
2020 Pascha and Bright Week 

 

Pascha (2020)   ON APRIL 19, 2020  

In the Paschal Sermon of St John Chrysostom (d. 407AD), which is proclaimed 

each year on the night in which we celebrate the Resurrection of our Lord, 

God and Savior Jesus Christ, we hear this Good News: 

“Let no one fear death, for the Death of our Savior has set us free. He has 

destroyed it by enduring it.  He destroyed 

Hades when He descended into it.  He put it into an uproar even as it 

tasted of His flesh.  Isaiah foretold this when he said, “You, O Hell, have 

been troubled by encountering Him below.”  Hell was in an uproar 

because it was done away with.  It was in an uproar because it is 

mocked.  It was in an uproar, for it is destroyed.  It is in an uproar, for it 

is annihilated.  It is in an uproar, for it is now made captive.  Hell took a 

body, and discovered God.  It took earth, and encountered Heaven.  It 

took what it saw, and was overcome by what it did not see. 

O death, where is thy sting?  O Hades, where is thy victory? 

Christ is Risen, and you, o death, are annihilated! 

Christ is Risen, and the evil ones are cast down! 

Christ is Risen, and the angels rejoice! 

Christ is Risen, and life is liberated! 

Christ is Risen, and the tomb is emptied of its dead; for Christ having risen from 

the dead, is become the first-fruits of those who have fallen asleep. 

To Him be Glory and Power forever and ever. Amen! 

Chrysostom’s words echoes that of St Basil the Great (d. 379AD) as he comments 

on John 1, which we Orthodox read at the Paschal midnight service. 

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 

God [Jn 1:1].  The wasprecludes ‘was not,’ and God precludes ‘not God.’  Believe in 

what has been written in Scripture.  This Word, the Son of God, became [Jn 1:14] a human being for the 

sake of the fallen human being,  Adam.  

For the sake of Adam the incorporeal one came into a body.  For the sake of the 

body [That is, Adam’s body, namely, human beings], the Word assumed a body as a 

cloud, lest he incinerate visible beings.  he descended to the flesh, so that the flesh 

might also be raised together with him.  The invisible one came into a visible one, 

so that he might enter into visible beings.  As a human being, he is subject to 

time.  As God, he is before time.  In both cases, the ‘as a human being’ and ‘as God’ 

should be understood not in terms of likeness but in terms of the true 

reality.  He was God [Jn 1:1]; he became (Jn 1:14] a human being for the economy. 
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The became did not come first and then the was; on the contrary, 

the was came first and then the became.  So then, do not take away 

the divinity of the Only-Begotten because of the events of the 

economy.  For a view such as this is nothing more than the distortions 

of the heretics and the madnesses of the Manichees.  For no one can 

lay another foundation besides that which is laid, which is Jesus 

Christ [1 Cor 3:11].  He was begotten by a woman, so that he might 

bring all those begotten to rebirth [Jn 3:3].  He was willingly crucified, 

so that he might take down [from the cross] those unwillingly 

crucified.  He died willingly, so that he might raise up [from the grave] 

those who died involuntarily.  He accepted a death that he need not 

have accepted, so that he might give life to those subjected to death.  Death devoured [Is 25:8] him in 

ignorance, but after it devoured him it came to know what it had devoured.  It devoured Life; it was 

swallowed up by Life [see 1 Cor 15:54].  It devoured the One along with all the rest; it lost all the rest 

because of the One. 

It seized him like a lion [Ps 7:3]; its teeth were smashed.  And so for this 

reason it is scorned as weak.  For we no longer fear it as we would a lion, 

but we tread upon it as we would a lion’s hide.”  (ON CHRISTIAN 

DOCTRINE AND PRACTICE, pp 274-275) 

Christ is risen!  Indeed He is risen! 

 

Death is No More  ON APRIL 19, 2020       Christ is risen!  Truly He is risen! 

“Finally, let us take the passionate statement Saint Paul addresses to the 

Philippians that ends with this admirable sentence: ‘For me to live is Christ, and to 

die is gain‘  (Phil 1:21).  All these examples provide the true context within which 

we can understand the silence of the early Church about funeral practices and the 

apparent lack of interest in death or, even more so, in the dead and their survival – 

an interest at the very core of the pagan cult of the dead.  For now ‘death is no 

more.’  The dawn of the day without evening, of God’s kingdom, illumines the 

horizon of time.  In the Eucharist Christ is present; the Church has access to his 

kingdom.  Thus writes Saint Paul: ‘Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor 

principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor height, nor 

depth, nor any other creature shall be able to separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus 

our Lord‘ (Romans 8:38-39).  Note how in this text the word ‘death’ (and he obviously means physical, 

biological death) is just one item, just one of the many potential obstacles that can no longer – and this is 

the Good News – separate us from God.  For the faithful, the 

one whose life is in Christ, death, far from being the enemy 

(‘the last enemy that shall be destroyed is death‘ –  1 Cor 

15:26) has been transformed into a friend, into a ‘gain.’  (Fr 

Alexander Schmemann, THE LITURGY OF DEATH, pp 66-67) 
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Fr Alexander was addressing a question of why the earliest Christians left us no funeral service – no 

record of a burial rite.  Many of the pagan religions at the time of Christ taught there is an 

afterlife.  Christianity is more unique in talking about a resurrection from the dead.  Pagans envisioned 

the afterlife often as a journey into dangerous waters and lands.  These waters and lands placed many 

obstacles in the way of the dead, so that they could not reach their desired goal.  Christ dies and goes to 

