESS OF HUMAN SIGHT, O WORD OF GOD!  FROM A MIXTURE OF 

SPITTLE AND DUST YOU RESTORED THE BLIND MAN’S SIGHT!  YOUR 

FINGERS ANOINTED HIS EYES: MUD BRINGS VISION INEFFABLE 

WONDER!  FROM HIS BIRTH, HE NEVER SAW THE SUN, NOW HIS FIRST 

SIGHT IS YOU, THE SWEET SUN OF RIGHTEOUSNESS, THE IMAGE OF THE 

FATHER, WHO CREATED US IN HIS BOUNDLESS COMPASSION. 

The eye may be the lamp of the body but it is Christ Himself who is the 

“soundness of human sight.”  We can see physically even without Christ, 

but our sight is made whole by Christ who takes away every kind of 

blindness including spiritual.  Spiritually speaking, we have to remove 

from our eye every obstacle that we are able to remove so that Christ can heal us and give us that more 

perfect vision which allows the pure in heart to see God (Matthew 5:8). 
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Why do you see the speck that is in your brother’s eye, but do not notice the log that is in your own eye? 

Or how can you say to your brother, ‘Brother, let me take out the speck that is in your eye,’ when you 

yourself do not see the log that is in your own eye? You hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, 

and then you will see clearly to take out the speck that is in your brother’s eye.  (Luke 6:41-42) 

 

The Place Where No Human Had Trod 

ON JUNE 4, 2019 BY FR. TED IN ASCENSION, 

INCARNATION, ORTHODOX CHURCH, 

ORTHODOXY 

And finally, those who received His teaching 

were 

confirmed in 

the hope that 

He gave them, thanks to His sealing His words to them with His very 

own blood. Through His death and resurrection He confirmed the 

twelve men who had been chosen, through the foreknowledge of God, 

out of the entire race of Adam for this ministry. 

Then, amid ineffable splendour (the Father) raised Him to Himself to 

heaven, to that place which no created being had trod, but whither He 

had, through His own (action), invited all rational beings, angels, and 

human beings, to that blessed Entry, in order to delight in the divine 

light in which was clothed that Man who is filled with all that is holy, 

who is now with God in ineffable honor and splendor. (St Isaac of 

Nineveh, Isaac of Nineveh, p. 61) 

 

The Ascension: No Barrier to Heaven Ever Again   ON JUNE 5, 2019 BY FR. TED  

The Feast of the Ascension of our Lord      Acts 1:1-12 

“To see heaven open”: For Fr. Boris, these four words signify 

the very mystery of Christ, of the Christian faith and hope. 

“For we have the certainty that heaven, which opened three 

times in the unfolding of the mystery of salvation, remains 

henceforth open forever. Nothing and no one can 

reconstruct the barrier that the sin of the first man erected 

between God and man. No one can excavate again the abyss 

which Jesus has filled between heaven and earth.” 

(Fr. Boris Bobrinskoy, The Compassion of the Father, p. 32) 
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The Ascension of Humanity to Divinity 

ON JUNE 6, 2019 BY FR. TED IN ASCENSION, CHRISTIANITY, INCARNATION, ORTHODOX CHURCH, 

ORTHODOXY, PATRISTIC, SALVATION, THEOSIS 

The Ascension of our Lord Jesus Christ completes  cycle 

of salvation in which God became  human in the 

incarnation of the Word (John 1: ) and then the 

incarnate Word ascended bodily into heaven.  Thus all 

that divided humanity from divinity came to an end (see 

my post The Ascension: No Barrier to Heaven Ever 

Again).  God who always wished to dwell with and in us 

humans, whom God created in His own image and 

likeness, dwells with us in the incarnation and brings us 

to dwell with God in the ascension.  Salvation is thus by definition the elimination of all barriers to God’s 

unity with us and the establishment of this eternal communion between humanity and divinity. This 

definition of salvation was expressed in various ways from the earliest days of Christianity.  Norman 

Russell in his book, FELLOW WORKERS WITH GOD: ORTHODOX THINKING ON THEOSIS (pp 38-39) offers 

a collection of quotes from early church fathers which repeat this truth. 

The Son of God ‘became what we are in order to make us what he is 

himself’ (Irenaeus, Against Heresies, 5, pref.). 

‘The Word of God became man so that you too may learn from a man how 

it is even possible for a man to become a god’ (Clement of Alexandria, 

Exhortation to the Greeks 1.8.4). 

‘He became human that we might become divine’ (Athanasius, On the 

Incarnation 54). 

‘He gave us divinity, we gave him humanity’ (Ephrem, Hymns on Faith 

5.7). 
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‘Let us become as Christ is, since Christ became as we are; let us become gods for 

his sake, since he became man for our sake’ (Gregory of Nazianzus, Oration 1.5) 

The Word became incarnate ‘so that by becoming as we are, he might make us as 

he is’ (Gregory of Nyssa, Refutations 11). 

‘The Son of God became the Son of Man that he might make the sons of men sons 

of God’ (Augustine, Mainz sermons 13.1). 

‘He became like us, a human being, that we might become 

like him, I mean gods and sons.  On the one hand he accepts what belongs to us, 

taking it to himself as his own, and on the other he gives us in exchange what 

belongs to him’ (Cyril of Alexandria, Commentary on John 12:1) 

‘God and man are paradigms of one another, that as much as God is humanized 

to man through love for mankind, so much has man been able to deify himself to 

God through love’ (Maximus the Confessor, Amgibua, 10). 

 

The Ascension: Rejoice that I Go to the Father 

ON JUNE 7, 2019 BY FR. TED IN ASCENSION, INCARNATION, ORTHODOX CHURCH, ORTHODOXY 

Orthodox hymns for the Feast of the Ascension  (Acts 1:1-12) mention a pain that the disciples of Christ 

feel at the Ascension.  They are despondent and feel like orphans having lost their only parent.  For 

example, from Vespers for the Ascension: 

Lord, when Your Apostles saw You carried up upon the clouds, 

they were filled with despondency, O Christ, Giver of life: 

with wailing and tears they lamented and said: 

“Master, do not leave us orphans, 

Your servants whom through pity You have loved, as You are 

compassionate; 

but, as You promised, send us Your all-holy Spirit to enlighten our 

souls!” 

The Apostles had gone through the shock of losing their Master at the crucifixion, only to learn three 

days later that He is alive, risen from the dead! But now forty days after the resurrection, the emotional 

roller coaster plunges downward as the Risen Lord is taken from them at the Ascension and they are left 

to ponder what it all means. 

When Jesus had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their 

sight.  While he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes 

stood by them.  They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who 

has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.” 
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The angels were astonished at the bewilderment of the Apostles, but humanly speaking, the Apostles 

must have felt like Dorothy in the movie The Wizard of Oz: “My!  People come and go so quickly here!” 

For us Christians in the 21st Century, we too may find it difficult to find 

joy in the event in which Christ departs form us and leaves us here on 

earth to continue our mission amidst the daily problems we face in the 

world.   Christ tried to prepare us for this reality as we can see in 

His  words to His Apostles at the Last Supper as reported in John 

14.  Jesus says: 

“Let not your hearts be troubled; believe in God, believe also in me. In 

my Father’s house are many rooms; if it were not so, would I have told 

you that I go to prepare a place for you? And when I go and prepare a 

place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, that where I 

am you may be also.” 

We can see immediately that Christ knew our hearts would be troubled by the events which were to 

unfold.  But in talking to us about these things, He is saying to us that what will happen is according to 

the plan and will of God.  The events will be troubling to us, but they not be unexpected.  Jesus told us in 

advance what was going to happen so that we would not be caught off guard.  He departs from the 

earth to prepare a place for us to live with Him.  Thus, we are not waiting for something to happen, nor 

are we in a time when nothing is happening.  Rather, Christ is doing what needs to be done for our 

salvation.  If we believe He is good, then we trust that all that is happening now for us is necessary for 

our salvation.  We are working out our salvation on earth while Christ prepares the place where we will 

join Him.  We exist in time and so have to wait for time to pass, while Christ is working out our salvation 

in eternity.  Eternity and time come together in Christ, but for us temporal beings we have to wait on 

the Lord, which can be agonizing for us. 

Jesus said, “If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I will pray the Father, and he will give 

you another Counselor, to be with you for ever, even the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, 

because it neither sees him nor knows him; you know him, for he dwells with you, and will be in you.” 

If we love Christ, we will keep His commandments, now, here on earth, while He continues to prepare 

for us in heaven.  Our task is not simply to wait, but to love Christ by keeping His Gospel 

commandments.  We have been given our task, Christ is accomplishing 

what only He can do for us. 

“He who has my commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves me; 

and he who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I will love him and 

manifest myself to him.  . . .  If a man loves me, he will keep my word, 

and my Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our 

home with him.” 

A double blessing awaits us – Christ is preparing a place for us in 

heaven, and promises to make our home with us, with all those who 

love Him and do His word. 
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“These things I have spoken to you, while I am still with you. But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the 

Father will send in my name, he will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all that I have 

said to you. Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you; not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not 

your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid.” 

Christ understood we would be troubled by how things were going to unfold and are now unfolding.  He 

loves us and so is concerned about our reaction to events.   The Holy Spirit has been sent to us to teach 

us all we need to know in this world.  The Holy Spirit will help us remember what we need to know to 

live in the here and now – for forgetting God is one of worst signs of the Fallen world (see for 

example Psalm 106).   Christ gives us His peace to help us in times of trouble and fear. 

“You heard me say to you, ‘I go away, and I will come to you.’ If you 

loved me, you would have rejoiced, because I go to the Father; for 

the Father is greater than I. And now I have told you before it takes 

place, so that when it does take place, you may believe.” 

Christ acknowledges we will feel fear and sorrow in this world, and 

yet He says if we love Him, we should rejoice in his return to the 

Father.  He doesn’t say we have to accept it or acquiesce to events 

we can’t control.    We should rejoice that He goes to the Father for 

He ascended to heaven to prepare a place for us.  It is necessary for 

us to experience this separation from Christ – for us to continue in 

this world while we await the coming of our Lord.   We have to 

remind ourselfves– the current time on earth is necessary for our salvation as Christ fulfills His 

preparations for us.  Our attitude is to be: This is the day which the Lord has made, let us rejoice and be 

glad in it.  If we love Him, we will rejoice that He ascended for our salvation – to prepare that place for 

us.  It is with this joy that we face the world and all the challenges it brings to us. 