Hades, but does not come back to describe the sojourn – nor to give us a map for how to get 

‘there’.  Christ came back as the conqueror of death having filled even Hades itself with Himself, namely 

with divinity.  Death no longer separates us from Christ.  We don’t have to worry about an arduous 

journey in the afterlife, for Christ has filled all things with Himself.  Our goal is to remain united to Christ, 

not to get to heaven.  For if Christ abides in us, resides in our hearts, then we become His heaven. 

If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we 

die, we are the Lord’s. For to this end Christ died and lived again, that he might be Lord both of the dead 

and of the living.  (Romans 14:8-9) 

 

Pascha: The Annual Celebration of Deliverance   ON APRIL 20, 2020   

“As the comparative history of religions shows, is not every 

sacrifice originally a sacred banquet in which man acknowledges 

that his life comes forth from God and reaches its fulfilment only 

in an increasingly renewed exchange with him?  This was the 

primary meaning of the Passover, as a banquet consecrating the 

first fruits of the harvest.  But the Jewish Passover took on a 

renewed meaning when it became the memorial of the 

deliverance whereby God had snatched his people from the 

slavery of ignorance and death in order to bring them to the 

promised land in which they would know him as they have been 

known by him, and live in his presence. 

The memorial that this meal constituted attested to the permanent 

reality of the divine wonderworks for Israel as a pledge given by God 

of his saving and ever faithful presence.  In representing it to him in 

their berakah [Hebrew: blessing, benediction],  the Jews who were 

also faithful to his precept were confidently able to remind  him of his 

promises and to ask efficaciously for their fulfilment: that there 

would come the Messiah who would perfect the divine work and 

establish the divine Rule in the reconstructed Jerusalem where God 

would be praised unendingly by the People of God who have achieved 

perfection. 
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This is what was fulfilled on the night of the Last Supper when 

Jesus, who was to hand himself over to the Cross as the 

supreme fulfilment of Passover, pronounced 

the berakoth over the bread and the cup as a consecration of 

his body broken and his blood shed, in order to reconcile in his 

own body the ‘dispersed children of God,’ and to renew them 

in the eternal covenant of his love.”   (Louis Bouyer,  THE 

EUCHARIST, p 464) 

Christ is risen!  Truly He is risen! 

 

Jesus Presented Himself Living   ON APRIL 21, 2020   

To them he presented himself alive after his passion by many proofs, 

appearing to them during forty days, and speaking of the kingdom of 

God.   (Acts 1:3) 

“If you look at this verse closely, you’ll see that Luke does not simply say 

that Christ presented Himself ‘alive,’ as if to say that He was merely ‘seen 

to have been alive,’ or ‘appeared to be alive,’ like everyone else.  The sense 

is rather that He presented Himself ‘living‘ [Greek: Zwnta]. Of course, Christ 

is alive, and ‘there was never a time when he was not alive‘ (St Gregory the 

Theologian).  But here Christ’s assumption of life, His taking up of life, is an absolutely voluntary act, for 

no one takes My life from Me, He says, but I lay it down of My own accord.  I have power to lay it down, 

and I have power to take it up again; this charge I received from My Father (Jn 10:18).    . . . He presented 

himself living.  Not simply ‘alive,’ but living.  Not simply active but Acting.  This was God moving about 

among them, before their very eyes (Acts 1:9).  Why?  To bear witness to them that the Father’s promise 

was now fulfilled, namely, that they would receive the whole of God in Christ, Who would remain in them 

and they in Him (Jn 6:56, 15:4-7; 1 Jn 3:24). 

The Elder Aimilianos asserts the important point that Jesus after the crucifixion, in His post-resurrection 

appearances is not merely alive, but is understood to possess life, and to be the source of life.  Christ 

voluntarily dies – He gives up His life, which He has the power to do.  Satan and Death do not take life 

away from Christ.  They can’t as they have no power over God the Giver 

of Life.  Christ chooses to die and He chooses to overcome death and 

arise from Hades.  Christ does this to show to the Apostles and to all of 

us, His disciples, that he is God in their midst.  God’s promise to dwell 

with His people is fulfilled in Christ Jesus, not in the Jerusalem 

Temple.  Christ remains in us and we in Him for all eternity.  Nothing, not 

even death can bring an end to that. 