Fathers of the 1st Ecumenical Council: Defending Jesus 

ON JUNE 8, 2019 BY FR. TEDIN CHRISTIANITY, INCARNATION, ORTHODOX 

CHURCH, PATRISTIC, THEOLOGY, TRINITY 

“It was with a spirit of reverential fear that the Fathers were then 

compelled to defend the divinity of the Son at the council of Nicea in AD 

325. They sought to remind Christians that Christ’s coming into the world 

was a true manifestation of the eternal God and 

that his Incarnation opened the way to the fullness 

of salvation and of deification: ‘[God] was made 

man,’ said St. Athanasius, following St. Irenaeus, 

‘that we might be made God.’ But such insistence 

on the eternal unity of the Father and the Son risked compromising or minimising 

the uniqueness, or irreducible specificity, of each of the divine persons. 

The Cappadocian Fathers worked in the course of the fourth century to formulate 

a theological language and to establish the meaning of precise terms that would 

permit Christians on one hand to distinguish the unity of the Three in essence, 

or shared substance, and, on the other, to express the mystery of each of the 
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three persons by using the philosophical term ‘hypostasis.’ This term settled the trinitarian debate more 

conclusively than did the term ‘person,’ which had been introduced by Tertullian in the early third 

century, by emphasizing the unfathomable depth of personal being of each member of the 

Trinity.”   (Boris Bobrinskoy, “God in Trinity,” The Cambridge Companion to Orthodox Christian 

Theology, p. 50) 

Departure Times 

ON JUNE 9, 2019 BY FR. TED  

This past Thursday we commemorated in the Church the Ascension of our Lord – 

40 days after resurrecting from the dead, Jesus ascended into heaven.  According 

to the hymns of our church the Apostles were dismayed at the Lord’s departure, 

even despondent.  Yet, as I mentioned in my sermon for the Ascension, Jesus had 

told us it was necessary for Him to leave us to prepare our place in the Kingdom 

(John 14).  He said, if we love Him we will rejoice that He returns to His 

Father.  The implication is if we feel despondent, feel like we are being orphaned, 

then we do not really love Him, rather we are more in love with ourselves. 

We are to seek in the event of the Ascension that which allows to rejoice in Christ’s departure from us – 

the knowledge that Christ’s being with the Father is necessary for our salvation and more important 

than His being physically present as a human on earth.  We think it is more important for Christ to be 

with us, Christ tells us we should rejoice that instead He is with the Father.   This is the value of the up-

side-down Kingdom of God.    Blessed are those who mourn for theirs is the Kingdom of 

Heaven (Matthew 5:4). 

In the Epistle reading today (Acts 20:16-36), St. Paul also makes a farewell speech to his 

friends and followers.  That scene reminded me of the last chapter of Deuteronomy and the 

end of Moses’ life.  I love Moses and his story.  God calls him to lead Israel, Moses says no 

thanks, send someone else.  God imposes on Moses that he is to lead Israel out of Egypt, to 

confront one of the greatest military powers on earth and to walk away from them.  No 

slave rebellion, no war, just liberation – walk away from one of the greatest civilizations on 

earth and go into the desolate desert.  Moses does all these things and the people show 

time and again that they don’t like Moses as their leader.  But Moses persists and when 

God Himself gets disgusted with the people and tells Moses to step aside because He is going to destroy 

those rebellious people, Moses stands before God and intercedes for these iniquitous people, and tells 

God if you aren’t going to save them, then don’t save me either.  Moses risks his eternal life and his 

relationship with God for the very people he didn’t want to lead in the first place and who don’t 

particularly like him.  In the end, God gets angry at Moses and after Moses led the people for 40 years, 

God tells Moses that he will not be permitted to enter the promised land.  All that work and sacrifice 

and Moses dies without reaching the promised land.  But he did his best to be faithful to the commission 

given to him by God. 

And Moses went up from the plains of Moab to Mount Nebo, to the top of Pisgah, which is opposite 

Jericho. And the LORD showed him all the land, Gilead as far as Dan, all Naphtali, the land of Ephraim 

and Manasseh, all the land of Judah as far as the Western Sea, the Negeb, and the Plain, that is, the 

valley of Jericho the city of palm trees, as far as Zoar. And the LORD said to him, “This is the land of which 
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I swore to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, ‘I will give it to your descendants.’ I have let you see it with 

your eyes, but you shall not go over there.”  (Deut 34:1-4) 

St Paul, reports in today’s lesson from the Acts of the Apostles that he has faithfully 

led the people, suffered for them and because of them, and now reached a point 

where he must say goodbye to them as God showed him that he must follow a path 

to his own martyrdom.  He knows what lies ahead but also knows this is the path 

that God wants him on.   So he says farewell to the people he worked so hard to 

form into a Christian community.  St Paul is able to say that he faithfully did his task, 

and now he realizes his path leads him in a different direction, so he now has to 

entrust his congregation to God’s own spirit because He, Paul, will  no longer be 

leading them.  He trusts God to be guiding all things. 

 “You yourselves know how I lived among you all the time from the first day that I set foot in Asia, serving 

the Lord with all humility and with tears and with trials which befell me through the plots of the Jews; 

how I did not shrink from declaring to you anything that was profitable, and teaching you in public and 

from house to house, testifying both to Jews and to Greeks of repentance to God and of faith in our Lord 

Jesus Christ. And now, behold, I am going to Jerusalem, bound in the Spirit, not knowing what shall befall 

me there; except that the Holy Spirit testifies to me in every city that imprisonment and afflictions await 

me. But I do not account my life of any value nor as precious to myself, if only I may accomplish my 

course and the ministry which I received from the Lord Jesus, to testify to the gospel of the grace of God. 