Thus after the passion the time had come for the apostles to take 

possession of God.  Until then, Christ existed, but He was unassailable, 

beyond their reach.  Now, however, He comes as One Who offers Himself, 

Who may be taken, received.  Now the barrier, the dividing wall of 
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hostility (Eph 2:14), has been torn down; now chaos has been wiped away.  Now Christ is here as One 

Who is familiar, intimate, so that you can make Him your own any time you like. God, the Holy One, is 

now your God, your Lord, your friend and your Father.   

After the death of Christ, He makes Himself available to us in ways which were not possible before the 

resurrection.  Now we can receive Him in the Eucharist and through the proclamation of the 

Gospel.  Christ, the incarnated God, unites Himself to us:  God became human so that we humans might 

become God.  Every wall separating us from God has been torn down, including sin and death. 

Until this moment, He was the terrible God of the Old 

Testament: the God of powers (Is 42:13), the God of 

heaven (Ps 90:1; Dan 4:31-32), of darkness (Ps 17:11), and 

the earth (Ps 46:7).  He wasn’t yet the God you could hold in 

your hand and do whatever you wanted with.  He was God 

the unattainable, the inaccessible (cf. 1 Tim 6:16).  Now, 

however, He is the God Who is living for them, moving toward 

them; living for them precisely so that they can live for 

Him.  God moves toward them so that they might respond 

with a reciprocal movement, and thus win for themselves the 

whole God.   (Archimandrite 

Aimilianos, THE WAY OF THE SPIRIT,  pp 162-163, 166-167) 

No longer is God only transcendent, far away in the heavens, for now He makes 

Himself imminently present in our daily lives.  God shows us that He is not far 

away and distant, but incredibly close to us – so close as to be united to us in 

Christ Jesus our Lord.  In Christ, we are united to divinity.  In Christ God shows us 

not only the true nature of humanity – we were created to be united to divinity, 

to be vessels carrying God, Christophers in order to make God present to the 

entire creation.   

Calling on the Name of the Lord  ON APRIL 22, 2020  Christ is risen!  Indeed He is risen! 

But this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel:   And it shall come to pass in 

the last days, says God, that I will pour out of My Spirit on all flesh; your sons 

and your daughters shall prophesy, your young men shall see visions, your old 

men shall dream dreams.  And on My menservants and on My maidservants I 

will pour out My Spirit in those days; and they shall prophesy.  I will show 

wonders in heaven above and signs in the earth beneath: blood and fire and 

vapor of smoke.  The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into 

blood, before the coming of the great and awesome day of the LORD.  And it 

shall come to pass that whoever calls on the Name of the LORD shall be 

saved.  (Acts 2:16-21) 

The Evangelist Luke is the author of the Acts if the Apostles.  He proclaims to us these words:  “whoever 

calls on the Name of the LORD shall be saved.”  Jesus Christ came in the Name of the Lord and to reveal 

God’s Name to us.  Praying in the Name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit has been the 
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practice of the Church from the beginning.  It is worth our taking time to reflect on the 

Name of the Lord. Brother Christopher of New Skete Monastery comments on this: 

“Jesus prays that the Father’s name be sanctified through the vast expanse of creation, 

reflected through every thought and deed of lives intent upon pleasing God.  The God 

whose essence, whose very being is holy in a way we can never fully fathom, elicits Jesus’ 

act of praise and glorification: May your name be held holy; Significantly, what this 

presumes is that everything that has proceeded from God’s creative activity is inherently 

holy as well, created as an expression of  love as well as an invitation to communion.  To 

live in the remembrance of this reality provokes a deepening of consciousness that has no 

limit.  It effectively means to pray as St Cyprian did, ‘May Your name be hallowed in us.’  May all our 

actions be words of reverence and awe, and may we walk through our lives softly, conscious that 

reverence and awe have the possibility of echoing from every step we take.  Only in the light of this 

foundation does the vulnerability owned in the remaining petitions take on deeper meaning.”   (FOSSIL 

OR LEAVEN: THE CHURCH WE HAND DOWN, p71) 

Professor Roberta Bondi writes: 

“…we draw near to God as we increasingly learn more and more about who God 

really is for us, for God’s people, and for the world.  In the tradition, prayer of this 

sort is called kataphatic prayer, but Gregory [of Nyssa] speaks of it also as ‘calling 

God by name’ or knowing God by means of created things.  . . .  What does it mean 

to ‘call God by name’ in this tradition of prayer?  To Gregory of Nyssa it meant two 

things: first, to reflect upon a biblical name or image of God until we understand 

deeply what that name or image means about God to us, and second, to reflect upon the way in which 

we, as images of God and children of God, make this name or image ours by taking on the characteristics 

of God. . . .  Learning the names for God and their consequences for us is a lifelong enterprise that may 

on occasion include some systematic analysis, but systematic analysis is not fundamentally at the heart 

of it.  Learning the names for God involves the uncovering of our own passions, of our distortions of God, 

the world, and ourselves, and of our self-deceptions in order to discover a God, a world, and a self we 

have never seen more than glimpses of before.  This process is sometimes painful and sometimes 

wonderful.”  (TO LOVE AS GOD LOVES, pp 92-93) 
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