And now, behold, I know that all you among whom I have gone preaching the kingdom will see my face 

no more. Therefore I testify to you this day that I am innocent of the blood of all of you, for I did not 

shrink from declaring to you the whole counsel of God. 

Take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, in 

which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to 

care for the church of God which he obtained with 

the blood of his own Son. I know that after my 

departure fierce wolves will come in among you, not 

sparing the flock; and from among your own selves 

will arise men speaking perverse things, to draw 

away the disciples after them. Therefore be alert, 

remembering that for three years I did not cease night or day to admonish every one with tears. And now 

I commend you to God and to the word of his grace, which is able to build you up and to give you the 

inheritance among all those who are sanctified. I coveted no one’s silver or gold or apparel. You 

yourselves know that these hands ministered to my necessities, and to those who were with me. In all 

things I have shown you that by so toiling one must help the weak, remembering the words of the Lord 

Jesus, how he said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.‘” 

Thirty three years ago in June I came to Dayton to begin serving as the first priest of a mission.  God has 

blessed this work and given it growth.  I am following St. Paul’s lead to tell you that my time with you is 

also coming to an end.  I will be retiring at the end of August.  Like St Paul, I realize God has His own plan 

for me and it requires me to move in a new direction. I am not giving you my farewell speech since there 

are still a couple months that we will be together.  Bishop Paul will soon announce on the Diocesan 
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webpage that he is seeking a priest to come to our parish.   It will be another time of growth for the 

parish. St. Paul’s own words come to mind: 

What then is Apollos? What is Paul? Servants through whom you believed, as the Lord assigned to each. I 

planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth. So neither he who plants nor he who waters is 

anything, but only God who gives the growth. He who plants and he who waters are equal, and each 

shall receive his wages according to his labor. For we are God’s fellow 

workers; you are God’s field, God’s building. According to the grace of 

God given to me, like a skilled master builder I laid a foundation, and 

another man is building upon it. Let each man take care how he builds 

upon it.  For no other foundation can any one lay than that which is laid, 

which is Jesus Christ. 

Now if any one builds on the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, 

wood, hay, straw— each man’s work will become manifest; for the Day 

will disclose it, because it will be revealed with fire, and the fire will test 

what sort of work each one has done. If the work which any man has built 

on the foundation survives, he will receive a reward. If any man’s work is 

burned up, he will suffer loss, though he himself will be saved, but only as 

through fire. Do you not know that you are God’s temple and that God’s 

Spirit dwells in you?  (1 Corinthians 3:5-16) 

In Glory Christ Ascended 

ON JUNE 10, 2019 BY FR. TED IN ASCENSION, CHRISTIANITY, ORTHODOX CHURCH, ORTHODOXY 

Great indeed, we confess, is the mystery of our religion: He was manifested in the flesh, vindicated in the 

Spirit, seen by angels, preached among the nations, believed on in the world, taken up in glory.   (1 

Timothy 3:16) 

One of the surprising insights of the Feast of the 

Ascension is that in gloryChrist ascends from the earth to 

heaven.  In other words, Christ does not ascend to get to 

His glory, He is already in glory before He begins to 

ascend.  Glory (shekinah) is not something that Christ has 

to go to heaven to get or to return to.  As St 

Irenaeus wrote: “The glory (shekinah) of God is a human 

being fully alive.” Christ is in glory on earth in His humanity.  Indeed He is the King of Glory.   The fact 

that in glory He ascends, amazes the Bodiless Powers, for they are in wonder that God’s glory is 

ascending from earth to heaven rather than the other way!  As we sing in one of the Vespers hymns for 

the Ascension: 

Not parted from the Father’s bosom, O sweetest Jesus, 

and having lived among those on earth as man, 

today You have been taken up in glory from the Mount of Olives, 

and exalting in Your compassion our fallen nature, 

You have seated it with the Father. 
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Therefore the heavenly ranks of the Bodiless Powers were amazed at 

the wonder, and beside themselves with fear; 

and seized with trembling, they magnified Your love for mankind. 

Some of the earlier church fathers who believed in a tiered universe thought it is exactly because Christ 

is in glory on earth that He can ascend bodily through the aerial demonic realms unscathed on His way 

to heaven.  His glory conceals from the demons the incarnation and His humanity. Thus in this ancient 

worldview, the demons who stood as guards to prevent humans from bodily entering the spiritual 

realms don’t realize humanity has just passed them by and entered into heaven at the Ascension 

because they see in the ascending Christ only glory.  The angels in heaven are amazed as they see 

humanity enter into the spiritual realm of heaven – the divinity of Christ now hidden by His humanity. 

When You ascended in glory, O Christ our God, 

while the Disciples looked on. 

The clouds received You with Your flesh; 

the gates of heaven were lifted up; 

the choirs of Angels rejoiced with gladness; 

the higher Powers cried out, saying: 

“Lift up your gates, you princes, 

and the King of Glory will come in!” 

Christ doesn’t ascend to glory or to his glory, He has the glory on earth 

and in glory He ascends in.  The incarnate Christ gives the proper glory to 

humanity as He says to the Father:  “The glory which you gave me I have 

given to them, that they may be one, as we are one; I in them and you in 

me…” (John 17:22-23) 

The notion that Christ is in His glory as the incarnate God, as a human, and that in glory He ascends from 

earth to heaven (rather than ascending from earth to attain His glory)  is paralleled in the Third Antiphon 

of the church when we sing: Remember us, O Lord, when you come in your kingdom (not into your 

kingdom as some versions mistakenly have it).  Christ comes in His kingdom, in his glory – his glory and 

kingdom are wherever He is; it is not the case that He has to come into His kingdom (as if He is ever 

outside the Kingdom and has to wait until the day that he enters into the Kingdom). 

May the glory of the LORD endure for ever, may the LORD rejoice in his works… (Psalms 104:31) 

 

Heaven: Our Home ON JUNE 11, 2019 BY FR. TED 

IN ASCENSION, CHRISTMAS, ORTHODOX CHURCH, ORTHODOXY 

 

Imagine a world, Christ-bearers, where instead of the sun the Most High 

God himself shines, warms, gives life, and constantly rejuvenates! 
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This is your world, toward 

which you are journeying. 

This is your homeland, where 

you will also be imperishable. 

 

This is the fatherland of the 

sons of the heavenly Father, 

of all those who have been 

adopted as sons of God through the Lord Jesus. And you shall be 

numbered among them, if you are victorious. 

(Bishop Nikolai Velimirovich, The Faith of the Chosen People, p. 

96) 

 

Pentecost and Babel  

ON JUNE 15, 2019 BY FR. TED IN CHRISTIANITY, ORTHODOX CHURCH, ORTHODOXY, PENTECOST 

When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. And suddenly a sound came 

from heaven like the rush of a mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they were sitting. And there 

appeared to them tongues as of fire, distributed and resting on each one of them. And they were all filled 

with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.  (Acts 2:1-4) 

The description of the day of Pentecost reminds me 

of Ezekiel 43:1-5.    It is not that Acts quotes Ezekiel, 

but more there is an echo, a parallel between the 

passages. Adolfo Roitman notes: 

“… fulfilling Ezekiel’s prophecy concerning the return 

of the Divine Presence to the Temple, originally 

enunciated during the Babylonian Exile: ‘And there, 

coming from the east with a roar like the roar of 

mighty waters, was the Presence of the God of Israel, 

and the earth was lit up by His presence . . .  The Presence of the Lord entered the Temple by the gate 

that faced eastward.  A spirit carried me into the inner court, and lo the Presence of the Lord filled the 

Temple’(Ezek 43:1-5).”  (ENVISIONING THE TEMPLE, p 87) 

What Ezekiel hears  is something “like the roar of mighty waters” (see also Psalm 93).  The rushing of 

water was perhaps one of the noisiest and mighty sounds known in the ancient world before machinery 

became common place.  Ezekiel wants us to understand that the sound he heard was a mighty roaring 

which would have drowned out all other sound.  For the Apostle Luke, writing in Acts, he describes the 

sound to be a mighty, rushing wind, the howling tempest.  He too uses the word “like” – he is searching 

for a proper comparison, but we get the idea of this mighty sound which accompanies the Presence of 
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God entering His temple, and also entering His disciples.  In the Acts account, it is now the disciples who 

represent the temple of God, as really does the entire world, for Pentecost is the outpouring of God’s 

Spirit on the world.  Ezekiel also describes the earth being “lit up by His presence“- so too in Acts there is 

the distribution of the tongues of fire.  Ezekiel and Luke are both looking for the proper metaphors to 

help us understand what God’s returning to His temple, coming upon His disciples, filling the world with 

His Spirit is like.  They both are making comparisons but not necessarily telling us literally what 

happened.  Words will not suffice for what was experienced (like trying to explain snow to people living 

at the equator  who don’t even know refrigeration or have never experienced anything freezing – what 

is snow like?). 

And if we think comparing Ezekiel 43 and the Temple with Acts 2 and the 

Apostles is far fetched, we only need to remember that the Orthodox 

Church for centuries has read Ezekiel 43:27-44:4  and its description of the 

Temple as a reference to Mary, the Theotokos, and we read it at three of 

the Feasts of the Theotokos –her Nativity, Entrance into the Temple, 

and Dormition.  The Theotokos becomes the Temple of the Lord.   Add to 

that St. Paul’s own words: “Do you not know that you are God’s temple and 

that God’s Spirit dwells in you? . . . For God’s temple is holy, and that temple 

you are” (1 Corinthians 3:16-17) and  “For we are the temple of the living 

God; as God said, ‘I will live in them and move among them, and I will be 

their God, and they shall be my people’” (2 Corinthians 6:16).   The New Testament is clear that the 

Jerusalem Temple is to be replaced: “And I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the 

Almighty and the Lamb”  (Revelation 21:22). 

The Pentecost experience is not only described in terms comparing it to what it is like (Acts – Ezekiel, 

Temple – Apostles), but also it is contrasted with the narrative of the account of Babel in Genesis 11, an 

event that also involved a cacophony of sound. 

“The account of the Tower of Babel in Genesis 11 is frequently used in the Liturgy for Pentecost as a 

foil.  Babel is the ‘anti-Pentecost’ whose effects can only be undone by Holy Spirit-empowered 

Pentecost.  The first is a curse, the second a healing.  … The survivors of the flood … said ‘Let us build for 

ourselves a city and a tower with its top in the heavens…’ (11:4).  The Lord saw their pride and 

unwillingness to do as He had told them and said, 

Look, they are one people. And they have all one language; and 

this is only the beginning of what they will do . . . let us go down 

and confuse their language, so that they will not understand one 

another’s speech (11:6-7). 

And so the Lord scattered them. 

This confusion of language has often been seen as a curse: God 

punishing the people for their act of defiance, for setting 

themselves up like gods and trying to reach the heavens.  This may 

have been the people’s grand wish, but it is tiny in comparison with 

an all-powerful God, who had to ‘come down’ from heaven to get a 
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closer look at the tower being built by the people (11:5).  The people may have thought they were 

becoming immortal, but God knew they were not even close. 

The Pentecost liturgy takes a slightly different tack.  With its ‘When the Most High came down he 

confused the tongues, divided the nations; but when he parted the tongues of fire, he called all to 

unity…’, it instead hints at the confusion of language being an act of caring discipline by God.  It was a 

scattering  so that He could unite them in His own time and plan.  The people of Babel were trying to 

create their own unity, but had left God out of that unity.”  (Kathryn Wehr, “Notes and Comments: The 

Pentecost Liturgy as a Call for Unity and Mission”, SVTQ Vol 59 #2  2015, pp 236-237) 

Biblical scholar N T Wright comments further: 

“… the story of the tower of Babel (Genesis 11).  Human arrogance reaches a height, quite literally, with 

the building of a tower to make a name and create security.   God comes down to look at the puny little 

tower (the passage is full of ironic humor), and confuses human languages so that the human race won’t 

be able to carry out its arrogant ambitions. 

What is God doing about evil?  On the one hand he is confronting it, 

judging it and doing something to stop it from having its desired 

effect.  On the other hand he is doing something new, beginning a new 

project through which the underlying problem of the curse and the 

disunity of the human family will be replaced by blessing.  How Abraham’s 

family will reverse the curse of Babel is not clear . . .  When the promise of 

Genesis 12 comes through into the New Testament we discover its effect, 

of course, not least on the day of Pentecost. (EVIL AND THE JUSTICE OF 

GOD, pp 48-49) 

 

Pentecost (2019) 

ON JUNE 16, 2019 BY FR. TEDIN HOLY SPIRIT, ORTHODOX CHURCH, ORTHODOXY, PENTECOST 

Thus says the Lord God: . . .  A new heart I will give you, and a new spirit I will put 

within you; and I will take out of your flesh the heart of stone and give you a heart 

of flesh. And I will put my spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes 

and be careful to observe my ordinances. You shall dwell in the land which I gave 

to your fathers; and you shall be my people, and I will be your God.  (Ezekiel 36:26-

28) 

Pentecost is said to be the birthday of the Christian Church.  From the time of the crucifixion of 

Christ until Pentecost, the Apostles had not gone into the world with the Good News.  Despite the 

Resurrection of Christ, the Apostles were mostly in hiding, avoiding any public attention.  But then the 

day of Pentecost (Acts 2:1-11) occurred and many diverse peoples in Jerusalem took notice – people, 

non-believers heard the same noise of the Holy Spirit which the Apostles heard (Acts 2:6).  The Apostles 

could no longer stay in seclusion as the Holy Spirit revealed them to Jerusalem and the world. 

And suddenly a sound came from heaven like the rush of a mighty wind, and it filled all the house 

where they were sitting. And there appeared to them tongues as of fire, distributed and resting on each 
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one of them. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues, as the 

Spirit gave them utterance. 

Now there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout men from every nation under heaven. And at this 

sound the multitude came together, and they were bewildered, because each one heard them speaking 

in his own language.  (Acts 2:2-6) 

The sound of the Holy Spirit was not just heard by the Apostles in the upper room, it was heard by a 

great crowd of people in Jerusalem who became part of the Pentecost event.  The pouring forth of the 

Holy Spirit was a cosmic event, not limited to the Apostles.  The Apostles are filled with the Holy Spirit, 

the mass of people who witness the event are bewildered.   All those who heard the force of the Spirit 

became witnesses that something happened in Jerusalem which changed the Apostles into preachers of 

the Gospel.  The world itself, not just the Apostles and believers, was changed by the outpouring of the 

Holy Spirit.  And all of these peoples heard the Apostles speak in their own languages as the world itself 

was being changed by the Holy Spirit. 

Our parish was also born at Pentecost.  This is true 

because we are also part of that outpouring of the Holy 

Spirit upon the world that began 2000 years ago on the 

first Pentecost and continues to be at work in the world 

to this day.  Additionally, our Parish was born on 

Pentecost.  We were conceived as a mission, but that 

mission grew and was born as a parish. On Pentecost 

Sunday, 33 years ago I came here to help give birth to 

the parish.  The parish was born as a result of the work of the Holy Spirit inspiring people to want to 

continue the work the Apostles in spreading the Gospel.   You all are here as a result of the birth of the 

Church 2000 years ago, and the birth of the parish 33 years ago.  On the grand scale of the Church, our 

parish is still in its infancy.  We have to continue to nurture and grow the parish.  Our purpose has not 

changed.  We have much work to do and much yet to accomplish for the Lord.  And we will need to do 

what the Apostles first accomplished in continuing their work in the world.  We are here to speak to any 

and all who will listen to us, who will hear the Gospel as the Holy Spirit inspires them. 

We hear in today’s Apostolos reading:     Look, are not all these who speak Galileans? And how is it that 

we hear, each in our own language in which we were born?   …  we hear them speaking in our own 

tongues the wonderful works of God.” 

We Christians inspired by the Holy Spirit are to speak today in the languages that people can hear and 

understand.  We need to speak as 21st Century Americans, we need to speak to teens, to Generation x, 

to post-moderns, to imimigrants, hillbillies, PhD’s, 

feminists, engineers, retirees, mothers, computer 

scientists, blue collar workers, and to Democrats and 

Republicans. 

Our task is daunting.  We will only accomplish it if we stay 

faithful to Christ, and do not allow ourselves to get caught 

up in all the values and concerns of the world.  Our 

country is like the people of Babel after God came down 

and visited Babel to get a closer look at what the people 
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were doing.  We speak a multitude of languages, even when we all use English!  The Holy Spirit allows us 

to speak to all of the people present around us.  There is no language, no culture, no political view which 

cannot hear our message in terms which they can understand.  When we reach out to the victims of the 

tornadoes, we speak the language of love.  We can find ways to convey the Gospel to all people around 

us. 

In today’s Gospel lesson (John 7:37-52, 8:12) the people say of Jesus:  “No man ever spoke like this 

Man!”  . . .  Then Jesus spoke to them again, saying, “I am the light of the world. He who follows Me shall 

not walk in darkness, but have the light of life.” 

If we are faithful to Christ and offer the Gospel message rather than a political view of 

the left or right, people will hear Christ and say, “No one has spoken like this man, 

Christ!”  They will be convicted by the One who is the Light of the world.  Today as we 

celebrate Pentecost, the birthday of our parish and of the entire Church, we rejoice in 

all that has been accomplished here, and we commit ourselves to continuing the work 

of Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

We have the words of St Paul to contemplate and inspire us: 

For though I am free from all men, I have made myself a slave to all, that I might win the more. To the 

Jews I became as a Jew, in order to win Jews; to those under the law I became as one under the law—

though not being myself under the law—that I might win those under the law. To those outside the law I 

became as one outside the law—not being without law toward God but under the law of Christ—that I 

might win those outside the law. To the weak I became weak, that I might win the weak. I have become 

all things to all men, that I might by all means save some. I do it all for the sake of the gospel, that I may 

share in its blessings.   (1 Corinthians 9:19-23) 

I  do not believe any of us can accomplish this alone. I don’t know how to be all things to all people. But 

when we act together as the body of Christ, then we have a better chance of fulfilling St Paul’s own 

words.  Together we can speak to all people in the universal language of God’s love.  We will each find 

that we speak to some portion of the people in our surrounding community.  But to do this, we have to 

continue to work together and be committed to one another and to Christ. 

Jesus said:   You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit 

and that your fruit should abide; so that whatever you ask the Father in my name, he may give it to you. 

This I command you, to love one another.  (John 15:16-17) 

We have been commanded by Christ to continue to bear fruit, to continue to 

grow in the faith, to bring new people into the Church.  And when we are 

faithful to our spiritual calling we fulfill the words of St. Peter: 

But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, 

that you may declare the wonderful deeds of him who called you out of darkness 

into his marvelous light.   (1 Peter 2:9) 



It is the Holy Spirit who makes us Holy, the Holy 

ones of God, the saints.  Holiness comes in 

community, just as the Holy Spirit came on all 

believers.  God’s Holy Spirit creates communion 

between people.  Only in community can we 

experience love for one another, peace with 

one another, service to others, forgiving one 

another. 

The Holy Things are for the Holy ones.  God’s 

spiritual gifts are for us. 

Christ is in our midst! 

 

The Holy Spirit as a Dear Mother 

ON JUNE 17, 2019 BY FR. TED IN CHRISTIANITY, HOLY SPIRIT, ORTHODOX 

CHURCH, ORTHODOXY, PENTECOST 

The Day of the Holy Spirit 

“O Merciful Lord, teach us all by 

Thy Holy Spirit 

to live according to Thy will that we may 

everyone of us in Thy Light know Thee, the true God, 

for without Thy Light we cannot comprehend 

the fullness of Thy love. 

Enlighten us by Thy grace, 

and Thy grace will kindle our hearts to love of Thee. 

O gracious Lord, mercifully seek out Thy creation, and shew Thyself to Thy people 

in the Holy Spirit, as Thou shewest Thyself to Thy servants. 

Rejoice every afflicted soul, O Lord, by the coming of Thy Holy Spirit. Let all who 

pray to Thee know the Holy Spirit. 

The Holy Spirit is very much like a dear mother. A mother loves her child and 

has pity on it; and the Holy Spirit likewise has pity on us, forgives and heals 

us, enlightens and rejoices us. And the Holy Spirit is to be known through 

humble prayer. 
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The man who loves his enemies soon comes to know the 

Lord in the Holy Spirit, but of the man who does not love his 

enemies I have no wish to write. Yet he is to be pitied, for he 

is a torment to himself and others, and will not know the 

Lord. 

(St. Silouan the Athonite, p. 291, 293-294) 

 

Pentecost: The Fullness of the Feast of Feasts 

ON JUNE 18, 2019 BY FR. TED IN BEING HUMAN, CHRISTIANITY, HOLY SPIRIT, 

INCARNATION, ORTHODOX CHURCH, ORTHODOXY, PENTECOST, SALVATION 

In the Creed which we recite at every Liturgy, we confess our belief that Jesus 

Christ became incarnate“… for us [humans] and for our salvation.”  The Creed 

professes a belief that all that Christ did was for the salvation of all humans, 

not just for Christians or for the Orthodox.  We repeat this same line on feast 

days in the Orthodox Church  when at the final dismissal the priest blesses the 

congregation saying, “may He who for us (humans) and our salvation, Christ 

our true God…”   Orthodoxy is very clear that Christ Jesus did everything for 

the life of the world, for the salvation of all humans – for all who are created 

in God’s image and likeness, whether everyone believes that  or not. 

This sense that everything is moving us toward this salvation is also clear in the Church’s celebration 

of Pascha–Ascension–Pentecost.  All three events are for our salvation and necessary for our 

salvation.  In the resurrection, Christ unites even the dead to God, filling all things with Himself, even the 

place of the dead.  Christ raises the dead with Himself, and then ascends bodily into heaven, bringing 

our created nature into the Kingdom, into God’s presence.  Then Christ sends the Holy Spirit upon all 

flesh at Pentecost, restoring the Holy Spirit to humanity.  We are thus not saved just by the death of 

Christ on the cross, but by the continuous work of Christ who lifts us from Hades to Heaven.  Both the 

incarnate Word and the Holy Spirit restore humanity’s union with divinity.   We sing about all of this 

throughout the Pascha-Pentecost cycle of services.  On the Monday of the Holy Spirit, one hymn 

proclaims: 

COME, O FAITHFUL, LET US CELEBRATE THE FEAST OF THE FIFTIETH DAY, 

THE DAY WHICH CONCLUDES THE FEAST OF FEASTS; 

THE DAY ON WHICH THE PRE-ORDAINED PROMISE IS FULFILLED! 

THE DAY WHEN THE COMFORTER DESCENDS UPON THE EARTH IN TONGUES OF 

FIRE; 

THE DAY OF THE DISCIPLES’ ENLIGHTENMENT! 

THEY ARE REVEALED AS INITIATES OF HEAVENLY MYSTERIES, 

FOR TRULY THE LIGHT OF THE COMFORTER HAS ILLUMINED THE WORLD! 

Salvation, the restoration of human communion with God, fully occurs in all of 

the events of Pascha-Ascension-Pentecost and as we participate in these 

events through life in the Church, especially through baptism and 
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the Eucharist.  In Christ, we are saved from sin and death and by the Holy Spirit we are enlivened and 

enlightened.  We are thus saved – restored to being fully human – by both the work of the Son/Word of 

God and the Holy Spirit. 

With Pentecost we see a full restoration of what was lost by our sins.  In Genesis 6:3, the grieving 

Creator says of us humans, the focal point of His creation: 

“My spirit shall not abide in man for ever, for he is flesh, but his days shall be a hundred and twenty 

years.” 

God withdrew the Divine and Holy Spirit from us, and with this 

separation from God’s Spirit, death became part of our condition on 

earth. 

With the coming of Christ, this ‘curse’ is lifted from us as John the 

Baptist bears witness: 

The next day John the Baptist saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, 

“Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world! This is 

he of whom I said, ‘After me comes a man who ranks before me, for he 

was before me.’ I myself did not know him; but for this I came 

baptizing with water, that he might be revealed to Israel.” And John 

bore witness, “I saw the Spirit descend as a dove from heaven, and it 

remained on him. I myself did not know him; but he who sent me to baptize with water said to me, ‘He 

on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain, this is he who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ And I 

have seen and have borne witness that this is the Son of God.”  (John 1:29-35) 

In the incarnate Word of God, Jesus, the Holy Spirit also remains on a human, which was the sign for 

John the Baptist that Jesus is the Savior of the world.  At 

Pentecost, that Spirit which came to dwell in Jesus and 

remain on Him, comes to dwell on all humanity.  The curse 

from Genesis 6:3 is lifted, and humanity is restored to full 

communion with God.  The salvation of us humans is 

brought to completion in this complete cycle of 

incarnation, resurrection and the giving of the Holy Spirit 

to humanity. 

 

Fire-Starter 

ON JUNE 19, 2019 BY FR. TED IN CHRISTIANITY, HOLY SPIRIT, ORTHODOX CHURCH, 

ORTHODOXY, PENTECOST 
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Christ has been called a “fire-starter.” He came “to baptize with the Holy 

Spirit and with fire” (Mt. 3:11; Lk 3:16). He once said: I came to cast fire upon 

the earth; and how I wish it were already kindled” (Lk. 12:29). On the day 

of Pentecost, the fullest moment of divine revelation, the Holy Spirit was 

poured out on Jesus’ followers. Divine grace came to rest on them like 

“tongues of fire” (Acts 2:3). Christianity began as a spiritual movement 

through baptism by divine fire.   

What is the Orthodox way of life? How can we live it with full awareness? . . . 

the essence of the Orthodox Tradition is the life of the Holy Spirit in the 

Church.   Authentic Orthodoxy, not as an abstraction but as reality, is not 

merely a religion of rituals, rules and regulations, but the personal self-

disclosure of the living God, His self-giving to us in love. 

(Theodore Stylianopoulos, The Way of Christ, p. 174) 

Acts 2:1-11 

When the Day of Pentecost had fully come, they were 

all with one accord in one place. And suddenly there 

came a sound from heaven, as of a rushing mighty 

wind, and it filled the whole house where they were 

sitting. Then there appeared to them divided tongues, 

as of fire, and one sat upon each of them. And they 

were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak 

with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance. 

And there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout men, from every nation under heaven. And 

when this sound occurred, the multitude came together, and were confused, because everyone 

heard them speak in his own language. Then they were all amazed and marveled, saying to one 

another, “Look, are not all these who speak Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each in our 

own language in which we were born? 

Parthians and Medes and Elamites, those dwelling in Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, 

Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya adjoining Cyrene, visitors 

from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs – we hear them speaking in our own 

tongues the wonderful works of God.” 
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